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Thursday, July 20, 1749, about ten at night we em- 
barked for Bristol, in a small sloop. I soon fell asleep. 
When I awaked in the morning we were many leagues from 
land, in a rough, pitching sea. Toward evening the wind 
turned more against us, so that we made but little way. 
About ten we were got between the Bishop-and-his-clerks 
(the rocks so called) and the Welsh shore, the wind blew 
fresh from the South ; so that the Captain, fearing we should 
be driven on the rocky coast, steered back again to sea. On 
Saturday morning we made the Bishop-and-his-clerks again, 
and beat to and fro all the day. About eight in the evening 
it blew hard, and we had a rolling sea : notwithstanding 
which, at four oa Sunday morning, we were within sight of 
Minehead. The greatest part of the day we had a dead 
calm; but in the evening the wind sprung up, and carried 
us into Kingroad^ On Mcmday morning we landed at the 
quay in Bristol. 

Tuesday 85, 1 rode over to Kingswood, and enquired par* 
ticularly into tiie state of our School there. I was concerned 
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2 REV. JOHN Wesley's journal, [july 1749. 

to find that several of the rules had been habitually neglected. 
I judged it necessary, therefore, to lessen the family ; suffer- 
ing none to remain therein, who were not clearly satisfied 
with them, and determined to observe them all. 

Thursday 27, I read Mr. Law on the Spirit of Prayer. 
There are many masterly strokes therein, and the whole is 
. lively and entertaining, but it is another Gospel. For if God 
were never angry ^ as this Tract asserts, he could never be 
reconciled. And consequently the whole Christian doctrine 
of reconciliation hy Christ, falls to the ground at once. An 
excellent method of converting Deists, by giving up the 
very essence of Christianity. 

Sunday 30, Mr. Grimshaw and Mr. B. assisted my brother 
and me at Kingswood. How many there are that run 
well for a season ! But he that endureth to the endy shall 
be saved. 

I received a letter about this time from Ireland, a part of 
which follows : 

^* DEAR SIR, " TyrreVs'passy July 24, 1749. 

*^ Many have found a sense of the pardoning love of God at 
Athlone since you left it ; and the Society, in general, are on 
the stretch for the kingdom of God. The Lord has kindled 
a fire in Aughrim likewise. The last time but one that I was 
there, several were struck with deep convictions, which con- 
tinued till I came again. While I was meeting the Society 
there, the Governess^of Mr. S.'s children was struck to the 
ground, and, in a short time, was filled with peace and joy in 
the Holy Ghost. The next morning, his steward was cut to 
the heart, and fell upon his knees in the midst of the sermon, 
as did Mr. S. himself, together with his wife^ and great part 
of the congregation. The steward went home full of peace 
arid love. This has set the whole Society on fire: so that now 
every one is crying out. What must / do to be saved ? 

" The same fire is kindled att Portarlington. I went thither 

the next Sunday after you. One then found a sens6 of God's 

pardoning love : and last Saturday in the Society some cried 

out, and some fell to the ground, three of whom found peace 

'to their souls. 
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^^ I was at M ountmellick likewise the next Sunday after 
you, and the power of God was present to heal. Two that 
were heavy laden, found rest that night. The next time we 
met, we scarcely knew how to part. We continued singing 
and praying till five persons received a clear manifestation of 
the love of God. Another found the same blessing while I was 
preaching this morning. We spent some time afterwards at 
James Moss's house, in praying with some that were under 
deep convictions ; and two of them went home rejoicing in 
Grod their Saviour. I was now informed of two more that 
were rejoicing in God : So that in Mountmellick twelve per- 
sons, in all, have found the peace that passeth all under- 
standing, since you left that place. 

" I preached at Rahew likewise, the week afl«r you were 
th^re. The man of the house had fetched his mother from a 
considerabfe distance. She had never heard a Methodist 
preacher before. She was soon cut to the Beart, and cried 
out aloud. One behind her bid her fall lipon her knees, 
which she presently did, and the whole house was in one 
cry. I broke oflF my discourse, and began to pray, which I 
continued till I was so spent, I could hardly speak. I went 
out to take a little breath, and came in again. She was cry- 
ing out, ' I am dropping, dropping into hell ; its mouth is 
open, ready to swallow me up.' I went to prayer again, 
and before we had done, God spoke peace to her soul. She 
was filled with joy unspeakable, and could but just say, ^ I 
am in a new world ; I am in a new world.' 

" From the whole, I cannot but observe two things, 
1, What a blessing it is, when any who finds that peace, de- 
clares it openly before all the people, that we may break off 
and praise God. If this were always done, it would be good 
for many souls. The first that found it on Sunday evening, 
spoke before all^ and we praised God. The moment she 
spoke, another, and then another found peace, and each of 
them spoke aloud ; and made the fire run through the whole 
congregation. I would observe, 2, The woman at Rahew 
had never before seen any one in the like trouble. Therefore 
she could not cry out, because she had heard others do it, but 

b2 



4 BEV. JOHN Wesley's journal, [aug. 1749. 

because she could not help it ; because she felt the word of 
God sharper than a two-edged sword. And generally the 
sharper the convictions are, the sooner they are over. 

" This is from your son in the Gospel, 

« I. R." 

Tuesday, August 1, 1 spent a solemn hour with our chil- 
dren at Kingswood. After having settled all things there, 
and at Bristol, I returned to London, where I received a re- 
markable account frojm Cork. . On August 19, twenty-eight 
depositions were laid befpre the Grand Jury there, but they 
.threw them all out, and at the same time made that memora- 
ble presentment, which is worthy to be preserved in the an- 
nals' of Ireland, to all succeeding generations : 

^^ We find and present Charles Wesley to be a person of 
ill fame, a vagabond, and a common disturber of his Ma- 
jesty's peace, and we pray he may be transported. 

*^ We find and present James Williams, &c. 

*^ We find and present Robert Swindle, &c. 

^^ We find and.present Jonathan Reeves, &c. 

"We find and present John Larwopd, &c. 

" W^ find and present Joseph M^Anlifi^, &c. 
. *^ We find and present Charles Skaion, &c. 

*^ We find and present William Tooker, &c. 

" We find and present Daniel Sullivan to be a person of 
ill fame, a vagabond, and a commcm disturber of his Ma- 
jesty's peace, and we pray he may be transported." 

Daniel Sullivan was an honest Baker, who had lived in 
Cork many yearsf I suppose in as good fame as any of his 
trade in the city. But he had eittertained my brother, and 
several other Methodists ; nay, and sufiered them to preach 
in his house. The other name3 ( only most of them miserably 
mangled and murdered) were designed for the names of 
eight preachers who had been there* . 

Monday, August S8, 1 left London, and in the evening 
came to Great Potten. About six I went out into the Market- 
place, and called to a confused multitude. Seek ye the Lordp 
while he may be found; call ye upon him while- he is near. 
Great things were threatened, but nothing done* We had a 
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quiet and comfortabte meeting, and there was reason to hope 
that the word of God sunk into the hearts of many. 

Tuesday 99, Having appointed some ftom Grimsby to 
meet us this evening at Lincohi, (whkh we supposed to be 
within a day's ride) we set out an hour before day; and 
rode, with only an hour or two's intermission, till above an 
hour after sunset : but we could reach lio farther than Cold«' 
harbour, six miles short of Ancaster. The next morning we 
rode on to Lincoln, but could hear nothing of our guides: 
So we determined, after waiting several hours, to make the 
best of our way to Epworth ; where the next evening I en- 
forced those a,wful words. What is a man profited^ if he shall 
gain the whole worldy and lose his own soul? 

I had the satisfaction about this time of an agreeable letter 
from a gentleman in Ireland. Part of which is subjoined : 

^^ REVEREND SIR, 

^^ Your favour of the 15th instant I received the 22d. I 
am more satisfied than ever, that you aim at nothing but 
what has an immediate tendency to the glory of God, and 
the salvation of mankind. 

^^ I cannot help thinking that your design considered in 
this light, allowing even of some mistakes, must be deemed 
very praise-worthy. As to myself, in particular, I must own 
it gives me infinite satisfaction, to find that you have spoken 
to so good an effect in our town and neighbourhood. My 
Church is more frequented than ever it was ; and I have the 
pleasure of seeing a greater decency, and more of zeal and 
attention than I could have dared to promise myself: which 
has also this effect upon me, that I find myself better dis- 
posed than ever, to distribute to those who attend my minis- 
try, such food, as may yield them comfort here, and happi- 
ness hereafter. I heartily wish this may continue, and that 
the people may not cool. If so, we may hope to see wicked- 
ness generally decline, and virtue and godliness take place. 
I see this work of your^s, through God's blessing, thus suc- 
cessfully carried on, without any ill-will or jealousy, and 
could vnsh that all the Clergy were, in that respect, of the 
same mind with me. 
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*^ Your Society here keeps up well ; and is, I believe, con- 
siderably, increased since you left it. I frequently attend the 
preaching; and though I am much reflected on for it, this 
does not in any-wise discourage me. While I am conscious 
to myself that I do no harm, I am careless of what men can 
say of me. 

" Michael Poor, lately a Romanist, who is now of your 
Society, read liis recantation on Sunday last. — Pray let us 
know, when you or your brother intend for this kingdom 
and town : for be sure, none wish more sincerely to see and 
converse with you than I, who am sincerely, 

" Reverend and dear Sir, 
" Your very afiectionate brother and servant. 
^'August 29, 17^9.'' 

Friday, September 1, 1 spoke severally with the members 
of the Society. 

Saturday 2, I gathered up a few at Belton, who did once 
run well, and seemed now resolved, no more to forsake the 
assembling of themselves together, 

Sunday 3, At nine I preached at Misterton to a very large 
and attentive congregation : between one and two at Over- 
thorp, near Haxey ; and at Epworth about five. In the in- 
tervals of preaching, I spoke with the members of the So- 
ciety in each place : most of whom I found either already 
alive to God, or earnestly panting after him. 

Monday 4, We rode to Syke-house ; and on Tuesday in 
(he afternoon reached Osmotherley. 

Wednesday 6, 1 reached Newcastle ; and after resting a 
day, and preaching two evenings and two mornings, with 
such a blessing as we have not often found^ on Friday set out 
to visit the northern Societies. I began with that at Mor- 
peth, where I preached at twelve on one side of the market- 
place. It was feared the market would draw the people from 
the sermon, but it was just the contrary : they quitted their 
stalls, and there was no buying or selling till the sermon was 
concluded. 

At Alnwick likewise, I stood in the market-place in the 
evening, and exhorted a numerous congregation, to be 
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always ready for Deatb, for Judgment, for Heaven. I felt 
what I spoke, as I believe did most that were present, both 
then and in the morning; while I besought them to present 
themselves, a living, holy sacrifice^ acceptable to God. 

Saturday 9, I rode slowly forward to Berwick. I was 
myself much out of order. But I would not lose the oppor- 
tunity, of calling. in the evening all that were xceary and 
hearoy laden to him who hath said, / will give you rest, 

Sunday 10, 1 preached at eight, and at four in the after- 
noon ; and in the hours between, spoke with the members of 
the Society. I met them all at seven, and a glorious meeting 
it was. I forgot all my pain, while we were praising God 
together ; but after they were gone, I yielded to my friends, 
and determined to give myself a day's rest : So I spent Mon- 
day the 11th in writing; only I could not refrain from meet- 
ing the Society in the evening. The next evening God en- 
abled me to speak searching words to an earnestly attentive 
congregation. 

Wednesday 13, After preaching at five, I visited many, 
both of the sick and well : particularly, Robert Sulty, the 
first instrument, in God's hand, of awakening many in this 
place, who till then slept in sin. But, O ! how changed ! He 
seemed stripped both of his gifts and graces, and forsaken 
both of God and man. I had a delightful opportunity in the 
evening, of describing and comforting the broken in heart. 

Thursday 14, Immediately after preaching, I took horse, 
and rode in a rough, storiny day to Alnwick. But before 
noon, it cleared up ; so that I stood once more in the market- 
place, and called all to come boldly to the throne of grace. 
Hence I rode to Alemouth, and laboured to awaken a stupid, 
drowsy people, by preaching both in the evening and the 
next morning, in the most convincing manner I could. For 
the present, they seemed to be deeply afiected : God grant 
it may continue ! 

Friday 15, I ofiered the redemption', which is in Jesus^ 
to a more lively congr^ation atWiddrington. Saturday 16, 
I preached in Morpeth at noon ; in Placey about five; and 
then rode on to Newcastle. 
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Sunday 17, I preached morning and evening in the 
Castle-garth ; and on Wednesday the SOth set out for the 
ivestem Societies. In the evening at Hineley-hill, our hearts 
-were all melted down, in considering our great High-Priest ; 
whoy though he is gone into the heavens^ is still smsiUy 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities. A deep sense of 
his love constrained many to call upon him with strong 
cries and tears; and many others, though not in words^ 
yet with groanings that could not be uttered. 

Thursday 21, Moved by the pressing instances of Mr. 
Cownley, and convinced the providence of God called me 
thither, I left all my company, but Mr. Perronet, at Hineley- 
hill, and set out for Whitehaven. The next day I preached 
there in the market-place to a multitude of people, on Ye 
Icnow the grdce of our Lord Jesus Christ. I saw they were 
moved, and resolved to intprove the opportunity : So after 
preaching, I desired those who determined to serve God^ 
to meet me apart from the great congregation. To 
these I explained the design, nature, and use of Christian 
Societies. Abundance were present again at five in the 
morning, though we had no room but the market-place. At 
three in the afternoon I preached at Hensingham, a large, 
colliery, about a mile from the town. The eagerness of the 
people put me in mind of the early days at Kingswood. 
O why should we not be always what we were once ? Why 
should any leave their first love ? At six I preached again in 
Whitehaven, <m Come unto me, all t/^ that labour, and are . 
heavy laden: and at eight endeavoured to mould as«Qany 
as desired it, into a regular Society. 

Sunday 24, I began examining them one by one. At 
eight I preached at the Gins, another village, full of colliers, 
about half a mile from the town. The congregation was very 
large, and deeply attentive. Between one and two I preached 
again at Hensingham, to as many as my vcMce could com- 
mand, on Repent ye^ and believe the Gospel. Thence I 
hastened to Church ; and in the midst of the service I felt a 
sudden stroke. Immediately a shivering ran through me^ 
and in a few minutes I was in a fever. I thought of taking 
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a vomit immediately, and going to bed ; but "when I came 
fiom Cburcb, bearing tbere yf&A a vast congregaticm in the 
market-place ; I could not send tbem empty away. And 
while I was speaking to them, Grod remembered me, and 
strengthened me, both in soujL and body. 

Reflecting on the manner of God's working here, I could 
not but make the following remark : The work i^ White* 
haven r^embles that at Athlone, more than does any other 
which I have seen in England. It runs with a swift and a 
wide stream ; but it does not go deep. A considerable part 
of the town seems moved, but extremely few are awakened : 
and scarcely three havel found a sense of the pardoning love 
of God^ from the time of the first preaching to this day. 

Monday 35, Mr. Cownly returned to Newcastle. Both 
at the morning and evening preaching many seemed greatly 
affected ; as also on Tuesday morning : but it soon died 
away^ and they did not feel the power of God^unto sahor 
tion. 

Tuesday 36, Having appointed, before I left-Hindey-hill, 
to jHresMch there again on Wednesday evening ; I set out 
about two m the afternoon, though extremely weak, having 
had a flux for som6 days. But God renewed my strength, 
80 that I felt less pain an^ weariness every hour. I had a 
solenm jpid delightful ride to Keswick, having my mind 
stayed on God. 

Wednesday 37, 1 took horse at half an hour past three. 
There was no moon, or stars, but a tbick mist, so that I 
could see neither road nor any thing else ; but I went as right 
as if it had been noon-day; When I drew nigh Penrud- 
dpck-moor, the. mist vanished.; the stars appeared, and the 
morning dawned ; so I imagined all the danger was past. 
But when I was on the middle of the moor, the mist fell 
again on every side, and I quickly lost my way. I lifted up 
my heart. Immediately it cleared up, and I soon recovered 
the high-road. On Alstone-moor I missed my way again, and 
what I believe no stranger has done latdy, rode through all 
the bogs without any stop, till I came to the Vale, and thence 
to Hineley-hill. 

8 
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A large congregation met in tlie evening. I expounded 
part of the 20th chapter of the Revelation. But, O ! what a 
time was this ; it was as though we were already standing 
before the great, white throne. God was no less present 
with us in prayer ; when one just by me cried with a loud 
and bitter cry. 1 besought God to give us a token, that all 
things should work together for good. He did so ; he wrote 
pardon upqn her heart : and we all rejoiced unto him with 
reverence. 

Thursday 28, we set apart for fasting and prayer ; John 
Brown and Mr. Hopper were with me. It was a day that 
ought not to be forgotten. We had all free access to the 
throne of grace ; and a firm,'undoubting confidence, that he 
in whom we believed, would do all things well. 

Friday 29, 1 set out again for Whitehaven. The storm 
was exceeding high, and drove full in my face, so that it 
was not without difficulty 1 could sit my horse ; particu- 
larly as 1 rode over the broad, bare backs of those enormous 
mountains which lay in my way. However, I kept on as I 
could, till I came to the brow of Hartside. So thick a fog 
then fell, that I was quickly out of all road, and knew not 
which way to turn : but 1 knew where help was to be found, 
in either great difficulties or small. The fog vanished in a 
moment, and I saw Gamblesby at a distance ( the town to 
which I was going). I set out early on Saturday the 30th, 
and in the afternoon reached Whitehaven. 

About this time 1 was refreshed with a friendly letter from 
an excellent man, whom I had not heard from for several 
years. Part of it was as follows : 

^'Ebenezer in Georgia, July 25, 1749. 

*^ REVEREND AND DEAR SIR, 

** The sincere love to your worthy person, and ^ithful 
performance of your holy office, which the Lord kindled in 
my heart, during your presence at Savannah, hath not been 
abated, but rather increased, since the providence of God 
called you from us, and shewed you another field for the 
labour of your ministry. 
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*^ You were pleased in your last letter to Mr. Brown, of 
Savannah, to ren(iember Ebenezer kindlj, and desired to 
know what is the present state of our Settlement. Though 
we have felt greatly the inconveniencies of the long war, 
yet there are great alterations for the better in our town and 
plantations, since the time you were pleased to visit us. AVe 
have two large houses for public worship ;* one in town, the 
other in the middle of our plantations ; two schools in the 
same places ; two corn-mills ; one pounding-mill for rice, 
and one saw-mill. In the first quantity of boards we sawed, 
we were cheated by an impostor, who undertook to ship 
them off to the West-Indies. But we did not lose our 
courage, though we met with almost insuperable difficulties, 
till our circumstances were mended by the hand of the Al- 
mighty. We are still in the favour of the Honourable So- 
ciety for promoting Christian Knowledge ; as also of many 
good Christians in Germany, who love us, pray fervently 
for us, and contribute all in their power to promote our spi- 
ritual and temporal prosperity. 

" Through very hard labour, several of our people have 
left us, and are departed to a better country, in heaven. 
And the rest are weak and feeble in body, and not able to 
hold out long, unless relief is sent them by an embarkation 
of faithful servants from Germany. Besides widows and 
orphans, we have several that want assistance toward their 
maintenance : and this our good God hath sent us hereto- 
fore from Europe. 

" After my dear fellow-labourer, Mr. Gronaw, died in 
peace, above three years ago, the Lord was pleased to send 
me another ; who likewise, exactly follows the footsteps of 
his Saviour, to my great comfort, and the great benefit of 
our congregation. The Lord hath graciously joined us in 
mutual love and harmony in our congregations ; and hath 
not permitted the Hernhuters (falsely called Moravians) 
nor other false Teachers to creep in among us. We are 
hated by wicked people, which prevents their settling 
among us; though we love them sincerely; and would 
have as many settle among us, as would keep such orders 
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as Gbristianit j and the Laws of England require tbeni to do. 
This is all I thought it necessary to acquaint you with for 
the present i being with due regard^ and cordial wishes for 
jow prosperity in soul and body, 

<* Rev. and dear Sir, your's most affectionately, 

" John Martin Bolzius.'* 

What a truly Christian piety and simplicity breathe in 
these lines ! And yet this very man, when I was at Savan- 
nah, did I refuse to admit to the Lord's table, ^^ because 
he was not baptized :^^ that is, not baptized by a Minis- 
ter, '^who had been episcopally ordained! Can any one 
carry High^Church zeal higher than this ? And how well 
have I been since beaten with mine own staff ! 

The jBernhutersy as he terms them, now published the 
following in the Daily-Post : — 

" TO THE AUTHOR OF THE DAILY-POST. 
«SIR, 

^« WHOSOEVER reckons that those persons in Eng- 
land, who are usually called Moravians^ and those who 
are called Methodists^ are the same, he is mistaken. That 
they are not the same people, is manifest enough, out of the 
Declaration of Louis, late Bishop and Trustee of the Bre- 
thren's Church, dated at London, March, 1743." Which 
I here send you, as I find it printed in a collection of ori- 
ginal papers of the Brethren, printed at Budingen, called 
the Budingen Samlung. Vol. III. page 853. 

The MethodistSy so called, heartily thank brother Louis 
for his declaration : as they count it no honour to be in any 
connection, either with him, or his brethren. But why is 
he ashamed of his name ? The Count's name is Ludwig, 
not Louis ; no more than mine is Jean or Giovanni. 

Sunday, October I, I preached at the Gins about eight, 
to the usual congregation. And surely God was in the 
midst of them, breaking the hearts of stone. I was greatly 
comforted.at Church, not only from the lessons both morn- 
ing and afternoon, and in the Lord's supper, but even in 
the Psalms which were sung both at morning and evening 
setvice At two I explained to ai^ earnest ccmgr^ation at 
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Jlensingham, the redemption that is in Jesus Christ : and 
Sit five exhorted a large multitude at Whitehaven^ with 
strong and pressing words,, to examine^ whether th^y had 
sufficient grounds for calling either themselyes or their 
neighbours Christians. 

Monday 3, The darkness and rain were littlQ hindarance 
either to me or the cbngregation, at five in thei mornings 
( though we were all, as usual, in the open air ) while I was 
explaining and applying those words, God was in Christy 
reccmcilin^ the world to himself. I preached in the even^ 
ing, on Let us come boldly to the throne of grace ; and 
then gave my parting exhortation to the Society, now con* 
sisting of more than two hundred members. Just befine I 
began preaching I received a letter from Mr*. Whitefield^ 
desiring me to meet him at Leeds on Wednesday evening, 
the very time at which I before purposed to be there. So 
we set out early on Tuesday 3. One of our brethren, who 
was a Yorkshire man, undertaking to put us into the way. 
He rode a little and a little farthet, till we came to Old-^hut^ 
itm^ above fifty iniles from Whitehaven. We were diop*i 
ping wet, having had heavy rain for several hours. But wo 
soon got into warm beds, and all was weU. 

Wednesday 4, Our guide was resolved to go a little 
farther still ; so we set out together, and rode on tc^thec 
to Leeds ; though it was a long day's JQumey, finding us 
fidl employ firom five in the morning, till nine at night. 

Thursday 5, Mr. Whitefield preached at five in the 
morning : about five in the evening he preached at Birstal, 
and God gave him both strong and persuasive words ; 
such as, I trust, sunk deep into many hearts. 

Friday 6, I preached at five, and then returned to my 
brother, whom I had left at Leeds. At noon we spent an 
hour with several of our Preachers, in exhortation and 
prayer. About one I preached to a crowded audience of 
high and low, rich and poor. But their number was abun- 
dantly enlarged at five, as was my strength both of soul and 
body. I cried aloud to them all, to look unto Jesusy and 
scarcely knew when to leave ofi. I then waited upcm Mr. M« 
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for an hour. O how could I delight in such an acquaint- 
ance ! But the will of God be done ! Let me acquaint my- 
self with Him^ and it is enough. 

• Satntday 7, I rode in the afternoon to Bramley, and 
preached to a large and quiet congregation. Great attention 
appeared in every face ; but no shaking among the dry 
bones ye\. 

Sundiiy 8^ I preached in Leeds at seven ; and between 
dne and two began preaching at Birstal : but my voice 
{though I think it had not been stronger for some years ) 
would not teach two-thirds of the congregation. I am 
afraid it was the same case at Leeds, when I preached at 
four, though I spoke with all the^rength I had. Who 
would have expected such ail inconveniency as this, after 
we had been twelve years employed in the work ? Surely 
none will now ascribe the number of the hearers to the no- 
velty of field-preaching ! 

. Monday 9^ Having promised to visit Newcastle again, I 
setouteariy, and came thither the next day. I was now 
satisfied that God had sent Mr. Whitefield thither in an ac- 
ceptable time : many of those, who had little thought of 
Grod before, still retaining the impressions they received 
through him. 

• Wednesday 11, I rejoiced to find that God was still car- 
rying on his work. Both in the morning and evening the 
hearts of many burned within thfem, while they were as- 
sembled in his name. And they felt his Word to be the 
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth. 

■ Friday 13, At the meeting of the Society, such a flatme 
broke out as was never there before. We felt such a love 
to each other, as we could not express ; such a spirit of 
supplication, and such a glad acquiescence in all the provi- 
dences of God, and confidence that he would with -hold from 
us no good thing. 

• Sunday 15, The rairi constrained me to preach in the 
house, both morning and afternoon : but 1 could not re- 
pine ; for God was there, and spoke peace to many hearts. 

Monday 16, I preached at four to a large congregation, 
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and rode to Saadhutton that night. Two or three miles 
short of it we overtook a man, whom a woman riding be- 
hind him stayed upon his horse. Oil my saying, " We 
ought to thank God it is a fair night ; '* '' O Sir, ( said the 
man ) . so.we ought : and I tha^k him for every thing : I 
thank him that I am alive ; and that the bull which tossed 
me to-day only broke two or three of my ribs ; for he might 
have broke my neck.*' Tuesday 17, In the afternoon we 
came to Leeds. I preached on / am the Resurrection and 
the Ldfe : afterwards I spent a solemn hour with the Society^ 
and commended them to the grace of God. 

Wednesday 18, I rode, at the desire of John Bennet, to 
Rochdale in Lancashire. As soon as ever ^e Altered the 
town, we found the streets lined on both sides with multi- 
tudes of people, shouting, cursing, blaspheming, and 
gnashing upon us with their teeth. Perceiving it would not 
l)e pr^ticable to preach abroad, I went into a large room, 
open to the street, and called aloud, Let the tckked forsake 
his wat/y and the unrighteous man his thoughts. The 
^ord of God prevailed over the fierceness of man. None 
opposed or interrupted : and there was a very remarkable 
<;hange in the behaviour of the people, as we afterwards 
went tbiotgh the town. 

We x^ame to Bolton about five in the evening. We had 
no sooner entered the main street, than we perceived the lions 
at Rochdale were lambs in comparison of those at Bolton. 
Such rage and bitterness I scarcely ever saw before, in any 
creatures that bore the form of men. They foUowed^us in 
full cry to the house where we went ; and as soon as we 
were gone in, took possession of all the avenues to it, and 
filled the street from one end to the other. After ]some time 
;the waves did not roar quite so loud. Mr. P. thought he 
might then venture out. They immediately closed in, 
■threw him down, and rolled him in the mire ; so that when 
he scrambled from them, and got into the house again, one 
could scarcely tell what or who he was. When the first 
stone came among us throi^h the window, I expected a 
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shower to follow ; and the rather, because they had now 
procured a bell to call their whole forces together. But 
they did not design to carry on the attack at a dis- 
tance ; presently one ran up and told us, tixe mob had burst 
into the house : he added, that they had got J. B. in the 
midst of them>i They had ; and he laid hold on the oppor- 
tunity to tell them of the terrors of the Lord. Meantime 
D. T. engaged another part of them with smoother and sc^er 
words. Believing the time was now come, I walked down 
into the thickest, of them. They had now filled all the 
rooms below. I called for a chair. The winds were hushed^ 
and all was balm and still. My heart was filled with love, 
friy eyes with, tears, and my mouth, with arguments. They 
were amazed, they were ashamed, they were melted down, 
they devoured every word. What a turn was this ! O how 
did God change the counsel of the old Ahithc^hel into 
foolishness ! smd hxiag 9li the drunkards, swearersi, sab- 
bath-breakefs, and mere' sinners in the place, to hear of his 
plenteous redemption ! 

' Thursday 19, Abundantly more than the house could 
ocmtain were present at five in the mcnming, to whom I was 
xsonstrained to speak a good deal longer than I am accostomi- 
ed to do. Perceiving they still wanted to hear, I promised 
to preach again at. nine, in a 'meadow nour the town. Thi- 
ther they flocked from ev^ry side ; and I called aloud, All 
things are ready ; come unto the marriage. O how have 
a few hours changed the scene! We could now walk 
through every street of the town, and none molested, or 
opened his mouth, unless to thank or bless iis. 

At one I preached at Shackerley, four imiles from Bolton, 
and thence rode on to Davyholme. Here I received a let- 
ter from Richard Cawley of Alpraham, with an invitatioli 
from the Minister at Acton. After preaching in the morn- 
ing at Davyholme, and about ten atBoothbank, in the after- 
noon, Friday SO, I rode on, and between four and five came 
to Alpraham. A large congregation was waiting for me, 
whom I immediately called to seek God while he may he 
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found. Many came again at five in the morning, and seem- 
ed just ready not only to repent^ but also believe tht 
Gospel. 

Saturday !S1, By conversing with several here, I found 
we were not now among publicans and sinners, but among 
those who, awhile ago, supposed they needed no repentance* 
Many of them had been long exercising themselves unto 
godliness 2 in much the same manner as we did at Oxford : 
but they were now thoroughly willing to renounce their 
own, and accept the righteousness which is of God by 
faith. 

A gentleman, who had several years before heard me 
preach at Bath, sending to invite me to dinner, I had three 
or four hours serious conversation with him. O who 
maketh me to differ ? Every objection he made to the 
Christian system has passed through my mind also : but 
God did not suffer them to rest there, or to remove me Ifrom 
the hope of the Gospel. 

I was not surprised when word was brought that the 
Vicar of Acton had not the courage to stand to his word : 
neither w^ I troubled. I love indeed to preach in a 
Church : but God can work wherever it pleaseth him. 

Sunday 92, I preached at seven in Richard Cawley*s 
house ; and about one at Little Acton. We then rode on 
to Woor ; and the next afternoon came, wet and weary 
enough, to Wednesbury. I hoped for a few hours rest 
here ; but it was a vain hope : for notice had been given 
that I would preach at Bilbrook in the evening ; so I had 
seven or eight miles to ride back. I preached about six^ 
and again in the morning. 

On Tuesday S4, About noon we came to Dudley. At 
one I went to the Market-place, and proclaimed the name 
of the Lord to a huge, unwieldy, noisy multitude, the 
greater part of whom seemed in no wise to know wherefore 
they were come together. I continued speaking about half 
an hour, and many grew serious and attentive, till some of 
Satan's servants pressed in, raging and blaspheming, and 

VOL. III. G 
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throwing whatever came to hand. I then retiied to the 
house firom which I came. The multitude poured after^ 
and covered over with dirt matij that were near me ; but 
I had only a few specks : I preached in Wednesbury at 
four to a nobler people, and was greatly comforted among 
ihem : so I was likewise in the morning, Wednesday S5. 
How does a praying congregation strengttien the Preacher ! 

After preaching again at one, I rode to Birmingham. 
This had been long a dry uncomfortable place ; so I expect- 
ed little good here : but I was happily disappointed. Such 
a congregation I never saw there before ; not a scoffer, not 
a trifler, not an inattentive person, so far as I could discern, 
among them. And seldom have I known so deep, solemn 
a sense of the power, aiid presence, and love of God. Tlie 
same blessing w^ had at the meeting of the Society ; and 
again at the morning preaching. Will then God, at length, 
cause even this barren wilderness to blossom and bud as 
the rose ? 

Thui^sday 26, We came to Knowle betwewi nine and 
ten, a furious, turbulent place from the beginning. I be- 
gan pre^tching directly in the yard of the Inn, to a few 
gaping, staring people, before the mob could assemble. 
They increased apace, and were tolerably attentive. In 
the afternoon we rode to Evesham, where I preached in the 
evening and morning, and then went forward to Stanley. 
The congregation was larger than could have be^i expected, 
upon a few hours warning ; and they all appeared botji 
glad to hear, and willing to embrace the word of reconcilia- 
ii(m. In the evening I preached at WaU-bridge, near 
Stroud ; aj^ the next day, Satutday 26, reached BristoL 

Sunday 29, I preached botk at Kingswood and Bristol, 
on Ye huve need of patience. It was mc^re particulairly 
at Bristol that God refreshed my soul, and aj^ed^ what 
I spoke, to my own heart. 

Monday 90, I retired to KingswoOd, to write part of the 
Volumeof Sermons which I had promised to publish this 

winter. Wednesday, November 8> I preached in Bath at 

'I 
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noon^ and at.Seend in the evening : on Thursday evening, 
the Qth, at Reading; and on Friday in London. 

Here I found an excellent letter from a friend abroad; 
part of which I add in his own words ; being unable so to 
translate them, as not to lose great part of the spirit of the 
Original: 

** Charissime Frater, 

^^ Gratia, pax, & multifarias Spiritus Sancti consolationes 
tibi tuaeque Societati sint, & multiplicentur a Deo nostroper 
Servatorem nostrum. Amen. 

^^ Tuas gratissimas Ratcormucki datas accepi, & ex illis 
summo cum gaudio grandem in variis Anglia & Hibemia 
partibus januam vobis apertam esse intellexi, dum multi 
adversarii evangelicae doctrinae sese opponerent. 

" Literas tuas ad D. Perronet datas (A plain Account^ 
Sfc.) non quidem iegi, sed devoravi. , Omniaque adeo 
mihi arriserunt, ut vix me cohibere possim, quin Londinum 
devolem, veniam Sf videam Societatis tuae ordinationes. Sed 
catenisTariis quasi vinctus, nolens volens hie adstrictus sum. 
Quamprimum tamen literas illas vertam & typis maudabo, 
una cum tractatulo illo. The Character of a Methodist. — 
Forte, si non multos, aliquos excitabit clericos aut laicos, 
ad vestigia evangelica integrius premenda. — ^Admodum 
mihi placet, te nee sectae alicui, nee dogmatibus specificis 
sectarum adhaerere, nee patronum eorum agere, sed cuique 
libevtatem relinquere de iis credendi quid velit, modo vere 
in Deum Filiumque ejus dilectum credat, Deum ex toto 
corde amet, a peccatis abstineat, & vitam vocatione evan<* 
gelica dignam ducat. Mi Jancy dilectissime, frater, rogo, 
precor, & obtestor per viscera misericordiarum^ Dei & Filii 
sui, ut ipsissimam banc vitam insistas, ac premere pergas, 
nee polemicis te immisceas. Certa solummodo bonum illud 
fidei puraBj'integrae, evangelicae certamen, nee ullos hostes 
praeter carnem corruptam, ejusque desideria mundana de* 
belles. Cane pejus & angui fugias dogmata multiplicare, 
&de noA necessariis disputare, quae bina Satanae stratagema- 
ta fiiere quibus ecclesiam ab integritate & simplicitate evan-* 
gelica sensim aberrare fecit. 

G 2 



20 REV. JOHN Wesley's journal, [dec. 1749, 

^^ Doleo vehementer^ te tot tamque gravibus & multifariis 
negotiis esse obrutam. Qaam libenter pro tenuitate mea te^ 
tuosque levare, gravissimaque ilia onera ferre vellem, novit 
Omniscius. Is, precor ardenter, fulciat, sustentet, &; ani- 
mum yobis addat, ut Satanae ejusque asseclarum regnum 
magis magisque indies destruatur, & Dei ejusque Filii reg« 
num erigatur, dimanet & penetret omnes animos, illorum im- 
primis quorum mentem mun^i dominus occ^ecavit. 

" Hisce votis te demando Deo, verboque ejus gratiae, qui 

te sociosque tuos aedificent & haereditatem possidendam dent 

in omnibus Sanctis. Yale, mi Jane^ frater amicissime, & me 
amare perge. 

^^ Ttti ex animo amantissimus, 

^^ Johannes de Kokeb. 

" Dabam^ RotUrodamu Oct. 10, 1749.'* 

I was folly determined to take another journey to Rotter- 
dam, on purpose to see this worthy man : 

" But Death had swifter wings than LoyeJ''* 

Before I could g^i thither he was gathered to his fathers. 

Sunday 13, Many complaints were made to me of 
a general deadness among the people of London, at the 
very time that those in most other parts of England wer« 
so remarkably alive to God. It was chiefly owing to a few 
persons, who were continually labouring to spread ofiences 
among them. But it was not long before the plague was 
stayed t some of these incendiaries separating from us ; 
others being convinced, that they had been doing the work 
of the devil, in the name of the Lord. 

Thursday 16, I buried the remains of Martha Somerset, 
late a mother in Israel : one who never left her first love, 
never abated in zeal, never was weary of well-doing, from 
the hour she first found redemption in Christ, till her spirit 
returned to God. 

Monday 20, 1 rode to Mr. Perronett's at Shoreham, that 
I might be at leisure to write. 

Saturday, December 2, After preaching in the morning I 
rode to Bexley, and preached about eleven. At three in the 
afternoon I began at Deptford, and found a more than ordi^ 
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narj blessing : but a still greater at Snowsfields, where it 
seemed as if all would just then know the Lord^ from the 
least even to the greatest. 

Sunday 3, 1 preached, as usual, at five, at ten, and at five 
in the evening; besides meeting the Leaders., the Bands, the 
Preachers, and our own family. But I felt no faintness or 
weariness either of body or rnind^ Blessed be my strong 
helper ! 

Monday 4, 1 retired to Lewisham* On Saturday j9, 1 read 
the surprising extract of Mr. Brainerd's Journal. Surely 
then God hath once more groen to the Gentiles repentance 
unto life! Yet amidst so great matter of joy I could not but 
grieve at this, that even so good a man as Mr. Brainerd 
should be wise above that is z^ritten; in comdenming what 
the Scripture no where condemns ; in prescribing to God 
the way wherein he should work ; and (in eflfect) applaud* 
ing himself, and magnifying his own work^ above that which 
God wrought in Scotland, or among the English in New* 
England : whereas, in truth, the work among the Indians, 
great as it was, was not to be compared to that at (C!am*> 
buslang, Kilsith, or Northampton. 

Monday 11, 1 retired to Newington once more, and on 
Saturday 16^ finished my Serjoicms. Monday 18, 1 rode 
to Leigh in Essex, and spoke, in as awalj^ening a manner as 
I could. Wednesday 20, 1 left the little flock in peace and 
love, and cheerfully returned to London. 

Sunday 24r, I saw an ujoicoimmon instance both of the- 
justice and mer^y of God. Abraham Jones, a serious, 
thinking man, about fifty years of age, was one of the first 
members of the Society in London, and an early witness of 
the power of God to forgive sins. He then stood as a pillar 
for several years, and was a blessing to all that were round 
about him : till growing wise in his own eyes, he saw this . 
and the other person wrong, and was almost continually 
offended. He then grew colder and colder; till ajt length, in 
order to renew his friendship with the world, he went (which 
he had refused to do for many years) to a parish^feast, and 
stayed there till midnight. Returning home perfectly sober. 
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juist by his own door, he fell down and broke his 1^. When 
the Surgeon came, he found' the bone so shattered in pieces, 
that it could not be set. Then it was, wheil he perceived he 
could not lire, that the terrors of the Lord again came about 
him. I found him in great darkness of soul, owning the just 
hand of God. We prayed for him, in full confidence that 
God would return. And he did, in part, reveal himself again. 
He had many gleams of hope and love ; till, in two or three 
days, his soul was required of him. So awful a providence 
was immediately known to all the Society, and contributed 
not a little to the awakening them that slept, and stirring up 
those that were faint in their mind. 

Monday 25, We had a solemn meeting at four. Indeed 
God was greatly with us during this whole season, in all our 
assemblies, to lift up them that had fallen, and to comfort 
the weak-hearted . 

Wednesday 27, 1 saw the two Germans, whom God has 
so eminently blessed, in their labour of love to his ancient 
people. Great numbers of Jews in Poland, Muscovy, Prussia, 
and vatious'parts of Germany, have been brought, by their 
unwearied endeavours, to search the Scriptures, Whether 
these things were so ? And above six hundred of them have 
given proof, that they have a saving knowledge of God^ 
nd of Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. 

Sunday 31,1 buried the' remains of Abraham Jones, which 
gave me an opportunity of strongly exhorting all who had 
set their hands to the plough^ never to look back. 

Monday, Januaiy 1, 1750, A large congregation mei at 
four o'clock, and hegah the year of jubilee in a better man- 
ner than they at Rome are accustomed to do. On several 
days this week I call^ upon many, who had left their first 
love; but they ncme of them* justified themselves: one and 
all pleaded guilty before God. Therefore there is reason to 
hope, tlmt he will return, and will abundantly pardon. 

Thursday 11,1 read, to my no small amazement, the ac* 
count given by Monsieur Montgeron, both of his oWn con- 
version, and of the other miracles wrought at the tomb of 
Abbe Paris. I bad i^ways looked upon the whole afiair as a 
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mere Ic^nd, as I suppose most Pix^tants do : but I see no 
possible way to deny these facts, without invalidating all 
human testimony. I may full as reasonably deny there is 
such a perscm as Mr. Montgeion, or such a City as Paris in 
the world. Indeed, in many of these instances, I see gieat 
G^petstition, as well as strong faith. But the times of igna^ 
ranee God does Tsoink at still; and bless the feith, notwiA- 
standing the superstition. If it be sa^, <^ But will not the 
admitting- these miracles establish, Popery I"' Jiist the ie« 
Terse. Abbe Paris liv^ and died in open opposition to the 
grossest errors of Pop^ ; and, in particular, to that diabdi- 
cal bull, Umgenitusj which d^stfoys the very foundations of 
Christiltnity. 

Sunday 14, 1 read prayers and preached at Sn6wsfield» 
to a crowded congregation, at sey^i in the morning. I then 
hastmied to the Ghapel in West-street ; and, afler tiie ser^ 
vice there, to Knightsbridge, where I had pnnnised td 
preach in the afternoon, for the benefit of the poor children. 
The'little Chiirdi was quite full before I camd .Knowing it 
to be the greatest chatity to awakentliose that sleep in sin^ 
I preached on'Whaii3 a man prcfiietf, if he skalt gam the 
whole worUf and lose His own soulf 

Friday 19, In the evening I read prayers iat &e Chiapel iot< 
West-str^, .and Mrl WhitefiMd prevched a plain, afiec- 
tionate discourse. Sunday SI, he read prayers, and I 
preaclied. So^bythe blessiig.ofiGod, one more stumUing* 
blc»ck is temoved^ 

Mondayy^, I prayed in the morning at the Foundery^ 
abd Howelt Harris preached : a poweiful orator, both by 
nature aitd grace ; but he owes nothing to art or education. 

Wednesday 34, 1 was desired to call on one. that'was siclc^ 
though I bad somll hopes of doing him any good ; he had 
been so harmless a man for ninety years : yet he was not 
out of God's reach. He was quickly convinced, that his 
own rijghteousness could not recommend him. to God. I 
could then pray for him in confidence of being heard. A 
few days after, he died in peace. 

Sunday 88, 1 read prayers, and Mr. Whitefield preached; 
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How wise is God, in giving diffsfent talents to different 
preachers! Even the little improprieties both of his lan- 
guage and manner were a mean of profiting many, who 
would not haye been touched by a more correct discourse, 
or a more calm and regular manner of speaking. 

Monday S9, 1 rode to Canterbury. The congregation in 
the evening was deeply serious, and most of them present 
again at five in the morning. I hope God will again have 
much pec^le in this place, who will worship him with more 
knowledge, and as much earnestness, as their fore&thers did 
die Virgin Mary, or even St. Thcmias a Becket. 

Tuesday SO, I designed to preach abroad in the evening, 
the house being far too small for the congregation; but the 
rain and wind would not suffer it. Wednesday 31, 1 ex- 
amined the Society, one by one : Some, I found, could al- 
ready rejoice in God, and all seemed to be hungering after 
it. Friday, February 2, I preiached in Uie evening at 
Shoreham ; and Saturday 3, returned to London. 

Sunday 4, I preached at Hayes* What a change is here 
within a year or two! Instead of the parishioners going 
out of Church, the people come now from many miles 
round. The Church was filled in the afternoon likewise, 
and all behaved well but the dingers ; whom I therefore re« 
proved before the congregation ; and some of them were 
ashamed. 

Monday 5, I rode to Mrs. C 's, at St. Ann's, near 

Chertsea* It was her design that I should preach in the 
rrening in her summer-house, a large, eight-square room, 
which was supported by a frame of wood. This was quickly 
filled : but as it was not intended to bear such a we%ht, 
the main beam beneath split in sunder. This I did not then 
know ; but finding the room too small, I went out, and stood 
in the gallery before it. The people then came out too, went 
down, and stood below, without any hurry or confusion. 

Thursdays, It was about a quarter after twelve, that the 
earthquake began at the skirts of the town. It began in the 
south-east, went through Southwark, under the river, and 
Ihen from one end of London tp the other. It was observed 
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at Westminster and GrosYenor-square a quarter before one : 
(perhaps, if we allow for the difference of the clocks, about 
a quarter of an hour after it began in Southwark. ) Tbeie 
were three distinct shakes, or waYings to and fro, attended 
with a hoarse, rumbling noise, like thunder. How gently 
does God deal with this naticm I O that our repentance may 
preYent beaYier marks of his displeasure ! 

Friday 9, We had a comfortable Watch-night at the 
Chapel. About eleYcn o'clock it came into my mind, that 
this was the Yery day and hour in which, ibrty years ago, 
I was taken out of the flames. 1 stopped, and gave a short 
account of that wonderful proYidence. The Yoice of praise 
and thanksgiYing went up on high, and great was our re- 
joicing before the Lord. 

On Monday 18 I had designed to set out for Bristol : 
but I could not go yet^ there was such a flame kindled in 
London. HoweYer, I rode to Brentford, and preached a9 
I had appointed, and then went on - to Chertsea. Word 
had been industriously spread about the town, that I would 
not come that night. HoweYer, many came to see whether 
I would or not ; to whom I offered the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Wednesday 14, The Watch-night at the Founderyseem* 
ed the shortest I had eyer known ; indeed we knew not how 
the hours. stole away, while prayer was lost in praise add 
thangsgiYing. Friday 16, we had a solemn &st-day, 
ttc^tiQg, aA before, at Ayc, scYeii, ten, and one. Many of 
the rich were at the Chapel in the CYcning. Who hath 
vOamed you to Jlee from the zorath to come ? 

Saturday 17, After preaching at Snowsfields, I went into 
a friend's house. A poor sinner indeed followed me, one 
who was broken in pieces by the couYincing Spirit, and ut- 
tered such cries as pierced the hearts of all that heard. We 
poured out our souls before God in prayer, and light sprung 
up in her heart. 

Sunday 18, To-day likewise, whercYer we assembled to- 
gether, God caused his power to be known : but particu- 
larly at the LoYe-feast. The honest simplicity with which 
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several spoke, in declaring the manner of Grod's dealii^ 
witii them, set the hearts of others on fire : and the* flame 
spread more and more ; till haying stayed near an hour 
longer than usual, we were constrainai to part. 

Monday 19, I preached at Windsor about one, and at 
St. Ann's in the evening. The congregation was large, 
and extremely still and attentive, a very few persons ex* 
cepted. Tuesday 20, Mr. M had given notice, with- 
out my knowledge, that I would preach at Hayes cm Tues- 
day. I was afraid few would trouble themselves to hear : 
but I was deceived 5 for there was a large congr^ation. 
Surely some of these will, at length, understand the things 
iaohich belong unto their peace, 

Wednesday 21, I preached in the old French Church in 
Grey-eagle-street, Spital-fields. It was extremely full, 
and many of the hearers were greatly moved. But who will 
endure to the end ? 

Thursday 22, Having been sent for several times, I went 
to see a young woman in Bedlam. But I had not talked 
with her long, before one gave me to know, that ** None of 
these preachers were to come there.** So we are forbid to 
go to Newgate, fox ksix ot making them wicked; and ta 
Bedlam, for fear of driving them mad! 

Tuesday 27, I at length forced myself fircMn London* 
We dined a little beyond Colnbrook, spoke plain to all in 
the house, and left them foil of thankfulness, and of good 
resolutions. I preached at Reading in the evening ; and in 
the morning, Wednesday 28, took horse, with the north 
wind foil in our face. It was piercingly cold, so that I could 
TBcarcely feel whether I had* any hands or feet, when I came 
to Blewbury. After speaking severally to the members of 
the Society, I preached to a large congregation. In the 
evening I met my brother at Oxford, and preached to a 
small, serious company. 

Thursday, March 1, In riding to Cirencester, I read* 
Dr. Bates's Elenchus motuum nuperorum in Anglia. His 
Latin is not much inferior to Caesar's, whom he seems stu- 
diously to imitate ; and his thoughts are generally just ; 
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only that he has no more mercy on the Puritans, than upon 
Cronnrdl. ' 

I dined at a house beyond Faringdon, where both the 
man and his wife appeared thankful for instruction. I 
preached at Cirencester in the evening, to a large, bat not 
serious ccn^egation. Friday 2, I left this uiicon(kfbrtai^6 
phice, and in the afternoon came to Bristol. 

Many miserable comforters were with me soon, coniplain- 
ing, one after another, of the want of lively preacJhers, the 
hurt the Germans had done to some, and R. W.* to- others^ 
and the ftlniost universal coldness, heavind^, and de^idnessr. 
among the pc^bple. I knew but^ one that ik>uld help. 
So we called upon God, to arise aiid maintain his own cause. 
An& this evening we had a token for good, fot' kis word wail 
as a two^ged sword. 

Sunday 4, I desired John W. to preach at five. And I 
no longer wondered at the deadness of his hearers. I preach- 
ed at Kipgswood at eight, and God i;p6ke to many hearts : 
yea, and to a few even at Connam. But the greatest bles»« 
ing was in the evening at Bristol, when We were all con- 
vinced, God had not forgotten to be gracious. 

Tuesday 6, I began writing a short French Grammar* 
We observed Wednesday 7, as a day of fasting and prayer. 
I preached at five, on Repent and do the first works. The 
time from seven to nine, from ten to twelve, and from one 
to three, we spent in prayer, and at our last meeting espe^ 
cially found that God was in the midst of us. 

Thursday 8, I desired all the Preachers that were in 
Bristol, to meet me at four in the afternoon ; and so every 
day while I was in town. In the evening God rent the 
rocks again. I wondered at the words he gave me to speak. 
But he doth lAatsoever pleaseth him. 

To-day God gave the people of London a second warn- 
ing ; of which my brother wrote as follows : — 

^^ This morning, a quarter after five, we had another 
shock of an earthquake, far more violent than that of 
February 8. I was just repeating my text, when it shook 
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the Foundery so yiolentlj, that we all expected it to fall 
upon our heads. A great ciy followed from the women and 
the children. I immediately cried otft, Therefore will we 
not fear J though the earth be moved^ and the hills be car^ 
tied into the midst of the sea : for the Lord of Hosts is 
with us ; the God of Jacob is our refuge. He filled my 
heart with faith, aiui my mouth with words^ shaking their 
souls as well as their bodies." 

The earth moved westward, then east, then westward 
again, through all London and Westminster. It was a 
strong and jarring motion, attended with a rumbling noise, 
like Chat of distant thanden Many houses were much 
ohakoi, and some chimneys thrown down, but without 
any farther hurt. 

Saturday 10, I talked at large with the Masters of Kings- 
wood School, concerning the children and the management. 
They all agreed that one of the boys studiously laboured to 
corrupt the rest. I would not sufier him to stay any longer 
under the roof, but sent him home that very hour. 

Sunday 11, I began visiting the Society at Kingswood, 
strangely continuing without either increase or decrease. On 
the following days I visited that at Bristol. What cause 
have we to be humbled over this people ! Last year more 
than a hundred members were added : this year near an 
hundred are lost. Such a decay has not been in this So- 
ciety before, ever since it began to meet together. 

I should willingly have spent more time at Bristol, 
finding more and more proofs that God was reviving his 
work ; but that the accounts I received from Ireland made 
me think it my duty to be there as soon as possible : so on 
Monday 20, 1 set out with Christopher Hopper for the New 
Passage. When we came thither, the wind was high, and 
almost full against us : nevertheless we crossed in less than 
two hours, and reached Cardiff before night, where I 
preached at seven, and found much refreshment. 

Taesday 21, Expecting to preach at Aberdare, si;^teen 
Wdsh miles from Cardiff, I rode thither over the mouu* 
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tains. But we found no notice had been given : so^ after 
resting an hour, we set out for Brecknock. The rain did 
not intermit at all, till we came within sight of it. Twice 
my horse fell down, and threw m^ over his head ; but with- 
out any hurt, either to man or beast. 

Wednesday 22, We rode to Builth, where we found no* 
tice had been given, that Howell Harris would preach at 
noon. By this mean a large congregation was assembled ; 
but Howell did not come : so at their request I preached. 
Between four and five Mr. Philips set out with us for Roy- 
ader. I was much out of order in the morning : however, 
I held out toLanidlos,' and then lay down. After an hour's 
sleep I was much better, and rode on to Machuntleth. 

About an hour and a half before we came to DoU-y-gelly, 
the heavy rain began. We were on the brow of the hill, 
so we took all that came^ our horses being able to go but 
half a foot-pace. But we had amends made us at our Inn. 
John Lewis, and all his house, gladly joined with us in 
prayer : and all we spoke to appeared willing to hear and 
to receive the truth in love. 

Friday 24, Before we looked out, we h^ard the roar- 
ing of the wind, and the beating of the rain. We took 
horse at five. It rained incessantly all the way we rode. 
And when we came on the great mountain, four miles from 
the town, (by which time l.was wet from my neck to my 
waist) it was with great difiiculty I could avoid being borne 
over my mare's head, the wind being ready to carry us all 
away : nevertheless, about ten we came safe to DannabuU, 
praising him who saves both man and beast. 

Our horses being well tired, and ourselves thoroughly 
wet, we rested the remainder of the day ; the rather, be- 
cause several of the family understood English, an imcom- 
mon thing in these parts. We spoke closely to these, and 
they appeared much afiected, particularly when we all 
joined in prayer. 

Saturday 25, We set out at five, and at six came to the 
Sands. But the tide was in, so that we could not pass : so 
I sat down in a little cottage for three or four hours^ and 
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translated Aldrich's Logic. About ten we passed, and be- 
fore five came to BaMon Ferry, and found the boat ready 
for us : but the boatmen desired us to stay a while, saying, 
<^ The wind was too high, and the tide too strong." The 
secret was, they stayed for more passengers ; and it was 
•well they did : for wjiile we were walking to and fro, Mr. 
Jenkin Moigan came ; at whose house, near half way be- 
tween the Ferry and Holyhead, I had lodged three years 
before. The night soon came on ; but our guide, knowing 
all the country, brought us safe to his own door. 

Sunday 26, I preached at Howell Thomas's, in Trefoil- 
win parish, to a small, earnest congregation. As many did 
not understand, one of the brethren repeated the substance 
of the sermon in Welsh. In the afternoon I went to Wil- 
liam Pritchard's, though much against my will, as there 
was none there to interpret, and I was afraid very few of 
my hearers could understand English. But I was mistaken : 
the congregation was larger than I had ever seen in Angle- 
sea. A considerable number of them understood English 
tolerably well ; and the looks, sighs, and gestures of those 
that did not, shewed that God was speaking to their hearts. 
It was a glorious opportunity. The whole congregation 
seemed to bemelted down.* So little do we know the extent 
of God's power. If he will work, what shall hinder him ? 

The wind being contrary, I accepted of the invitation of 
an honest Exciseman, ( Mr. Holiday, ) to stay at his house 
till it should change. Here I was in a little, quiet, solitary 
spot, ( marime animo exoptatum meo ! ) where no human 
voice was heard, but those of the family. On Tuesday I 
desired Mr. Hopper to ride over to Holyhead, and enquire 
concerning our passage. He brought word that we might, 
probably, pass in a day or two ; so on Wednesday we both 
went thither. Here we overtook John Jane, who had set 
out on foot from Bristol, with three shillings in his pocket. 
Six nights out of the seven since he set out, he had been en- 
tertained by utter strangers. He went by us we could not 
tell how, and reached Holyhead on Sunday, with one 
penny left. 
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By him we sent back our horses to Mr. Morgan's. I bad 
a large congr^ation in the evening. It abnost grieved me, 
I could give them but one sermon, now they were at length 
mllingto hear. About eleven we were called to go on 
board, the wind being quite fair : and so it continued till 
we were just out of the harbour. It then turned west, and 
blew a storm. There was neither moon nor stars, but rain 
and wind enough ; so that I was soon tired of staying cm 
deck. But we met another storm below : for who should 

be there, but the famous Mr. Gr of Caernarvonshire ! 

A clumsy, overgrown, hard-iaced man ; who^ countenance 
I could only compare to that ( which I saw in Drujry-lane 
thirty years ago ) of one of the Ruffians in Macbeth. I was 
goir^ to lie down, when he tumbled in, and poured out 
such a volley of ribaldry, obscenity, and blasphemy, every 
second or third word being an oath, as was scarcely ever 
heard at Billingsgate. Finding there was no room for me 
to speak, I retired into my cabin, and left him lo Mr. Hop- 
per. Soon after, one or two of his pwn company inter- 
posed, and canied him back to his cabin. 

Thursday 29, We wrought our way four or five leagues 
toward Ireland ; but were driven back in the afternoon to 
the very mouth of the harbour : nevertheless, the wind 
shifting one or two points, we ventured out again ; and by 
midnight we were got about half-seas-over ; but the wind 
then turning full against us, and blowing hard, we were dri« 
venback again, and were glad about nine to get into the bay 
QBce more. 

In the ev^iing I was surprised to see, instead of some 
poor, plaifl^ people, a room fidlof men, daubed with gold 
and silver. That I might not go out of their depth I began 
expounding the story of Dives and Lazarus. It was more 
applicable than I was aware ; several of them, (as I Uft;er- 
wards learned, ) being eminently wicked men. I delivered 
my own soul ; but they could in no wise bear it. One and 
another walked away, murmuring sorely. Four stayed till 
I drew to a close : they then ' put on their hate, and began 
talking to one another* I mildly reproved them ; on whjch 



32 ' REV. JOHN Wesley's journal, [april 1750. 

they rose up and went away, railing and blaspheming. I 
had then a comfortable hour with a company of plain, 
honest Welshmen. 

In the night there was a yehement storm. Blessed be 
God that we were safe on shore. Saturday 31, I determin- 
ed to wait one week longer, and, if we could not sail then, 
to go and wait for a ship at Bristol. At seven in the evening, 
just as I was going down to preach, I heard a huge noise, 
and took knowledge of the rabble of gentlemen. They had 
now strengthened themselves with drink and numbers, and 

placed Capt. Gr (as they called him) at their head. 

He soon burst open both the outward and inner door, struck 
old Robert Gri£Bths, our Landlord, several times, kicked 
his wife, and, with twenty full-mouthed oaths and curses, 
demanded, *^ Where is the Parson ? " Robert Griffiths came 
up, and desired me to go into another room, where he 
locked me in. The Captain followed him quickly, broke 
open one or two doors, and got on a chair, to look on the 
top of a bed : but his foot slipping, ( as he was not a man 
made for climbing, ) he fell down backward all his length. 
He rose leisurely, turned about, and, with his troop, walked 
away. 

I then went down to a small company of the poor people, 
and spent half an hour with them in prayer. About nine, 
as we were preparing to go to bed, the house was beset 
again. The Captain burst in first. Robert Griffiths' 
daughter was standing in the passage, with a pail of water, 
with which, ( whether with design, or in her fright, I know 
not, ) she covered him from head to foot. He cried, as well 
as he could, " M — ^urder ! Murder ! " and stood very still 
for some moments. In the mean time, Robert Griffiths step- 
ped by him, and locked the door. Finding himself alone, 
he began to change his voice, and cry, " Let me out, let 
me out." Upon his giving his word and honour, that none 
of the rest should come in, they opened the door, and all 
went away together. 

Sunday, April 1, We designed to set out early for Mr. 
HoUoways ; but the rain kept us till eight o'clock* We 
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then set out, having one of Holyhead for our guide, reached 
a Church, six or seven miles off, about eleven, (where we 
stopped till the service was ended) and went on to William 
Pritchard's, near Llanerell-ymadd. I had appointed to 
preach there at four. I found the same i^pirit as before 
among this loving, simple people. Many of our heart3 
burned within us : and I felt what I spoke. The kingdom of 
God is at hand. 

Many who were come from the town earnestly pressed me 
to go and preach there, assuring me it was the general de- 
sire of the inhabitants. I fdt a strong aversion to it, but 
would not refuse, not knowing what God might have to do. 
So I went : but we were scarcely set down, when the sons of 
Belial from all parts gathered together, add compassed the 
house. I could just understand their oaths and curses, which 
were broad Epglish, and sounded on every side. The rest of 
their language was lost upon me, as mine was upon them. 
Our friends would have had me stay within : but I judged 
it best to look them in the face, while it was open day. So 
I bade them open the door, £^nd Mr. Hopper and I walked 
straight through the midst of them . Having procured a guide, 
we then went on without hindrance, to our retreat at Mr. 
HoUoway's. Surely this journey will be for good ; for hir 
therto we have had continual storms, both by sea and land* 

Tuesday 3, Mr. William Jones of TrefoUwiuj called an^ 
told us, an exhorter was preaching a little way off. We 
went and found him on the Common, standing on a little 
rock, in the midst of an att^itive congregation^ After he 
had done I preached, and then returned to my study at 
Laiigevnye. Thursday 5, 1 read over great part of Greratd's 
Meditationes Sacrae, a book recommended to me in the 
strongest terms. But, alas ! how was I disappointed ! They 
have spme masterly strokes, but are in general trite and flat, 
the thoughts being as poor as the Latin. It is well every 
class- of writers has a class of readers, or these meditations 
would never have come to a second impression. 

About noon I preached two miles west of Jilanerell-ymadd, 
and in the evening, about a quarter of a mile further. Not 
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one scoffer is found in these congregations^ but whoever 
hears, hears for his life. Friday 6, 1 preached near Uane^ 
rell-ymad at noon, and at TrefoUwin in the evening. Ob- 
serving at night, the wind was changed, I rode to Holj> 
head early in the morning. A ship was just ready to sail; 
so we went on board, and in the evening landed at Dublin. 

Sunday 8, 1 preached morning, afternoon, and ev^iing, 
and then exhorted the Society to stand fast in the good, old 
Bible-way, and not move from it, to the right hand or to 
the left. I found Mr. Lunell in so violent a fever, that there 
was little hope of his life ; birt he revived the moment he 
pw me, and fell into a breathing sweat. He began to re- 
cover from that time. Perhaps for this also was I sent* 

Monday 9, 1 found, upon enquiry, many things had been 
represented to me worse than they really were. But it is 
well : If they had not been so represented, I should scarcely 
have come over this year. Tuesday 10, 1 learned the real 
case of Roger Ball. He first deceived Mr. L. and W. T. ; 
who quickly agreed, that so valuable a man must be em- 
ployed immediately. So he was invited to preach to our 
congregation, and received as one of our family. But it 
soon appeared what manner of man he was, ftill of guile, 
and of the most abominable errors ; one of which was, 
^^That a believer had a right to all women." 1 marvel he 
has turned only three persons out of the way. 

Wednesday 11,1 found some of the fruits of his laboujs. 
One of the leaders told me frankly, " He had left off cowir 
municating for some time; for St. Paul said. Touch noty 
taste noty handle not^ And all seemed to approve of drop- 
ping the preaching on Tuesday and Thursday, " seeing the 
dear Lamb is the only teacher." 

Thursday 12, 1 breakfasted with one of the Society^ and 
found she had a lodger I little thought of. It was the fitmous 
Mrs. Pilkington, who soon made an excuse for following, mc 
up stairs. I talked with her seriously about an hour. We 
then sung, " Happy Magdalene." She appeared to be ex- 
ceedingly struck. How long the impression may last, Grod 
knows. 
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We dined at Mr. P/s. A young married woman was 
Uiere, who was lately a zealous Papist, and had converted 
several Protestant hereticks to the Romish faith : but setting 
on some of the Methodists, they converted her; at least, con- 
vinced her of the great truths of the Gospel. Immediately 
her relations, her husband in particular, renounced her : but 
she was moved by none of these things, desiring nothing op 
earth but to experience the fiiith which once she persecuted. 
In the^ evening I was sent for by one, who had reasoned him- 
self out of all his Christianity, and was now in doubt, whe- 
ther the soul would survive the body. Surely even specula.- 
tive faith is the gift of God ; nor without him, can we hold 
even this fast, 

Saturday 14, J. R. came from Cork, and brought us a 
ferther account of what had been transacted there. From 
the beginning of February to the end of it. King Nicholas 
had reigned. How he still used his power, may appear, 
firom two or three instances. 

William Jewel, Clothier, of Shanaon Church-lane, de- 
poses. That Nicholas Butler, with a riotous mob, several times 
assaulted this deponent's house : That particularly on Fei* 
bruary S3^ he came thither with a large mob : That several 
of the rioters entered the house, and swore, The first who 
resisted, they would blow his brains out : That the depo- 
nent's wife, endeavouring to stop them, was assaulted anc} 
beaten by the said Butler ; who then ordered his men to 
break the windows, which they did, with stones of a consi- 
derable weight. 

Mary Philips, of St. Peter's Church-lane, deposes. That 
on February 26, about seven in the evening, N. B. came 
to her house with a large mob, and asked where her hus- 
band was : That as soon as she appeared, he first abused 
her in the grossest terms, and then struck her. on the head, 
so that it stunned her ; and she verily believes, had not 
some within thrust to, and fastened the door, she should 
have be^i murdered on the spot. 

Elizabeth Gardelet, wife of Joseph Gardelet, Corporal in 
Colonel Pawlet's regiment, Captain Charlton's company, 
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deposes. That on Febniarjr 2S, as she was going tmi cfhet 
lodgings, being big with child, she was met by Butler and 
his nMrf> : That Batler, without any manner of proTOcation, 
immediate! J fell upon her, striking her with both his fists oa 
the side of her head, which beat her head against the wall ; 
That she endeayonred to escape from him, but he pursued 
her, and struck her seyeral times in the £ice : That she ran 
inta the schod-jard *fi>r shelter ; but he followed, caught 
hold of h^, sajing, ^^ You whore, jou stand on consecrated 
ground,'^ and threw her with such force across the lane, 
that she was driven against the opposite wall : That when 
she had recovered herself a little, she made the best of 
the waj to her lodging ; but he still pursued her, and over* 
took her, as* she was going up the stairs : That he struck 
her wifli his fist on the stomach, which strcAe knocked her 
down <backward : That, falling with the small of her back 
on the edge of one of the stairs, she was not able to rise 
again: That her pains immediately came upon her, and 
about two in the morning she misotrried. 

These, with several more depositions to the same efiect, 
were at the lent assizes laid before the Grand Jury : yet they 
did not find any of these bills ! But they found one against 
Daniel Sullivan, (no preacher, but an hearer of Mr. Wesley) 
who, when Butler and his mob were discharging a shower 
of stones upon him, put them all in bodily fear, by dis- 
charging a pistol, without any ball, over their heads. If 
any man wrote this story to England in a quite different 
manner, and fixed it on a young Methodist preacher, let 
him be ashamed. 

Several of the persons presented as vagabonds in autumn, 
appeared at these assises. But none appearing against them, 
they were acquitted, with honour to themselves, and shame 
to their persecutors ; who, by bringing the matter to a judi- 
cial determination, plainly shewed, ** There is law even for 
Methodists ; "^ and gave his Majesty's Judge a fair occasion 
to declare the utter illegality of all riots, and the inexcusa- 
bleness of tolerating (much more causing) them on any pre- 
tence whatsoever* 
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Edster-daj, April 15, 1 preached morniog and evening ; 
but my voice was so weak, it could scarcely be heard. Wed- 
nesday 18, one, who upon her turning to God, had been 
turned out of doors, and disowned by all her relations, ( very 
good Protestants ! ) was received into the house of God, not 
made with hands. We rejoiced over her in the eveiiing 
with exceeding joy. Happy they, who lose ^U, and gain 
Christ. 

Thursday 19, I rode with J. B. through a heavy rain to 
£den-derry. The congregation was much larger than I e2> 
pected ; and both in the evening and the morning we praised 
God with joyful lips, 

Friday SO, I rode to Portarlington, on a very bad horse, 
and was glad of a little rest. Sunday S3, Tpreached at 
eight : at Closeland about two ; and between fivje and six 
at Portarlington, to almost all the gentry in the town, on 
Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. Monday 23, 
I preache(]^ at Closeland again, and the next morning spoke 
severally with the members of the Society, increased both in 
number and in the grace of God, 

Wednesday 25, 1 dined at Mr. K.'s, who had lived 
utterly without God, for about seventy years : but God had 
now made hoih him, and most of his household, partakers 
of like precious faith. When I first came into the house, he 
was in an agony of pain, from a hurt of about forty-five 
years standing. I advised to apply hot nettles : the pain 
presently coased, and he arose and praised God. 

Thursday 26, I examined the Class of children, many of 
whom are rejoicing in Grod. I then sought after some of the 
sheep that were lost, and left all I spoke with, determined 
to return. About noon I read the letters, and in the after«> 
noon rode cheerfully to Mountmellick. I foimd the Society 
here much increased in grace, and yet lessened in number : 
a case which I scarcely remember to have met with before, in 
all England and Ireland. 

Sunday 29, 1 preached at eight, at two, and at five, when 
some of our most vehement opposers were present, and hy 
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their seriousness and attention, gave us reason to hope, they 
will oppose no more. 

Monday SO, I baptized a man and woman, ( late^akers ) 
as I had done another the night before. Afterwards I visited 
the sick. The first we went to, had been a Papist, but was 
cast out for hearing us. While we were at prayer, she cried 
bitterly after God, refusing to be comforted i nor did she 
cease, till he revealed his Son in her heart, which she could 
not but declare to all that wctc in the house. About one I 
administered the Lord*s Supper to a sick person, with a few 
of our brethren and sisters. Being straitened for time, I used 
no extemporary prayer at all : yet the power of God was so 
unusually present, during the whole time, that several kiiew 
not how to contain themselves, being quite overwhelmed 
with joy and love. 

Thence we rode to Tullamore. It being the fair-day, 
many were tolerably drunk. When I began to preach, they 
made a little disturbance for a while; but the bulk of the 
audience were deeply attentive. 

Tuesday, May 1, 1 found many of the first were become 
last, being returned as a dog to the vomit. In the evening 
my hoarseness (contracted in Dublin) was so increased, tha* 
I doubt few of the congregation could hear. In meeting the 
Society, I reproved them sharply for their lukewammess and 
covetousness. In that hour the spirit of contrition came 
down, and all of them seemed broken in pieces. At the same 
time my voice was restored in a moment, so that I could 
once more sing praise to God. 

Wednesday 2, 1 rode to TyrrePs-pass, and found more 
than double the congregation which I had there last year. 
The next day, when I spoke to those of the Society seve- 
rally, I had still greater cause to rejoice ; finding a great 
part of them watking in the light^ and praising God all the 
day long. Friday 4, 1 preached about noon at Cooly-lough, 
and about six, in the market-house at Athlone. 

Sunday 6, 1 addressed myself in the morning to the Back- 
sliders, firom How shall J give thee up, Ephraim ? At one, 
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U) the unawakened, from What is a man profited, if he gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul .< In the evening I 
preached to a fiur larger congregation, on the Connaught 
side of the river. In the midst of the sermon, a man with a 
fine curvetting horse drew off a large part of the audience; 
I paused a litde, and then raising my voice, said, If there 
are any more of you, who think it is of more concern to see 
a danciBg horse, than to hear the Gospel of Christ, pray go 
after them. They took the reproof. The greater part cama 
baiok directly, and gave double attention. 

Monday 7, When I met the Society in the evening, one 
, who liad been always afraid of exposing herself, was struck 
so tiiat she could not help crying but aloud, being in strong 
agonies both of soul and body. Indeed her case was quite 
peculiar. She felt no fear of hell, but an inexpressible sense 
of the sufferings of Christ, accompanied with sharp bodily 
pain, as if she had literally suffered with him. We con- 
tinued in prayer till twelve o'clock, and left her patiently 
waiting for salvation. 

Tuesday 8, 1 dined at Mr. T.'s. Two oth^ Clergymen 
were present, and Mr. H., member of parliament for the 
county. We soon fell upcm Just^cation and Inspiration^ 
and after a free conversation seemed nearly of one mind. 

Thursday 10, 1 read the letters. A famous drunkard and 
swearer, stood as long as he could, and then fell down upo0 
his knees before the whole congregation. All appeared to 
be much moved. It was with difficulty I broke from than 
about noon, and rode to Ahaskra ; where I preached in the 
ev^ng to an exceedingly serious congregation, on Seekjfe 
the Lord, while he may be found. 

Friday 11, 1 talked largely with the two Miss M,.'s. The 
eldar, I found, had once known the love of God, but not 
kept it long, and seemed to be now earnestly moumiog after 
it. The younger had never left her first love ; and in the 
midst of great bodily weakness, had no fear of death, but a 
desire to depart, and to be with Christ^ 

Saturday 12^ I lode to Mr. Simpson's^ near Oatfield ; and 
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in the evening preached at Aughrim, to a welKmeaning^ 
$leepy people. Sunday 13, I strove to shake some of 
them out of sleep, by preaching as sharply as I could« We 
had such a congregation at Church, as ( it was said ) had not 
been seen there, for twenty years before. After Church, I 
preached to abundance of Papists as well as Protestants ? 
and now they seemed to be a little more awake. About five 
in the afternoon I preached at Ahaskra, to a congr^ation 
gathered from all parts. .O what a harvest might be in lie* 
land, did not the poor Protestants hate Christianity, "wot^e 
than either Popery or Heathenism ! • 

Monday 14, 1 rode to Birr. The number of people thai 
assembled hiere in the evening, and at five in the mornings 
and their serious attention, gave me some hope, that thete 
will more good be done even in this place. Wednesday 16f, 
at eleven I preached in the Assen^blyTroom at Nenagh, and 
in the evening at Limerick. Thursday 17, the Church wa9 
full at five : and one may truly say, it was full of the pre^ 
sence of God. The evening was cold and blustering, sotbat 
J was obliged to preach in the house, though there was by 
no meam room for the congregation. I afterward told the 
Society freely and plainly of their faults. They received ij; 
as became men fearing God. 

Friday 18, I dined at Killmallock, once a flourishing 
city, now a vast heap of ruins. In the afternoon we called 
at Killdorrery. A Clergyman was there a little before us, 
who would talk with me whether I would or not. After an 
hour's conversation, we parted in love, But our stay here 
made it so late before we reached Rathcormuck, that I could 
not well preach that evening. Saturday 19, I preached 
about eleven, and in the afternoon rode on to Cork. 

About nine in the evening I came to Alderman Pern- 
brock's^ Sunday 20, understanding the usual place of 
preaching would by no ineans contain those who desired to 
hear, about eight I went to Hammond's Marsh. The con-? 
gregation was large, and deeply attentive. A few of the 
rabble gathered at a distance; but by little ^nd little they 
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drew near, and mixed with the congregation : so that I have 
seldom seen a more quiet and orderly assembly at any 
Church in England or Ireland. 

In the afternoon, a report being spread abroad, that the 
Mayor designed to hinder my preaching on the Marsh in the 
evening, I desired Mr. Skelton and Mr. Jones to wait upon 
him, and enquire concerning it. Mr. Skelton asked, ^^ If 
my preaching there would be disagreeable to him ; " ad« 
ding, "Sir, if it would, Mr. Wesley will not do it," He 
replied warmly, " Sir, I'll have no mobbing." Mr. Skel-^ 
ton said, ^^ Sir, there was none this morning." He answer'* 
ed, ^' There was. Are there not Churches and Meeting* 
houses enough ? I will have no more mobs and riots." 
Mr. Skelton replied, " Sir, neither Mr. Wesley, nor they 
that beard him, made either mobs or riots." He answered 
plainly, '^ I will have no more preaching : and if 
Mr. Wesley attempts to preach, / am prepared for him." 
' I began preaching in our own house «oon after five, Mn 
Mayor meantime was walking in the 'Change, and giving 
orders to the to^mTdrummers, and to his Serjeants^— doubts 
less to go down and keep the peace ! They accordingly 
came down to the house, with an innumerable mob attend-* 
ing them. They continued drumming, and I continued 
preaching, till I had finished my discourae. When I came 
out, the mob immediately closed me in. Observing one of 
the Serjeants standing by, I desired him to keep the King's 
peace: but he replied, ^^ Sir, I have no orders to do that." 
As soon as I came into the street, the rabble threw whatever 
came to hand. But all went by me, or flew over my head ; 
nor do I remember that one thing touched me. I walked on 
straight through the midst of the rabble, looking every man 
before me in the face ; and they opened on the right and 
left, till I came near Dant's-bridge. A large party had 
taken possession of this, one of whom was bawling out, 
" Now, hey for the Romans ! " When I came up, they 
likewise shrunk back, and I walked through them to Mr. 
Jenkins's house. But a Papist stood just within the door, 




49 RET. JOH)r WESLcr's JouRNAir. [mat 1750. 

and endeavoured to hioder my going in $ till one of tl^ 
mob ( I suppo^ aiming at me, but missing) knocked her 
down flat. I then went in, and Grod restoined die wild 
beasts, so that not one attempted to foUow me. 

But many of the congr^ation were more rcmghly hand- 
led ; particularly Mr. Jcmes, who was covered wift diirt, 
and escaped with his life almost by miracle. The mam 
body of the mob then went to the house, brought out all flie 
seats and benches, tore up the floor, the door, the firameg 
of the windows,, and whatever ot wood-work remained $ 
part of which they carried off for their own uto, and the 
lest they burned in the open street. 

Finding there was no probability of their dispersmg, I 
sent to Alderman Pembrock, who immediately desired Ifr. 
Alderman Winthrop, his nephew, to go down* to Mr. 
Jenkins: with whom I walked up the street, none givii^ 
me an unkind or disrespectful word. 

Monday 21, I rode on to Band<m. From three in the 
afternoon till past seven, the mob of Cork marched in grand 
procession, and th^i burned me in effigy near Danf s-brii%e. 

While they were so busily employed, Mr. Haughtcmtook 
theoppTTrtunity of going down to HammondVmaish. fle 
called at a friend's house there ; where the good woman in 
great care, locked him in. But observii^ many pecq;de 
were met, he threw up the sash, and preached to tbcsa out 
of the window. Many seemed deeply afiected, even ci 
those who had been persecutors before. And they all qui- 
etly retired to their several hoines, before the mob was at 
leisure to attend them. 

Tuesday 22, The mob and drummers were moving again, 
between three and four in the morning. The same evenii^ 
they came down to the Marsh, but stood at a distance fiom 
Mr. Stockdale's house, till the drums beat, and the Mayor's 
Serjeant beckoned to them, on which they drew up, and be« 
gan the attack. The Mayor being sent for, came with a party 
of soldiers, and said to the mob, ^^ Lads, once, twice, thric^ 
I bid you go home. Now I have done." He then went 
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back, taking the soldiers with him. On which the mob, 
pursuant to their instructions, went on and broke all the 
glass, and most of the window-frames in pieces. » 

Wednesday 23, The mob was still patrolling the streets, 
abusing all that were called Methodists, and threatening to 
murder them, and pull down their houses, if they did not 
leare this wai/. . Thursday 34, they again assaulted Mr. 
Stockdale^s house, broke down the boards he had nailed up 
against the windows, destroyed what little remained of the 
window frames and shu^rs, and damaged a considerable 
part of his goods. 

Friday 25, One Roger OTerrall fixed up an Advertise- 
ment at the public Exchange, that he was ready to head 
any mob, in oTder to pull down any house that should dare 
to harbour a Swadler : ( a name given to Mr. Cennick first, 
by a i^opish Priest, who heard him speak of a child zcrap^ 
ped in swadling clothes; ' and probably did not know the 
expression was in the Bible, a book he was not much ac- 
quainted with.) 

All this time God gave us great peace at Bandon, not- 
withstanding the unwearied labours, both public and pri- 
vate, of good Dr. B , to stir up the people. But on 

Saturday 26, many were under great apprehensions of what 
was to be done in the evening. I began preaching in the 
main street at the usual hour, but to more than twice the 
usu^ congregation. After I had spoke about a quarter of 
9if^our, a Clerg3rman, who had planted himself near me, 
with aYery large stick in his hand, according to agreement, 
opened the scene. (Indeed, his friends assured me, "he 
was in drink^ or he would not have done it." ) But before 
he had uttered many words, two or three resolute women, 
by main strength, pulled him into a house, and, after ex- 
postulating a little, sent him away through the garden. But 
here he fdl violently on her that conducted him, not in 
anger, l>ut lore, ( such as it was ) so that she was constrain- 
ed to repel force by force, and cuff him soundly, before he 
would let her go. 
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The next champion that appeared was one Mr. M., a 
young gentleman of the town. He was attended by two 
others, with pistols in their hands. But his triumph too was 
but short : for some of the people quickly bore him away, 
though with much gentleness and civility. 

The third came on with far greater fiiry : but he was en- 
countered by a butcher of the town, (not one of the Me- 
thodists ) who ujsed him as he would an ox, bestowing one 
or two hearty blows upon his head. This cooled his 
courage, especially as none took his part. So I quietly 
finished my discourse. 

Sunday 27, I wrote to the Mayor of Cork, as follows ;— 

" MR. MAYOR, 

*^ AN hour ago I received ^ A Letter to Mr. Butler, ' just 
reprinted at Cork, The Publishers assert, * It was 
brought down from Dublin, to be distributed among the 
Society : but Mr. Wesley called in as many as he could,* 
Both these assertions are absolutely false. I read some lines 
of that Letter when I was in Dublin ; but never read it over 
before this morning. Who the Author of it is I know not : 
but this I know, I never called in one, neither concerned 
myself about it ; much less brought any down to distribute 
among the Society. 

" Yet I cannot but return my hearty thanks to the g^tle- 
men who have distributed them through the town. I be- 
lieve it will do more good than they are sensible of. For 
though I dislike its condemning the Magistrates and Clergy 
in general, ( several of whom were not concerned in the late 
proceedings) yet I think the reasoning is strong and clear : 
and that the facts referred to therein are not at all misrepre- 
sented, will sufficiently appear in due time. 

" I fear God, and honour the King. I earnestly desire 
to be at peace with all men. I have not willingly given 
any offence, either to the Magistrates, the Clergy, or any 
of the inhabitants of the City of Cork : neither do I desire 
any thing of them, but to be treated ( I will not say as a 
Clergyman, a Gentleman, or a Christian, but ) with such 
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justice and humanity as are due to a Jew, a Turk, or a 
Pagan. 

" I am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

" John Wesley." 

At eight we had such a glorious shower as usually foU 
lows a calm. After Church I began preaching again, on 
The Scripture hath concluded all under sin. In the even- 
ing a large multitude flocked together ; I believe such a 
congregation was never before seen in Bandon : and the fear 
of God was in the midst. A solemn awe seemed to run 
through the whole multitude, while I enlarged on God 
forbid that I should glorj/^ save in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Monday 28, I rode to Kinsale, one of the pleasantest 
towns which 1 have seen in Ireland. At seven I preached 
at the Exchange, to a few gentry y many poor people, and 
abundance of soldiers. All behaved like men that feared 
God. After sermon came one fromCork, and informed us, 

** Mr. W had preached both morning and afternoon 

under the wall of the Barracks : that the town-drummers 
came; but the soldiers assured them, if they went to beat 
there, they would be all cut in pieces : that then the Mayor 
came himself, at the head of his mob ; but could make no 
considerable disturbance : that he went and talked to the 
commanding officer ; but with so little success, that the 
Colonel came out, and declared to the mob, they must 
make no riot there." Here is a turn of afiairs worthy of 
God ! Doth he not rule in heaven and earth. 

Tuesday 29, I enquired concerning Richard Hutchinson, 
of whom I had heard many speak. His mother informed 
me, ** It was about August last, being then above four 
years old, that he began to talk much of God, and to ask 
abundance of questions concerning him. From that time 
he never played nor laughed, but was as serious as one of 
threescore. He constantly reproved any that cursed or 
swore, or spoke indecently in his hearing ; and frequently 
mourned over his brother, who was two or three years older, 
saying, ^ I fear my brother will go to hell ; for he does not 



46 AEV. JOHN WE8LET*8 JOURNAL. [mAT 1750. 

love Grod/ About Christmas 1 cat off his hair; on which 
he said, ^ Yoa cut off mj hair, because you are afraid I 
shall have the small-pox : but I am not afraid ; I am not 
afraid to die ; for I love God.' About three week^ ago he 
sent for all of the Society whom he knew, saying, ne must 
take his leave of them, which he did, speaking to them one 
by one, in the most tender and affectionate manner. Four 
days after, he fell ill of the small-pox, and was light-headed 
almost as soon as he was taken : but all his incoherent sen- 
tences were either exhortation, or pieces of hymns, or 
prayer. The worse he was, the more earnest he was to die, 
saying, ' I must go home, I will go home.' One said, 
* You are at home : ' He earnestly replied, * No, this is 
not my home ; I will go to heaven.' On the tenth day of 
his illness he raised himself up, and said, ^ Let me go to my 
Father. I will go home. Now, now 1 will go to my Fa» 
ther.' After which he lay down and died." 

Wednesday 30, I rode to Cork. By talking with Capt 

, 1 found there was no depending on the goqd offices 

of the Colonel. He had told the Captain with great open* 
ness, " If Mr. Wesley preached in the Barracks, and the 
mob were to come and break the windows^ I might have a 
long bill from the Barrack-master." Break the windows ? 
Nay, it is well if they had not broken the bones of all the 
soldiers ! 

A little before five I walked towards the Barracks. The 
boys quickly gatliered, and were more and more turbulent. 
But in a moment all was quiet. This, I afterwards found, 
was owing to Mr. W., who snatched a stick out of a 
man's hand, and brandished it over his head, on which th^ 
whole troop valiantly ran away. 

When we came over the South -bridge, a large mob ga- 
thered ; but before they were well formed we reached the 
Barrack-gate ; at a small distance from which I stood and 
cried. Let the wicked forsake his way. The congregation 
of serious people was large ; the mob stood about a hun- 
dred yards off. I was a little surprised to observe, that 
idmost all the soldiers kept together in a body, near the 
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gate, and knew not but the report might be true, that on a 
signal given they were all to retire into the Barracks. But 
they never stirred till I had done. As we walked away, one 

or two of them followed us. Their numbers increased, till 
we had seven or eight before, and a whole troop of them 
behind : between whom I walked, through an immense mob^ 
to Alderman Pembrock's door. 

Thursday 31, I rode to Rathcormuck. There being a 
great burying in the afternoon, to which people came from 
all parts, Mr. Lloyd read part of the burial-service in the 
Church ; after which I preached on The end of all things 
is at hand. I was exceedingly shocked at ( what I had 
only heard of before) the Irish howl which followed. It 
was not a song, as I supposed, but a dismal inarticulate 
yell, set up at the grave by four shrill-voiced women, who 
(we understood ) were hired for that purpose. But I saw 
not one that shed a tear ; for that, it seems, was not in their 
bargain. 

Friday, June 1, I rode over the mountains to Shronill, 
and found a handful of serious, loving people. I preached 
in the evening and morning, Saturday 2, and then went on 
to Limerick. 

Sunday 3, being Whitsunday, our morning service be- 
gan, as usual, at four o'clock. In the evening I preached 
at Mardyke, to four or five times as many as our Church 
would have contained. And my voice would now command 
them all : It was weak till t went to Cork : but in the midst 
of the drumming it was restored, and has never failed me 
since. 

Monday 4, I rode to Newmarket, a village near the 
Shannon, eight miles, as they caU it, from Limerick. I 
found the spirit of the people while I was preaching, but 
much more in examining the Society. Four or five times I 
was stopped short, and could not go on, being not able to 
speak : particularly when I was talking with a child, about 
nine years old, whose words astonished all that heard. The 
same spirit we found in prayer ; so that my voice was well 
nighlost among the various cries of the people. 
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Tuesday 5, 1 returned to Limerick. In examining the 
Society h^re, I could not but take particular notice of about 
sixty of the Highland regiment of soldiers, men fit to appear 
before princes. Their zeal according to knowledge has 
stirred up many : and they still speak for God, and are not 
ashamed. 

Wednesday 13, I rode to Shronill again; and in the 
morning, Thursday 14, to Clonmell. After an hour's rest 
we set forward, but were obliged to stop in the afternoon, 
sooner than we designed, by my horse's having a shoe loose. 
The poor man, at whose house we called, was not only pa- 
tient of exhortation, but exceedingly thankful for it. We 
afterwards missed our way ; so that it was near eight o'clock 
before we got over the ferry, a mile short of Waterford, 

At the ferry was a lad who asked my name ? When he 
heard it, he cried out, ^^ O Sir, you have no business here; 
you have nothing to do at Waterford. Butler has been ga- 
thering mobs there all this week : and they set upon us so, 
that we cannot walk the streets. But if you will stay at that 
little house, I will go and bring B. M^CuUoch to you." 

We stayed some time, and then thought it best to go a little 
on our way toward Portarlington. But the ferryman would 
not come over : So that, after waiting till we were weary, 
we made our way through some grounds, and over thie 
mountain, into the Carrick road, and went on, about five 
miles^ to a village where we found a quiet house. Sufficient 
for this day was the labour thereof: we were on horseback, 
with but an hour or two's intermission, from five in the 
morning, till within a quarter of eleven at night. 

Friday 15, About two in the morning I heard people 
making a great noise, and calling me by my name. They 
were some of our friends from Waterford, who informed us, 
that, upon the lad's coming in, sixteen or eighteen of them 
came out, to conduct me into the town. Not finding nie, 
they returned; but the mob met them by the way, and 
pelted them with dirt and stones to thjeir own doors. 

We set out at four, and reached Kilkenny, about twenty- 
five old Irish miles, about noon. This is by far the most 
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pleasant, as well as the most fruitful country, wbich I have 
seen in all Ireland. Our way after dinner lay by Dunmore^ ' 
The seat of the late, Duke of Ormond. We rode through 
the park for about two miles, by the side of which the riyer 
runs. I neyer saw either in England, Holland, or Germany, 
so delightful a place. The walks, each consisting of four 
rows of ashes, the tufts of trees sprinkled up and down, in« 
terspersed with the smoothest and greenest lawns, are beau« 
tifiil beyond description. And what hatH'the owner thereof ^ 
the Earl of Arran ? Not even the beholding it with his eyes. 

My horse tired in the afternoon ; so I left him behind, and 
borrowed that of my companion. I came to Emo about ele- 
ven, and would very willingly have passed the rest of the night 
there : but the good woman of the inn was not minded' 
that I should. For ;$ome time she would not answer : at last 
she opened the door just wide enough to let out four dogs 
Upon me. So I rode on to Ballybrittas, expecting a rough sa- 
lute here too, from a large dog which used to be in the yard ; 
but he never stirred, till the hostler waked and came out. 
About twelve I laid me down. I think this was the longest 
day's journey I ever rode; being fifty old Irish, that is, 
about ninety English miles. 

Saturday 16, 1 rested and transcribed the letter to Mr. 
Bailey. Suncby 17, 1 preached about nine, in the market- 
place at Portarlington ; again at one ; and immediately after 

the eviening service, the Earl of D-^ , and several other 

p^ersons of distinction, listened awhile ; but it was not to 
their taste. 

Thursday 19, 1 rode over to Dublin, and found all things 
there in a more prosperous state than ever before. • Thurs- 
day 21, 1 returned to Gloseland, and preached in the even- 
ing to a little earnest company. O who should drag me into 
a great city, if I did not know there is another world ? How 
gladly could' I spend the remainder of a busy life in solitude 
and retirement ! 

Friday 22, We had a Watch-night at Portarlington. I 
b^an before the usual time : but it was^ not easy to leave 
off; so great was our rejoicing in the Lord. Saturday S3, 1 

VOL. in. ^ £ 
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heard face to face, two that were deeply prejudiced against 
each other, Mrs. E< and Mrs^ M. But the longer they 
talked, the warmer they grew ; till, in about three hours, 
they were almost distracted. One who came in as a witness, 
was as hot as either. I perceived there was no remedy but 
prayer. So a few of us wrestled with God for above two 
hours, when we rose, Mrs. M. ran and fell on the other's 
neck. Anger and revenge were vanished away, and melted 
&own into love. One only, M. B^, continued still in bitter 
agony of souL We besought Grod in her behalf; and did 
not let him go, till she also was set at liberty. 

Smiday S4, There being no English service, I went to tl^ 
French Church. I have sometimes thought, Mr. White- 
field's action was violent : but he is a mere post to Mr. 
Calliard. In the evenii^ I preached at Mountmellick, 
where were two from Roscrea, to shew me the way thither. 
One of them gave us so strange a relation, that I thought it 
worth while to set it down, as nearly as might be, in his own 
words. The strangest part of it rests not on his own testi- 
mony alone, but on that of many of his neighbours, none of 
whom could have any manner of temptation to affirm either 
more or less than they saw with their eyes* 

" My son, John Dudley, was bom at Roscrea, in the 
year 1796. He was serious from a child, tender of consci- 
ence, and greatly fearing God. When be was at schocri, he 
did not play, like other children ; but spent his whole time 
in learning. About eighteen I took him home, and employed 
him in husbandry; and he grew more and more serious. 
On February 4, 1747, just as I was laid down in bed, he 
cried out, ' My dear fiither, I am ready to be choaked.' I 
ran, and tock him in my arms : and in about a minute he 
recovered. The next morning he cried out just as befcxe; 
and continued ill about two minutes. From this time he 
gave himself whdly to prayer ; laying aside all worldly 
business. 

" Saturday, February 7, he did not appear to have any 
bodily distemper, but desired to make his will. I said, « My 
dear child, I do not see any signs of death upon you.' He 
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seemed concerned, and said, ^ You don't believe me ; but 
yovi will soon see what I say is true.' 

^^ About noon, some neighbours condoling with me, on 
the loss of my wife, who died a few days before ; when he 
saw me weep, he laid h^ hand upon my knee, and said^ 
^ My dear &ther, do not offend God. Your late wife is a 
Ji>right saint in heaven.' Before ten we went to bed. About 
twelve he came to my chamber-door, and said ^ My dear 
honoured father, I hope you are not displeased with me fotr 
disturbing you at this time of night. But! could not go 
into my bed till I brought you these glad tidingsi. I was this 
morning before the throne, of grace ; and I pleaded inno- 
cence : but my heavenly Father answered, that would not 
do : On which I applied to our blessed Redeemer ; and now 
lie hath) by his precious blood, and his intercession, pro- 
cured . my pardon : and my heavenly^ Father hath sealed it. 
Everlasting pcaise is to his holy name. 

' I presumed to ask, How it was with my deceased 
jBiother and sisters ? On which they all six appeared, ex- 
ceedingly glorious : but my last deceased mother was 
brightest of them all ; fifty times brighter than the sun. I 
intreat I may be buried by her.' 

^^Sunday.8, 1 went early in the morning to his chamber, 
and found him at prayer, which was his constant employ- 
ment; He asked, If he should go with me to Church ? I 
said, I thought he had better read and meditate at home. 
As soon as I was gon^ he began exhorting the servants, and 
his younger brother. He then went into his chamber, where 
he continued upon his knees till I came home, crying to 
God with many tears, and sweating much, through the 
ngony of his spirit. When we were set down to dinner, I 
diesired him to eat. He : said, I have no appetite ; but to 
please:you,I'will. He then eat two little bits : and, as soon 
as thanks were given, Vbnt to his chamber. He continued 
there itt' prayer about an hour, and then came out, and said 
with a cheerful, voice and countenance, ^I never knew the 
Holy^^Obost until now. Now I am illuminated with him. 

I^med be^ my great Creator.' He returned to prayer, and 
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c6niinuecl therein till he came to family doty. In (his hm 
joined with an audible voice ; and, commending us to God^ 
tetir^ to his room. Yet he did not sleep, but continued in 
prayer all night, and all the next day. 

Tuesday, February 10, About three in tlie morning be 
put ofFall his clothes, even his shirt, and laid them in order 
on the bed, and his prayer-book in the window. Thea 
having opened two doors, he came to the outward door» I 
called, ^ Where are you going ?' He said, ^ I am going out 
of doors.* I said, ^ You need not go at this time of night.' 
He replied, <I must go.* I said, <Then make baste in 
again.' To which he gave no answer: but unlocking the 
door^ and pulling it leisurely after bim, said, ^ My dear 
fiitfaer, farewell (or ever.* 

^^ As soon as the day dawned, finding be was not reCnnied, 
I went with several of my neigbboois to seek bim. ' We 
found his track at a style near the boose, and fidlowed it 
as close as we could : but it was not possiUe to follow bim 
step by st^ ; for he bad gone to and fro above three inile^ 
through shrubs, and thick 4]|uickset hedges, and o^rer deep 
ditches foU of water. One mile of the duee was all a bog, 
fiill of sloughs, and drains, and trenches, and deep holes, 
with hardly oae fool of firm ground between them, ^^hieen 
or twenty of us being together, about nine o'do^ Samad 
him by the side of a lake. He was lyhig on the gnss, 
stretched out at length, with his fooe upward. His li^ii 
haud was lifled loqp towmrd heaves : his kfi sircii&ed mptm 
his body. His eyes were dosed, and he had a sweety plea- 
wit^ siaSii^ cottalcMyKr* What surprised us asBt was, 
AttI he had uo hurt or soalch) finuu the araurm of Us head, 
to&esoleof hi&foot; uorouesprdLofdnt ouaagrpaitof 
l»bo4T; m WMe thau if il hadbecu/BtwvdMd. Qa 
Thutsdaqr he was huried> as he desind^ just Igr mj w^ 
lAMHa he ^urrivcd feurteeu day^** 
T^Mfida^T Sis 1 hud goM I hr u^ gh Miiuitorik (iu Oe unj 
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plaice) and. immediately began to declare The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The house was presently filled: thq 
lest of the audience stood at the doors and windows* I saw 
not one person, man, woman, or child, who behaved either 
rudely or carelessly. I preached in the market-place at 
Roscrea, betwen six and seven in the evening. Several 
gentlemen and several clergymen were present ; and all 
behaved wellr 

Thursday 28, I preached in the street at Birr, a little 
beyond the bridge : by this mean the Congregation was 
four limes larger than usual ; in which w6re abundance of 
Romanists* Friday 39, as I went through Frankfort, many 
people gathered together, chiefly Romanists, and desired me 
lo preach* I did so, in the middle of the town. They gave 
a ealm, stupid attention : but I did not perceive that any of 
fliem were affected, otherwise than with amazement. I came 
to Tullamore, as it fell out, on a second f£ur-day ; and had, 
df course, abundance of new hearers. I found far more 
^mestness in the people now, than when I was here before^ 
IVhy should we ever be discouraged by the want of present 
success ? Who knows what a day may bring forth ? 
: In the ev^iing I preached at Athlone, to many officers 
aad an uncommon number of soldiers, who were gathered 
together from every part, waiting for a review. Mrs. T, de» 
sired me to lodge at her house. About twelve I heard a huge 
noise. Presently the street<<lobr was broke open ; next the 
door of Mrs. T.'s chamber ; then that of the room in which 
I lay. I went to the door; on which Mr. T. shrunk back^ 
walked down stairs, and wreaked his vengeance on his 
mother's windows. Some honest gentlemen of the town had 
set him on, and filled him with wine for the purpose. 

Monday, July 2, 1 preached in the evening on Rev. 2KX. 
I had none to assist me, nor any respite.: and I needed none. 
It was such a night as I have seldom known : the stout* 
4ieaTted trembled on every side ; particularly the troc^pers, 
late at Philipstown, who did once run well. One of them 
mmk down to the ground as a stone ; oth(srs could hardly 
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stand : and the same spirit of solemn, deqp bumiliatiott 
seemed to nm tfarongh the whole assembly. 

Tuesday 3, In spite of the indolence of some, and the 
cowardice of others, I preached in the evening on the Con* 
nanght side of the river. I then met the Society : but when 
I would have dismissed them, none seemed willing to go. 
We were standing and locdung at each other, when a 
trooper stepped out into the middle of the room, and said, 
^ I must speak. I was Saul : I persecuted the children ci 
• God. I joined with you in Hiilipstown ; but I fi^ back, and 
hated God and all hts ways : I hated you in particular, and 
a day or two ago, said all manner of evil of yon. I was 
gcMug to a woman last night, when one of my comrades met 
and asked me, if I would go to the Watch-night ? Oat of 
curiosity I came ; but far half the sermon, I minded nothii^ 
that was said. Then God struck me to the heart, so that I 
oould not stand, but dn^ped down to the ground. I slept 
none last night, and came to you in the morning; but I could 
not speak. I went from you to a few of our brethren, and 
they prayed with me till my burden drc^iqied off. And now^ 
by the grace of God, we will part no more. I am ready to 
go with you all over the worlds*' The words woe as fire : 
they kindled a flame, which spread through the congrega- 
tiCMi. We praised God with one heart and one voice. Ithen 
a second time pronounced the blessing: but the people stood 
without motion as befcNre, till a dragoon stepped ftom hk 
fidlows, and said, ^^ I was a pharisee from my youth, having 
a strict form cf godliness, and yet I always wanted some- 
thing : but I knew not what, till something within me pushed 
me on, I could not tdl why, to hear you. I have done so, 
since you came hither. I immediately saw what I wanted 
was faith, and the love of God. And he supplied my wants 
here last ni^it : now I can rejoice in God my Saviour." 

Wednesday 4, 1 jureached at Aughrim. Thursday 5, I 
rode to Castkgar, and found Miss B. unwillingly reco- 
vering fimn her fever ; having a desire rather to quit the 
house ci earth, and go to him whom her soul loved. Her 
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sister now breathed the same spirit, doubt and fear being 
fled awaj. I preached at Ahascragh in the evening. Great 
part of the congregation were Papists ; some of whom in 
the morning, Friday 6, were under strong convictions. I 
returned to Athlone in the afternoon, and Saturday 7, set 
out for Longford. Calling atKenagh in the way, I unex- 
pectedly found a large congregation waiting for me ^ to 
whom I declared Jesus Christy our Wisdom^ Righteousness^ 
Sanctykationj and Redemption. About seven I preached 
at Longford, in the middle of the town. It rained all the 
time 2 but none regarded it. I was a little interrupted by 
a poor, drunken Papist, who sppke a few drolling words. 
I intreated the people to let him alone ; but I could not pre- 
vail : one pulled him by the ears^ another by the hair, 
till he was dragged away^ and all was quiet. 
. A large congiegation came at five, Sunday 8 ; ;ior did 
the rain drive any of them away. The word now sunk 
deep. Some dropped down, and one or two were carried 
away. At nine I preached to a much larger congregation, 
and tlie word was sharper than ever. Four or five could 
not bear it, but went away : some would have gone away, 
but could not ; for the hand of the Lord pressed them to 
the earth. O fair beginnuag ! But what will the end be ? 

I preached again at Kenagh in my jeturn, to a simple, 
loving people. Mr. M., a gentleman late of Moat, bore 
me company to and from Longford. Two years ago ie 
was strongly prejudiced; and when Mr. W. preached at 
Moat, his son was in the mob which drummed him out of 
the town. Yet he could not but enquire of one and another^ 
till one desired him to read The Almost Christian.. In the 
midst of it, he cried out, " I am tJie man ; " and from that 
time was convinced more and more* He had met me at 
Binr, and again at Ahascragh, whence he rode with me to 
Athlone, and to Longford. During the second sermon » at 
Kenagh, he felt a great change ; yet durst not say, his sins 
were forgiven. But in riding thence to Athlone, the cloud 
vanished away, and he could boldly say, My Lord and 
my Gfid, 
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McNiday 9, I preached in the evening at Ty rrel's-pass, 
and at fite in the morning, Tuesday 10. Thence we rode 
to Drtimcree, sixteen Irish miles to the north of Tyrrel's- 
pass. In our way, we stopped an hour at MuUingar. The 
Sovereign of the town came to the Inn, and expressed 
much desire that I should preach ; but I had little hopes 
of doing good by preaching in a place where I could preach 
but once, and where none, except myself, would besufiered 
to preach at all. We came to Mr. N.*s about two. 
Many fine people came from various parts in the evening, 
and were perfectly civil and unconcerned : so what was said 
to them was written on the sand. 

Wednesday 11, It was not so with the morning congre- 
gation. There were few dry eyes among them. Some 
would have sunk to the ground, had not others supported 
them. And none seemed more afiected than Mrs. N. her- 
fclf. There was the same spirit in the evening : many cried 
out aloud ; and all received the word with the deepest 
attention. 

Thursday 12, The congregation at five was larger than 
that on Tuesday evening : and surely God gave to many 
both the hearing ear, and the understanding heart. Fri- 
day 13, I preached once more at Portarlington, and after- 
wards reproved this Society likewise, for the miserable 
covetousness of some, and lukewarmness of others. It may 
be, they will be zealous^ and repent^ and do the Jirst 
works. 

Saturday 14, I returned to Dublin ; and on Sunday 15, 
preached on Oxmantown-green, to such a congregation as 
I never saw in Dublin, nor often in Ireland before. Abun- 
dance of soldiers were of the number. Such another congre- 
gation I had there between two and three in the afternoon, 
notwithstanding the violent heat of the sun ; and all were 
attentive. In the evening I preached in the garden at 
Dolphin's-barn : and neither here did I observe, in the 
numerous congregation, aiiy that appeared careless or 
inattentive. 

Tuesday 17, I read the Letters in our Garden, to near 
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twice as many people as were there on Sunday evening. 
Thursday 19, I met the class of soldiers : nineteen are 
resolved to jight the good fight of faith; eleven or 
twelve of whom already rejoice in God through Christ, by 
whom they have received the Atonement. When the So- 
ciety met, some sinners, whom 1 knew not, were convict- 
ed in their own consciences, so that they could not refrain 
from confessing their faults in the face of all their brethren; 
One of these I had but just received in : another I had de- 
clared to be excluded : but he pleaded so earnestly to be 
tried a little longer, that there was no refusing : and we 
wrestled with God on his behalf, that sin might no more 
have dominicm over him. 

Friday 20, The delay of the Captain with whom I was 
to sail, gave us an opportunity of spending a joyful night 
together ; and likewise of preaching once more, on Sunday 
22, upon Oxinantown^-green. We went on board immedi- 
ately after, and set sail about ten, with a small, &ir wind. 
In the afternoon it failed, and the tide being against us^ 
we were obliged to come to an anchor. 

Monday 23, The wind shifting to the South, and blow- 
ing hard, in the afternoon the Captain seemed under some 
concern. There was all reason to expect a stormy night ; 
and he despaired of getting into the Bristol Channel, and 
knew the danger of beating about, when it was pitch-dark, 
among these rocks and sands. It was much on my mind, 
Thet/ cried unto the Lord in their trouble^ and he delivered 
them out of their distress. I knew not why we should not 
cry to Him as well as they. Immediately the wind came 
fair^ and blew so fresh, that in less than two hours we came 
into the Bristol Channel. 

But the danger was not over. About eleven I was waked 
by a huge, confused noise, and found we were in a vehement 
squall of wind, thunder, and rain, which brought the sailors 
to their wit's end : they could not see across the ship, only 
just while the lightning was glaring in their eyes. This 
made them fear running foul, either of the Welsb Sand» 
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on the one hand, or the rocky shore of Lundy on the other. 
So they took in the sails, and let us dri^e. The motion 
then was wonderful. It blew a storm, and the wind being 
contrary to the tide, the sea ran mountain-high. The ship 
had no goods, and little ballast on board ; so that it rolled 
as if it would overset every moment. It was intensely 
dark, and neither the Captain nor any man else knew where 
we were ; only that we were tossing in a bad, narrow chan- 
nel, full of shoals, and rocks, and sands. But does not Grod 
hear the prayer ? Mr. Hopper and I believed it our duty 
to make the trial again ; and in a very few moments the 
wind was small, the sea fell, and the clouds dispersed : so 
we put up a little sail, and went on quietly and slowly till 
the morning dawned. About nine in the evening we reached 
HU, where I took horse, and rode on to Bristol. 

Wednesday S5, I found the comfort of being among 
those whose hearts, are stablished in grace. Thursday 36, 
I walked over to Kingswood, and found our family there 
lessened considerably. 1 wonder how I am withheld from 
dropping the whole design ; so many difficulties have con- 
tinually attended it: yet if this counsel is of God, it shall 
stand ; and all hinderances shall turn into blessings. 

Sunday 29, At seven I preached at Points-pool, an op&ii 
place, a little without Lawford's-gate, just in the midst of 
the butchers, and all the rebel-route, that neither fear God, 
nor reverence man. But I believe some of them found it 
good to be there. How does Grod surround this city on all 
sides ! Yet still, not many wise, not many rich, not many 
noble are called. 

Monday 30, I set out for Shaflsbury. The rain began 
when we set out, which a strong wind drove full in our faces. 
It did not stop for five hours, so that I was well drenched 
to the very soles of my feet : so I was very willing to stop 
at Shepton-mallet. The next morning we came to Shafts- 
bury. The rain made it impracticable to preach abroad in 
the /evening ; otherwise the threatnings of great and small 
would not have hindered. I suppose the house contained 
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four or five hundred people ; it was soon filled from end to 
^d : the chief opposers of John Haime were there ; but 
none stirred, none spoke, none smiled : many were in 
tears ; and many others were filled with joy unspeakable. 

Wednesday, August 1, At five in the morning the Room 
was nearly full. I was constrained to continue my discourse 
ccmsiderably longer than usual. Several of those, who had 
been the bitterest persecutors, were present. Perhaps they 
will be doers as well as hearers of the Word, Hence we 
rode to Beer-crocombe, and the next day, Thursday 2, to 
CMlumptoUk I preached in a little meadow near the town, 
ioon after six in the evening : about the middle of my dis- 
[bourse, hard rain began ; but few of the congregation stir- 
"ed. I then spent an hour with the Society ; and not with- 
>lit a blessing. 

Friday 3, Being informed, many at Tiverton desired to 
hear me, I rode over about noon. But I could find none 
there who had any concern about the matter, except one 
poor man, who received me gladly. I went straight to the 
Bfarket-place, where abundance of people quickly gathered 
together ; and not one interrupted, or spoke, or smiled. 
Surely good will be done in this place. The congregation 
at CoUumpton in the evening was far larger than before. 
At foiir in the morning we took horse ; at ten the rain began, 
and ceased no more till we came to Plymouth-dock at seven 
in the evening. 

Sunday 5, I preached at eight; but though the warning 
was so short, the Room could not contain the congregation. 
At five in the evening I preached in a much larger room, 
the Tabernacle in Plymouth ; but neither could this contain 
the numbers who flocked from all parts. And I was sur- 
prised at the decency of their behaviour. They were a& still 
as one of our London congregations. 

Monday 6, I rode to St. Mewan's, and found a large 
Gongr^ation (notwithstanding the rain) waiting for me. 
As I came out, a huge man ran full against me : I thoiight 
it was by accident, till he did it a second time, and began 
to curse and swear i on which I turned a little out of the 
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path. He pressied vehemently after me through the erowd, 
and planted himself close by my side. Toward the close of 
the sermon, his countenance changed, and in a while he 
slipped off his hat. When I had concluded, he squeezed 
me earnestly by the hand, and went away as quiet as a 
Iamb. 

' Tuesday 7, I went to St. Ewe. There was much strug- 
gling here at first t but the two gentlemen who occasioned 
it are now removed, one to London, the other into eternity. 
Wednesday 8, we rode to Penryn. Many of the gentry 
were present in the evening : and some of them I permitted 
to stay when I met the Society. They seemed much 
moved. It may last more than a night ; for with God all 
things are possible. 

Thursday 9, I preached at Gwenap, and on Friday. 
Oh Saturday nocm at Bezore, near Thuro : In the evening, 
and on Sunday morning, in Redruth. Mr. Collins preach^ 
tm exceedingly useful sermon at Church, upon the Greneral 
Judgment. At one I preached in the street, to thrice as 
Imany as the room would have contained. I afterwards 
visited a poor, old woman, a mile or two from the town : 
her trials had been uncommon ; inexpressible agonies of 
mind, joined with all sorts of bodily pain, not ( it seemed) 
from any natural cause, but the direct operation of Satan : 
her joys were how as uhcommon ; she had little time to 
sleep, having for several months last past seen, as it were, the 
"Uhclouded face of God, and praised Him day. and night. 

Wednesday 15, By reflecting on an odd book which I 
Jiad read in this journey, " The General Delusion of Chris- 
tians with regard to Prophecy," I was fully convinced of 
what I had long suspected, 1, That the Montanists in the 
second and third centuries, were real, Scriptural Christians; 
and 3, That the grand reason why the miraculous gifts were, 
so soon withdrawn, was not only that faith and holiness 
were well nigh lost, but that dry, formal, orthodox men 
began even then to ridicule whatever gifts they had not 
themselves, and to decry them all, as either madness or 
imposture. 
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About noon I preached at Breag; in the evening in 
Crowan. On this and the followiiig days I read oyer with 
all the impartiality I could, the ; ^^ Free and Cimdid Dis* 
quisitions. " It is doubtless an exceedingly well-written book ; 
yet something in it I cannot commend. The Author (for 
the representing himself as many^ and so speaking all along 
in the plural number, I take to be only a pious fraud, used 
to make himself appear more considerable) is far top gre^^ 
a iBatterer fcnr me, dealing in panegyric beyond all measure. 
But, in truth, he is not much guilty of this, with regard to 
the Common Prayer. About one objection in ten appears 
to have weight, and one in five has plausibility. But surely 
the bulk of his satire, though keen, is by no means just : 
and even allowing all the blemishes to be real, which he has 
so carefully and skilfully collected and recited, what ground 
have we to hope that if we. gave up this, we should profit 
by the exchange ? Who would supply us with a Liturgy 
less exceptionable than that which we had before ? . 

Friday 17, I preached at Ligeon at noon, and at Newlin 
in the evening. Through all Cornwall I find the Societies 
have sufiered great loss from want . of discipline. Wisely 
said the Ancients, ^^ The soul and body make a man ; the 
spirit and discipline make a. Christian." 
* Saturday 18, I rode to St. Just, where there is still the 
largest Society in Cornwall : and so great a pro|x»rtion of 
believers I have not found in all the nation beside. Five 
and forty persons I have observed, as* they came in turn, 
and every one walking in the light of God's countenance. 

Sunday 19, I preached at eight to a great multitude : 
such another we had in Morva at one ; and again at Zun- 
nor after the evening service; whence we rode to St. Ives, 
imd concluded the day with thanksgiving. 

Wednesday 22, We had a Quarterly-meeting, at which 
were preset the Stewards of all the Cornish Societies* 
We had now the first Watch-night which had been in 
Cornwall : and ^tat was the Holy One of Israel in the 
midst of us. 
w Thursday 23^ Having first sent to the Mayor, to enquire, 
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if it would be offensive to him, I preached in the evening, 
not far from the Market-place. There was a vast concourse 
of people, very few of the adult inhabitants of the town 
being wanting. I had gone through two-thiids of my dis- 
course, to which the whole audience was deeply attentive^ 
when Mr. S. sent his man to ride his horse to and fro 
through the midst of the congregation. Some of the chief 
men in the town bade me go on, and said, no man should 
hinder me : but I judged it better to retire to the Room ; 
high and low, rich and poor followed me, and soon filled 
not only the Room itself, but all the space near the doors 
and windows. God gave me, as it were, a sharp threshing 
instrument^ having teeth ; so that the stout-hearted trembled 
before him. O the wisdom of God, in permitting Sa^ to 
drive all these people together, into a place where nothing 
diverted their attention, but his word had its full force upon 
their hearts! 

Friday 34, I preached in Cambourn at noon, to the 
hrgest congregation I had ever seen there ; and at St. Agnes 
in the evening, to a multitude not of curious hearers, but 
qH men that had tasted of the good word. Saturday 35, 
in the evening I preached at Port-Isaac, in the street, the 
house not being able to contain the people. 

Sunday 36, I preached at St. Giimis morning and after- 
noon, but I fear with little eflfect. Thence we hastened to 
Camelford, where I preached in the main street, the rain 
pouring down all the time ; but that neither drove the con- 
gregation away, nor hindered the blessing of God. Many 
were in tears, and some could not help crying aloud, both 
during the preaching, and the meeting of the Society. 
Monday 37, I preached at Trewalder about noon, on 1 am 
the Resurrection and the Life. Many were dissolved into 
gracious tears, and many filled with strong consolation. In 
the evening Mr. Bennet (now full of days, and by swift steps . 
removing into eternity ) read prayers in Tresmere Churcb> 
and I preached on our great High^Priest Jesusy the Son 
of God. 

Tuesday 28^ He desired me to preach in his Church at 
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Tamerton : but when we came, we found no notice had 
been given ; and the key of the Church was^a mile off : so 
I preached in a large room adjoining to it. In the evening 
I preached in Laneast Church, to a large and attentive con- 
gregation. What can destroy the work of God in these 
parts, but zeal for, and contending about opinions ? About 
eight I preached at St. Stephen's, near Launceston, and 
then rode to the Dock ; where I preached to such a congre- 
gation as I had not seen there for several years. The night 
pvertook us soon after we had begun ; but the moon gave us 
all the light we wanted. One poor man at first bawled out 
for the Church ; bat he soon went away ashamed. All the 
rest seemed to be such as really desired to worship Ood in 
Spirit and in Truth. 

Thursday 30, The house would not contain them at five ; 
much less at noon, when the number was more than 
doubled. I preached in the evening at Plymouth; Multi- 
tudes were present ; but no scoffer, no inattentive person. 
The time for this is past, till God shall see good to let Satan 
loose again. 

Friday 31, Setting out early, we reached Collumpton in 
the evening : but as I was not expected, the congre^tion 
was small. Sunday, September 2, I rode to Tiverton. 
At eight I preached to twice as many people as were present 
when I was here before. But even this congregartion was 
doubled at one and at five. The meadow was then fuU 
from side to side, and many stood in the gardens and 
orchards round. It rained in the day several times ; but 
not a drop fell while I was preaching. Here is an open 
door indeed ! May no man be able to shut it ! 

Monday 3, About noon I preached at Hillikrrance, three 
miles from Taunton. Three or four boors would have been 
rude if they durst ; but the odds against them was too 
great. At five I preached in Bridgewater, to a well-be- 
haved company, and then rode on to Middlesey . We rode 
from hence to Shaftsbury, where I preached between six and 
seven to a serious and quiet congregation. We had another 
happy opportunity at five in the morning, when abundance 
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of people were present. I preached at noon in the most 
riotous part of the town, just where four ways met : but none 
made any noise, or spoke one word, while I called the wicked 
to forsake his way. As we walked back, one or two foul- 
mouthed women spoke unseemly : but none regarded, or an- 
swered them a word. Soon after I was sat down, a Constable 
came, and said, "Sir, the Mayor discharges you from 
preacfauig in this Borough any more." I replied, " While 
King George, gives me leave to preach, I shall not ask leave 
of the Mayor of Shaftsbury." 

Thursday 6, I rode to Salisbury, and preached about 
noon, ( a strange turn of providence ! ) in the Chapel which 
(brmeiiy was Mr. Hall's. One poor ^oman laboured much 
to interrupt ; but (how it was I know not) with all her en- 
deavours she could not get out one word. At length she set 
a dismalj inarticulate yell, and went away in all haste. 

I preached at Winterbum in the evening ; the next at 
Reading ; and, on Saturday 8, came to London, where I 
had the following account from one of our preachers : 

^' John Jane was never well, aftej walking from Epworth 
to Hainton, on an exceedingly hot day, which threw him 
into a fever. But he was in great peace and love, even to 
thosie who greatly wanted love to him. He was some time at 
Alice Shadforth's house, with whom he daily talked of the 
things of God. He was never without the love of God ; 
spent much time in private prayer ; and joined likewise with 
her in prayer severs^ times in a day. On Friday, August 24, 
growing as sh€{ thought stronger in body, he sat in the 
evening by the fire-side : about six he fetched a deep sigh, 
and never spoke more. He was alive till the same hour on 
Saturday, at which, without any struggle, or any sign of 
pain, with a smile on his face, he passed away. His last 
words were, " I find the love of God in Christ Jesus." All 
bis clothes, linpn, and woollen, stockings, hat, and wig, are 
not thought sufficient to answer his funeral expences, which 
amoimt to 1/. 17*. 3rf. All the money he had was 1*. 4rf.** 
£nough for any unmarried preacher of the Gospel to leave 
to his executors. 
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Sunday 9, 1 called on poor Mrs. H., whose husband had 
just engaged in a new branch of business, when God took 
him away from the evil to come. I am persuaded, had he 
continued in his simplicity he would have been alive to this 
day. How different from this was the case of John Hague I 
One who never left his first love, never was weary or faint^ 
but daily grew in grace^ and was still on the full stretch 
for God. When such an instrument is snatched away in the 
strength of his years, what can all the wisdom of man say, 
but. How unsearchable are his judgments^ and his ways 
past finding out! 

Satorday 15, I read over a short narrative of Count 

Z 's life, written by himself. Was there ever such a 

Proteus under the sun, as this Lord Freydeck, Domine de 
Thurstain, &c. &c. ? For he has almost as many names as 
he has faces or shapes. O when will he learn (with all his 
learning) simplicity and godly sincerity? When will he be 
an apright follower of the Lamb, so that no guile may be 
found in his mouth f 

Monday 17, My brother set out for the North, but re- 
turned the next day, much out of order. How little do we 
know the counsels of God ! But we know they are all-wise 
and gracious. Wednesday 19, when I came home in the 
evening, I found my brother abundantly worse. He had had 
no sleep for several nights, and expected none unless from 
opiates. I went down to our brethren below, and we made 
our request known to God. When I went up again, he was 
in a sound sleep, which continued till the meriting. 

Friday 21, We had a Watch-night at Spital-fields. I 
often wonder at the peculiar providence of God on these 
occasions. I do not knbw that in so many years one person 
has ever been hurt, either in London, Bristol, or Dublin, in 
going so late in the night to and from all parts of the town. 

Sunday 33, My brother being not yet able to assist, I had 
more employment to-day than I expected. In the morning 
I read prayers, preached, and administered the Sacrament to 
a large congregation in Spital-fields. The service at West- 
street continued .from nine till one. At five I called the sin- 

VOL. III. F 
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ners in Moorfields to repentance. And, when I had finished 
my work, found more liveliness and strength than I did at 
six in the morning. 

Monday 24, 1 left London ; and the next morning called 
at what is stiled the Half-way-house. Quickly after, as a 
young man was riding by the door, both horse and man 
tumbled over each other. As soon as he got up, he began 
cursing his horse. I spoke a few words, and he was calm. 
He told me, '' He did fear God once ; but for some time 
past he had eared for nothing." He went away full of good 
resolutions. God bring them to good effect I- 

I reached Kingswood in the evening ; and the next day 
selected passages of Milton for the eldest children to tran- 
scribe and repeat weekly. Thursday 27, I went into the 
School, and heard half the children their lemons, and then 
selected passages of the Moral and Sacred Poems. Friday 
28, 1 heard the other half of the children. Saturday 29, 1 
was with them from four to five in the morning. I qyent 
most of the day in revising Kenneths Antiquities^ and 
marking what was. worth reading in the School. Wednes- 
day, Oct. 3, 1 revised, for the use of the children. Arch- 
bishop Potter's Grecian Antiquities, a dry, dull, heavy 
book. Thursday 4, 1 revised Mr. Lewis's Hebrew Antiqui- 
ties, something more entertaining than the other, and abun- 
dantly more instructive. Saturday 6, 1 nearly finished the 
Abridgment of Dr. Cave's Primitive Christianity, a book 
written with as much learning, and as little judgment,^ as 
any I remember to have read in ray whole life ; serving the 
ancient Christians just as Xenophon did Socrates ; relating 
every weak thing they ever said or did. 

Wednesday 10, I dined at P. S.'s, who, with his wife 
and daughter, are wonderful monuments of God's mercy. 
Tliey were convinced of the truth when I first preached at 
Bristol, and Mrs. Sk. was a living witness of it. Yet Satan 
was afterwards su^red to sift her as wheat; it seems, to take 
possession of her body. He tormented her many years in an 
unheard of manner. But God has now set her at full liberty. 

Thursday 11, 1 prepared a short History of England for 
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the use of the children : and on Friday and Saturday a short 
Ronian History, as an introduction to the Latin Historians. 

Monday 15, 1 read over Mr. Holmes's Latin Grammar, 
and extracted from it what was needful to perfect our own. 

Tuesday 23, Riding through Holt, I called on the 
Minister, Mr. L., one of the most zealous adversaries we 
have in England. I found a calm, sensible, venerable old 
man, and spent above an hour in friendly altercation. 
Thence I rode to Milkstram, where the number of people 
obliged me to preach abroad, notwithstanding the keen 
north wind. And the steady attention of the hearers made 
amends for the rigour of the season. 

Wednesday 24, 1 set out for London. Friday, Novem- 
ber 2, I began taking an account of all in the Society that 
were in want : but I was soon discouraged ; their number so 
increasing upoa me, particularly about Moorfields, that I 
saw no possibility of relieving them all, unless the Lord 
should, as it were, make windows in heaven. 

Saturday 17, I made an end of that very odd tract, ^^A 
Creed founded on common Sense." The main of it I admire 
as very ingenious : but still I cannot believe, either, 1, 
^' That the ten Commandments were not designed for a 
complete rule of life and maimers ;" or, 2, " That the Old 
Testament was never understood till 1700 years after 

Christ."' 

Monday 19, 1 met with an uncommon instance of distress. 
a poor woman, whose husband was at sea, as she was step- 
ping out of hex own door, saw a man whipped along the 
street. Being seven months gone with child, she went up 
stairs, and fell in labour immediately. Having none to help 
her, there she reniained, till she was constrained to rise, and 
go down for some food. This immediately threw her into a 
high fever. A young woman calling there, by mere acci- 
dent, as it is termed, found her and the child just alive, 
gave her all the money she had, ( which was between eight 
and nine shillings) and from that time duly attended her 
every day. , 

Thursday 22, 1 read the curious Journal of Mr. S , 
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President of the Council in Greorgia : full as trifling and 
dull^ and about as true, as that of Mr. Adams, President 
of the Prophets. 

Tuesday 27, I finished the following letter to an old 
friend, whose spirit and life once adorned the Gospel : — 
" DEAR SIR, Cookham^ Nov. 27, 1750. 

*^ Several times I have designed to speak to you at large, 
concerning some things which have given me uneasiness. 
And more than once I have begim to speak, but your good 
humour quite disarmed me : so that I could not prevail upon 
myself to give you pain, even to remove a greater evil. 
But I cannot delay any longer : and therefore take this way^ 
(as less liable to disappointment) of laying before you, 
with all freedom and unreserve, the naked sentiments of my 
heart. 

^* You seem to admire the Moravians much : I love them, 
but cannot admire them ; ( although I did once, perhaps 
more than you do now) and that for the following 
reasons : 

^^ First, I do not admire the names they assume to them- 
selves. They commonly stile themselves The Brethren^ 
or The Moravian Church. Now the former of these. The 
Brethren^ either implies, that they are the only Christians^ 
in the world, (as they were who were so stiled in the days 
of the Apostles) or at least that they are the best Christians 
in the world, and therefore deserve to be emphatically so 
called. But is not even this a very high encomium upon 
themselves ? I should therefore more admire a more modest 
appellation. 

" * But why should they not call themselves The Mora* 
vian Church P ' Because they are not The Moravian 
Church ; no more ( at the utmost ) than a part is the whole ; 
than the Romish Church is the Church of Christ. A coor 
gregation assembled in St. Paul's might, with greater pro- 
priety, stile themselves The Church of England. Yea, 
with far greater ; 1, Because these are all Englishmen bom ; 
2, Because they have been baptized as members of the 
Church irf* England; and, 3, Because, asfiur as they know. 
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they adhere both to her doctrine and discipline. Whereas, 

1, Not a tenth part of Count Zinzendorf s brethren are so 
much as Moravian bom ; not two thousand out of twenty 
thousand : Quaere, If two hundred adults ? If fifty men ? 

2, Not one-tenth of them were baptized as members of the 
Moravian Church, ( perhaps not one, till they left Moravia) 
but as members of the Romish Church ; 3, They do not 
adhere either to the doctrines or discipline of the Moravian 
Church. They have many doctrines which that Church 
never held, and an entirely new scheme of discipline. 4, 
The true Moravian Church, of which this is a very small 
part, if it be any part at all, is still subsisting ; not in Eng- 
land or Germany, but in Polish Prussia. Therefore I can- 
not admire their assuming this name to themselves : I cannot 
reconcile it, either with modesty or sincerity. 

" If you say, ^ But the Parliament has allowed it : ' I 
answer, I am sorry for it. The putting so palpable a cheat 
upon so august an Assembly, with regard to a notorious 
matter of fact, I conceive does not redound to their own^ 
any more than to the honour of our nation. 

*^ If you add, * But you yourself once stiled them thus ;-' 
I grant I did ; but I did it in ignorance. I took it on their 
word ; and I now fredy and openly testify my mistake. 

^^ Secondly, I do not admire their Doctrine in the parti- 
culars that follow : 

^M, That we are to do nothing, in order to salvation, but 
barely to believe. 2, That there is but one duty now, but 
one commandy \o believe in Christ. 3, That Christ has 
taken away all other commands and duties, having wholly 
abolished the Law. ( The Sermcm Count Zinzendorf 
preadliedat Fetter-lane, on John viii. 11, places this in a 
strong light. He roundly began, '} Christ says, / came 
not to destroy the Law : but he did destroy the Law. The' 
JLaw condemned this woman to death : but he did not con^ 
demn her. And Grod himself does not keep the Law. 
The Law forbids lying: but God said. Forty days and 
Nineveh shall be destroyed. Yet Nineveh was not de- 
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stroyed.') 4, That there is no such thing as degrees in 
faith ; or weak faith ; since he has no faith, who has any 
doubt or fear, ( How to reconcile this, with what I heard 
the Count assert at large, ' That a man may have justify- 
ing faith, and not know it,' I cannot tell. ) 5, That we 
are sanctified wholly^ the moment we are justified, and are 
neither more nor less holy, to the day of our death. 
6, That a believer has no holiness in himself at all ; all 
his holiness being imputed^ not inherent* 7, That a man 
may feel a peace that passeth all understanding, may rejoice 
with joy full of glory, and have the love of God, and oi 
all mankind, with dominion over all sin ; and yd all this 
may be only nature^ animal spirits^ or the force of imagi^ 
nation. 8, That if a man regard prayer, or searching the 
Scriptures, or communicating, as matter of duty; if he 
judges himself obliged to do these things, or is troubled 
when he neglects them ; he is in bondage, he is under the 
Law, he has no faith ; but is still seeking salvation by 
works. 9, That therefore, till we believe, we ought to be 
still y that is, not to pray, search the Scriptures, or commu-». 
nicate. 10, That their Church cannot err, and of conse- 
quence ought to be implicitly believed and obeyed. 

"Thirdly, I approve many things in their jprac/icc y yet 
even this I cannot admire in the following instances : 

" 1, I do not admire their conforming to the world, by 
useless, trifling conversation : by suffering sin upon their bro- 
ther, without reproving even that which is gross and open : 
by levity in the general tenor of their behaviour ; not walk- 
ing as under the eye of the great God : and, lastly, by join- 
ing in the most trifling diversions, in order to do good. 

f^ 2, 1 do not admire their close, dark, reserved beha^ur, 
particularly toward strangers. The spirit of secrecy vis tlie 
spirit of their community, often leading even into guile and 
dissimulation. One may observe in them much cunning, 
much art, much evasion, and disguise. They often op- 
pear to be what they are not ; and not to be what they are. 
They so study to become all things to all men, as to take 
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^e colour and shape of any that are near them : directly 
^Xiatrsiry to that openness, frankness, and plainness of 
^>eech, so manifest in the Apostles, and Primitive Christians. 

^^3, I do not admire their confining their beneficence to 
the narrow bounds of their own Society. This seems the 
mere liable to exception, as they boast of possessing such 
inmiense riches. In his late book, the Count particularly 
neiitions, how many hundred thousand florins a single mem- 
W cf their Church has lately expended ; and how many 
hmidred thousand crowns of yearly rent, the nobility and 
gmtry only of his Society, enjoy in one single country. 
Mean time do they, all put together, expend one hundred 
thousand, yea one thousand, or one hundred, in feeding 
the hungry, or clothing the naked, of any Society but 
their own? 

^ 4, I do not admire the manner wherein they treat their 
opponents. I cannot reconcile it either to love, humility, or 
sino^ity. Is utter contempt, or settled disdain, consistent 
with love or humility ? And can it consist with sincerity, 
to'deny any charge which they know in their consciences is 
true? To say, those quotations are unjust, which are lite- 
rally copied from their own books ? To affirm, their doc- 
fmes are misrepresented, when their own sense is given in 
flieir own words ? To cry, ^ Poor man ! He is quite dark f 
He is utterly blind ! He knows nothing c^ our doctrines ! * 
Though they cannot point out one mistake this blind man 
has made, or confute one assertion he has advanced. 
. ^^ Fourthly, I least of all admire the effects their doctrine 
has had on ^ome who have lately begun to hear them. 
• *^ For 1, It has utterly destroyed their &ith, their inward 
evidence of things not seen : the deep conviction they once 
had, that the Lamb of Grod had taken away their sins. 
Those who before had the witness in themselves of redemp- 
tion ia the blood x^\ Christ, who had the Spirit of God 
deadly witnessing with their spirits, that they were the 
ehiidren of God :-^after hearing these but a few times, 
began to doubt ; then reasoned themselves into utter dark- 
less > and in a while affirmed, first, that they had no feith 
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now, ( which was true ) and soon after, that they never 
had any« And this was not the accidental, but natural ef- 
fect of that doctrine, That there are no degrees in faith ; and 
i&at none has any faith, who is liable, at any time, to any 
degree of doubt or fear : as well as of that dark, unintelIi-< 
gible, unscriptural manner, wherein they a^ect to speak 

of it. 
"I expect you will answer., ' Nay, they are the most 

plain, simple Preachers of any in the whole world. Sim-* 

plicity is their peculiar excellence*' I grant, one sort of 

simplicity is : a single specimen .of which may suffice. One 

6i their eminent Preachers, describing at Fetter-lane ^ the 

qhildhood of the Lamb,' observed, that ' his mother might 

send him otttone morning, for a half-penny-worth of milk ; 

that making haste back, he might fall and break the por*. 

ringer ; and that he might work a miracle to. make it whole 

again, and gather up the milk into it.' Now,, can you 

really admire this kind of simplicity I Or think, it does 

I^onour to God manifest in the flesh? 

< ^' 3, This preaching has destroyed the love of God in 
many souls, which was the natural effect of destroying their 
faith : as' well as of teaching them to grieve the Holy Spirit 
of God, by ascribing his gifts to imagination and animal 
spirits : and of perplexing thisnl with senseless, unscriptural 
Cautions, against the selfish love of God: in which it is 
not easy to say, whether nonsense or blasphemy be the chief 
ingredient. 

• '' 3, This preaching has greatly impaired, if not de-. 
stroyed, the love of their neighbour in many souls. • They 
lio longer burn with love to all mankind^ with;desire to do 
good to all. They are straitened in their own bowels; iheiv 
love is confined to narrower and narrower bounds ; till a( 
l^gth they have no desire or thought of doing good to any 
but those of their own community. - If a man was before a 
zealous member of 4>uv Churchy grodning for the prospmty 
Qf our ZioHy it is past ; all that seal is at an end^ he regards 
the Church of £;?g/a72^ no more than the Church of Rome: 
his tears no longer fall, his prayers no longer ascend, that 
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God may sbine upon her desolatioas. The friends that 
were once as his own soul, are now no more to him than 
other men. All the bands of that formerly endeared affec- 
ti<Hi are as threads of tow that haye touched the fire. Even 
the ties of filial tenderness are dissolyed. The child rc^rds 
Bot his own parent : he no longer regards the womb that 
bare, or the paps that gaye him suck. Recent instances of 
this also are hot wanting. I will particularize, if required. 
Yea, the son leayes his aged father, the daughter her mo« 
iher, in want of the necessaries of life. I know the persons. 
I have myself relieved them more than once. For that was 
Corban whereby they should have been profited, 

^^ 4, These humble Preachers utterly destroy the' humilUy 
of their hearers : who are quickly wiser than all their former 
Teachers : not because they keep thy commandments^ ( as 
the poor msm under the law said) but because they allow 
no commandtnents at all. In a few days they are wiser in 
their own eyes^ than seven men that can render a reason* 
^ Render a reason ! Ay,' there it is. Your carnal reason, 
destroys you. You are for reason : I am for faith.' I am 
for both : for faith to perfect my reason : that by the Spirit 
of God not putting out the eyes of my understanding, but 
enlightening them more and more, I may be ready to give 
a clear, scriptural answer to every man that asketh me a 
reason of the hope that is in me, 

*' 5, This preaching destroys true, genuine simplicity^ 
Let a plain, open-hearted man, who hates controversy, and 
loves the religion of the heart, go but a few times to Fetter- 
lane, and he begins to dispute with every man he meets ; 
he draws the sword, and throws away the scabbard. ' 
And if he happens to be hard pressed by Scripture or reason, 
he has as many turns and fetches as a Jesuit : so that it is 
out of the power of a common man even to understand, 
much more to confute him. 

"^^ 6, Lastly, I have known a short attendance on this 
preaching destroy both gratitude, justice, mercy, and truth. 
Take one only, but a terrible proof of this. One, whom 
you knx>w^ was remarkably exact in keeping his word. He 
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is now (after hearing them but a few months) as remarkable 
for breaking it : being infinitely more afraid of a legal^ than 
of a lying spirit / More jealous of the works of the laWj 
Aan of the works of the devil. He was cutting off eYerjr 
possible expense, in order to do justice to all men. He if 
now expending large sums in mere superfluities. He was 
inerciful after his power, if not beyond his power : 

^ Listening attentiye to the wretches* cry, 
The groan low-murmurM, and the whisperM righ.' 

ff 

<^ But the bowels of his compassion are now shut up. 
He has been in works too long ahready. So now, to proYC 
his faith^ he lets thet poor brother stanre, for whom Chrjst 
died ! If he loYcd any one under the sun more than his own 
soul, it .was the instrument by whom God had raised him 
from the dead. He assisted him to the utmost of his power : 
he would defend him eYen before princes. But he is now 
unconcerned whether he sinks or swims : he troubles not 

himself about it. Indeed he gives him good words ; 

that h^ before his &ce : but behind his back he can himself 
rail at him by the hour ; and vehemently maintain, not that 
he is mistaken in a few smaller points, but that he ' preaches 
another God, not Jesus Christ.'" — ^Art thou the man? If 
V you are not, go and hear the Germans again next Sunday. 

Friday SO, I rode through a violent storm to Windsor, 
and preached to a little serious congregation. About one I 
preached at Brentford, and gathered up the poor remains of 
the shattered Society. How firm did these stand in the mid$t 
of storms ! but the sun shone, and they melted away. 

Monday, December 3, 1 rode to Canterbury, and preach* 
ed on Rev. xx. A few turbulent people made a litde noise 
as I found it was their custom io do. Perceiving more of 
them were gathered the next night, I turned and spoke to 
ihem at large. They appeared to be not a little confounded, 
and went away as quiet as lambs. Wednesday 5, I walk- 
ed over the Cathedral, and surveyed the monuments of the 
ancient men of renown. One would think such a sight 
should strike an utter damp upon human vanity. Wha| 
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are the great, the fair, the valiant, now ? The matchless 
warrior ? The puissant Monarch ? 

^* An heap of dust is all remains of thee ! 
Tis all thou art, and all the proud shall be ! " 

Monday 10, I rode to Leigh in Essex, where I foinu) a 
little company seeking God, and endeavoured to encourage 
them in provoking one another to love and good works. 

Monday 17, I set upon cleansing Augeas's Stable ; upon 
purging that huge Work, Mr. Fox's Acts and Monuments, 
from all the kash which that honest,' injudicious Writer 
has heaped tc^ether, and mingled with those venerable 
records, which are worthy to be had in everlasting remem- 
brance. 

Sunday 33, I buried the body of Elizabeth Bamfield, a 
young woman of two and twenty, who, the Tuesday be« 
fore, rose up fron\. breakfast, dropped down, and spoke no 
more. But she was ready for the Bridegroom. Blessed 
are they whom, when He cometh, He shall find watching! 

Tuesday, January 1, 1751 ; About this time I received 
a remarkable letter ; part of which ran as follows :-«- 

a Whai George Whitefield first preached on Kenning- ' 
ton Common, curiosity drew me to hear him frequently. . I 
admired his zeal in. calling sinners to repentance ; but did 
not see myself to be one of that number, having had a reli-* 
gioujB education, even in spiritual religion, such as was not 
to be found in other Societies. As soon as the Foundery was 
taken, I went thither constantly, morning as well as evening. 
But I had no desire of being acquainted with any of the 
Society, much less of joining therein, being strongly resolv^ 
ed^ never to turn my back on the profession I was educated 
in. The next year I furnished my self with the books which 
John and Charles Wesley had printed. I compared them, 
with Robert Barclay's Apology, and with the Bible ; and 
of many things I was convinced : But what they said of 
justification I could not comprehend ; and I did not much 
concern myself about it, being but slightly convinced 
of fain. 
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. <^ It was my.cu^om to rise some hours before the family, 
and spend that time in reading. One Sunday morning I was 
just going to open my Bible, when a voice ( whether in- 
ward or outward I cannot tell ) seemed to say very loud, 
*'Gfod, tot Christ's sake, hath forgiven thee.* I started 
up, took the candle, and searched all about, to see if any 
one was near; but there was no one. I then sat down, with 
sbcfa peace and joy in my soul as cannot be described. 
While I l^s mtising, what it could mean ; I heard it again, 
sabring j ' Go in peace, thy sins are forgiven thee.' I 
trembled exceedingly, not with fear, but such an emotion as 
I cannot express. Yet I got up flie second time, and opened' 
the door, to see if it was any human voice. Soon after it 
liras repeated the third time, still louder, which drovfe me 
jcm toy. knees to prayer, being overwhelmed with the love of. 
God, and for the time utterly incapable of doubt or fear. 
I now s^w the New Testament in a different light from what I 
had eVer doile'1)efore. All the day I was comforted with 
pit>mises from it, either read or brought to my mind : 
yet thethoiight, * May not all this be a delusion?' fre- 
quently darted into me. But it as often drove me to prayer : 
upon which all doubt presently vanished away. 

** I was immediately changed in my dress, conversation, 
tad whole deportment, which brought on me the ridicule 
of all my acquaintance : but nothing moved me. I won- 
dered \vhat the cross meant ; for whatever ap|)eared to be 
the will of God; I ran cheerfully to do, without a moment's 
hesitation. I felt no temptation to anger, pride, or any 
dther evil : though often provoked, I was not ruffled in the 
least. God seemed to reign in my heart alone ; he was all 
iny desire, all my hope : and this light lasted about three 
'months, without any .cloud at all. 

-^* But afl^r this, it pleased God to remove all at once the 
veil "which till then covered my heart; though I do not 
remember, thjat any disobedience preceded : for I feared sin 
more than death or hell. Yet in a moment such a scene 
was opened to me, that if I had not felt the hand of God 
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underneath me, I should certainly have gone distracted » 
The infernal regions were represented to my view day and 
night : at the same time I saw what I was by nature, and 
what I had deserved from God for all my sins. O how did 
Satan then strive to tear away my shield! and what a 
burden of sin did I feel f It is impossible to describe it. If* 
I locked from God a moment, 1 was full of horror. I often 
feared I should lose my senses; but had no thought of 
death, nor fear concerning it: yet hell appeared to me with- 
out a covering, and 1 seemed surrounded with devils, sleep* 
ing and waking. But I still held this fast, ^Thou hast 
forgiven me, O my God, and I will not let thee go.' 

^^ All this time I constantly attend^ the preaching ; and 
having a strong desire to know whether friends Wesleys 
lived the Gospel as well as preached it, I got acquainted 
with one who lived at the Foundery. I frequently sat and 
worked with her, and made all possible enquiries into the 
most minute circumstances of their behaviour. This after- 
wards proved a great blessing to me : for whep I heard any 
idle report, ( and I heard not a few ) I could answer peremp- 
torily, ' I know the contrary.' 

^' Their preaching now took deeper hold of me than ever, 
and searched every comer of my heart. I saw I had no- 
thing to bring to God, and was indeed vile in my own eyes« 
When my friends sometimes told me, how good I had been, 
their words were as sharp swords. I found J. had nothing to 
trust in, but the atoning blood. But this trust kept my soul 
in constant peace. 

. '^ Thus I went on a considerable time, brfore I admitted 
any serious reflections concerning the ordinances ; which in* 
deed I did not care to think of at all, till, one day, reading 
in the third chapter of St. John's Gospel, Except a man be 
bom of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God: the words struck me to the heart 1 1 began to read 
over again, with all attention, what was written on both 
side^ of the question. But this gave me no satisfaction ; so I 
tried another way, giving myself up to earnest prayer, 
^ That God would guide me by his word and Spirit, into all 



78 «EV. JOHN Wesley's JOURNAL, [jan. 1751. 

that he required of me.' However, these thoughts died 
away, and I was quite easy about it, till on Sunday, at De- 
vonshire-square meeting, it was brought to ray mind in such 
a manner, that I believe the seat shook under me. I then 
plainly saw it was my duty, and determined to delay no 
longer : for that purpose, I went to Cowley, two or three 
days after. But all the night before it was to be done, I was 
in deep distress. I spent all the hours in weeping and 
prayer, and yet as the morning drew on, my trouble in- 
creased, with strong terror, as if I was just going to execu- 
tion. But I remained fixed in my purpose : and as soon as I 
was baptized, all the clouds dispersed, and I rejoked mxm 
than ever in God my Saviour." 

Wednesday 16, I received another letter from a friend, 
on a subject of general concern : 

" VERY DEAR SIR, 

*^ When I have deeply mused on ages past, and on the 
revival of primitive Christianity in the present age, I have 
often queried, whether ever before our time there arose in 
any one place, and in the same instant, a visible Christian 
Society, and a visible Antichristian one. No doubt God had 
wise ends in permitting the Antinomians to appear, just as 
the people dTGod began to unite together. But we cannot 
fiithom his designs. Yet we know all shall w<»rk together 
for his people's good. 

" Perhaps it required more grace to withstand this conta- 
gion, than would have enabled us to die for Christ ; and 
very probably we should have been now a very different 
people from what we are, had we only our own countrymen 
to cope with: we should then have only set the plain 
Gospel of Christ against what was palpably another Gospel, 
and the life of Christ in opposition to that of those who are 
vulgarly termed Christians. And I verily believe, we should 
have been far higher in Christianity, than most of us are at 
this day. But this subtle poison has more or less infected 
almost all, from the highest to the lowest among us. We 
would put Gospel heads on bodies ready to indulge every 
unholy temper. Although (glory be to God) as a Society, 
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ive stand at least as clear of joining with the Beast as anj 
.other ; yet we have not purged out all his leaven ; the Anti- 
nomian spirit is not yet cast out. 

^^ All our preaching at first was pointed at the, heart, and 
almost all our private conversation. — Do you feel the love 
of God in your heart? Does his Spirit reign there? Dq 
you walk in the Spirit ? Is that mind in you which was in 
Christ ? were frequent questions among us. But while these 
Preachers to the heart were going on gloriously in the work 
of Christ, the false apostles stept in, laughed at all heart- 
work, and laughed many of us out of our spiritual senses : 
for, according to them, we were neither to see^ hear^ feel, nor 
taste the powers of the world to come ; but to rest contented 
with what was done for us seventeen hundred years ago. 
^ The dear Lamb,' said they, ^ has done all for us : we 
have nothing to do, but to believe.' Here was a stroke at 
the whole work of God in the heart I And ever since, this 
spirit hath wrought among us, and caused many to rest in a 
barren, notional faith, void of that inward power of Grod 
unto salvation." 

Sunday 27, 1 preached a Charity Sermon at Spital-fields, 
for the use of our poor children. The Church was extremely 
crowded ; but not many rich, not many Bvyemsj well'borny 
were there. It was enough that there were many of the 
people of God, and their Lord in the midst of them. 

Wednesday 30, Having received a pressing letter from 
Dr. Isham, then the Rector of our College, to give my vote 
at the electicm for a member of parliament, which was to be 
the next day, I set out early, in a severe frost, with the 
north-west wind full in my face. The roads were so slippery, 
that it was scarcely possible for our horses to keep their feet. 
Indeed one of them could not, but fell upon his head, and 
cut it terribly. Nevertheless, about seven in the evening, 
God brought us safe to Oxford. A congregation was waiting 
for me at Mr. Evans's, whom I immediately addressed in 
those awful words, What is a man profited^ if he shall gain 
the whole worldy and lose his own soul? 

Thursday 31, 1 went to the Schools, where the Convoca- 
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tion Vfos met : but I did not find the decency and order 
'which I expected. The gentleman for whom I came to yote, 
was not elected : yet I did not repent of my coming ; I owe 
much more than this to that generous, friendly man, who 
now rests from his labours. I was much surprised, wherever 
J went, ki the civility of the people, gentlemen as well as 
others. There was no pointing, no calling of names, as once ; 
no, nor even laughter.* What can this mean ? Am Ibecome 
a servant of men ? Or is the scandal of the cross ceased ? 

Friday, February 1, We set out for London in another 
bitter morning, having such a wind ( now got to the east, 
and so in our face again ) as I hardly ever remember. But 
by five in the evening, we were under shelter at the Foun- 
dery. It being the night before appointed for aWatch^night, 
we continued praying and praising God as usual, till about 
twelve o'clock; and I found no inconvenience, but a little 
feintness, which a few hours sleep removed. 

Saturday 2, Having received a full answer from Mr. P., 
I was clearly convinced that I ought to marry. For many 
years I remained single, because I believed I could be more 
useful in a single, than in a married state. And I praise 
God, who enabled me so to do. I now as fully believed^ 
that in my present circumstances, I might be more useful in 
a married state ; into which, upon this clear conviction, and 
by the advice of my friends, I entered a few days after. 

Wednesday 6, I met the single men^ and shewed them, 
on how many accounts it was good for t^ose wrho had re- 
ceived that gift from God^ to remain single for the kingdom 
of heaven^ s sake; ualess Mfhere a particular case might be 
an exception to the general rule. 

Sunday 10, After preaching at five, I was hastening to 
take my leave of the congregation at Snowsfields, purposing 
to set out in the morning for the north ; when on the middle 
of London-bridge, both my feet slipped on the ice, and I 
fell with great force, the bone of my ancle lighting on the 
top of a stone. However, I got on, with some help, to the 
Chapel, being resolved not to disappoint the people. After 
preaching, I had my leg bound up by a Surgeon, and n^de 
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« Aift to walk to the Seven-dials. It was with much diflfc 
ciilty that I got up into the pulpit ; but God then comforted 
many of our hearts* I went back in a coach to Mr. B.*s, 
and from thence, in a chair to the Foundery : but I was no^ 
able to preach, my sprain growing worse. I removed to 
,ThreadneedIe-street ; where I spent the remainder of the 
"week, partly in prayer, reading, and conversation, partly i^ 
writing a Hebrew Grammar, and Lessons for Children. 
. Sunday 17, 1 was carried to the Foundery, and preached 
Ikneeling (as I could not stand) on part of the twenty-third 
Psalm ; my heart being enlarged, and my mouth opened to 
declare the wonders of God^s love. 

* Monday 18, was the second day I had appointed fo^r 
my journey. But I was disappointed again, not being y^ 
,able to set my foot to the ground. However, I preached 
<[ kneeling) on Tuesday evening and Wednesday morning. 

Sunday S4, 1 preached morning and evening at SpitaU 
fields, where many who had been wandering from God {(x 
several years, seemed at length to have fresh desires of re^ 
turning to him. How is it that we are so ready to despaiic 
^of one another i * For want of the love that hopeth all 
things. 

MfHiday, March 4, Being tolerably able to ride, though 
■moi, to widk, I set out for Bristol. I came thither on Wednes- 
.day, thoroughly tired, though in other respects, better than 
when layout. Thursday 7, 1 learned^ that poor Mr. Hall 
Jls aqw a settled Deist. Now let those triumph who separated 
chief friends. Surely his blood is on their heads. 
c Saturday 9, Many of our Preachers came from variouf 
.parts. My spirit was much bowed down among them, 
/jfearing some of them were perverted from the simplicity of 
,Ae GospeL But I was revived at the sight *of John H..^ 
<J(Aii.N.9 <^ those who came with them in the evening; 
"knowing they held the truth as it is in Jesus, and did not 
Jipld it in unrighteousness. . ^ 

; Monday 1 (, Our Conference began ; and the more we con« 
vorsed, the more brotheily-love increased. The same spirit 
.#e fomu} onTaes^y and Wednesday* I expected to have 
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lieard many objections to our first doctrines. Bat mme 
appeared to have any ; we seemed to be all of one mind^ as 
well as one heart. Friday 15, 1 mentioned whatever I thought 
was amiss, or wanting in any of our brethren. It was received 
in a right spirit ; with much love, and serious, earnest atten« 
tion. And I trust not one went from the Conference discon- 
tented, but rather blessing Grod for the consolation. 

Tuesday 19, Having finished the business for which I came 
to Bristol, I set out again for London, being desired by 
many, to spend a few days there, before I entered upon my 
northern journey. I came to London on Thursday, and 
having settled all afiairs, left it again on Wednesday 27. I 
cannot understand, how a Methodist Preacher can answer it 
to God, to preach one sermon, or travel one day less, in a 
married, than in a single state. In this respect, surely it re- 
mainethy that they who have wives^ be as though they had 
none. 

On Wednesday I rode with John Haime to Tetswortfa. 
On Thursday went on to Evesham. One firom thence met us 
on Broadway-hill. I was soon informed that Mr. Keech was 
buried the night before. His widow and daughter were sor- 
rowing ; but not as without hope : neither did they refhun 
from the preaching one day. — So let my surviving firiends 
sorrow for me I I was to have preached in the Town-hall: 
but a company of pliayers had taken possession of it first. 
Our own room could not contain the congregation : but to as 
many as could crowd into it, I applied, JVhat is a man pro* 
ftedy if he gain the whole worlds and lose his own soul? 

Friday 29, I rested at Evesha,m. Saturday SO, I rode to 
Birmingham, and found God m the midst of the congiega* 
tion. Sunday 31, 1 earnestly warned the Society against idle 
disputes and vain janglings ; and afterwards, preached on 
If ye be led by the Spirit j ye are not under the law. The 
hearts of many were melted within them ; so that neither 
they nor I could refrain from tears : but they were tears of 
joy, from a lively sense of the liberty wherewith Christ had 
made us free. At one I was obliged to preach abroad, the 
room not being able to cimtaui half the congregation. O ho>Mr 
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is Oui scene changed kere ! The last time I preached at 
Bifmingbam, the stooes flew on every side. If any distur- 
banee ware niade now, (he disturber would be in more 
danger than the preacher. At five in the evening I preached 
at Wed&e$bur j, to a still larger congii^ration. But no 
meeker or trifler appeared among them. How many of the 
last ^dll he first ! 

Monday, April 1,1 rode to Dudley. The dismal scream- 
ing wherewith we were welcomed into the town, gave us 
reason to expect the same kind of reception as I had when I 
was thei^ bdEore. I began preaching immediately in a yard 
not far from the main street. Some at first seemed inclined 
to interrupty but when they h^d heard a little, they grew 
raoee attmtive, md stayed very quietly to the end, though 
it rained a great part of the time. 

I lipd desired John Haime to preach at Wedaesbury . But 
when I came, he had but just begun the hymn. So I had 
aa opportiuiity which I djd not ^pect, of speaking again 
to tbfd^ wUling people. What a work would ha,ve been in all 
these parts, if it 1^ not been for doubtful di^utations ! If 
the Predestinarians had not thrown back those who began to 
run well, partly into the world, partly to the Baptists, and 
partly into endless disputes concerning the secret counsels 
of God ! While we ccurried our lives in our hands, none of 
these came neu ; the w^ves vasi top high for them. But 
when all was calm, they poured in on every side, and be- 
reaved i|s qf our children* Out of these, they formed one 
Society her^ <me at Dudley, and another at Birmingham. 
Many indeed, though torn from us, would not stay with 
tbeip^i; but broke out mto th^ wildest enthusiasm. But still 
they were all catted Methodists ; and so all their drunk* 
emieas and 149$phemie9 ( not' imputed tjo a believer ! ) were 
iaqpttfcedtousi 

Ttaeaday 9^ I preachaA at Dadastcm, lato a den of lions : 
but moat of the fiercest of ^hei», God has called away by a 
train of amazing strokes ; aad those that remain, are now as 
landbf. I preached in the evening at W^ednesbury, where, 
aatwithrtaniHt^g the mi% every mm, ii[<nQ(uui, and child 
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stayed to the end. I gave them all an earnest caution, not 
to lean on broken reeds, on opinions of any kind : and eretf 
the Predestinarian» received it in love, and told me, it Ifas 
highly seasonable^ 

Wednesday 3, 1 made an end of visiting the Classes, wi^ 
serably shattered by the sowers of strange doctrines. At one^ 
I preached at Tipton-green, where the Baptists also have^ 
been making havock of the flock ; which constrained me, in 
speaking on those words, Arise and be baptized^ and wash- 
away thy sins, to spend near ten minutes in controversy, 
which- is more than I had done in public for many months^ 
perhaps years, before* 

Thursday 4, We took horse about four. The snow feH 
without intermission, which the north wind drove full in oitr' 
faces. After resting a while at Bilbrook, Newport, and Whit* 
church, and riding some miles out of our way, we overtook 
some people going to the preaching at Alpraham, who* 
guided us straight to the house. William Hitchens had Hot 
b^un : so I took his place, and felt no weakness or weari* 
ness, while I declared, Jesus Christy the same yesterdays 
and tO'day^ and for ever,' 

April 5, being Good-friday, I preached at eight, and their 
walked to Banbury Church. I preached again at one^ and 
in the evening at Poole, near Nantwich, to another deeply 
serious congr^ation. The next evening we reached Man* 
Chester. 

Easter-day, April 7, After preaching, I went to the New" 
Church, and found an uncommon blessing, at a time when* 
I least of all expected it; namely, while the Organist wai^ 
playing a voluntary ! We had a happy hour in the evening^ 
many hearts being melted down in one flame of holy love^ - 
' Wednesday 10, I rode to Shackerley. Being now in the?> 
very midst of Mr. Taylor's disciples^ I enlarged much mor^ 
flian I atn accustomedto do, on the doctrine of Original Sin ; 
and determined, if God should give me a few years' life^^ 
publicly to answer his New Gospel. 
'i-By^th^ huge noise which was in> the street, as we entered 
Bolton, Iconj^tured' l^taa would toy bis strei^h onc^ 
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inore. Bat Grod suffered him not. The mob soon was va- 
nished away, and I had both a numerous and a quiet coin 
gregation. 

Thursday 11^ The barber who shared me said, ^^ Sir, I 
praise God on your behalf. When you were at 3oIton last, 
I was one of the most eminent drunkards in all the town t 
but I came to listen at the window, and God struck me to 
the heart. I then earnestly prayed for power against drink- 
ing^ Rnd God gave mie more than I ask^ ; he took away the 
^veiy. desire of it: yet I felt myself worse and worse, till on 
the 5th of April last I could hold out no longer^ I knew I 
^ust drop into hell that moment, unless God appeared to 
4ttye me : and he did appear '. 1 knew he loved me, and felt 
.fweet peace : yet I did not^dare to say I had faith, till yester*- 
day was twelvemonth God gave me faith, and his love has 
ever since filled my heart." 

. Hdice I rode with Mr. Milner to Ribchester, where some 
-Cletgymea had appointed to meet him, with whom we spent 
j0iie or two hours in serious and useful conversation. Be» 
:tweea five and six we reached the Vicarage at Chipping, 
where a few serious people soon assembled. The next day 
we rode to Ambleside, and on Saturday 13, over more than 
'Welsh mountains, to Whitehaven. 

( Sunday 14, 1 heard two useful sermons at Church, on 
zFear not them that can kill the body. I preached at eight, 
'.on Is there no balm in Gilead? And between one and.two 

at the market-place, on Thou art not far from the kingdom 
'6f God. A few stones were thrown at first ; but the bulk of 
-the congregation was deeply serious; as well as in the 
-evening, when I preached, on Who shall lay any thing to 
Ithd charge of God^s electa In meeting the Classes the two 
J next days, I observed one remarkable circumstance : with- 
^out an absolute necessity, none of this Society ever miss 

their Class. Among near two hundred and forty persons,- 1 
i met one single exception, and no more. 

Wednesday 17, 1 rode to Clifton, six miles firom White- 
, haven. . It was supposed few would come in the middle of 
1 Jhe aftemocm : but on the contrary, there were abundantly 
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mole than any house could contain; so that notwithstanding^ 
the keen north-east wind, I was obliged to preach in tiie 
street. Several of the poor people came after me to CociGer<- 
tnouth, where I stood at the end of the market-hoase^teB or 
twdye st^ above the bulk of the congregation^ and pro*- 
dWmed the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. A large- and 
serious congregation attended again at five, onTfaufsdaj 
morning. We Uten rode to Gambtesby^ where I pfeached 
in the school-house to a^ many serious people ^u itcooUl 
eontidn; and on Friday 19, crept cm, through miierable 
roads, till we came to Hinely-hill. 

Early in the mott^ig we scaled the snowy moimteini^ 
and rode by the once-ddigbtful seat i^the late Loiid D^- 
wei^water, now neglected, descdate, and sw^ily running to 
ruin. In the afternoon we brou^t Mr. Miln^ safe to the 
Orphan-house at Newcastle. 

Sunday 21, The rain Obliged me to preach in the h^tise, 
both morning Aad afternoon. The spirit of the peo^ r^ 
irtehed me much, as it almost always does* I wish all our 
Societies were like-minded ; as loving, simple, and zealoos 
t)f good works. 

Monday S3, The raip stopped, while I was preaching at 
the market-place in Morpeth. We rode from thence to 
t Alnwick, Where (it being too wet to preadi at tl^ cross) 
some of our friends procured the town-haU. This being 
very large, contained the pec^le well ; oJdJy the number of 
Ibem made it extremely hot. 

Tuesday 23, We rode on to Berwick-upon-Tweed. At 
six in the evening, a young man was buried, cut off in the 
strength of Jbiis years, who was to have inherited a considenH 
ble fortune. Almost the whole town attelKled the funeraL I 
- went directly from the church-yard to the ^rave, and iiad 
full as many attendants as the corpse, among whom, were 
abundance of fine, gay things, and nany soldiers. 

Wednesday 24, Mr. Hof^r and I took horse b^;w^n 
three and four, and about seven came to Old Camms. Whe- 
ther the country was good or bad we could not see, having 
V. a thick mist all the way« The Scotch towns are like noae 
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wbieh I ever saw, either in England, Wales, or Ireland : 
Miere is such an air of antiquity in them all, and such a pe« 
cnliar oddness in their manner of building. But vre were 
most surprised at the entertainment we met with in every 
place, so far diffinent from common report. We had all 
flungs good, cheap, in great abundance, and remarkably 
w^ dressed. In the afternoon we rode by Preston-field, and 
9aw the place of battle, and Colonel Gardiner's house. The 
Scotch h^e affirm, that he fought on foot after he was db- 
mouiilied, and refused to take quarter. Be that as it may, he 
is now where the wicked cease from troubling^ and where 
tie tifeary are at rest» 

We reached Musselborough between four and five. I had 
no intention to preach in Scotland ; nor did I imagine there 
were any that derired I should. But I was mistaken. Curio-* 
t^ty ( if nothing else ) brought abundance of people together 

in the evening. And whereas, in the Kirk ( Mrs. G in- 

^nued me) there used to be laughing and talking, and all 
the marks of the grossest inattention ; it was far Other- 
wise h^:e : they remained as statues, from the beginning of 
the sermon to the end. 

Thursday S5, we rode to Edinburgh, one of the dirtiest 
cities I had ever seeai, not excepting Cplen in Germany* 
We returned to Musselborough to dinner, whither we were 
followed in the afibemoon by a little party of gentlemen from 
JBdinburgh. I know not why any should complain of the 
^j^ess of the Scots toward strangers. All I spoke with, 
were as free and open with me, as the people of Newcastle 
or Bristol ; nor did any person move any dispute of any 
kind, nor ask me any question concerning my opinion. 

I Impeached again at six, on Seek ye the JLordj while he 
fnay be founds I used gveat plainness of speech toward 
them^ and they all received it in love : so that the prejudice 
which the devil had been several years planting, was torn 
up by the roots in one hour. After preaching, one of the 
Bailies of the town, with one of the Elders of the Kirk, 
came to me, and begged, ^^ I would stay with them a whilef, 
if it were but two or three days, and they would fit up a 
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fior larger place than the School, and prqpaie seats for tbe 
eongr^ation." Had not' my time been fixed, I shonkt 
gladly have complied. All I could now do, was to giTe» 
them a promise tiiat Mr. Hopper would come bodL Ami 
next week, and spend a few days with them. 

Friday S6, 1 rode back to Berwick. The congregation 
Iras large, though the air was piercingly cold : as it was ther 
next evening, while I preached at Alnwick Gross ; whore,' 
on Sunday 18, 1 preached at eight and at one. Afterwardsl^ 
I rode to Alemouth, where I found the largest congregation' 
I had seen in all Northumberland. I preached at Wid-^ 
drington in the evening; at Placey, Monday 89, aboot^ 
Boon, and at Neiycastle in the evening. 
' Saturday, May 4, 1 rode to Sh6ep-hill, in a rough, tem-^ 
pestuous day ; and after preaching and settling the Society/ 
to Sunderland. I found many here much alive to Grod, wd 
was greatly comforted among them. 
; Sunday 5, 1 met the Society at five, preached at eighty' 
and then rode to Painshaw. Just as the Congregation camc^ 
out of the Church, I b^gan. We had some heavy showers f 
but none went away. I reached Newcastle before five ; but 
the storm would not sufier me to preach abroad : As many 
as possibly could, crowded in; but many were obliged to 
stand without, while I enforced, God forbid that 1 should 
glory J save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Monday 6, I met a few people at Durham, in my way^ 
^d then rode on to Stockton. Some angry people set up it 
dismal s<^ream, as we entered the town : but they could g6 

00 farther. By means of a plain, rough exhorter, who lived 
in the town, the Society was more than doubled, since I was 
here before; and most of them were rejoicing greafly : oidy 
poor R. M. still went on heavily, being unequally yoked 
with one who was a bitter enemy to all spiritual religion* I 
preached in the main street, near the market-place. Wh% 

1 had done$ R* M.'s wife followed me into the house. I de^ 
;iired we might go to prayer* God broke her heart in 
pieces, and she determined to go pn hand in hand with he^ 
^uajband. , . .. .. 
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* Taesday 7, 1 preaehed at Acomb, neat York. The next 
day I n)de oa to Epworth ; and on Thursday preached at 
Hainton about noon^ and at Coningsby in the erening. The 
vind was as the piercing of a sword r but the congregaiioii 
regatded it not. Friday 10, we rode to Lorboroiigh. The 
Minister's son, and two more, made a little disturbance for 
a while : howeyer, I permitted them to be present when I 
met the Society: they seemed utterty astonished, and I 
believe) will not lightly speak evil of us again. It rained 
incessantly as we rode to Grimsby, where I preached to a 
tnixed congr^ation, some of whom (the greats part) were 
exceedingly serious, and some exceedingly drunk.^ The So^ 
ciety, I found, was much alive to God. . 

* Saturday 11, We returned to Epworth, to. a poor, dead, 
senseless people : at which I did not wonder, when I was in^ip 
£)rmed, 1, That some of our Preachers there, had diligently 
gleaned up and retailed all the evil they could hear of me : 
S, That some of them had quite laid aside our hymns, as 
well as- the doctrine they formerly preached : 3, That mt of 
ihem had frequently q)oken against our Rules, and the 
Mhers quite neglected them. Nothing, therefore, but the 
jiugbty power of God, could have kept the people so wett 
as they were. > 

* Sunday 18, After preaching at five, I rode to Misterton. 
:The congregation was the largest I have seen in these parts» 
Thrice I returned to Overthorp, where I did not observe one 
.triflii^ or careless hearer. I came to Epworth, just in time 
ibr the afternoon Service ; and after Church, walked dowii 
:«traigfat to the Crpss^ The north-east wind was strong and 
keen : yet the bulk of the congregation did not regard it^ ^ 
/ Monday 13, 1 learned the particulars of Mr* R.^s case; of 
^which I had heard but a confused account before. ^^ In N&9 
.vember last he was desired to baptize a child of John 
Yarley's. It was observed, his voice which had been lost 
several years, was entirely restored* He .read the office with ' 
great emotion, and many tears, so as to astonish the whofe 
congregation^ But going home from Chiurch, he behaved 
in so strange a manner^ that it was, thought necessary to 
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confine hini« Daring the first y^eA of his confinement, he 
was for constraining every one that came near him, to kned 
down and pray ; and firequently cried out, ^ You will be 
lost, you will be damned, unless you know yonr sins aie 
forgiven.' Upon this Mr. -— roundly averred. That the 
Methodists had turned his head. After seven or eight days 
he grew nmch worse, though still with intervals of reason. 
And in about a fortnight, by a judgment mixed with mercy, 
God took him to himself." 

Tuesday 14, The waters were greatly out in the road, so 
that the York coach was overturned just before us : the 
bridge it sliould have gone over being under water? yet no 
passenger was hurt, only dropping wet, being all tiirowa 
into the river. We were to pass the same rivesr a few miles 
off, and which way to do it, we knew not. But just as -we 
came to the place, we overtook two gentlemen, who had 
hired a guide. So we followed them as close as we coidd^ 
and crossed it without difficulty. 

I preached about five at Leeds, in the walls of the new 
house. Wednesday 15, we had a Uttle amference with 
fibout thirty Preachers. I particulariy enquired bonoeming 
their grace, and gifts, and fruit; and found reason to doubt 
of one only. 

Thursday 16, 1 rode to Wakefidd. But Ive had no place 
except the street, which could contain the congr^ation: 
and the noise and tumult there were so great, liiat I knew 
not whether I could preach at all. But I spdcea few words^ 
and the waves were still. Many appeared deefdy attentive. 
J bdieve God has taken hold of some of their hearts, ai^ 
that they wiU not easily break loose Scorn him. 

Friday 17, I preached in the new house at Birstal, 
already too small for even a week-day% congregation. After 
a few days more spent among the neighbouring Societies, I 
returned by easy joumies to London. 

Friday, June 1, I wrote as follows to the Rector' and 
Fdlows of our college : — EgOj Johannes Wesley, CioUegii 
Lincolniensis in academia Oxoniensi Socius, qnicqoid mihi 
juri^ est in praedida societale, ejosdem Rectori & Skxnis 
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fsponte ac libere lesigtto : illis uniyersis & sin^lis perpe- 
tuam pacem ac omnmiodam in Christo feUcitatem eKoptans. 

Afew dajB after Iwent down to Briskil, where I procured 
a particular accooilt of one that went to rest some months 
before. Pkirt of it was as foDows z^^^^ Elizabeth Walcam 
was bora in March 17S3. From her infancy she was mild 
and affiMe. When she was about six years dd, die was 
much in private prayer, and often called her brother and 
sister to join with her. If she were in any trifling and laugh- 
ing oompany, sihe seldom wait farther thmi a little smile. In 
(he whde course of her life she was remarkably dutiM t6 
ker-parentS) and loving to all ; mostly in an even irame of 
npiiiL ; slow to anger, and soon pacified ; tender-hearted (6 
all that were distressed, and a lover of all that was good. 
From the time she joined the Society, she was a true lover 
of her minijsters and her brethren ; not sufiering any to 
speak evil of them, particulariy of her ministers : and if her 
innocent answers did not stop them, she left their company. 

^^ In the beginning of December last she was indiqiosed '; 
and on Saturday 8, took her room. In the aft^^noon she 
broke out, ^ When shall I see my Jesus ? I want to know 
that he has taken away my sins.' Aftier a while she cried, 
< He does love tne. I know Jesus loves me. My Father! 
He is my Father! and my God ! ' Yet on the Wednesdajr 
foliowing she was in deep distress. ^ I found her, (says 
one who then visited her ) crying out, O that I were wash- 
ed in the blood of the Lambi Pray for me, that I may 
know my mis ate forgiven.' I prayed with her several 
>times, and stayed afl nigfat. She did not sleep at all ; her 
pain of body, as well as mind, beii^ exceedingly great. She 
was aknost continually in prayer, crying finr mercy, till I 
went away, about eight in the mcmiing. 

<^ About nine in the evening I came again. She was still in 
violent pain ; but did not seem to regard this, in comparison 
oi her soul. Her comUnual cry was, ' I do not know 
Christ : I want an interest in Christ. O that I might know 
Him ! O tiiat he would foi^ive my sins ! that he would 
wash me whiter than snow. She had never any ease but 
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while we vere at prayer, with which fihe was never satis^ 
$ed ; but held me, and would not let me rise fropimy knees^ 
fiometim^^for an hour together. I was praying with her 
^ut twelve o'clock, when she called out, ^ Help me to, 
praise the Lord. I feel my sins are forgiven* I am washed, 
imd made whiter than snow.' She spent the remainder cff 
the night in praise and prayer. About eight in l^e morning 
I went home. 

, <^ On Sunday evening I found her much weaker in body; 
but her soul was foil of life and vigour. When I came in, 
^he said, ^ I am exceedingly glad you are come. Now. let u$ 
cejoice together. We shall meet together in heaven: I 
jam washed in the blood of the Lamb : I know God is my 
Father : 1 know my name is written in heaven : there We 
shall all rejoice ti^ethor.' She was never satii^Sed with 
giving thanks ; not suflfering me to rise from my knees, but 
lidding me by my hands when I w^it to rise. 

<^ About eight Mrs. W. came, in, and told us lM[r. C. W. 
was come to town. She thai broke out into prayer for bkn, 
for Mr. J. W., and for the Society. Afterward she prayed 
|br the QuakeiB, that God would deliver them from all 
^dajrkness of mind, covetousness, pride, and the love of the 
world. She continued praying till near twelve o*clock^ 
speaking with a clear, strong voice ; although, whenever 
she ceased speaking, she seemed just dying away. About 
.twelve she cried out ^ Lord, forgive me. WJiat shall I do 
to be saved?' I was astonished to hear her voice so 
changed ; and asked, ^ My dear, what is it distresses you ? * 
She answered, ^ I feel anger toward Peggy. ^ ( That was 
.the maid's name. ) ^ Lord, forgive me ! Lord, lay not this 
jsinto my charge!' We went to prayer together; and, 
after a time, she said, ^ Help me to bless and thank the Lord. 
I find sweet refreshments from him. He is reconciled again.' 
And from that hour she found no more darkness. 

'^ She then began praying for her parents, her sisters, and 
brother ; adding, ^ Dp pray, that God would restrain him 
from the evils of this world*^ I have been restrained from a 
child* I never could play^ as other children did.' To- 
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%ards morning she dosed a little ; bat all the intervals she 
spent in praise and thanksgiying, still speaking with ai 
clear and strong a voice, as if she had been in health. 
. ^^ One. day, as she was praising God, one desired her 
brother to take pattern by her. She immediately answered^ 
* Not by me 5 take pattern by Jesus, take pattern by 
Jesus.' About twelve at night, as I came into the room, sh^ 
said, > My heart is blessed of the Lord, and in the strength 
of the living God I speak : come, let us go to prayer ; let 
us praise the living God once more in this world ; the Lord 

ever .* . Here her breath failed. But soon after, she 

sung with us, ' Come, let us join our cheerful songs; ' ad« 
ding, ^ I am more afiraid to live than to die, but whether 
I live or die, I will praise the Lord.' 
, ^^ On Sunday niorning she said, ^ Jesus loves me; He 
has been always with me ; He is a merciful Grod ; He U 
indeed. I shall go to glory, to. glory. Come, O Lord 
Jesus, and make my passage easy to eternal glory. I 
long to be with Jesus. I could grasp him ! ( stretching out 
her arms ) O give me an easy passag e ' W e shall soon 
mbet again, to sing praises unto the Lord for ever.' At 
another time she said^ ' Let others do what they will, we 
wiU praise the Lord. I am happy, I am easy ; if he raises 
mie or not, I shall praise the Lord.' She said to her father, 
f I asked to drink of the bitter cup ; but I knew not what I 
asked. But yet, if it is a hundred times more, I desire to 
drink it all.' 

*^As she grew weaker, she was seized with stnmg convul- 
sions, which followed close one upon another. But the 
moment the fit ceased, she always began to speak, praying 
and praising God ; nor was her understanding or even her 
memory^ either disordered or weakened thereby : nay, hec 
understanding remidned even during the fit,, so that sh? 
heard and knew all that was spoken near her, and when sh« 
tecovered her speech, repeated as there was occasion, and 
remarked upon it. 

- ^ When Mr. C. W. and two othera came to pray with 
^her^: she . wa& e:^ceedingly low. After they were gpne^ sh^ 
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said, ^ My spirit joins wilh thiem : they are the peo{^ of 
God; I know they are : how sweet they lode ! DmUthej 
look different from other peojde? Gome, mother, let lis 
praise Grod ; I am always better after prayer. O for a 
thousand tcnigues io sing my dear Reckemer's praise ! Q 
how great is my rejoicing ! I shall be whiter than Hke 
driven snow.' 

^^ Soon after she said, ^ 1 am refreshed ; indeed I am. 
We shall see him on his great, white throne. There we 
shall see him £ice to face. My dear Jesus ! Praise Jesus : 
Why don't you praise Jesus ? Praise my God : He is mak** 
ing intercession for me; Ueis : the Lord loves me ; I know 
he does.' To her mother she said, ^ What a Messed thing 
is it, that you have brought up a child for the hard ? ' 
She continued praying and praising God till the 85th, 
when her breath was so sh<»t, that she could say nothing 
bat JesnSk This she uttered continually as she coidd, 
tall about six in the evening she resigned her spirit, without 
i^iy sigh or groan, or alteration m her countenance, which 
had the same sweeteess as when she was living. She lived 
on earth sixteen years, nine months, and eighteen days.'' 

Friday 2S, I drew up a short account of the case of 
Kingswood School. 

1, The School began on Midsummer-day, 1748. The 
Rules were [nrinted, and notwithstanding the strictness of 
them, in two or three months we had twenty-eight Scholars : 
so that the &mily, including M. D., the house-keeper, 
R. T., our man, and four maid-servants, consisted of forty 
pers(Mis. 

S, From the very b^inning I met with all softs of dis- 
couragements. Cavillers and prophets of evil w^:e on 
every side. A hundred objections were made both to the 
whole design, and every particular branch of it. Especi- 
ally by those from whom I had reason to expect better 
things : notwithstanding which, through Grod's help, I went 
on ; wrote an English, a Latin, a Greek, a Hebrew, and a 
French Grammar, and printed Praelectiones Pueriles, with 
many other books for the use of the School f and God gave 
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a manifest blessing. Some of the wildest children were 
struck with deep conviction : all appeared to have good 
desires ; and two or three began to taste the love of Gtod. 

3, Yet I soon observed several things which I did noC 
like. The maids divided into two parties. R. T. studi<^ 
onsly blew up the coals, by constant whispering and tail<^ 
bearing. M. D. did not supply the defects of other ser* 
vants, being chiefly taken up with thoughts of another 
kind. Aiid hence the children were not properly attended^ 
nor were things done with due care and exactness. 

4c J The Masters should have corrected these irr^ularities : 
but they added to than. T. R. was so rough and disoblige 
iDgy that the children were little profited by him. A. G* 
was honest and diligent, but his person and manner made 
him contemptible to the children. R. M. was grave and 
weighty in his behaviour, and did much good, till W. S. 
set the children against him, and instead of restraining them 
from play, played with them himself. J. J. and W. S; 
were weighed down by the rest, who neither observed the 
rules in the School, nor out of it. 

5, The continual breach of that rule, "Never to let the 
children work, but in the presence of a Master," occasioned 
their growing wilder and wilder, till all their religious im*' 
pressions were worn off. And the socmer, as four or five of 
the larger boys, were very uncommcmly wicked. 

6, When I came down in September, 1750, and found the 
Scholars reduced te eighteen, I determined to purge the 
house thoroughly. Thare are now two Masters, the house* 
keeper, a maid, and eleven children. I believe all in the 
house are at lei^h of one mind, and trust Grod will bless us 
in the latter end, more than in the beginning. 

Monday, July 8, I wrote an account of that wonderfid 

self-deceiver and hypocrite, James Wh . O what t 

scandal has his obstinate wickedness brought on the gospel ! 
and what a curse on his own head ! 

After deeply weighing the matter, I read the following 
paper to him, before I gave it into his hands.:-— 
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« June 25, 1751. 

^^ Because you have wrought foUy in Israd^ grieved the 
Holy Spirit of God, betrayed your own soul into temptatioii 
• and sin, and the souls of many others, whom you oug|it, 
' even at the peril of your own Ufe,, to have guarded ags^nsst 
all sin ; because you have given occasion to the enemies oC 
God, whenever they shall know these things, to blasphmn^ 
the ways and truth of Grod : . / 

<^ We can in no wise receive you as a feUow-labonieri 
till we see clear proofs of your real and deep repentimce^ 
Of thb you have given us no proof yet. You have not so 
much as named one single person, in all England or Ireland,- 
with whom you have behaved ill, except those we knew 
before. 

^^ The least and lowest proof of such repentance which we 

I can receive, is this, that till our next Conference (which 

we hope will be in October ) you abstain both from preach-* 

ing, and from practising Physic. If you do not, we art 

clear ; we cannot answer for the consequences. , 

" John Wesley. , 
" Charles Wesley.* 

On Thursday and Friday, my brother and I spared m 
pains to persuade him to retire for a season : but it was la* 
bour lost. He professed himself indeed, and we would 
fain have thought him penitent. But I could not find any 
good proof that he was so : nay, I saw strong proof that 
he was not : 1, Because he never owned one tittle, but 
what he knew we could prove : S, Because he always ex* 
ienuated what he could not deny : 3, Because he as con** 
stantty accused others as excused himself, sayii^, *^ Many 
had been guilty of little imprudences as well as he : '' 
4, Because in doing this, he told several palpable mUruihs, 
which he well knew so to be. 

Yet still we spared him, hiding God would give him 
repentance. But finding after some weeks, that he ooa* 
tinned going from house to house, justifying himsdf, and 
condemning my brother and. me foi mLsrepreseoting him } 
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on Monday, July S3, I rode to Bearfield again, and put 
myself to the pain of writing down from the mouths of seven 
persons as near as I could, in their own words, the accounts 
which I judged to be most material. I read over to each 
what I had written, and asked, " If I had mistaken any 
thing?'' Every one answered, "No; it was. the very 
truth, as they were to answer it before God." 

I would now refer it to any impartial judge, whether we 
have shewn too much severity ? Whether we have not 
father leaned to the other extreme, and shewn too much 
fenity to so stubljorn an offender ? 

Even when I returned to London soon after, J declined 
as much as possible, mentioning any of these things : hav- 
ing still a distant hope, that almighty Love might, at length, 
bring him to true repentance. 

Some who came up from Lincolnshire, in the beginning of 
Ai^ust, occasioned my writing the following letter : — 

" BEV. SIR, LondofiyAug. 15y 1751. 

" 1, I take the liberty to inform you, that a poor man, 
late of your parish, was with me some time since, as were 
two others a few days ago, who live in or near Wrangle. 
If what they affirmed be true, you were very nearly con- 
cerned in some late transactions there. The short was this : 
ftat a riotous mob, at several times, particularly on the 7th 
of July, and the 4th of this month, violently assaulted a 
company of quiet people, struck many of them, beat down 
others, and dragged some away, whom, after abusing them 
in various ways, they threw into drains, or other deep wa- 
ters, to the endangering of their lives : that not content with 
tbis, they broke open a house, dragged a poor man out of 
bed, and drove him out of the house naked ; and also great- 
ly damaged the goods ; at the same time threatening to give 
them all the same or worse usage, if they did not desist from 
that worship of God which they believed to be right and 
good. 

*^ 2, The poor sufferers^ I am informed, applied for re- 
dress, to a neighbouring Justice of the Peace. But they 
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could hare none. So 6a firora it, that the Justice himsdf 
told them, ^ The treatment was good enough fiir them ; 
and that if they went on ( in worshipping God acooiding 
to their own consciences) the mob shoold use them so again.' 

^^ 3, I allow, some of those people might behaye wifli 
passion or ill manners. Bat if they did, was theie any 
proportion at all between the fiiult and the punishment ? Or, 
whateyer punishment was due, does the law direct, that a 
riotous mob diouU be the inflicters of it ? 

^^ 4, I allow also, that this gentleman supposed the doc- 
trines of the Methodists (so called) to be extremely bad. 
But is he assured of this ? Has he read their Writings ? If 
not, why does he pass sentence before he hears the evidence ? 
If he has, and thinks them wrong, jet is this a method at 
confuting to be used in a Christian, a Protestant country ? 
Particulary in England, where every man may think for 
himself, as he must give an account for himself to God ? 

^^ 5, The sum of our doctrine, with regard to inward reli- 
gion (so far as I understand it) is comprized in two points, 
the loving God with all our hearts, and the loving our 
neighbour as ourselves : and with r^ard to outward rdi- 
gion, in two more, the doing all to the glory of Grod, and 
the doing to all what we would desire, in like circum- 
stances, should be done to us. I believe no one will easily 
confute this, by Scripture and sound reason ; or prove that 
we preach or hold any other doctrine, as necessary ^ to 
salvation. 

^^ 6, I thought it my duty. Sir, though a stranger toyoviy 
to say thus much, and to request two things of you: 
1, That the damage these poor people have sustained may 
be repaired ; and next, that they may, for the time to 
come, be allowed ijo enjoy the privilege of Englishmen, to 
serve God according to the dictates of their own consciences. 
On these conditions they are heartily willing to forget aU 
that is past. 

" Wishing you all happiness, spiritual and temporal, 

'' I remain, Rev. Sir, 
" Your affectionate Brother and Servant." 
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Mr. B. was not so wise as to take my s^yice. So the 
suflferers applied to the Court of King's-Beneh : and after it 
had cost him a large sum, he was glad to let them worship 
Grod in their own way. 

Saturday 17, Calling on a gentleman in the City, whom 
I had not seen for some time, I was surprised to find himthia 
and pale, and with all the marks of an approaching con-, 
sumption. I asked, whether he did not think a journey 
would do him more good than a heap of medicines ? And 
whether he would £^t out With my wife and me for Cornwall 
on Monday ? To which he willingly assented. 

On Monday evening I preached at Reading. Mr. B. 
oyeriook us on Tuesday morning, with whom we had an 
agreeable ride to Newbury, and thence to Andover.— 
Leaving him there, I rode on, through heavy rain, to 
Saliabuiy^ and preached in the evening to an attentive con« 
gregationi 

Wednesday 21, We joined companies agdn, till Mr. B, 
wait to Shaftsbury. ] overtook him there the next morn- 
ing, and we rode qn tc^ether to Yeovil. Here I struck off^ 
to visit the SocieU^ in Devonshire, and Mr. B. went straight 
forward to the Land's-end, whence he returned in perfect 
kealth*. 

I now found more and more proofs, that the poor wretch 
whom we had lately disowned, was continually labouring 
to poison our other Preachers. And with some of them he 
did not lose his labour ; the deep prejudices they then re- 
ceived, bavii]^ utterly drank up their blood and spirits, so 
that we were oUiged, socMier or later, to part with them 
also. 

We reached Beercrocombe in the evening, and Collump* 
ton the next day, Friday 23. 1 preached in the little mea- 
dow, at the end of New-street, and observed one circunvr 
stance which I had not seen elsewhere. The people did not 
come close to me, but stood in a half-moon, some yards 
off, leaving a considerable space in the midst. The very, 
children behaved with remarkable seriousness. I saw but 
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one, a girl of three or four years old, who ran about as in 
play, till another, not much bigger, reproved her, and 
consftrained her ijo stand still. 

Here I rested the next day. On Sunday S5^ I heard at 
Church, by way of sermon, part of Papists cmd Methodists 
compared. But it did not lessen the congregation at one: 
on whom I inforced (what they were somewhat more con- 
cerned in) What shall it profit a man to gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul? I then rode over to Tiver- 
ton, and preached in the Market-house, filled with attentive 
hearers. So it was on Monday likewise. 

Tuesday 27^ We rode to Uffcumbe, about eight miles 
from Tiverton, and preached in the market-place to a larger 
congregation, than one would think the town could have 
afi'orded. Wednesday 28, it being the time of their yearly 
meeting at the School, abundance of gentlemen came to 
town. Yet I preached in the market-house undisturbed ; 
and afterwards met the Society in peace. 

Thursday 29, there was a sermon preached at the Old 
Church before the Trustees of the School. At half an hour 
past twelve, the Morning Service began : but such insuf- 
ferable noise and confusion, I never saw before in a place 
of worship : no, not even in a Jewish Synagogue. The 
Clergy set the example ; laughing and talking during great 
part both of the prayers and sermon. A young gentlewo- 
man, who was with us where we dined, hastened away to 
prepare for the ball. But before she was half dressed, she 
was struck, and came down in a flood of tears. Neverthe- 
less, she broke through, and in a few hours, danced away 
all her convictions. Toward the close of the sermon in the 
evening, a rabble of Gentlemen's servants gathered together, 
and endeavoured to make a disturbance : but it was mere ' 
lost labour. 

Friday 30, 1 enquired into the particulars of the last fire 
here. It began on June 4, about six in the evening. Four 
engines were brought immediately, and water in abundance 
ran through the middle of the street : notwithstanding, it 
seized four houses instantly, spread across the street, and 
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ran on both sides, right against the wind, till it had burned 
all the engines, and made all help impossible. When most 
of the people had given up all hopes, it stopped all on a 
sudden: on one side of the street, by blowing up the 
market-house ; on the other, none could tell how. Having 
first left about three hundred families^ without a place 
where to lay their heads. 

I preached at six, on those words in the Morning Lesson,. 
We desire to hear of thee what thou thinkest: for as con* 
cerning this sect, we know it is eroery where spoken against. 
A drunken man made a little noise ; but a Clergyman pre- 
sent, desired the Town-clerk to stop him, which he did im- 
mediately. Then the mob of footmen began ; having pro- 
cured an horn, and greatly increased their numbers. But a 
party of the townsmen undertook them, and scoured the 
streets of them in a few minutes. To revenge themselves,, 
they laid hold on a. poor chimney-sweeper they met, though 
no Maccabee, (as the common people called us here) 
carried him away in triumph, and (we heard) half mur- 
dered him, before he got out of their hands. 

Saturday 31, We rode to Launceston. The mob gathered 
imme^ately, and attended us to the Room. They, made 
mucn noise while I was preaching, and threw all kind of 
things at the people as they came out ; but no one was hurt. 

Sunday, September 1, At the desira of many I went at 
eight into the main street. A large congregation of serious 
people quickly gathered together. Soon after, a mob of 
boys and gentlemen gathered on the other side of the street : 
they grew more and more noisy ; till finding I could not be 
heard there, I went to the room, and quietly finished my 
discourse. 

I preached again as soon as we came out of Church, and 
then hasted to Tresmere. Mr. T. not being come, I read 
prayers myself, and found an uncommon blessing therein : 
I preached on Luke x. 33, 34, Blessed are the eyes which 
see the things that ye see, S^c. ; and great was our rejoicing , 
in the Lord. We were filled with consolation : we sang 
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praises lustily, and ^ith a good courage ; till ( in a manner 
I never ranember before ) 

" A solema reyerence check'd our songs, 
And praise sat silent on our tongues." 

We ware well buffetted both with wind and rain^ in 
riding from thence to J. T.'s, where the congregation was 
waiting for me. And we had another season of splemn joy in 
the Lord. 

Monday 2, We rode to Camelford. In the way, I read 
Mr. GlanrilVs Relations of Witchcraft. I wish the facta 
had had a more judicious relater : one who would not have 
^iyen a fair pretence for denying the whole, by his aukward 
manner of accounting for some of the circumstances. 

Wednesday 4, We called in the afternoon on Mr. H., 
in Cambourn parish. Saturday 7, I rode in a stormy af- 
ternoon, to St. Just. But the rain would not let me preach 
abroad, either that evening, or on Sunday morning. About 
noon I made shift to stand on the lee-side of a house in 
Morva, and preach Christ to a listening multitude. I began 
at Newlin about five. About the middle of the sermon 
there was a vehement shower of rain and hail : but the bulk 
of the congregation stood quite still, every man in his 
place. 

On Monday and Tuesday I preached in Ligeon, Sithney, 
Crouan, and lUuggan. Wednesday 11, at noon I preached 
in Redruth, and in the evening in Gwenap. It blew hard 
and rained almost without ceasing : but the congregation 
stood as if it had been a fair summer's evening. 

Thursday 12, We rode to Penryn. Here I lit upcm 
the works of that odd writer, William Dell. From his 
whole manner one may learn, that he was not very patient 
of reproof or contradiction : so that it is no wonder there is 
generally so much error mixed with the great truths which 
he delivers. 

Friday 13, I preached at St. Mewan's : Saturday 14, at 
St. Lawrence, near Bodmin, a little, ugly, dirty village, 
eminent for nothing but an Hospital for Lepers, founded 
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and endowed by Queen Anne. But I found God was there, 
even before I opened my mouth, to a small, loving congre- 
gation ; one of whom had been sensible of his acceptance 
with God for above six and fifty years. 

I preached at St. Clear's in the afternoon, about two miles 
firom Liskard ; and the next morning a mile nearer the town. 
Hence I went on to Plymouth-Dock, where I preached in 
the evening, to a large eongregation. And on Monday 
evening to a much larger, with great plainness of speech. 

Tuesday 17, Being greatly importuned ijo spend a few 
more days in ComwaU, I rode back to Launceston. After 
preaching there about noon, in the evening at St. Ginnis, 
and. tiie next morning at St. Cubert, we went On, and reached 
St. Ives in the afternoon on Thursday 19. 

Friday 20, I read with great prejudice in their favour, 
some of Mr. Erskin's Sermons ; particularly those which I 
had heard much commended, intifled, '' Law-Death, 
Gospel-Life." But how was I disappointed ! I not only 
found many things odd and unscriptural, but some that 
were dangerously false ; and the leaven of Antinomianism 
spread from end to end. 

On Saturday and Sunday, I preached at St. Just, Mor- 
Va, and Zunnor. Monday 33, we had a general meeting 
of the Stewards, and a solemn Watch-night. After the ser- 
vice was over I rode to Camboum ; and in the evening, 
Tuesday 24, reached St. Clear. The house would not 
contain one-half of the people ; so I stood in the porch, that 
all, both within and without, might hear. Many from 
Liskard were present ; and a solemn awe was upon the 
whole assembly. 

Wednesday 25, After preaching about noon at Hymouth- 
Dock, we went on to Mr. V.'s, at C. The next evening 
we reached Tiverton, where a large number of serious people 
were waiting for me. The sons of Belial were likewise ga- 
thered in great numbers, with a drummer at their head. 
When I began speaking, they began drumming and shout> 
ing ; notwithstanding which, I went through my sermcm, to 
the no small mortification of Satan' servants, and the joy of 
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the servants of Grod. I would have walked home without 
delay ; but our brethren constrained me to step into a 
house. One of the merchants of the town quickly followed 
me, with a Constable, and one or two servants, who took 
me between them, carried me through all the mob, and 
brought me safe to my own lodgings. 

Friday 27, In the evening I preached at Beercrocombe ; 
and Saturday 18, came to Bristol. Sunday 2, I had 
mucfh comfort among the children in Kingswood^ finding 
several of them that really feared Grod. 

Tuesday, October 1, This week I had an opportunity of 
speaking to most of the members of the Society in Bristol, 
who are now as calm and well united together, as if James 
Wh. had never been. . 

Wednesday 16, We had a solemn Watch-night at Kings- 
wood. John Howe, one of our nearest neighbours, a strong, 
healthy man, went home soon after twelve, said, ^^ My 
feet are cold," and spoke no more. He lay quietly down, 
and, without any struggle, was dead before one. 

Thursday 17, I preached at Bath, and the next day at 
Salisbury. Saturday 19, we rode leisurely on to Basing- 
stoke, and came, about two hours after sun-set, to Bramsel. 

Sunday 20, Farmer N., who had begged me to come 
that way, upon the Minister's ofiering me the use of his 
Church, informing me, that his mind was changed, I rode 
over to Reading, preached at one and at five; and on Mon- 
day 21, rode forward to London. 

Wednesday 30, After preaching at West-street Chapel 
in the evening, I walked to Lambeth, to see Miss Sm — , 
who had for several days expressed an earnest desire to see 
either my brother or me. When I came, her sister told 
me, her senses were gone, and that she had not spoke for 
several hours. But she spoke as soon as I took her by the 
hand, and declared a hope full of immortality. I prayed 
"witli her, and praised God on her behalf. An hour or two 
after her spirit returned to God. 
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SATURDAY, November 2, 1751, Mr. Arvin, according 
to my desire, informed Mr. M , that I was willing 

to give him twenty pounds a year, for assisting me once a 
week. He refused it with the utmost indignation, and 
from that time spoke all manner of evil. 

Monday 11, I rode to Rochester, and the next day to 
Canterbury, where I preached morning and evening, in 
what was lately the French Church. We had not any dis- 
turbance from first to last : the Court of King's-Bench hav- 
ing broke the spirits of the rioters. 

Saturday 16, I set out early in a clear, calm morning, 
and in the afternoon came to London. 

Tuesday 19, I began writing a letter to the Comparer of 
the Papists and Methodists. Heavy work ; such as I should 
never choose : but sometimes it must be done. Well might 
the Ancient say, " God made practical divinity necessary ; 
the devil, controversial." But it is necessary. We must 
resist the devil, or he will not Jlee from us. 
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Saturday, December 28, Being infinrmed that Mr. K j 

iat some years zealously attached to the brethren, had now 
burst hischain, I had a desire to hear from his own mouth, 
bow he was deliyered. So a day or two after, I talked 
with him at laige, and wrote down the substance of his ac- 
count, that I might make no mistake. After a few days I 
called upon him, I read over to him what I had written, and 
desired him to tell me, if I had misunderstood him in any 
thing. And this account alone may be abundantly sufficient 
io pull off the mask from those cruel and deceitful men* 

^^ 1, I was, said he, one ci the first members of the So- 
ciety at the Foundery, and continued there till William 
Oxlee, about the latter end of the year 1740, persuaded 
me io join the Brethren. It was not long before I was ad- 
mitted to most of their conferences : and my love for than 
increased more and more, till in the year I74I,* I went 
over to Hemdyke. 

<^ 2, Here I saw several things I did not approve ; par- 
ticularly the arbitrary power with which the heads of the 
Church governed; and the vast respect they shewed to the 
rich, while the poor were little regarded. But I forgot all 
this, when I returned to England, and gave myself up to 
their disposal. 

** 3, I was soon after employed to collect money for re- 
pairing the Chapel in Fetter-lane. The manner of the 
Brethren was, to write to each of those who were accustom- 
ed to hear the preaching, and desire them, ' If they found 
their hearts free, to send five or ten guineas.' As many of 
these were not at all awakened, I thought this was quite 
wrong. So I told Mr. M ; but he answered me short, 
that does not concern you. 

" 4, 1 saw several other things which I could not apfnove, 
and I spoke of ihem ; but without efiect. . Some months 

after, Mr. Sp told me, ^ My brother, we are going to 

settle an Economy of Children at Lambs-Inn. And it is 
the Saviour's will, that you should go there, and be the 
Phy&ician of the House.' I thought it strange ; for I did 
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not upderstand Physic. However, I did not dare to reason. 
So I "went. 

• ^^ 5, The manag^m^it here gave me a great shock. 
Without any regard to the roles laid down, R . U- 



and his^wife, the Directors of the Economy, behaved in the 
most haughty and tyrannical manner. Those who were 
mi. over the children, had no gifts for the work, and some 
of them little care for their own souls. Several, of the 
children were whipped, without cause, and sometimes out 
of measure ; by which ill management, one of mine was 
utterly ruined, and has had no fear of God ever since. As 
fi)r me, I might give advice if I would, but none regarded 
it. And when I rose x>ne night and covered the children, 
who had thrown the clothes off in their sleep, Mr. U— ~ 
sharply reproved me before- the whole family, telling me, 
I had done what I had no business to do : adding, that I 
Was theimost useless person in the whole house. I desired, 
that if so, I might return to London. With much diffi- 
culty they consented : and I made aU haste back to. my own 
house. 

^^ 6, But I grew more and more uneasy at their manage- 
ment, which the Brethren perceiving, sent me to York- 
'bhire. When I had been there a few days, one of them 
told me, I was to go to Great Horton in the morning : it 
being made out to the Brethren, that I was to preach there, 
I was amazed, having never had one thought of preaching. 
Yet I did not dare to refuse : and from that time they 
employed me to preach, and to visit all the souls through 
that circuit. 

*^ 7, At Holbeck we had an Economy of young men. 
When I visited them, and examined them strictly, they 

declared to me so much of their onanism, wh ^ms, and 

other abominations, that I was utterly astonished. I was 
coiustrained to rebuke them sharply ; for which in a few 
days I received a severe letter from Mr. Sp., telling me, I 
was destroying God's dear children, instead, of building 
4hemup; andthat therefore I was neither to preach, nor 
labour any more in Yorkshire. 
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^^ 8, In a little while, I was sent for to Lond(m, to ac- 
company Mrs. St. into Germany. But the letter being de- 
layed,, although I rode post, she was gone before I came. 
Some time after I was appointed a member of the commit- 
tee of six, to whom an account was to be transmitted by aD 
the labourers, of all the steps .which they tocky either a| 
home or abroad. 

*^ One of our fundamental rules was, not to run- in debt 
above thirty pounds. Therefore, when Mr. Sp. brought in 
a bill of more than three hundred, I was exceedingly start- 
led, and moved, that the particulars of it might be given 
in, and that all our accounts might be clearly and &irly 
stated. Wencel Neuser being present, ( though not one. of 
our members ) took me up for this very severely ; telling me, 
^ They were servants of the Saviour, and would give no ac- 
count to men.' 

^^ 9, 1 was more and more uneasy at their way of proceed- 
ing, till one day Mr. SI. came to me, and asked me, if. I was 
willing to go to Bedford, for six or eight days I I told him I 
was, and in a day or two set out. But Mr. Br. told me, Brea- 
ther K' , you must not expect to do much good here ; for 
there is the hidden curse among the souls, which I believe 

arises chiefly from the practice of procuring ab , which 

is so common among the women. Nevertheless, I did find 
a great blessing, during the two or three months that I la- 
boured there. But I could not stay, having a strong im- 
pression on my mind, that I was to labour in Jamaica. 

" 10, Upon my mentioning this to the Brethren, they 
said, I should go thither as soon as possible : but it would 
be proper for me to go to Pensylvania first, and spend a 
little time at Bethlehem. I believed they knew best. So. in 
the year 1744, I quitted my shop, left all my afiairs unset- 
tled, and sailed to Pensylvania. 

^Ml, I had full employ at Bethlehem, being appointed 
general preacher, and expected to bear a part in all the 
conferences. But it was not long before I was troubled 
more than ever, seeing so much craft and . subtlety^ ^and 
withal so much pride, stateliness, and tyranny, in those^that 
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^^veraed the Church. One instance out of very many, was 
'^liis. W. Harding, who came over some time beibie me, 
d was a stated preacher, had spoken to them freely and 
armly, of seversd things which he thought reprovable, 
TJpon this, he was put out of all his offices, and all the 
ISrethren were forbid to speak to him. Being forsaken of 
all, he was more uneasy still ; on which the Brethren said, 
lie was mad. As such he was confined, and food was 
l>rought to him once or twice a day, by two or three young 
men, who likewise many times beat him very severely. At 
length he watched his opportunity, and made his escape ; 
but they followed after, and took him, and a wooden house 
was built for him, not a quarter of a mile from the town, 
about ten feet square, and very dark. I was walking alone, 
near the place when they iyere bringing him thither. His 
cries and intreaties might have pierced an heart of stone. 
He b^ged that he might clean shoes, fetch them water, 
cleave wood, ot whatever they pleased in the open air. 
3ut it availed not : he was shut up. About six weeks after, 
as they opened the door one day, in order to give him some 
meat, he rushed out, got by them, and made towards Phi- 
ladelphia, with all the speed he could. Being closely pur- 
sued, he ran to the river, (being an excellent swimmer) 
leaped in, sunk, and rose no more. 

** 12, I was then at New- York, whence I returned to 
Bethlehem in January 1746. But I had no rest in my spi- 
rit, till after three weeks, I removed to Philadelphia. Here 
two of the Brethren and a widow- woman lived in the Bre- 
thren's house. I hired a room in it, and desired the widow, 
as I had not conveniences myself, to' boil me a little water 
in a morning for my tea. Mean time all the Brethren in 
Philadelphia were charged, not to converse with me. And 
not long after, the two Brethren wrote Mr. Sp. word, that I 
lived in adultery with the widow. When 1 was informed 
of this, I went straight to Bethlehem, and told Mr. Sp. the 
whole afiair : who immediately wrote back to them in Phi- 
ladelphia, that I had confessed the chsgrge. 
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<^ 13, Being now thoroughly weary of mankind, I pro- 
cured a little house in a wood, at some miles distance fiom 
any town, and resolved to spend the remainder of my days 
bymjTself. Here I stayed about four years; till one afior- 
noon, Mr. Sp. and the Count's son-in-law called upon me^ 
we talked together till two in Uie morning. They acknow- 
ledged many things that had been wrong, promised th^ 
should be amended without delay, and 'persiaded me to 
join with them once more. But nothing was amendisd, so 
that after a few months, I was constrained to leave them 
again. I followed my business in Philadelphia, till I had 
earned money for my passage, and a year ago returned to 
London." 

Was there ever so melancholy an account ? O what' is 
human nature ! How low are they fallen, who were once 
burning and shining lights, spreading blessings wherev^ 
they came ! But what infatuation is it, which makes ttns 
very man attend their preaching 9till, and his wife ( though 
she believes most of what her husband says ) to remain in 
close connexion with them ? 

Sunday, .March 15, 1752, While I was preaching at 
West-street in the afternoon, there was one of the most 
violent storms I remember. In the midst of the isam^Hl 
great part of an house opposite to the Chapel was Uowil 
down. We heard a huge noise, but knew not the cause : 
so much the more did God speak to our hearts ; and great 
was the rejoicing of many, in confidence of his protection. 
Between four and five I took horse, with my wife and 
daughter. The tiles were rattling from the Iiouses (mi both 
sides. But they hurt not us. We reached Hayes about 
sev^i in the evening, and Oxford the next day. 

Tuesday 17, The rain continued without inicrmission, till 
we came to Enstone. Soon after we set out from thence, it 
was succeeded by so vehement a wind, as on Broadway-hill 
often drove us clear out of the path^ and was ready to carry 
away both horse and rider. But our strength was as our 
day ; and before six in the evening, we came unhurt ti 
Evesham. 
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I preached in the evening at the Town-hall, Where seve- 
^tbI of the Clergy and gentry were present. Wednesday 28, 
JK, rode ovet with Mr. ^■^— - to his house, which I had not 
^seen for upwards of twenty years. The place I found ; but 
Slot the inhabitants, most of them were gone to their long 

liome. I saw not one whom I kncfw but Mr. *s aunt ; 

-who could not long forbear telling me, " How sorry she 
"was,. that I should leave all my friends, to lead this Vaga« 
lx>nd life." Why indeed it is not pleasing to flesh and 
blood ^ and I would not do it, if I did not believe there was 
another world. Our dispute did not continue long, and 
aided in much love. Mr. rode back with me to Eve- 
sham : attended the preaching both at seven and at five in. 
the morning, and walked with me from the room after ser* 
mon ; but it was some time before he could speak. He then 
broke out, ^^ I am to take care of two thousand souls. And 
I never yet knew how to take care of my own." I left 
him fiill of conviction and good resolutions, HoW manj^ 
days will they continue ? 

Thursday 19, I rode to Birmingham, and ^obitbe be« 
baviour of the people, both this and th(» following' ^#i«niiig,^ 
found reason to hope, that some of the seed wfaic6 ha§, 
been sowi I^ere, will bear lasting firui^. Saturday 81, 1 rode 
to Wedaesbury^ where Mr. — — , Vicar of , had ^p^ 

pointed to meet me. I rejoiced to find so great a change^ 
Since be has known the pardoning love of God, he has beeir 
swiftly going on from faith to faith, and growing not ia 
knowledge only, but in love. 

Sunday 22, Aftar preachmg at five, I returned to Bir« 
mingham. Many were much afraid of my preaching in 
the street, expecting I know not what mischief to be donev 
Vain fear ! I saw not one . person behave amiss, while I 
declared. There is joy in heaven oter one sinner that 
repentethn 

At one I preached at Tipton-green, to a large congrega- 
tion, though the wind was ready to cut us in two : axA 
about. five to a much larger at Wednesbury : where in spite 
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of all the wiles of Satan, and the cunning craftiness df men, 
tbe plain genuine Gospel runs and is glorified. 

Wednesday 23, I spent an agreeable hour with Mr. , 

Curate of W., an honest, upright man, I verily believe, 
and willing to know the whole counsel of God. In the 
eyening I preached to a small, serious congregation at .Bill- 
brook. The storm of wind, snow, and hail, was ready for 
us in the morning almost as soon as we set out, and continued 
most part of the day. When we had heaths or commons to 
cross, it was not easy to sit a horse, especially as the wind 
was full in our teeth. However, we reached Poole (two 
miles from Nantwich ) in the evening, and found a congre- 
gation gathered from many miles round : seveitd of whom 
sat up aJl night, for fear of losing the morning sermon. 
. Wednesday 25, After preaching at five and at nine, I 
nxle on to Alpraham, where a large congregation of serious, 
aensible people attended, both atone, and at seven in the 
eyening. Thursday 26, we rode on, through wind and 
snow, and reached Manchester. At night I was grieved to 
hear in all places, from my coming into Cheshire till now, 
that John Bennet was still speaking all manner of evil: 
averring wherever he came, " That Mr. W. preached no- 
thing but Popery, denying justification by faith, and mak- 
ing nothing of Christ." Lord, lay not this sin to his 
charge! 

, March 27, being Good-Friday, I went to the old Church 
where Mr. Clayton read prayers, I think the most distinct- 
ly, solemnly, and graciously of any man I have ever heard. 
And the behaviour of the wliole congregation was serious 
and solemn in every part of the Service. But I was surpris- 
ed to see such a change in the greater part of them, as soon 
as ever the sacrament was over. They were then bowing, 
curtsying, and talking to each other, just as if they were 
going from a play. 

'. On Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, I spoke severally to 
each . member of the Society, and found reason, after the 
strictest search, to believe, that there was not one disorderly 
walker therein. 
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- Tuesday 31, T. M gave me a full account of J. 

31 — -— f's renouncing all connexion with me : adding, "On 
^he 30tli of December last, after he had said many bitter 
^ingsr of you, to the congregtition at Bolton, he spread out 
his arms and cried. Popery ! Popery ! Popery ! I have not 
been in connexion with him these three years, neither will ' 
I be any more. And the same thing he said to all the 
Stewards, at the Quarterly-meeting on New-year's-day." 

Friday, April 3, I rode to Bank-house, near Rochdale, 
fwfaere T. Mitchel gave me the following account : — 

^^ On Sunday, August 7, last, I preached at Rangdale, 
at five in the morning, as u^ual. About six, two Constables 
came, aiid carried me to a public-house, where I was kept 
till near four in the aftarnooii* Then one of them said, he 
would go and ask the Minister, whether they might not let 
me go ? Upon his return they brought me out to a large 
mob, which carried me, and threw me into a standing water, 
and as often as I tried to come out, they pitched me in 
again. At last some of jthem said, I should come out, and 
kq;)t the others off, till I got up the bank. ' I found myself 
very happy all the time ; , for 1 knew 1 was in the Lord's 
hand. I got back to the house where I lodged, and went 
to bed. But in less than an hour the mob came again^ 
broke open the doors of the house and the chamber, and 
dragged me away with them. They carried me to a great 
pond, which was railed round, being ten or twelve feet deep. 
Then four men tqok me up by my legs and arms. I felt 
the flesh shrink a little at first. But it was soon over, and I 
4id not care, whether I lived or died ; just as pleased the 
Lord;. • They swung me backward and forward two or three 
times, and then threw me as far as they could into the water. 
The fell took away my senses, so that I felt nothing more. 
But some that did not cate to have me drowned, when I 
cam^ above water, catchipg hold of my clothes with a long 
ipple^ pulled me out.-^I lay senseless for some time. When 
I caipe. to myself, I saw fiiany people about me ; one of 
tbem helped me up, and bade me go with him. He brought 

VOL. ill. I 
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me to su Kttle house^ and put me to bed, but I had not lain 
Jong, before the mob came again, pulled me out of bed, 
and drove me befofe them, almost naked, ia the end of tibe 
parish, where they left me. I made shift to get <» to a 
place three miks off, where I got to bed again, and slept 

in peace." 

Sunday 5, About one I preached at Birstal : observii^ 
that several sat on the side of the opposite hill, I afterward 
desired one to measure the ground ; and we found it was 
sevenscore yards from the place where I stood. Yet the 
people there heard perfectly well ; I did not thii^ any human 
voice could have reached so for. 

Between four and five I preached in our new house at 
Leeds. But it was so ftdl, and consequently so hot, beside 
which, my voice was so damped by the breath of the pec^e, 
that I suppose many could not hear* 

Wednesday 8, We rode to Heptonstal, a little town on 
the round top of a very high mountain, with a steep deseent 
on every side. I preached in a vacant place, on the brow 
df the, hitti A Captain who came from the Minister's 
house, laboured much to divert the attention of the people. 
But none regarded him at all. When we wast away, he 
followed us down the hill. One took him by the hand, and 
upoke a few words ; on which he shook like a leaf, and said, 
^'~ He hoped this would be a happy time for him, and that 
he should think more than he had done in time past." 

Friday 10, 1 preached at Dewsbury, where the case of 
the Vicar and his Curate will not soon be forgotten. Aibet 
a conversation I had with the Yicar, above three yeais ag^j^ 
he was deeply serious, till he conversed again with rich ud 
honourable men, who soon cured him of that distraction^ 
Yet, in a while, he relapsed, and was more serious^than eve^,' 
till he was taken ill. The Physician made l^ht of his ifr 
ness, and said, M He would do well enough, if they did 
but keep those Methodists from him." They did so : ho^ 
ever, in a few days he died, and according to his own ex« 
press order, was carried to the grave at seven in the momii^ 
by eight poor men, ( whom he had named ) and buried on 
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North side c^ the Church. The Curate, who buried 
baiin, sickening the same week, insisted that the Methodists 
Bhould not be kept from him. About ten days after, he 
cUed, and according to his desire, was about the same hour 
carried also by dght poor men, and laid in a grave close ta 
that of Mr. Br- — . 

Satmday 11, I preached at R — ^ — , once a place of fii-^ 
nout liot and persecution, but q^iet and ciftlm^ since the 
Intter Rector is gone, to give an account of himself to God* 
Sunday 12^ I came to Wakefield, as the bells were ring- 
ing in,' and went directly to Mr. Wr , in the Vestry ; 

tbo bdi^viour of the congregation surprised mel I saw none 
light, none caoeless or unaffected, while I enforced, What 
is a man profttedy if he skatt gain, the whole world, and 
lose his own soul .? Hath not God the hearts of all men in 
his hand 2 Who would have expected to see me preaching 
in Wakefield Church, to sa attentive a congregation, a few 
yearn ago, when all the people w«re as roaring Uons, and 
As honest man did not dare to let me preach in his yard, 
lest the mob should pull down his houses ? 

Mmday 13> In the evening I preached at Sheffield, in 
liie shell of the now house. All is peace here now, since 
die trii^l at Y(Mrk* Surely the Magistrate has been the Mi- 
nister of Grod to us for good ! 

Tuesday 14, I went to B , whence the Vicar, Mr. 

D , had sent a messenger on purpose, to desire he 
might see me. I found him in deep distress for the loss of 
his wife, mixed with strong desires after God. Hearing I 
ms going to [Hreach at Rotherham, he offered to go with 
Be. He. seemed to stagger at nothing ; though, as yet, his 
understanding is not opened. O that he may not rest till 
il is I 

Wednesday IvS, I rode on towards Epwcnih. Rut I was 
nigh shipwrecked in sight of the port. Attempting to ride 
0fer the CcHnmon the nearest way, my mare was quickly 
ilnliogged. But being lively and strong, she made a shift 
to get o\it| and I was glad to go round by Tome Bank* 

X 2 
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Thursday 16, I walked over to Burnbam* I had no 
thought of preaching there, doubting if my strength would 
aHowof preaching always thrice a day, as I had done most 
days since I came from Evesham. But finding a house 
full of people, I could not refrain. Still the more I use 
my strength, the more I have. I am ofien much tired, the 
•first time I preach in a day; a little the seccmd time: but 
after the third or fourth^ I rarely feel either weakness or 
weariness. 

Friday 17, I called on. the gentleman, who told me he 
was ^^ sinner enough," when I preached first. at £p worth, 
on my father!s tomb ; and was agreeably surprised, to find 
him strong in faith, though exceedingly weak in body. For 
6ome years, he told me, he haid been rejoicing in Grod, with- 
out either doubt or fear, and was now waiting for the wd- 
corae hour, when he should depart and be with Christ, 

Saturday 18, I preached at Belton, and felt an uncommon 
degree of the presence of God, among a handful of poor 
(despised people. O how precious is the least of these in his 
sight, who bought them with his own blood! 

Sunday 19, At eight, I preached at Clay worth, where a 
year ago, the mob carried all before them. But at honest 
Justice quelled them at once, so that they are now glad to 
be quiet, and mind their own business. 

At one I preached at Misterton, to a deeply attentive con- 
gregation, , assembled from all parts ; and between four and 
five at Epworth-Cross. The congregarion here was somie- 
wh at lessened, by a burial at Belton, that of poor Mr. 

R-^— r P 5 emphatically poor, though while he lived, 

he possessed (not enjoj/ed) at least a thousand pounds. a 
year. 

Monday 20, I rode by Hainton, to Coningsby. • The 
next day, I preached at Rangdale, where we expected some 
jdisturbance, but found none. The light punishment inflict- 
ed on the late rioters, (though their expense was not great^ 
as they submitted before the trial ) has secured peace ev^ 
since. Such a mercy it is, to execute the penalty of tb^ 



-APRIL 1752.] K£V. JOHN WESLEY's JOURNAL. 117 

^aw, on those who will not regard its precepts ! So many 
Snconveniencies to the innocent does it prevent, and so much, 
sin in the guilty . 

Wednesday 22, I rode to Grimsby. The crowd was so 
^reat in the evening, that the room was like, an oven. The 
:iiext night I preached at the end of the town, whither al- 
most all the people, rich and poor, followed me : and I had 
a fiur.opportunity of closely applying that weighty ques- 
tion, Jjord^ are there, few that shall be saved f 

Friday 24, We rode by a fine seat : the owner of which 
(not much above fourscore years old,) says, " He desires 
" only, to live thirty years longer ; ten to hunt, ten to get 
" money, having at present but twenty thousand pounds a 
*^ year, ) and \i^\i years to repent." O that God may not 
say unto him, Thou fool ! This night shall thy soul be re^ 
quired of thee ! 

When I landed at the quay in Hull, it was covered with 
people, enquiring, which is he ? which is he ? But they 
only stared and laughed; and we walked unmolested to 
Mr. A 's house. 

I was quite surprised at the miserable condition of the 
fortifications, far more ruinous and decayed, than those at 
Newcastle, even before the Rebellion. It is well there is no 
enemy near. 

I went to prayers at three in the old Church, a grand 
and. venerable structure. Between five and six, the coach 
called, and took me to Mighton-Car^ about half a mile from 
the town. A huge multitude rich and poor, horse and 
foot, with several coaches, were soon gathered. together; 
to whom r cried witii a loud voice and a composed spirit, 
What shall it profit a mtinj if he shall gain the whole worlds 
and lose his own soul? Some thousands of the people se- 
riously attended : but many behaved as if possessed by 
Moloch. Clods and stones flew about on eyery side : but 
fliey neither touched nor disturbed me. When I had finish- 
ed my- discourse, I went to take coach. But the coachman 
had driven, clear away. We were at,a loss, till a gentle^ 
woman invited my wife and me, to, come into her coach. 



118 UEV. JOHN Wesley's journal. [ April 1768^ 

She brought some inconyeniences on herself therebj: not 
toly as tiiere were nine of us in the coach, three on each 
side, and three in the middle ; but also as the tkiob closely 
attended us, throwing in at the windows ( whidh we did Hot 
think it prudent to shut ) whatever came iiextto hlnid. Bnt 
a large gentlewoman who sat in my lap, sciretoed lae, so 
that nothing came near me. 

The mob, which was increased to tseveral thousands, wh» 
I stepped out of the coach into Mr. A — ^'s faf^use, per* 
ceiving I was escaped out of their hands, avengod thetn-^ 
selves on the windows^ with many showers of stones, which 
they poured in, even into the rooms four stories hi^. Mn 

A walked through them to the Mayor's houae^ who 

gave him feir wofetts^ bilt no assistlmce ; probably nOtknow^ 
ii^^ that he himself ( the Mayor ) might be ccMpelled ten 
make^good all the damage which should be done. He tb^ 
went in quest of Constables, and brought two livithi him . 
about nine o'clock. With, their hdlp, he so thoroughly 
dispersed the mob, that no two of them were left togetheri 
But they rallied about twelve, and gave one cfaaige more^ 
with oaths and curses, and bricks and stones. After this, 
all was calm, and I slept sound till near four in the morning. 

About five, Saturday 25, we took horse, and made ixi 
Pocklington. I was sorry, when I found it was the Fairr 
day, that notice had been given of my-preachii^ ; especi- 
ally when I heard^ there was no Society, and scarcely any 
one awakened in the town. The unusual bitterness of several 
who met us in the stre^, made the prospect still more un^ 
promising. HotvevCT, I went to see the r6om provided feir 
preaching, but found it was liot aboVe five yards square. 
Itisen looked at a ywrd which Was proposed ; but one ck^- 
cumstance of this I did not like. It was plentifully furnish- 
ed with stones ; artillery ready at hatid^ for the devU's 
drunken champions. Just then it begaA to rain, Upon which 
ft gentleman ofiered a laige commodious barn. Thitha: I 
went without delay, and began preaching to a few, who iki« 
creased continually. I have known no such time since w^ 
left London. Their tearis fell as the rain. None opposed 
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or liiocked : so that these made full amends for the behav lour 
of those at Hull. 

Th^ man and his wife at whose house we dined, had been 
Inttetlj persecuted) both by his and her mother. These 
ware some of the first whose hearts were touched. Immedi* 
atdy aflx^ jNreaehii^ they came up into the room where we 
were, and coftfessed with many tears, how eagerly they had 
oi^posed die truth of God, and troubled their children for 
adhering to it. How wise are idl the ways of God ! Had 
it not been.^\Eur day, these had not been here. 

Yet some of our eompiuiy had dreadful forebodings of 
what was to be at York. A worthy Justice of the Peace 
(dodbtksB to ^uiet the mob there ) had just caused to be cried 
about the streets, stuck up in public places, and even thrown 
into tHany houses, part o( the ^^ Compajrison between the 
Papists and Methodists .^^ Perhaps this might be the occa* 
tion g{ some Mtter cutses which were given us, almost as 
soon as we aita'ed the gates. But the vain words of those 
Rabshakehs, returned into their own bosoms. I began 
preaching at six. The Chapel was filled with heareirs, and 
with the presence of God. The opposers opened not their 
moliths. The mourners Messed God for the consolation. 

Sunday S6, At seven, God was with us as before, and 
his word brake the rocks in pieces. We left York, about 
nine, as quietly as we came, and rode to Acomb. 

Monday 27, We reached Osmotherly. After preaching 
in the evening, I was desired to vkit a person, who had 
been an emin^it scoffa: at all leligicoi, but was now, they 
said, ^^ in a stntnge way.'* I found her in a strange imgf 
indeed : either raving mad, or possessed by the devU. 
The woman herself affirmed^ ^ That the devil had appeared 
to her the day before, and after talking some time, leaped 
itp(m, and grievously tormented ho: ever since." We 
pmyed with her ; her agonies ceased. She fell asleep, and 
awaked in the mornii^ calm and easy. 

Tuesday 28, About noon we reached Stokestey, where, I 
fouad) none had ever yet preached abroad. . Samuel Lar^ 
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wood had attempted it; but in vain: wid so had Mn 
Roberts some time after. But a Clergyman <!ame at the 
head of a large mob, and obliged him to desist. About 
one, the person in whose house we were, came in trembling, 
and told us, what threatenings were breathed out. I answer- 
ed, " Then there is no time to lose," and went out imme- 
diately. I suppose the mob expected to hear us sing. But 
they were disappointed : for I began preaching without 
delay. By this mean, missing their signal, they came, 
not in a body, but two or three at a time. And as fast as 
they came, their minds were changed ; so that all were 
quiet, from the beginning to the end. 

It rained all the way we rode to Stockton ; but was fair all 
the time I stood in the main street, and explained to a listen- 
ing multitude, the Joy that is in heaven oxer one sinner 
that repenteth, 

Wednesday 29, I preached at Durham to a quiet, stupid 
congregation, and the next day went on to Newcastle. 

On Friday and Saturday we enjoyed a little respite from 
labour, and were refreshed both in soul and body. 

Sunday, May 3, We had the best dressed congregation, 
that ever I saw in this place. I spoke very plainly. Yet all 
were patient, and looked as if they understood what was 
said. 

Saturday 9, I rode to Sunderland, where I found one of 
the liveliest Societies in the North of England. This is the 
effect of their being so much under the law^ as to scruple, 
one and all, the buying even milk on a Sunday. The 
house hardly contained the people at five the next morning. 
At eight, and at twelve I preached in the street ; none op- 
posing or interrupting. About four, I began at Newcastle, 
near the Keelman's Hospital. It was just as I expected. 
Many who had turned hack from the holy commandment 
once delivered to them^ flocked together, and seemed con-p 
vinced, that God was still ready to return, and leave a blessr 
ing behind him. 

Monday 11, After preaching at Morpeth in my way, 
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though with little present effect, I rode on to Alnwick, and 
preached at the Cross to a far more numerous and more 
serious congre^tion. 

Wednesday 13, I rode to Berwick, and after preaching, 
desired all who had been of the Society to meet me. I spoke 
to seventeen, who were thoroughly willing to unite again.' 
And ( what was remarkable ) all of them still retained a 
sense of the pardoning love of God : although they were 
coQvinced, they had suffered great loss, by a famine of the 
Word. . 

Thursday 14, At five, the soldiers made a considerable 
part of the congregation. At noon, they came again in 

troops. One of them, T W— , came last year from 

the Highlands, and went through Westmoreland, to beat up 
for recruits. He had been earnestly warned before he left 
Scotland, on no account to go near the Methodists. But in 
Kendal, he lighted on two or three, from which time they 
were not one day asunder. It was not long, before God 
clearly assured him of his pardoning love. A fortnight after, 
he was ordered to follow the regiment to Berwick, where he 
is continually exhorting his comrades, to be good soldiers 
of Jesus Christ. And many already have listed under his 
banner. 

Friday 15, In the afternoon I preached at Alemouth. 
How plain an evidence have we here, that even our outward 
work, even the Societies, are not of man's building. With 
all our labour and skill, we cannot in nine years' time, form 
a Society in this place ; even Uiough there is none that op- 
poses, poor or rich : nay, though the two richest men in 
the town, and the only gentlemen there, have done all which 
was in their power to further it. 

Saturday 16, I rode on to the poor colliers at Placey. 
When we came hither first, John Lane, then nine or ten 
years old, was one of the first who found peace with God. 
From that hour he continued to walk day and night in the 
light of his countenance. I saw him last year, longing to 
be with Christ. But he was detained here a little longer, that 
be n^ight witness a good confession in death, as well as in 
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life. H6 praised God as long as he had bieatli, aiid wai 
lyturied a.day or two before I came. 

May 17) Being Whitsuntide^ I preached in the nunrihi 
ing at Gateshead to a huge congregation, on our Lord's 
words, If any man thirsty lei him come unto me and druJc^ 
About fife, I began near the Keelman's Hospital, many 
thousands standing round, or sitting on the grass. The 
wind was high just before ; but scarcdy a breath was felf, all 
the time we were assembled before God. I praise Grod for 
this also. Is it Enthusiasm tp see God in every benefit 
which we receive ? 

Monday 18, I preached at Ne\dands, and endeavoured 
to remove the ofiences, which had crept in among the simpte 
people. In the evening I preached at Sheep-bill. It rained 
all the time ; but that Uttle disturbed either the congrega** 
tion or me. 

Tuesday 19, I preached at Wit^ham, before Mrs. Arm** 
strong's door. 1 was a little surprised at the account she 
gave, of God's late dealings with her. When her ancient 
husband, with whom 6he had lived from heryouth, wets c»i 
account of a debt contracted by his son, hurried away, and 
thrown into Durham jail, which soon put an end to his 
life : when she was likely to lose all she had, and to be turn* 
cd out of doors at fourscore years of age, still the oracles 
of God, which she had loved from a child, were her de- 
light and her counsellors. But one day when she put on 
her spectacles to read, she could not see a word. She was 
startled at first ; but soon said. It is the Lord^ let him do 
vohat seemeth him good. She laid her spectacles dowui 
casting her eye on the comer of the BiMe, thought she 
could discern some letters. Taking up the book, she read 
as well as her daughter could. And from that hour she 
could not only read without spectacles, but sew or thiead 
the finest needle, with the same ease, as when she was thirty 
years of age* 

Wednesday 20, I preached at Biddick, to a muhitude 
of colliers, though it rained hard all the time. They 
seamed all, even some who had long drawn back, to be 
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BDdted down as wax before the fire. So strong and general 
an influence on ^a congregation, I do not remember to faaye 
seen for some years, 

. Sunday 21, The congregation at the Keehaian's Hospital, 
yftts &f too laige for my voice to command. I doubt not 
mote &an twovthirds could hear; but all were still, till I 
tommeiided them to the. grace of God. 

Monday S5, Wts rode to Durham, and thence Uirou^ 
Tery rough roads, ami as rough weather, to Barnard-castle. 
t was exceedingly ftint when we came in ; however, the time 
being come, I went into the street, and would have preached : 
tmt Ute Mpb.M^as so numerous and so loud, that it was not 
possible for many to hear. Nevertheless I spoke on, and 
those who were near, listened with huge attention ^ To 
prevent this, some of the rabble fetched the engine, and 
threw a good deal of water on the congregation. But not 
a drop fell on me. After about three quarters of an hour, 
{ returned into the house. 

Tuesday 26, At five, the preaching-house would not 
j^cmtain (me-half of the coi^regation. Many j»tood at the 
door and windows, far more than could hear. When I 
come again, perhaps they 'will hear while they may. 

We rode hence to Weredale. I had been out of order 
all night, and found myself now much weaker. However, 
I trusted in the Strong for strength, and began preadiing to 
^numerous congre^tion. And I did not want strength, 
till I had finished my discourse : nor did the people want 
a blessing. ,vi 

In the evening we came to AHandale, and found the poor 
Society well nigh shattered in pieces. Slackness ando^nce 
had eaten them up. When I caine into the room, I was 
just like one of them, having neither life nor strength, and 
bmg scarcely able either to *speak or to stand. But imme- 
diately we had a token for good. In a moment I was well. 
My voice ^nd strength weife entirely restored, and I cried 
aloud. How shall I give thee up, Ephraim ? The moun- 
^in$ again flowed down at bis presence, and the rocks were 
pnc^ more broken in pieces. 
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Wednesday 27, I preached at Clifton, near Penrith, to 
a civil people, who looked just as if I had been talking 
Greek. The next day we went on to Larton, a little village, 
lying in a green, fruitful valley, surrounded by high moun- 
tains, thesides of which are covered with grass and woods, 
and the bottom watered by two small rivers. Here I found 
myself much out of order again. However, at six, I 
preached to a very large and serious congregation. The 
Ministers of Larton, and of the next parish, were among 
them, that they might hear and judge for themselves. 

Friday ^y I preached at noon to a very different con- 
gregation, in the Castle-yard at'Cockermouth. However, 
they behaved with decency ; none interrupting, or making 
any noise. 

About five we reached Whitehaven. After a little rest, 
I went to the Room ; but it was rather to be seen than heard. 
However, I spoke as I could for about half an hour, and 
then immediately went to bed : but I could not sleep, 
having a violent flux, with a fever, and continlial pain in 
my stomach. But at- twelve, I fell into a doze, and from 
that time, began to recover. 

On Sunday, in the afternoon, I ventured to Church, and 
in the evening, preached as I was able. 

Monday, June 1, I examined the Society, and praised 
God on their behalf. 

Tuesday 2, I rode to Seaton, a town of colliers, ten mea- 
sured miles from Whitehaven. The poor people had 
prepared a kind of pulpit for me, covered at the top, and 
on both sides, and had placed a cushion to kneel upon, of 
the greenest turf in the country. But my voice was still 
so low, that I fear not half of those who were present could 
hear. 

Wednesday S, I was able to preach again in the morn- 
ing. One of our friends, who was master of a ship, pur- 
posing to set sail on Thursday 4, for Dublin, I knew not 
but it would be well to go over with him, supposing the 
wind should turn fair. It did turn fair that very morning ; 
but being suddenly called on board^ he sailed without us. 
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In about six hours the wind turned foul. So I suppose he 
came back the next morning, 

• In the afternoon we rode to Mr. Blencoife's, about fif* 
^li mifes from Whitehaven. We took a walk in theeyien- 
ing to a little town, called .Drig, about a mile from his 
houses where I preached to a smaU company of plain, seri- 
jous people. But I fear they understood very little of what 
they heard. 

Friday 5, I went on with Mr. Milner, to Ulyerstone. 
Here a very convenient place for preaching was ofiered. 
Bat few people had any desire to hear. So I went quietly 
back to my Inn. , 

Saturday 6, We reached' Chipping, and were inunedi- 
ately informed, .that several there were consulting together, 
how to hinder me from preaching. Mr. Milner, hearing 
they were met at the next house, went thither, and brought 
them all with him, who were the Church-wardens, and 
three or four persons more. I spent about a quarter of an 
hour with them^ in calm and friendly debate, and they went 
away much cooler than they came*. • 

Sunday 7, Understanding some designed to go out of 
Church, when I went into the pulpit, I thought it would 
be better for them to go out sooner, and to read prayers as 
well as preach. Such a congregation was pres^it, as I be- 
lieve was never seen there before. And a solemn awe seemed 
to rest on the whole congregation, from the beginning c^the 
service to the end. 

I preached in the afternoon cki'the conclusion of the se- 
cond Lesson, God was in Christ j reconciling the world to 
himself. The people were all attention. Surely there is no 
counsel, or strength against. the Lord. 

Monday 8, We rode to Rough-lee, and found a large, serious, 
and quiet congregation. There have been no tumults, since 
Mr. W — — was removed. He was for some years a Po- 
pish Priest. Then he called himself a Protestant, had thfe 
living of Coin. It was his manner first to hire, and then 
head the mob, when they and he were' tolerably drunk. But 
b^ drank himself, first into a jail, and then into his grave* 
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Ill the evening I preached at Hepfdnstall^ An Attorney^ 
who happened to be in the town, endeayotti^ to interrupt^ 
fOtaiting some low, threadbare stories, with a Very audible 
^ce. But some of the people cut hitai short in the midst^ 
by carrying him quietly away. 

' Tuesday 9, I preached at six to abundance of {people near 
Ewood, and with an uncommon blessing. Hence we rode to 
Todmorden, the Minister w^ slowly recovering from a violent 
fit of a palsy, with which he was struck immediately after he 
had been preaching a virulent sermon against the Methodists. 

I preached on the side of a mountain to a large and, earn- 
est congregatipn, and then went on to Mellar-bara : I 
preached at jsix in the town, and I suppose all the inhabit 
tants, young and old, were present. Nor have I oftea seeu 
90 large a congregation, so universally and deeply affected. 

My lodging was not such as I could have chosen : but 
>irhat Providence chooses, is always good. My bed waa 
{considerably under ground, the room serving both for a 
bedchamber and a cellar. The closeness was more trouble* 
lK>me at first than the coolness. But I let in a litde fresh air, 
by breakbg a pane of paper (which was by way of glass ) 
in the window, and then slept sound till the morning. 

Friday 12, I rpde to Bolton. So hot a day as this, I do 
not remember to have felt in England. The congr^atioii 
seemed to forget the heat, though the room was likean oven« 
For it was a comfortable hour t God refreshing many souk 
with the multitude of peaq^ 

Saturday 13, The houses was fuller this evening, than 
the last, while I enforced that gracious invitation. Came 
unto mcy all ye that are weary y and heavy laden. 

Sunday 14, After preaching in the evening, I took occa-* 
Jion to tell the whole congregation, that there had been ik 
mistake, concerning the house, which J. B. imagined, I 
had OHitrived to make my own property : but Mr. Grim- 
shaw had now cleared it up, having assured Mr. B., 
1, That I knew nothing of the deed relating to the hou^, 
till after it was nmde. 9, That I had no prc^perty in it stiilt 
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only a clause was inserted, wh«^y Mr. G., my brdheri 
and I, were impowered, to appoint the Preachers therein. 

Mcmday 15, I had many little trials in this journey, dT 
ti kind I had not known before. I had borrowed a young, 
strcmg mare, when I set out from Manchester. But she fell 
lame before I got to Grimsby. I procured another, but was 
dismounted again, betw^n Newcastle and Berwick. At 
my return to Manchester, I took my own. But she had 
lamed herself in the pasture. I thought, nevertheless, to 
ride her four or five miles to-day. But she was gone out of 
flic ground, and we could hear nothing of her. However, 
I comforted myself, that I had another at Manchester^ 
which I had lately bought. But when I came thither, I 
found, one had borrowed her too, and rode her away to 
Chester. 

About noon, I preached near Shackerly, at an old man^s 
house, who was groaning for redemption. We walked 
together a little way, after preaching : and almost as sooa 
as we parted, the power of God fell upon him, so that he 
hardly knew, whether he was on earth or in heaven. From 
that hour he has been continually filled with peace and joy 
in believing. 

At niy return to Bolton, I wrote down a particular ac- 
count of one, that lately adorned the Gospel. It was as 
fidlows, "In April, 1746, Katherine Whitaker went to Hal- 
li&x, to hear John Nelson. She was before convinced kjS 
the truth by reading, and firom that time grew more and 
more serious. The next yeaft'lbbn H--*-^ called at our 
house. As he was going, he tiirned back, took her by the 
hand, and said, ' You must believe, whether you can, or 
no.' As soon as he was gone, she began crying \q God^ 
and ceased not, till she knew she did believe in Christ. She 
never afterwards lost the sense of his love : nor could sh^ 
rest j if she found the least cloud, till it was wholly removed^ 
and the clear light shone again upon her soul. 

*•• In May 1750, she removed to Bolton, and soon after 
appeared to be consumptive. But she did not spare herself 
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on that account, still rising at five, four, or three in the 
morning, and continuing to teach her scholars, as usual, 
till .about Christmas, 1751. From that time her bodily 
strength failed, though she did not keep her room till March.. 
8he was then afraid, lest she should live to be a burden unto 
her relations : but that fear soon vanished away, and she 
said,. 'Now I can leave it all to God. Let me die sooner 
or later, it is all one.' But she had still some struggle con- 
cerning her husband, before she was thoroughly willing to 
give him up. 

" The next Friday but one before she died, one of her 
sisters sitti^ by her began singing, 
« happy, happy day, 
That calls the exiles home.' 
She immediately joined with her, and sung on, to the end 
of the hymn. The Thursday after, she looked round upon 
us, and said, ^ Q how I love you all. I am all love. I 
love every soul God has made.' Her husband asked^ 

* Are you happy ? ' She said, ' O yes, 

' I cannot fear, I cannot doubt, 
I feel the sprinkled blood : 

* Sing on, sing on, 

' Let every soul with me cry out. 
Thou art my Lord, my God.' 

" At breakfast she desired a little cold water : on receiv- 
ing which she looked up and said, ^ In a little while, I shall 
drink new wine in the kingdom of my Father.' About ten 
o'clock she broke out, 

' My God is recoiicSI*4, 

His^pard'ning voice I hear. 
He owns me for his child, 
I can no longer fear.' 

" One asking her, ' How she did ? ' She said, ' I long 
to be with him, whom my soul loveth.' On Friday and 
Saturday, being extremely weak, she spake very little. 
On Sunday morning she said, ^ So the Lord hath brought 
us to another Sabbath. Vouchsafe^ O Lordy to keep us 
this day without sin.^ She then partly sung, and partly 
repeated that hymn, 



JtJNE 1759.] RET. JOHN WESLET's JOURNAL. 129 

* when shall I sweetly remove, 
O when shall I enter my rest ? 
Return to the Sion above, 
The mother of spirits distrest ! ' 

She then said, ^ Who is in the house ? O I do not love the 
staying at home on a Sunday. Desire them all to go to 
Church. When I \vas most diligent in going to Church, 
I always found the greatest blessings.' At night she said,, 
^ Swelled legs, for a little time : there will be no swelled 
legs in heaven.' About five on Monday morning, March 
23, her husband asked, ' Do you know me ? ' She said, 
* Yes, I do ; ' and putting her arm round his neck, quickly 
b^an to slumber. Waking soon after, she said, ' I must 
make haste, and dress myself for the Bridegroom.' She 
then dozed afresh ; but waking in a few minutes^ said, ^ I 
am going to Christ ; ' and fell asleep." 

Saturday 20, I rode to Chester, and preached at six in 
the accustomed place, a little without the gates, near St. 
Jfohn^s Church. One single man, a poor alehouse-keeper, 
seemed disgusted, spoke a harmless word, and ran away 
with all speed. All the rest behaved with the utmost se- 
riousness, while I declared, The grace of our Lord Jesus 
ChrisL 

Sunday 21, I preached at seven in a much larger bouse, 
which was just taken, near St. Martin's Church : as emi- 
nent a part of the town, as Drury-lane is in London, or as 

the horse-^ir was in Bristol. At Church, Mr. L— 

preached a strong, plain, usefid lermon, upon the faith of 
Abraham. At one, I began [Nfeaching again, on We 
preach not ourselves^ but Christ Jesus the Lord. But the 
house dot containing half of the congr^atim, I was oblig- 
ed to stand at the door, on one side of a kind of square, hrge 
CDOUgb io contain toi or twelve thousand people. I had a 
few hours before qioken to the Captain of a vessel, with 
vchom I proposed sailing for Dublin ; and the wind being 
fidr, I knew not whether I should stay io preach another 
fltxmoa in Cboter. I find it nsefiil to be in such a state of 
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suspense : wherein I know not, what will be the next hour, 
but lean absolutely on his disposal, who knoweth and mleth 
all things well. 

At four, I preached in the Square, to a much larger con- 
gregation, among whom were abundance of gentry. One 
itian screamed and hallooed as loud as he could ; but ncme 
seconded or regarded him. The rest of the congregation 
were steadily serious, from the beginning to the end. 

Monday 22, We walked round the walls of the city, 
which are something more than a mile and three quarters in 
circumference. But there are many vacant spaces within 
the walls, many gardens, and a good deal of pasture ground. 
So that I believe Newcastle-upon-tyne, within the walls, 
contains at least a third more houses than Chester. 

The greatest convenience here is what they call The 
Rows ; that is, covered galleries, which run through the 
main streets on each side, from East to West, and from 
North to South : by which means, one may walk both clean 
and dry in any weather, from one end of the city to the 
other. 

I preached at six in the evening in the Square, \o a vast 
multitude, rich and poor. The far greater part, the gentry 
in particular, were seriously and deeply attentive : though 
a few of the rabble, most of them drunk, laboured much to 
make a disturbance. One might already perceive a great 
increase of earnestness in the generality of the hearers. So 
is God able to cut short his work, to wound or heal, in 
whatever time it pleaseth him. 

Tuesday 23, Having received letters which made me 
judge it necessary, to be at Bristol as soon as possible; about 
ten I set out, dined at Birmingham the next daj^, and thence 
rode to Red-ditch. 

Thursday 25, Finding the congregation waiting, I began 
preaching between three and four. I preached at Wall-* 
bridge, near Stroud, in the evening, and the next day, be- 
fore noon, Teachecl Kingswood. 

Wednesday, July 1, Having finished my business at Bris- 
tol, I took horse a^in, and preached that evening at Eyesham. 
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Thursday 2, I reached Bilbrook and Chester. 

Friday 3, I was saying in the morning to Mr. Parker, 
^f Considering the good that has been done here already, I 
W(»ider the people of Chester are so quiet." He answered, 
^^ You must not expect they will be so always." Accord- 
ingly, one of the first things I heard after I came into the 
town was, that for two nights before, the mob had been em- 
ployed, in palling down the house where I had preached. 
" I asked, Were there no Magistrates in the city ? " Seve- 
ral answered me, " We went to the Mayor, after the first 
riot, and desired a warrant to bring the rioters before him ; 
but he pofiitiyely refused to grant any, or to take any infor- 
mations about it." So, being undisturbed, they assembled 
agnin the next night, and finished their work. 

Saturday 4, I preached in our old Room. 

Sunday 6, I stood at seven in the morning near the ruins 
of the house, and explained the principles and practice of 
that Sect which is evert/ where Spoken against, I went 
afiserwards to St. Martin's Church, which stands close to 
the place. The gentleman who officiated, seemed to be ex- 
tremdj moved at several passages of the second Lesson, 
Luke xvii. particularly. It is impossible but that offences 
triU came; but wo unto him through whom thet/ come. It 
were better for him that a millstone were hanged about his 
necky and he cast into the sea^ than that he should offend 
one of these little ones. 

He began his sermon nearly in these words, "The last 
Lord's day I preached on doing as you would be done to, in 
hopes of preventing such proceedings as are contrary to all 
justice, mercy, and humanity. As I could not do that, I 
have chosen these words for your present consideration. Ye 
know not what manner of spirit ye are of For the Son 
of Man is not come to destroy men's livesy but to sava 
them. 

He concluded nearly thus : " I am sorry any such out» 
n^ should be committed, particularly in this parish; 
where I have been teaching so many years. And to how 
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little purpose ! I will remove as soon as possibly I can from a 
place, where I can do so little good. O what an account 
have they to make, who have either occasioned or encoiu> 
aged these proceedings ! May God grant, that they may 
repent in time ! That they may know what spirit they are 
of t That they may^ before it is toa late, acknowledge and 
lore the truth as it is in Jesus." 

I preached s^ain in the same place st one, and at four, 
and the whole congregation were quiet and serious. 

Monday 6, Finding no ship ready to sail, I determined 
to return to Whitehaven. So I took horse, with my wife, 
between nine and ten, and in the evening preached i^ 
Manchester^ 

Tuesday 7, We rode to Bolton : on Wednesday to Chip- 
ping ; and on Friday 10, reached Whitehaven. 

Sunday 12f I took my old stand in the Market-place, 
about seven in the morning, and proclaimed the Lord Godf 
gracious and merciful^ 'forgiving iniquity^ transgression^, 
and sin. In the afternoon we had an awakening sermon at 
the new Church, on One thing is needfuL At five 1 preach- 
ed in the Room, on To fear the Lord, that is wisdom^ 
and to depart from evil, is understanding. 

Momlay 13, I bespoke the cabin in a ship bound for 
Dublin, which only waited for a wind. About ten at njght, 
word was brought, that she wa^ ready to sail. We went 
down to the quay immediately, and found she had sailed out 
a quarter of an hour before, aiid was then off at sea. But 
another ship had just weighed anchor, so we went on board, 
and sailed without delay. But having contrary winds, it 
was Friday 17, in the evening, before we reached Dublin. 

The house here is nearly of the same size, and of the same 
forni with that at Newcastle. But having deep galleries on 
three sides, it will contain a larger number of people. 

Sunday 19, I preached at five and eight, but not to so, 
large a congregation as I expected. I was greatly shocked 
at the behaviour of the congregation in St. Patrick's Church. 
But all their carelessness and indecency did not prevent my. 
finding an uncommon blessing. Between five and six, our 
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bouse was nearly filled : but great part of the hearers seem- 
ed utterly unawakened. I marvel how 'it is, that after all 
oar labour here, there should still be so little fruit. 

Monday 20, I learned the particulars of the late riot. 
Some weeks ago, a large mob assembled one evening, broke 
many of the windows, and had just broke into the house, 
when a guard of soldiers came. The chief rioters were ap- 
jprehended and tried. But ten or eleven of the jurymen 
being Papists, frightened the twelfth, so that he did not 
contradict, when they brought in the fellows Not guilty! 

Tuesday SI, I inquired into the state of the Society, still 
consisting of about four hundred and twenty members ; 
though many had been much shaken, chiefly by various 
opinions, which some even of our own Preachers had pro- 
pagated. 

Thursday 23, We went to see a friend a few miles from 
JDublin. Before dinner, Mr. Cownly and I took a walk on 
the sea-shore. Being somewhat tired, we thought to return 
a shorter way, by climbing over the rocks. We found lit- 
tle ^difficulty at first, the ascent not being steep toward the 
bottom. But as we went higher, it grew steeper and steeper, 
till we would gladly have gone back, if we could. But he 
could neither go, nor look back ; so that we had only this 
choice, to get quite to the top, or to make one st^ to the 
bottom* The stones likewise on which we stood, or which 
we took hold of, frequently gave way, and tumbled : so 
that I know not whether we were ever in so much danger 
on the sea, as we were now on die shore. But in half an 
hour, I know not how, we got upon firm even ground. 

Sunday 26, I met one, whom I had formerly seen at 
Bristol, heaping up inoney with both hands. And he has 
now an that the world can give. But he enjoys nothing : 
having such a continual lowness of spirits, as they call it, 
that his very life is a burden. He seems partly to under- 
stand his own case. May the great Physician heal bis 
sickness! 

Monday 27, I preached in Eden-deny at one, and at 
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Closeland in the eveiling. Tuesday 28, I preached at Por- 
tarliDgton, though I was extremely ill, and it was a paiu 
to me to speak : but it was a comfortable pain. I could^ 
from iny heart, praise God for his Fatherly visitation. 

Wednesday 29, I rode to Mountmelick, but was so 
hoarse and weak, that I could only preach in the house. 
Friday 31, being not well able to ride, I borrowed Mr. 

P 's chair to TuUamore ; and on Saturday reached 

Cooly-lough, and met many of my friends from all parts. 
I now found my strength increasing daily : it must be, as 
my day is. 

Sunday, August 2, I baptized Joseph English, ( late a 
Quaker) and two of his children. Abundance of people 
were at Tyrrel's-pass in the evening, many more than the 
house could contain. At five in the morning, one who ha4 
tasted of. the love of God, but had afterwards relapsed into 
his former sins, nay, and sunk into Deism, if not Atheism, 
was once more cut to the heart. At six in the evening, I 
preached at Drumarca, where many now know in whom 

they have believed. Mr. B ^r, the Minister of D i > , 

met me here, the last man I should have expected ! But it 
cannot last. The same person caniiot long admire both 
John Wesley and John Taylor. 

Tuesday 4, I preached about noon at Street, to a civil, 
unconcerned congregation ; and about six in the evening, 
at Abidarring, a mile short of Kenagh. Many Romanists 
being present, I found much concern for them, and could 
not but address myself to them in particular, and exhort 
them wholly to rely on the one Mediator between God and 
man. 

Wednesday 5, We rode to Athlonc. Thursday 6, I 
preached in a large, open place, near the house, to many 
of the rich, as well as poor. Saturday 8, I called on a 
lively man, who is just married, in the ninety-second year 
of his age. He served as an officer, both in King William** 
and Queen Anne's wars, and a vear or two ago began to 
serve the Prince of Peace, lie has all his faculties of body 



AXTtf. 1752.] BEV. JOHN WESLEY's JOURNAL. 135 

and mind entire, works in his garden some hours every day, 
and praises God, who has prolonged his life to so good ^ 
purpose. 
. Sunday 9, At eight we had the usual congregation in 

the Market-house, and the usual blessing. Mr. G • 

preached an excellent sermon at Church, on the necessity of 
the religion of the heart. At five, I preached on the Con* 
naught side of the river, to abundance of Romanists as well 
as Protestants : all of whom seemed convinced, that they 
ought not any longer, to halt between two opinions. 

Here I learned from her husband, that ^^ Rose Longwortfa^ 
found peace with God in June, 1749. This she never lost, 
and often rejoiced with joy unspeakable. From that time, 
she was always remarkably serious, and walked closely with 
God. 

^^ About Easter, 1751, she found a great decay of her 
bodily strength. But of this she never complained, being 
only concerned, lest her soul should sufier loss. In July 
following, she was removed into the country, but still con- 
tinued walking in tiie light. Toward the latter end of the 
month, apprehending her time was short, she desired to re- 
turn io Athlone. On Saturday the 21st, she returned, ex- 
tremely weak, but continually praising God : and all the 
following week expressing a strong desire to <lepart, and be 
with Christ. 

<« Mr. — — . administered the sacrament to her on Sunday. 
She could speak little, but said, she had no doubt of her 
salvation. He was deeply affected, and said, he believed 
her ; but coidd scsurcely speak for tears. When she could not 
be heard, she had her eyes constantly fixed upward, and 
her lips moving. In the afternoon she fainted away. Com- 
ing to herself, she said, ^Ah.! I was disappointed: I 
thought I had escaped.' She then prayed for her husband, 
for her parents, for the Society, the Church, and the whole 
world. Fainting again, and coming to herselfj she cried 
out, * See my Redeemer I See my Redeemer ! See how 
his Ubod streams ! I see the Lamb in glory ! I see the 
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Lamb in glcwy. Fare ye well. God be with you. Fai« 
ye well.' She then ceased to speak, and went to Grod." 

Monday 10, I preached at Aughrim, and found the peo-* 
pie much alive to God. Tuesday 11, I rode overteMn 
M' *s. How gracious has God been to this femily ! 
Three years ago, his youngest daughter, after she had 
received a clear sense of the love of Grod, was brought to 
the gates of death, and continues still just on the wing for 
eternity. His other daughter was suddenly struck last 
year, and after having witnessed a good confession, to all 
that were round about her, went to God in the full triumph 
pf faith. Some months since, Mr. M . . > ^s brother begaa 
to decline : and two or three weeks age, full of unutterable 
peaqe and joy, went to him, whom his soul Joved. 

Wednesday 12, In the evening I preached at Birr. I 
scarcely ever saw so large, so genteel, and so serious a ccm- 
gregation there before. The next evening, I reached 
Limerick. 

. I spent Friday and Saturday in conference with our 
Preachers, and the next week spake with each of the mem- 
bers of the Society : many of whom, I now found, were 
rooted and grounded in love, and zealous of good works. 

Friday 21, I rode through heavy rain io Sbronill, and to 

,Cork tl^e next day. Sunday 23, at eight, the house would 

not near contain the congregation. Yet I judged a smaU 

congregation with peace, preferable to a large one with noise 

and tumult. 

On Monday and Tuesday, I carefully examined the So^ 
ciety : put away those who did not walk according to the 
Gospel, and found abput three hundred who still strive io 
have a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward 
man, , ^ 

Tuesday 25, I preached in the Market-place, at Kinsale. 
The next morning, at eight, I walked to the fort. On the hill 
above it we found a large, deep hollow, capable of contain*- 
ing two or three thousand people. On one side of this, the 
soldiers spon cut a place with their swords for me to stand^ 
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wlme I was screened both from the wind and sun, while 
tte congrc^tion sat on the grass before me. Many eminent 
sinners were present, particularly of the army. And 1 be« 
Keve Grod gave (hem a loud call to repentance. 

In the evening I called sinners to repentance in the main 
street, at Bandon. On Thursday and Friday, the rain 
drove. OS into the Market-house. Indeed I hardly remember 
two dry days together, since I landed in Ireland. Saturday 
99, I returned to Cork, and spent a comfortable day, hav- 
ing a strong hope, that God will lift up the hands that hang 
down. Monday 31, I rode to Glonmell. A wide door was 
opened here a year ago. But one evening, just after sermon 
was ended, the room in which the preaching had been, fell. 
Two or three persons were hurt thereby : for which reason, 
( could one desire a better ? ) the people of the town vowed, 
that no Methodist should ever more preach in Glonmell. 

Tuesday, September 1, I preached at Waterford. Only 
one poor man behaved amiss. His case is really to be pitied. 
Some time since he had strong desires to serve God, and had 

broke off his outward sins, when Mr. y one of the Pre* 

b^idaries, told him, ^' He did very wrong to go after those 
fellows 5 " and made him promise to hear them no more. 
He kept his word, and turned back, as a dog to his vomit^ 
wallowing in sin, as he did before. But he does not go to 
the Methodists ; so aU is well. Hq inay go to the devil 
and welcome. 

Wednesday 2, At eleven Mr. Walsh began preaching 
in Irish in the Market-house. It being Market-day, the 
people flocked from all sides, many of them seriously attend*, 
ed, A few of the rabble cursed and swore ; but did not 
make any considerable interruption. 

At five I went to the Court-house, and began preaching. 
But the mob was so numerous and noisy that few could hear. 
Perceiving the noise increase more and more, I walked 
through the midst of the mob to my lodgings. They hal* 
looed and shouted, and cursed amain. Hitherto could they 
pome, but no further. 
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Thursday, September 14, ( so we must call it now, see- 
ing the New StUe now takes place) I rode to the Bog of 
Boiree, where a great and effectual door is opened. On 
Friday evening we rode on to Goree, and the next day to 
Dublin* 

Sunday 17, I made an end of Mr. V *s Essay on the 

Happiness of the Life to come. I am glad it is written in 
French. Probably not many in Ireland will be at the pains 
of reading it. He is a lively, sensible writer. But I cannot 
believe his hypothesis, while I believe the Bible. 

Monday 18,. We had our first Watch-night in the new 
house ; and it was a night that will not soon be forgotten.? 
On Tuesday I rode to Portarlington, and the next day « to 
Birr, through so violent a storm, that my strength was ut- 
terly exhausted, and how I should preach, I^knew not. 
But Grod soon renewed my strength ; and on Thursday 21, 
I arose lively and well ; and in the afternoon, through con- 
tinued rain, came very wet, but not tired, io Limerick. 

Saturday 23, We reached Cork. Sunday 24, in the 
evening I proposed to the Society, the building a Preaching- 
house. The next day ten persons subscribed a hundred 
pounds ; another hundred was subscribed in three or four 
days, and a piece of ground taken. I saw a double provi- 
dence now in our not sailing last week. If we had, proba- 
bly this house had never been built : and it is most like- 
ly, we should have been cast away : above thirty ships, we 
were informed, have been lost on these coasts in the late 
storm. 

Sunday, October 1, We had in the morning at St. Paul's, 
a strong, close, practical sermon ; and another, at our own 
Church in the afternoon, delivered in an earnest, affectionate 
mannar. We had a solemn season likewise at the Room : 
so that this day was a day of joy and thanksgiving. 

The wind being contrary still, on Monday 2, I rode 
once more to Bandon. But though I came unexpected, the 
louse was too small to contain one half of the congregation. 
So I preached in the street, both this evening, and at five on 
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Tuesday morning : the moon giving us as much light as 
"we wanted till the sun supplied her place. I then returned 
to Cork. On Friday 6, the ship being under sail, we took 
boal, and came to Cove in the evening. All the Inns being 
fiiU^ we lodged at a private house. But we found one io^ 
conYeaience.herein. We had nothing to eat : for our pro- 
visions were on board, and there was nothing to be bought 
in the town : neither flesh, nor fish, nor butter, nor cheesQ. 
At length we procured some eggs and bread, and were 
well contented. 

Sunday 8, We were called ^arly by the pilot, and told 
we must rise and go on board. We did so, and found a 
large number of passengers : but the wind turning, most of 
fhem went oit shore. At eleven I preached to those that 
were left. About six it blew a storm, but we were anchored 
in a safe harbour^ so it neither hurt nor disturbed us. 

Monday 9, Finding there was no probability of sailing 

fioon, we went up to Mr. P 's, near Passage. I preached 

there in the street about four, to most of the inhabitants of 
the. town. They behaved very quietly ; but very few seem- 
ed either convinced or ajSected* 

Tuesday 10, We had another violent storm. It made 
Mr. P — : — 's house rock to and fro, though it was a new, 
strong house, and covered on all sides with hills as well as 
with trees. We afterwards heard, that several ships were 
lost on the coast. Only one got into the harbour, but 
grievously shattered, her rigging torn in pieces, and her 
main^mast gone by the board. 

Wednesday 11, 1 rode to Cork once more, and was very 
fully employed all the day. The next morning we returned 
to Cove, and about noon got out of the harbour. We im- 
mediately found the effects of the late storm, the sea still 
boiling like a pot. The moon set about eight, but the 
Northern Lights abundantly supplied her place. Soon after, 
God smoothed the fece of the deep, and gave us a small, 
fair wind. 

4 

Friday 13, I read over Pascal's Thoughts. What could 
possibly induce ' such a creature as Voltaire, to^ive ^uch 
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fin aufkor as tlris a good word : unless it was, that he onoe 

wrote a Satire ! and so his being a satirist might atone, 

even for his being a Christian. 

' Saturday 14, About eeven, we sailed into Kingroad, and 

happily concluded our little voyage. I now rested a wedi 

at Bristol and Kingswood, preaching only morning and 

evening. 

Sunday 23, Having heard grievous complaints af the 8o« 
ciety in Kinsgwood, as if there were ^^ many disorderly 
walkers therein/' I made a particular inquiry. And I 
found there was one member who drank too much in Jan, 
or Feb^ last. But 1 could not find one, who at this time 
Jived in any outward sin whatever. When shall we be 
aware of the accuser of the brethren ? How long shall we be 
ignorant of his devices ? And sufier him by these loose, 
indeterminate accusations, to make our minds evil-affected 
toward each other ? 

Wednesday 25, I rode to Wick, and rejoiced over a 
{)eople who have run well from the beginning. The person 
at whose house 1 preached, was supposed to be at the point 
pfdeatb. But ease or pain, life or death, was welcome -to 
her. She desired indeed to depart, and to be with Christ. 
But it was with perfect resignation ; her will being swal* 
lowed up in the will of him, whom her soul loved. 

Thursday 26, The remains of Elizabeth Man, being 
brought to the room, I preached on Blessed are the dead 
which die in tfie Lord. How plain an instance is here of 
grace so changing the heart, as to leave no traeeof the na« 
tural teipper ! I remember her fretful, peevish, murmur* 
ing, .discontented with every things But for more than a 
year before she died, God laid the axe to the root of the tree« 
All her peevishness and fretfulness were gone. She was al- 
ways content, always thankful. She was not only constant 
in prayer, and in all the ordinances of God, but abundant 
in praise and thanksgiving. Often her soul was so filled 
with love and praise, that her body was quite overpowered. 
On Sunday morning, she said, '^ I am struck with death ; 
her pains were vident all the day. But they interrupted 



irOV. 1751^.3 HET. 30US WESIiET's JOtTRNAL. 141 

ncyt her prayer and praise, and exhortation to those about 
her, till about three in the morning, haying finished' her 
work, she was set at liberty. 

Sunday 29, Was an useful day to my soul. I found 
more than once trouble and heaviness ; but I called upon the 
name of the Lord ; and he gave me a clear, full approbation 
of his way, and a calm, thankful acquiescence in his will. 

I cannot but stand amazed at the goodness of God. Others 
are most assaulted on the weak side of their soul. But with 
me it is quite otherwise. If I have any strength at aU, ( and 
1 have none but what I received) it is in forgiving injuries. 
And oa this very side am I assaulted, more frequently than 
qa any other. Yet leave me not here one hour to myself: 
Of I shall betray myself and thee ! 

Monday SO, I rode to Salisbury, and in the two following^ 
days, examined severally the members of the Society, and 
on Thursday left them determined to stand in the good old 
way, in all the ordinances and commandments of Grod. 

In the evening I endeavoured to reunite the little scattered 
flock at Winterbum. 

Friday, November S, I rode to Reading, and on Satur-^ 
day to London. 

Monday 6, A remarkable note was given me in the even- 
ii^ : it ran in these words ;: ^^ James Thompson, sailor, on 
board the George and Mary, a Sunderland collier, bound 
for Middleborough in September last, met with a gale of 
wind, which wrecked her on the Baynard Siands, off the 
coast of Zealand. Here every soul perished, save himself, 
who was for three days and three nights, floating on a piece 
o the wreck, with another man dead by his side, in which 
time the poor sufferer had lost his senses. At length he was 
token up by the Dolphin-Packet, and escaped safe to land. 
He is now willing to return hearty thanks to God, and to 
proclaim his deliverance t6 the world, that all who hear it 
nuty praise the Lord for his goodness^ and declare the 
HBonders that he d^hfor the children of men.^^ 

In the remaining part of this, and in the following month^ 
i prepared the rest rf the books for th« Christian Library: 
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a work by lYhich I have lost abaye two hundred pounds. 
Perhaps the next generation may know the value of it. 

Monday, January 1, 1753, A large congregation met at 
fbur, and praised him with joyful hearls and lips, who had 
given us to see another year. 

Tuesday S, I breakfasted at Ephraim Bedder^s. - How 
strangely diversified is the scene of his life ! How often had 
he been, both outwardly and inwardly in the deep ! But at 
length Grod has lifted up his head. 

Thursday 4, I visited one, on the borders of eternity, 
who did not know his interest in Christ. O how melancholy 
is it, to leave all below, unless we have an earnest of a bet- 
ter inheritance ! How can any reasonable man bear the 
thoughts of death, till he has a prospect beyond the 
grave ! 

Sunday 7, J breakfasted with M * Y , an uncom- 
mon monument of mercy. For a long time he was turned 
back as a dog to his vomity and wallowed in all manner oC 
wickedness. Yet his wife could never give him up, nor 
could he ever escape from the hell within, till she said U> 
hiea: one day, ^^ Go up staifs, and ask of God, and you 
know not but he may yet bless you." He went, but with 
a dull, heavy heart, and stayed about two hours. When 
he came down, she stared upon him, and said, " What is 
the matter now ? What is come to you ? You do not look 
as you did." He answered, " No, for I have found the 
Lord." And from that hour he has endeavoured to walk 
worthy of God^ who has again called him to his kingdom 
and glori/. 

Monday 15, We had our first Watch-night at Snows- 
fields. Scarcely any went away till between twelve and one. 
How is it, that never any one in England or Ireland, has 
l)een hurt for all these years, in going to all parts at the 
dead of night ? Are not the hairs of our head all numbered f 
. Saturday SO, I advised one who had been troubled many 
years with tt stubborn paralytic disorder, to try a new 
iremedy . Accordingly she was electrified^ and found inune- 
diate help. By the same means I have known two persons. 
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cared of an inveterate pain in the stomach : and another of 
a pain in his side, which he had had ever since he was a 
child. Nevertheless, who can wonder, that many gentle- 
men of the faculty, as well as their good friends, the Apo- 
thecaries, deciy a medicine so shockingly cheap and easy, 
as much as they do quicksilver and tar- water. 

' Sunday 28, A solemn awe spread over the whole c<mgre- 
gation, while I was explaining at West-street, the parable 
of the ten virgins : more especially those who knew they 
had not oil in their lamps, 

Saturday, February 3, I visited one in the Marshalsea 
prison, a nursery of all manner of wickedness. O shame to 
man, that there should be such a place, such: a picture of 
hell upon earth ! and shame to those who bear the name of* 
Christy that there should need any prison at all in Christ- 
endom ! 

Thursday 8, A proposal was made for devolving all 
temporal business, books and all, entirely oo. the Stewards : 
so that I might have no care upon <me ( in London, at least) 
bat that of the souls committed to my charge. O when 
shall it once be ! From this day ? In me mora non 
erit uUa. 

'■ In the afternoon, I visited many of the sick : but such 
scenes, who could see unmoved ? There are none such to 
be found in a P^an country. Ifanyof the Indians in 
Georgia were sick, ( which indeed exceeding rarely hap- 
pentdy till they learned gluttony and drunkenness from the 
Christians) those that were near him gave him whatever-he 
wanted. Oh, who will convert the English into honest 
Heathens ? 

On' Friday and Saturday, I visited as many more as I 
could. I found some in their cells, under ground ; others 
hi their garrets, half-starved, both with cold and hunger, 
added to weakness and pain. But I found not one of them 
unemployed, who was able to crawl about the room. So 
wickedly, devilbhly false is that common objection, ^^ They 
are poor^ only because they are idle." If you saw these 
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things with your own eyes^ could you lay out money in or« 
naments or superfluities i 

Suhday II9 I preached at Hayesr Here we hacve a fidr 
instance, of overcoming evil with good. All but the gentry 
of the parish patiently hear the truth. Many approve ofy 
and some experience it. 

Thursday 15, I visited Mr. S , slowly recovering 

from a severe illness. He expressed much love, and ^^ did 
not doubt, he said, inasmuch, as I meant well, but tha$ 
God would convince me of my great sin, in writing books ; 
seeing men ought to read no book but the Bible." I judged 
it quite needless to enter into a dispute, with a sea-captain, 
seventy-five years old- 

This day Mr. Stuart was released^ For two or three 
years he had been instant in season^ out of season, ^^g 
the work of an Evangelist y and making full proof of his 
ministry/. Three or four weeks he feU iH of a fever, and 
was, for a while, in heaviness of soul. Last week all his 
doubts and fears vanished, and as he grew weaker in body, 
he grew stronger in faith. This morning he expressed a 
hope full of immortaliti/j and in the afternoon^ went to 
God. 

Saturday 17, From Mr. Franklin's letters I learned ; 
1, That electrical fire, (or ether ) is a species of fire, infi- 
nitely finer than any other yet known. S, That it is diffused, 
and in nearly equal proportions, through almost all sub« 
stances. 3, That as long as it is thus diffused, it has no 
discernible effect. 4, That if any quantity of it be collect- 
ed together, whether by art or nature, it then becomes visi- 
ble, in the form of fire, and inexpressibly powerful. 5, 
That it is essentially different from the light of the sun ; for 
it ^rvades a thousand bodies, which light cannot penetrate, 
and yet cannot penetrate glass, which light pervades so 
freely. 6, That lightning is no other than electrical fire . 
collected by one or more clouds. 7, That all the effects of 
lightning may be performed, by the artificial electrical fire* 
8| That any thing pointed, as a spire or tree, attntcts the 
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i^btning, just as a needle does the electrical fire. 9, That 
he electrical fire, discharged on a rat or a fowl, will kill it 
Dstanfly : but discharged on one dipped in water, will slide 
iff, and do it no hurt at all. In like manner, the lightning 
rhich will kill a man in a mioment, will not hurt him, if he 
^ thoroughly wet. What an amazing'scene is here opened 
br after-ages to improve upon ! 

Wednesday 21, I visited more of the pck)r sick. The 
ndustry of many of them surprised me. Several who were 
U able to walk, were, nevertheless, at work : some without 
my fire ( bitterly cold as it Was ) and some, I doubt, with-^ 
>iit afty food : yet not without that meat which endureth io 
rterlasting life. 

Monday S6, I set out in the machine for Bristol ; and on 
FCie^ay evening preached at Bath. 

Wednesday 28, We rode to Bristol. I now looked over 
Mr. Prince's Christian History. What an amazing difier- 
mce is there, in the manner wherein God has carried on his 
work in England and in America ! There, above a hun*- 
died of the Established Clergy, men of age and experience, 
and of the greatest note for sense and learning in those parts, 
are zealously engaged in the work. Here, almost the whole 
body of the aged, experienced, learned Clergy, are zealously 
engaged against it : and few but a handful of raw, young 
men engaged in it, without name, learning, or eminent sense ! 
And yet by that large number of honourable men, the work 
•eldom flourished above six months at a time, and then fol-^ 
lowed a. lamentable and general decay, before the next re- 
vival of it : whereas that which God hath wrought by these 
deqpised instruments, has continually increased for fifteen 
years tc^ther : and at whatever time it has declined in any 
tae place, has more eminently flourished in others. 
' Monday, March 5, I called on Mr. Farley, and saw a 
^ain confutation of that vulgar error, that consumptions are 
not catching. He caught the consumption from his son^ 
wheveby he soon followed him to the grave. 

Wednesday 14, I preached at Frome^ a dry, barcen, 
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uncomfortable place. The congiegatioiir at Sha^dniiT^ ^ 
the eyening were (^ a more excellent spiritv 

Friday 16, I returned to Bristol, and en Mqndq^ tS^ 
set out with my wife for the North. I preached in ^«gp^ 
ing at Wallbridge, near Stroud ; the hpuae ))eii^;twiMPiHr 
inany stood without : but neither before nj» 9&a[ pnpnhfaigH 
(much less while I was speaking) did I hear the aoiuid -44 
any voice : no, nor of any foot ; in so deep a siklMX; did 
they both come, hear, and go away. 

Tuesday 90, I preached in the Town-hall at Evodiam. 
At the upper end of the room, a large body of people wjom 
stilland attentive. Mean time, at the lower end, loai^ ¥fV» 
walking to and fro, laughing and talking, 93 if they had 
been in Westminster- Abbey. 

Wednesday 31, After dinner, abundance of rabble ga« 
ihered near the Town-hall, having procured an aigine, 
which they exercised on all that came in their Way. ^ I 
gave them the ground, and preached at our own Room^ in 
great quietness. 

. Thursday 22, 1 rode to Birmingham. A few poor wretches^ 
I found, had occasioned fresh disturbance here. The chief 
was Sarah B , with whom I talked at large. * 

Saturday 24, She said, ^^ I am in heaven, in the qiirit ; 
but I can speak in the flesh. I am not that which appears^ 
but that which disappears. I always pray, and yd; I never 
pray. For what can I pray for ? I have all." I asfced^ 
" Do not you pray for sinners ? " She said, " No ; I know 
no sinners, but one. I know but two in the world. Gad it 
one, and the devil is the other." I asked, ^^ Did not Adam 
sin of old ? And do not adulterers and murderers sin now." 
She replied, '^ No, Adam never simled. And no man sins 
now. It is only the devil." And will no man ever be damn-^ 
ed ? " <^ No man ever wiU." " Nor the devil ? " " I am 
not sure, but I believe not." . '^ Do you receive the sacria* 
ment ? " " No ; I do not want it." " Is the word of God 
your rule ? " ", Yes ; the word made flesh : but not the let>- 
ter. I am in the spirit." 
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V AndJty !^^ Upon enquiry, I found these wild enthusiasts 
six in all, four men and two women. They had first 
l» the height of Antindmianism, and then were given 
ikp^Hte'spirrt of pride and blasphemy. 
. WeMiched Bilhrook in the eyening, and a little before 
wrn^ \mm JKbnday S6, Poole, near Nantwich. I was ptetty 
Wlfidl6ci0d j but soon recovered my strength, and explained 
taijriefkms people, 1 determined md to know am/ thing 
bui Jesus Christy and him crucified, 

Tuesday 27, We rode to Chester, where we found the 
scene quite changed, since I was here before. There is now 
no talk of pulling down bouses. The present Mayor, being 
a man of courage as well as honesty, will suffer no riot of any 
kiiid^ so that there is peace through all the city. 

'Wednesday 38, The house was full of serious hearers 
at flv^. In the evening some gay young men made a litfle 
disturbance ; and a large mob was gathered about the door*- 
But in a short time, they dis{>ersed of themselves. However, 
we thought it best to acquaint the Mayor with what had 
passed : on which he ordered the City Crier, to go dowa 
the next evening and proclaim, that all riots 'isfeould be 
severely punished. And promised, if need were, to come 
down himself, and read the Act of Parliament. But it needed 
mafL After his mind was known, none was so hardy as to 
make a disturbance. 

1 4id not expect the mob at Nantwich ( whither I was 
now Kftuch pressed to go ) would be so quiet as that at Ches- 
ter. We were saluted with curses atid hard names, as soon 
as we'^tored the town. But from the time I alighted ftom 
my horse, I hieard no one give us an ill word. And I had 
as quiet and attentive an audience, as we used to have at 
Bristol, whild I exhorted the wicked to forsake his way^ 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts. 

Saturday §1, I preached at Boothbank, where I met Mr. 

C- — y ( late ) gardiner to the Earl of W . Surely it 

(Jannot be ! Is it possible, the Earl should turn off, an ho* 
nest, diligient, well-tried servant, who had been in the fo« 

L 2 
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mily above 'fifty years, for no other fiiult than ^^ hearing 
the Methodists ! " 

In the evening I preached at Manchester, and on M(Hi*r.=^ 
day, April 2, at Davy-holme, Here I found ( what I had^^-^ 
never heard of in England) a i¥hoIeclan of infidd peasants. 
A neighbouring ale-housekeeper drinks, and laughs, and ar- 
gues into Deism, all the ploughmen and dairy-men he can — 
light on. But no mob rises against him. And reason good. _ 
Satan is not divided against himself. 

Wednesday 4, Imadeanend of examining the Society 
at Manchester, among whom were seventeen of the dragoons. 
It iis remarkable that these were in the same regiment with 
Johii Haime in Flanders. But they utterly despised both 
him and his Master, till they removed to Manchester. Hexe 
it was, that one and another dropped in, he scarcely knew 
why, to hear the preaching. And they now are a pattern 
of all seriousness, zeal, and all holy conversation. 

Thursday 5/1 rode to Bolton, and found the Society 
just' double to what it was when I was here last. And they 
are increased iii grace, no less than in number, walking 
closely with God, lovingly and circumspectly, with, onet 
another, and widely toward those that are without. 

Saturday 7, I rode to Chipping. Sunday 8, as soon as 
we came into the isle of the Church, from the vestry, a man 
( since dead ) thrust himself between Mr. Milner and me, 
aind said, ^^ You shall not go into the pulpit." I told him, 
'^ I am only going into the desk." He said, " But you shall 
not go there neither, " and pushed me back by main strength. 
Eight or ten noisy men joined with .him quickly, and set 
themselves in battle array. Fearing some might take fire on 
the other side, I desired Mr. Milner to begin the service.. 
After prayers ( for he had no sermon with him ) great part of 
the congregation followed us to the Vicarage. They came 
thither again after the evening service ; and God made them 
large amends for their little disappointment in the morning. 
Monday 9, Mr. Milner rode with us to Kendal. I 
preached there in a large convenient room ; ( the weather not 
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sJiowiDg mo'to preach abroad ) where Mr. Ingham's Society 
-used to meet. . I was a litUe. disgusted at their manner of 
cxHmog in and sitting down, without any pretence to any 
jM'eVious prayer or ejaculation ; as well as at their sitting 
daring the hymn, which indeed uot one ( though they knew 
thetuiie) sung with me. . But it was &r otherwise after- 
sermon : for Grod spake in his word. At the second hymn 
every person stood up, and most of them sang very audibly ; ' 
and the greatest part of the Society followed us to our Inn. -. 
!Nor did they leave us, till we went to rest. 

Tuesday 10, We breakfasted at Ambleside, where our 
landlord appeared quite open to conviction. We spoke 
plainly to Mm,, prayed with, and left him full of desire and 
thankfulness. Soon after we lost our way^ in a vehement 
shower of snow, but recovered it in about an hour, and got 
over the mountains safe.. The woman of the house where 
we idined, seemed to be, one that feared God greatly. Yet 
when I spake of being saved by faith, she appeared to be 
utterly astonished*. .About six, after several heavy showers^ 
we came, moderately weary, to Whitehayen. 
' Wednesday U, Upon examiping the Society I found 
that the love of .many was waxed cold. Nevertheless, I 
found a considerable number, who appeared to be growing 
in grace. But surely here, above any other place in Eng- 
land, God hath chosen the poor of this world. In compa- 
rison of these, the Society at Newcastle axe a rich and de- 
gant people. It is enough, that they are rich infaithy and 
in the IfAour of love. 

Saturday 14, As we rode to Clifton, John Hampson and 
I could not but observe a little circumstance. A black 
hail cloud was driven full upon us, by a strong .north-east 
wind ; till being just over us, it parted asunder, and fell on 
the right and left, leaving us untouched. We observed it 
. the more, because fliree several storms, one aft;er another, 
wait by in the same ;manner. 

- Sunday 15, I preached in the afliemoon at Cockermouth, 
to well nigh all the inhabitants of the town^ Intending to go 
from thence into Scotland, I inquired concerning the road, 
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and was ihifomied,' I cxraldnotpassthearmof^lMrvea^.Wliid^ 
parts the twokingdoms^ unless I was at Bmias, dboat thirly' 
miles firom CodceraMNithy soon after five in the iiionun||. At 
first I tfaongfat of taking an hoar or two'^s sleep, md wMmg 
out iit eleven or twelve. JBnt upon iaftfier consadeatiM^ 
we chose to take our joomey fii^t^ aod rest afileiwstt4* 86 
wetopk horse about seven^ and having a calm moooihiify 
night, reached Bonasbefi»eoBe« After two or three hooiB 
sleep, we set out again, without any fiuntness or drow- 
siness. 

Our landlord, as he was guiding us over the Sands, vafj 
innocently asked, ^How much a yearwe got bj preaching 
thus ? "^ This gave me an opportunity of explainii^ to htm 
that kind of gain, which he seemed utterly a sbanger tow 
He appeared to bequite amazed, and spake not <»ie wmd^ 
good or bad, till he took his leave. 

Presenfly after he went, my mare stuck fast in a quagmire, 
which was in the midst of the high road. But we oodd 
w^ excuse, this. For the road all along, for near fifty miiles 
after, was such, as I never saw any natural road, eiflier iis 
tlngland or Ireland ; nay, fitr better, notwithstanding the 
continued rain, than the turnpike road between London 
smd Bath* 

. We dined at Dumfries, a clean, well built town, havii^ 
two of the most elegant churches ( one at each end of the 
town ) that I have seen. We reached Thomy*hill in the 
evening. What miserable accounts pass current in England, 
of the luns in Scotland ! Yet here, as well as wherev^ We 
called in our whole journey, we had not only every thing 
we wanted, .but every thing readily and in good order, and 
as clean as I ever desire. 

Tuesday 17, We set out about four, and rode over several 
high, but extremely pleasant mountains, io Lead-hiH, a 
village of miners, resembling Placey, near Newcastle. We 
dined at a village called Lesmahaggy, and about eight in 
the evening reached Glasgow. A gentleman who had over- 
taken us on the road, sent one with us to Mr. Gillies'a 
house. 
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" Wechesday 18, I walked oyer the City, which I take to 

lie as laige as Newcasfle-upon-Tyne. The Univeniity (like 

tilatofDaMin) is only one College, consisting of two small 

aqaares : I think not lai^er, nor at all handsomer, than those 

of Liupohi College in Oxford. The habit of the students 

gave me surprise. They wear scarlet gowns, reaching only 

to their knees. Most I saw were very dirty ; some very ^ 

lagged, and all 6f very coarse cloth. The High Church is 

a fine bailding. The outside is equal to that of most Ca*- 

thedrah in England. Bnt it is miserably de&ced within^ 

having no form, beauty, or symmetry left. 

At seven in the evemng, Mr. 6. began the service at his 
own (the College ) Church. It was so full before I came, 
that I could not get in, without a good deal of difficulty. 
After singing and prayer, he explained a part of the Cate- 
chism, which he strongly and affectionately applied. After 
sermcm he prayed and sung again, and concluded with the 
Ueasing. 

He then gave out, one after another, four hynms, which 
about a doxen young men, sung. He had before desired those 
who were so ininded, to go away : but scarcely any stirred 
tin all was ended. 

Thursday 19, At seven I preached about a quarter of a 
mile from the town. But it was an extremely rough and 
blustering morning. And few people came either at the 
time or place of my {^reaching : the natural consequence of 
whidi was, that I had but a small congregation. About 
four in the afternoon, a tent, as they term it, was prepared, 
. a kind of movfiig puljpit, covered with canvas at the top, 
behind, and on the sides. In this I preached near the place 
wherel was in the morning, to near six times as many peo- 
ple as before. And I am persuaded, what was spoken came 
to some of their hearts, not in word only, but in power. 

Friday SO, I had designed to preach at the same place. 
But the rain made it impracticable. So Mr. G. desired me 
to preach in his Church, where I began between seven and 
taght. Surely with Grod nothing is impossible ! Who would 
have believed five and twenty years ago, either that the 
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^finister 'would have desired it, or that I should have con- <— 
ONited to preach in a Scotch Kirk. 

We had a far larger congregation at four in the aftemooo, ^ 
than the Church could have contained. At seven Mr. G. 
preached another plain, home, afiectionate sermon. Haisnot - 
God. still a &voHr for this City ? It was long eminent for 
serious religion. And he is able to repair what is now de- 
cayed, and to build, up the waste places. 
. Saturday 21, I had designed to ride to Edinburgh, but 
at the desire of many, I deferred my journey till Monday. 
Here was now an .open and effectual door. And not many 
adversaries : I could hear of none but a poor Seceder, who 
went up and down, and took much pains. But he did not 
see much fruit of his labour : the people would come and 
bear for themselves ; both in the morning, when I explained^ 
(without touching the controversy) Who shall lay axiy 
thing iQ the charge of God^s elect? and in the afternoon, 
when I enforced, Seek ye the Lord while he may be found. 
•' Sunday 22, It rained much. Nevertheless, upwarda ( I 
suppose ) of a thousand people stayed with all willingiiess,' 
while I explained and applied. This is life eternal^ to 
Icnow Thee, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom thou 
hast sent. I was desired to preach afterwards at the prison, 
which I did about nine p^clock. All the felons as vrell as 
de})tors behaved with such reverence as I never saw at any 
prison in England. It may be some, even of these sinners, 
will occasion joy in heaven. 

The behaviour of the people at Church both morning and 
afternoon, was beyond any thing I ever saw, but in our 
congregations. None bowed or curtsied to each other, 
neither before or after the service ; fi'om the beginning to 
the end of which, none talked, or looked at any but the 
Minister. Surely much of the power of godliness was 
here, when there is so much of the form still. 

The meadow wh^re I stood in the afternoon, was filled 
from side to side. I spoke as closely as ever in my life. 
Many of the students, and many of the soldiers were there. 
And I bear them witness, they could bear sound doctrine. 
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Monday 8S, I had a great desire to go jjound by KU- 
sjrthe, in order to see that venerable man, Mr. Robe, who 
was every day expecting (what his soul longed. for) to dc" 
part and to be with Chriit. But the continual rains had 
made it impracticable for us, to add so many miles to our 
day's journey. So we rode on straight, by the Kirk of Shots ; 
reached Edinburgh by five in the afternoon ; lodged at 
Tranant, and on Tuesday S4, came to Berwick in good 
time. I preached on the Bowling-Green at six.. The wind 
was extremely sharp, and we had several showers, while I 
was speaking. But I believe scarcely five persons went 
away. 

Wednesday 25, We came to Alnwick, on the day where- 
on those who have gone through their apprenticeship are 
made free of the Corporation. Sixteen or sevaiteen, we were 
informed, were to receive their freedom this dayv And in 
€tdsr thereto (such is the unparalleled wisdom of the pre- 
seot (Corporation, as well as of their forefathers ! > to walk 
^luough a great bog, ( purposely preserved for the occa- 
&fm ; otherwise it might have been drained long ago ) 
^hich takes up some of them to the neck, and many of 
them to the breast. 

. Thursday 26, I spoke severally to those of the Society, 
and found they had been harrased above measure, by a few 
violent Predestinarians, who had, at length, separated them« 
wdVes firom us. It was well they saved me the trouble ; 
for I can have no connexion with those who wUi be con- 
t^tious. These I reject, not for their opinion, but for their 
sin; for their unchristian temper and unchristian practice ; 
for being haters of reproof, haters of peace, haters of their 
bretluren, and consequently, of God. 

Saturday 28, I returned to Newcastle. Sunday 29, I 
preached in Sunderland, at eight and at twelve. As we 
were riding back, the wind was exceedingly high. But as 
we entered Newcastle, a shower began, which laid the 
yiixkdy and then gave place to clear suns^iine. I was ex- 
tremely weary when we came in, having prei^^hed four 
times on Saturday. But my strength soon returned, so that 
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tliewholecoi^r^tieii ii(Murfhe Kedtnan's Hospital, ccmld 
distinctly hear the sermon. And great ivas tile Loid mi the 
midst of lis. 

ThniB&y, May 3« I preached al Gatmbead Fd.^ to^ 
many more than the house woald ccmAafai. TheSodelf^ 
here was increased -when I met them last, -fitm mne- or 
ten to sixty members. They are now doiible tlle^ nraaber, 
and, I trust, will,' ete Icmg, oy^rlake their bietlneii in 



Friday 4, We had the first general qaaiterly meetings 
of all the Stewards round Newcasde, in order thoiwighly 
to understand both the spiritual and temporal state of every 
Society. 

Bfionday 7, After preaching in Durham at nodn, I rode 
6n. to Stockton, and took my usual stand in the High Street, 
about six in the evening. 

Tuesday 8, I rode to Robinhood's Bay, near Whitby. 
The town iis very lemarkably situated : it stands close to 
die sea, and is, iii great part, built on craggy and steep 
lodLS, some of which rise perpendicular from the water. 
And yet the land both on the North, South, and West, is 
fruitftil, and well cultivated. I stood on a little rising 
near &e Quay, in a warm, still evening, and exhorted a 
multitude of people from all parts, to Seek the Lordj while 
he may be found. They were all attention, and most of 
fliem met me again at hdfan hour after four in the morning. 
I could gladly have spent some days here. But my stages 
were fixed. So op Wednesday 9, I rode on to York. 

We had a rough salute, as I went to preach, from a 
companyofpoor creatures in the way. But they were to- 
lerably quiet during the preaching. The greatest inccm- 
venience arose from the number of people : by reason of 
which the room ( though unusually hig]| ) felt as hot as an 
oven. 

Friday 11, I rod&over to Rufibrtii, and preached atdne 
to ^ earnest congregation. A young man, remaribibly se- 
riouSs and well behaved, and rejoicing in his first tove, who 
set outl)ut a few minutes l^fbre me, was thrown by his horse, 
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tainiy (as itis termed ) broke his neck. Justat the instant, 
a p^rscm going by, who understood the case, took hold of 
liim, and pulled it into its place. O mystery of Providrace ! 
Wily did not this man die, when he was full of humble, 
lioly love ? Why did he live, to turn from the holy com* 
snandmeni which was then written in his heart ? 

Saturday IS, 1 observed a remarkable change in the be^ 
hariour of almost all I met. The very rabble were grown 
civil, scarcely any one now speaking a rude or an angry 
word. 

Sunday IS, I b^an preaching at seven, and God apfdied 
his word to the heartsof the hearers. Tearsand groans were 
<m every side, among high and low. Grod, as it were, bowed 
the heavens and came down. The flanie of love went before 
him, the rocks were broken in pieces, and the mountains 
flowed down at his presence. 

I had designed to set tnit for Lincolnshire this morning. 
But finding that a day of God's pow^ was come, I sent one 
thither in my place, and after preaching (as I hadappoint- 
ed) at Stanfcnrd-bridge, and at Pocklington, returned to 
York in the evening. Let ns iffctk logger with him,, 
when and whorcj and as he pleases I 

Eveiy night while I stayed, many of the rich and honour- 
-aide crowded in among us. And is not Ood abk^ even €f 
these stonesy to raise up children to Abraham ? 

Thursday 17, I preached at Pocklington again, andiode 
on to Whitgift ferry. It ramed a great part of the way, 
«id just as we got upon the water, a furious shower b^an, 
which continued above half an hour, while we w^e striv- 
ing to get John Haime's horse into the boat. But we w^tie 
forced after all to leave him .behind. We set out from 
Whitgift soon after four. But the violent min which at- ^ 
•tended us tiU after seven, made the load so dirty and slip- 
pery, that our horses could very hardly keep their feet t so 
:ihiU, it w&snine before we reached Epworth. 
. Sunday SO, We had, as usual, most of the inhabitaiits 
of Ac town,, at the Cross in the aftemoon. I called after- 

8 
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wards on Mr. M. ai|d his wife, a venerable pair, calmly 
hastening into.eternitj. If those in paradise know what 
passes on eairth, I doubt not but my father is rejoicii^ and 
praising God, who has in his .own manner and time accom- 
plished, what he had so often attempted in vain. ' 

Monday SI, I rode to Sykehouse, and preached about 
Boon^ and then wait on for Leeds. In tfaie afternoon we called 
at a house where a company of rough, butcherly men, ex- 
ceedingly drunk, were cursing and swearing at an unUsual 
rate. I spoke to them, in spite of German prudence, and 
they were not only patient, biit exceedingly tha^tikful. 
' Tuesday 92, Most of our Preachers met, and ccmversed 
freely t(^ether: as we did,' morning and afternoon, to the 
end . of the week ; when our Conference ended with the same 
blessing as it began. God giving us all to be not only of one 
heart, butof one judgment. 

. This week I r^d over Mr. Rknius's Candid Narrative. 
It informed me of nothing new. I still think sevmd of the 
•inconsiderable members of that community are upright* But 
(I fear their governors . wax^ worse and worse^ haoing their 
conscience seared as mth a hot iron, 

Sunday S7, I was afraid many of the ccmgregation at 
Birstal would hot be able to hear. But my fear was need- 
less. For my voice was so strengthened, tiiat even those 
who sat in John Nelson's windows, a hundred yards off, 
could (as they afterwards told me) distinctly hear every 
word. 

Tuesday S9, I preached at Keighley, where the loving 
spirit, and exemplary behaviour of one young man, has 
been a mean oi convincing almost all the town, except 
lliose of his own household. 

' Wednesday SO, I rode to Haworth, where Mr. Grim- 
ehaw read prayers, and I preached to a crowded congrega- 
tion. Buthaving preached ten or eleven times in three days, 
besides meeting the Societies, my voice began to fail. Not 
- that I was hoarse at all : but I had not strength to speak. 
However, it was restored at Heptonstall in the afternoon, 
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fio that the wfade coogtegaiion could hear. When shall we 
leam to take thonght oidy for the present hour ? Is it not 
enough, that Grod gives help when we want it ? ^ 

Thursday 31 , I rode through a delightful Yale to Greneral- 
wood, near Todmorden. The Sun was burning hot ; but 
they set up a little tent for me, resembling that I had at 
Glasgow. The people stood or sat on the grass round about. 
The afternoon was the hottest I ever remember in England : 
so that by the time we came to Bolton, I was fit for 
nothing but to lie down. However, in the evening my 
strength was r^wed^ and we rejoice^ together in Grod our 
Saviour. 

Saturday, June S, Hardly knowing how to give credit, to 
an odd story which 1 had heard, That one of our. Preachers 
was accustomed to pi:each in his sleep, I enquired more 
particularly concerning it, and received the following ac« 
count, ^^ On Friday, May 85, about one in the morning, 
being th^ fiuif asleep, he b^an to speak. There were pre* 
KXkt in two or three minutes William, Mary, Amelia Shent, 
John Haime, John Hampson, Jos. Jones, Thomas Mitchell, 
and Ann Foghill. 

^ He first exhorted the congregation. To sing with the 

spirit and the understanding also, and gave them directions 

how to do it. He then gave out that hymn, Une by 

line, 

* Come, Holy Spirit, heayenly DoTe, 
With all thy quickning powers,' 

pitching the tune, and singing it to the end. He added an 
^hort^tion, To take heed how they heard. Then he named 
his text, I John v. 19, We know that we are of God, and 
the jwhole world lieth in wickedness. He divided his dis- 
course into six parts, undertaking to shew, 1, That all true 
believers are of God: 2, That they know they are of God: 
3, That the world lieth in wickedness, ^y That every 
individual who is of the world, is ii^ this condition. 5, 
The dreadful end of such. He, 6, closed with an exhor* 
tation to those who were of God, and those who wer» 
of the world, ♦ 
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*< After he had gone through two or three head^ hefaiofce 
off, and began to speak to a dergyman, who came in sad 
interrupted him. He duputed with him fer aome timey 
leaving him space to propose his objections, and thca 
ing them one by one. Afterwards he desued the 
Hon, now the disturber was gone^ to letam thBnfcs.to Ood^ 
and so gare out and sung 

* Praiie God from whom pare bletttn^^ildw.* 

^' When he had done preaching, he desired the Society* 
to meet : to whom he first gave out a hymn, asbeftne^ 
and then exhorted them to love one another. 1^ Beteuse* 
they had one Creator, Preserverj and Father : 8, Becauiie' 
they had all one Redeemer : S, Because they had all aoe 
Sanctifier: 4, Because they were walking in one way of 
holiness, and, 5, Because they were all going to tme 
heaven. 

^^ Haying sung a parting yerse, he said, (as shaking each 
by the hand,) <Good night, brother; good nigBt, sisfer.' Thii 
lasted till about a quarter after two, he being fest al^leep all 
the time. In the morning he knew nothing of all thfSy' 
haying, as he apprehended, slept from night to mcHtiing'^ 
without dreaming at all." By what principles of philosoj^y 
can we account for this ? 

' Monday 4, I rode from Manchester to Chelmerton in the 
Peak, where I preached in a little meadow, and reached 
Sheffield in the eyening. 

Tuesday 5, I rode over to Jonathan Booth's at Wood- 
sets, whose daughter had been ill in a very uncommoii 
manner. The account her parents gave of it was as 
follows. 

<< About the middle of December, 175S, Elizabeth Booth, 
junior, near ten years old, began to complain of a pain in her 
breast, which continued three days. On the fourth day, in 
a moment, without any provocation, she began to be- in a 
vehement rage, reviling her mother, and throwing at the 
maid what came next to hand. This fit continued near an 
hour. Then in an instant she was quite calm. The next 
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naming ahe teH into a fit (^ another kind, being rtidched 
oat, and stiff asa dead carcase. Thus she lay about an boor. 
In the BfieniooQ she was suddenly seised with yident in- 
fofamtavy laughter : and she had some or other of then 
fitaseyend times a day, for about a month. In the intemds 
of than she was in great heayiness of soul, and' continually 
crying finr m^rcy : till one Saturday, as she lay stretched out 
on the bed, die bnjke out, ^^ I know that my Redeemes 
liveth." Her faith and love increased fiNnn that time : bui 
flo did the ykilenoe of her fits also : and often while she was 
lejoidng and praising God, she would cry out, ^ O Lord 1* 
and losing her senses at once, lie as dead, or laugh violoitly^ 
or laye and blaspheme. 

^y In the middle of FelNruairy she grew more outrageous 
than ever. ShefirequenUy stroyetothrow herself into thefire, 
or out of the window. Often she attempted to tear the BiUe, 
<;nr8ing it in the bitteied; manner^ .And many times she ut- 
tttsd oaths and blasphemies, too horrid to be repeated. 
Kext to the Bible, her greatest rage was against the Metho-^ 
^its^ Mr- W. in particular. She firequently told us where 
liewa8,.Bad<wliat he was then doing : aidding, ^ He will be 
lieiesoon:* And at another time, < Now he is gaUoping down 
the lane, and two men with him.' In thei intervals of her fits 
she was unusually stupid and moped, as if void of common 
understanding : And yet sometimes broke oiit into vehement 
prajrer, to the amazement of all that heard. 

<* Sometimes she would strip herself stark naked, and run 
up a|id down the house, screaming and crying, ^ Save me, 
save me. He will tear me in pieces.' At other times she 
cryed out, ^ He is tearing off my breasts ; he is pouring 
mdted lead down my throat. Now I suffer what the martjrrs 
suffered. But I have not the martyrs faith.' 

^ She frequently spoke as if she was another person, 
saying to her fiither, < This girl is not thine, but mine. I 
have got possession of her, and I will keep her:' with many 
ezpmsions of die same kind.' 

^^ She often seemed to be in a trance, and said she saw 
many yisions : Sometimes of hevren or heU, or judgment ; 
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sbmcftimes of things which, she said, would shortly come to' 
pass; 

** In the beginning of March, Mrs. G. came over from 
Rotherham, who herself gave me the following account* 
^ Soon after I came in, she fell into a raging fit, blasjAem- 
ing and cursing her father and me.' She added, ^ It was I 
that made Green's horse so bad the other day ;' (which had 
been taken ill in a most unaccountable manner, as soon he was 
put into the stable) I did it that thou mightest have the prdEU^h- 
ing no more, and I had almost persuaded thee to it. It was 
I .'that, made thee bad last night.' I was then taken in an' 
unusual way. All the time she spoke she was violently 
convulsed, and appeared to be in strong agony. Aft^ 
about a quarter of an hour, she broke out into prayer, afid 
then came to herself, only still dull and heavy." 

Jobki Thorpe of Rotherham, had often a desire to pray fi)r 
her in the congregation. «But he was as often hindered, 
hy a strong and sudden impression on his mind, that she was 
dead. When he came to Woodsets, and bi^an to mention, 
what a desire he had had, the girl being then in a raging fit,' 
cried out, ^ I have made a fool of Thorpe, and burst out into 
a loud laughter.' 

*^ In the beginning of May, all these symptoms ceased : 
and she continued in health both of soul and body." 

Wednesday 6, It being still sultry hot, I preached udder 
a shady tree at Barley-hall, and in an open place a^ 
Rotherham in the evening: On Friday 8, we reached 
Nottingham. Mr. S. met us here, and gave us a pleasing' 
account of his conglregation at S , continually increas- 
ing, and growing more earnest and more scandalous everjr 
day. At Nottingham also God is greatly reviving his 
Work, and pouring water upon the dry ground. 

In the afternoon I rode to Markfield, where I carefully 
read over Mr. Stinstra's Tract upon Fanaticism. He is 
doubtless a well-meaning man, but deeply ignorant of the 
subject he treats of. And his a:rguments are of no force at- 
all; for they prove abundantly too much. They uttelily 
overthrow many of the:griuid arguments for Christianity : : 
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aod^yery man may, on those principles, proye the Apostles 
to have be^ fanaticks to a man. 

Jime 10, Being Whitsunday, the Church contained the 
congrc^tion tolarably well. After dinner, a gentleman whe 
came from Leicester, eight miles off, invited me thither. 
About eight I preached there, in a place near the Walls^ 
ealled the Butt-Close. The people came funning together 
from all parts, high and low, rich and poor. And their 
behaviour surprised me : They were so serious and attentive 
not <me offisring any interruption. 

Monday 11, We rode to Wobum. Tuesday 13, piamised 
to be an exceeding hot day. But the clouds aro^ as soon as 
we set out, and continued till we were near MarkciHiftiieet. 
The Sun was then burning hot, so that how my fdlDw<*trarel* 
lers would get forward, I knew not. Bol God knew* As 
soon as we set out, a cloud arose, an4. covered us again. 
The wind th^ came about, and Uew in our fiices : so that 
ve had a tokraUe cool ride to London. 

I found the Town much alarmed with Mr. Rimius^i 
Narrative, and Mr. Whitefield's letter to Count Z. It 
seems indeed that God is hastening to bring to light thof» 
Kidd^ works of darkness. 

Tuesday 19, Mr. Wh shewed me the letters he Jiad 

lately received from the Count Cossart, P. Bohl^, and 
Jaines Huttoh. I was amazed. Either furious anger, or 
settled contempt breathed in every one of ^em. Weie 
tJiey ashamed after all the abominations they had com« 
mitted? No; they were not ashamed. They turned the 
tables upon Mr. W h ■ C — ■ — protested before Grod, he 

had never made Lynde any offer at all. - The C 
bku(tered, like himself, and roundly averred, ^' He could 
say something-^if he would." J. H. said flat, ^ You 
have more than diabolical impudence ; I believe the devil : 
himself has not so much.' 

Siuiday 94, Mr. W^h preached at Shcnrts-gardens in 
Iririk! Abundance of his countrymen flocked to hear ; . and 
some were ciit to the heart. How many means does Gfod 
va^ to bring poor wanderers back to himself! 

VOL. III. M 
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: Sunday, July 1, He preached in Irish in Moorfields. 
The Congregation was exceedingly large, and behaved 
seriously ; though probably many of them . came, purely 
.to. hear, what manner of langu^ige it was« For the sake 
of these, he preached afterwards in English, if, by any 
means, he might gain some. 

Tuesday 3, I rode over to Mr. K-: — *s, at TeddingtoOp 
an Israelite indeed. Dr. Hales, sent after dinner to desire 
our company, and shewed us several experiments. How 
well do philosophy and religion agree, in a man of sound 
understanding ! 
; Sunday 8, After preaching at the Chapel mc^-ning and 

afternoon, I took horse with Mr. P . We had designed 

^o ride only two or three hours, in order to shorten the next 
day's, journey. But a young juan who overtook us ijear 
Kingston, induced us to change our purpose. So we only 
rested' about half an hour at Cobham ; and leaving it be- 
tween nine and ten, rode on softly in a calm, moonsjiiiny 
liight, and about twelve came; to Godalmin. We, took 
liorse again, at half an hour past four, and reached Ports- 
mouth about one. 

I was surprised to find so little . fruit here, after so much 
preaching. That accursed itch of disputing had well nigh 
destroyed all the seed which had been sown. An(| this vain 
jangling J they called contending for the faith! 1 doubt th^ 
whole faith of these poor wretches is but an opinion. 

After a little rest, we took a walk round the town, which 
is regularly fortified 4 and is, I suppose, the only regular 
fortification, in Great Britain, or Ireland. Gosport,. Ports- 
mouth, and the Common, (which is now all turned into 
streets) may probably contain half as many people asr 
Bristol. And so civil a people I never saw before, in any 
Sea-port town in England. 

I preached at half an hour after six, in an open part of the 
Common, adjoining to the New Church. The congr^a- 
tion was large and well behaved. Not one scofier did I ^ee, 
iior one trifler. In the morning, Tuesday 10, I went on 
board an Hoy, and in three hours landed at Cowes in the. 
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sle of Wight : as far exceeding the Isle of Anglesea, both 
pleasantness and fruitfuUiess, as that exceeds the Rocks 
«fScilIy. 

'We rode straight to Newport, the chief town in the Isle, 

SHid found a little' Society, in tolerable order. Several of 

'Chem had found peace with God. One informed me, it was 

aibout eight years ago, since she first knew her interest in 

Ohrist, by means of one who called there, in his" way to 

Pensylvania. But having none to speak to, or advise with, 

she was long tormented with doubts and fears. After some 

jFean^ she received a fresh manifestation of his love, and 

could not dcnibt or fear any more. She is now (and has been 

Iong> confined to her bed^ and consiuning aw^y with pining 

sickness. But all is gopd to her, for she has learned, in every 

thing to give thanks. • ^ 

At half an hour after six, I preached in the market-place, 

to a numerous congregation. But they were not so serious 

as those at Portsmouth. Many children made much noise ; 

and many grown persons were talking aloud, almost all the 

time I was preaching. It was quite otherwise at five in the 

morning. , There was a large congregation again ; and every 

person therein seemed to know, this was the word, whereby 

jGfod would judge in the last ddy . 

In the afternoon, I walked to Carishbrook Castle, or rather 
the poor remains of it. It stands upon a solid rock on the 
top of a hill, and commands a beautiful prospect. There 
is a well in it, cut quite through the rock, said to be seventy 
two yards deep,- and another in the citadel, near a hundred* 
They drew up the water by an ass, which they assured us 
was sixty years old. But all the stately apartments lie in 
ruins. Only just enough of them is left, to shew the chamber 
where poor King Charles was confined, and the window 
through which he attempted to escape. > 

In the evening the congregation at Newport, was more 
Qummms and more serious than the night before. Only one 
drunMni maii'^ made a little disturbance. But the Mayor 
ordered him to be taken away. 

M 2 
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Thursday 12, We set out eaily from Newport, and 
crossed over from Cowcs to Southampton. In the after- 
noon we came to 'Salisbury, and on Saturday rode 06 to 
Shafisbury. 

I preached in the New House in the evening; On 
Sunday aftemooA, at Deverel Long-bridge, and ^ on Mon- 
day the 16th, before noon, praised God, with our brethr^ at 

Bristol. 

Tuesday 17, At their earnest desire, I preached to the poor 
Colliers confined in Newgate, cm account of the late riot. 
They wotild not hear the Gospel, while they were at liberty. 
God grant they may profit by it now. 

Wednesday 18, We set out for the West, and on Friday 
90, came to Flymopth-Dock. I found much hurt had been 
done here by the bitter zeal of two or three bigots for their 
opinion. Two years ago they pnmiised in the most sdeipn 
manner, to let all controversy akme. But quickly after the 
fire broke out anew, and has been devouring ever since. 

Saturday SI, I endeavoured to convince fheih, ihaiC they 
"ll^re d^bying, not promoting, the work of God. And dn 
Sunday, when I spake to the Society one by (me, they 
seemed once more aware of Satan's devices. 

Monday 33, I rode to Launceston, and had the first 
geheral meeting of the Stewards, for the eastern part of 
Cornwall. In the evening I preached in perfect peace; 
a great blessing, if it be not bought too dear : If the world 
does not begin to love usy because we love the world. 

Tuesday 34, In the road to Camdford, I was taken with 
such, a bleeding at the nose, as I have not had since my 
return from Georgia. For a mile or two it increased more 
and more, and then at once stopped of itself. Sb I rode 
odl comfortably (though the day was extremely hot) and 
reached St. Agnes in the evening. 

On Wednesday 25, The Stewardis met at St. Ives, from 
the western part of Cornwall. The next day I begaa ex- 
amining the Society. But I was soon obliged to stcpdiort. 
' I found an accursed thing among them : Well-nigh one and 
all, bought or sold uncustomed goods. I therefore delayed 
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^peakiog (o any more, tiS I had met them all together. This 
1 did in the enrening, and told them plainly, either they must 
put this abomination away, xx they would see my fitce no 
more. Friday 87, they severally promised so to do. So 
t trust this plague is. stayed. 

, Saturday S8, After preaching to the little flock at Zunner, 
lire rode on to St. Just, and found such a congregation al 
six.in> the eyening, as we used to have ten years since. I 
did not find any Society in the county, so much alive to 
God as this, fifly or threescore have been added to it 
hJbdy ; and many children filled with peace and joy ia be- 
lieving. 

' Sunday S9, I preached at eight to a still larger congrega^ 
(ion, and in Mrarva at.one, to near the same number. Many 
backsliders were among them} to whom I cried, HoisD 
ihaU 1 give thee upy Ephrtdm f Few of the congr^ation 
weate unmoved. And when we wltestled with God ia 
pffiyer, we had a strong hope, he would not cast them off 
far ever. 

About five I began preaching at Newlin, on part of flie 
Gospel for the day. Except j/our righteousness shail exceed 
the righteousness of- the Scribes and Pharisees^ ye shall 
in no wise enter into the kingdom of heaven* lathe 
mmmg I waked between two and three. I had had a 
looseness for several *days. On Sunday it increased evary 
bour; but I was resolved, with God's help, to preach 
where I had appointed. I had now, with the flux, a con- 
tinual head-ache, violent vomitings, and several times in an 
hour, the cramp in my feet or legs ; sometimes in both legs 
jind both thighs together. But God enabled me to be 
thoroughly content, and thankfully resigned to him. I 
desired one to preach in my place in Ligeon at noon, and 
at . Helston in the etiening ; and another, on Tuesday poon, 
at Port-kellis ; promising, if I were able, to meet them in the 
evcupg. 

Tuesday 31, After living a day and a half on elatet and 
water, I found myself so easy, that I thought I could ride 
to Crowan. I found no inconvenience the first hour. But 
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in the ^cond, my disorder returned. However, I rode on, 
being unwilling to disappoint the congregation, and preacb* 
ed on Be careful for nothing. I then rode straight, as fast 
as I conveniently could, to Mr. Harris's in Cambbiim. 

Wednesday, August 1, At half an hour aftisr two in the 
morning, my disorder came with more violence than evec^ 
The cramp likewise returned ; sometimes in my feet or 
hands ; sometimes in my thighs, my side, or my throat. I 
bad also a continual sickness, and a sensation of fulness at 
my stomach, as if it were ready to burst. I took a vomit ; 
but it hardly wrought at all : Nor did any thing I took, 
make any alteration. Thus I continued all day, and all the 
following night :< yet this I conld not but t)articularly ob- 
serve, Ihad no head-ache, no cholic, nor any pain, (only 
the cramp ) firom jSrst to last. 

Thursday S, Perceiving I gained no ground, but rather 
grew weaker and weaker, my stomach being drawn down- 
ward, SQ that I could not stand, nor lie, but on my right 
side ; I sent to Redruth for Mr. Carter, who came without 
delay. Here again I saw the gracious providence of God, 
in casting me on so sensible and skilful a man. He advised 
me to persist in the same regimen I was in, and prescribed 
no physic, except a small dose of rhubarb* But even this 
(as i expected it would) was thrown up again imme- 
diately. 

I was now well satisfied, having had the best advice 
which could be procured ; though my disorder continued 
much as before. But about five in the afternoon, it ceased 
at once, without any visible cause. The cramp also wa» 
gone, my stomach was easy, and I lay down and slept tiU 
six in the morning.- 

Friday 3, I began to recover piy strength, so that I could 
sit up nearly two hours together. And' from this time, I felt 
no inconvenience ; only that I could not talk, nor stand 
long without resting. 

Sunday 5, In the aflernoon I rode to Redruth, and 
preached to a large congregation, in an open part of the 
street. My voice was low, but the day being calm, I be- 
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lieve all could hear : and after T had done, 1 fdt mydelf 
considerably stronger than I was when I began. 

Monday 6, I preached in Gwenap, at five ; and after- 
wards saw a strange sight ; a man that is old and rich, and 
yet not covetous. In the evening I preached at Penryn, 
and found my strength so restored, that I could speak loud 
enough to be heard by a numerous congregation ; and thrice 
the next day, at Penryn, Bezofe, (near Truro) and at 
St. Ewe. 

Wednesday 8, We were invited to Mevagizzy, a small 
town, on the South Sea. As soon as we entered the town,* 
many ran together, crying, ** See, the Methodists are come! " 
But they only gaped and stared ; so that we returned unmo- 
lested'to the house I was to preach at, a mile from the 
town. Many serious people were waiting for us, but most 
of them deeply ignorant. While I was shewing them the 
first principles of Christianity, many of the rabble from Ae 
town came up. They looked as fierce ^s lions ; but in^ a few 
minuties changed their countenance and stood still. Toward 
the close, some began to laugh and talk, who grew ihore 
boisterous after I had concluded. But I walked straight 
through 'the midst of them, and took horse without any 
interruption. 

On Thursday 9, I rode to Port-Isaac, aiid the next day 
\o Trewalder. The little Society here, meet every night 
and morning, with a Preacher or without. And whoever 
comes among them, quickly feels what spirit they are of. 

Saturday 11, The rain stopped at twelve, and gave me 
an opportunity of preaching in the Market-place at Camel- 
ford. I saw only one person in the congregation, who was 
not deeply serious. That one, ( which I was sorry to hear ) 
was the Curate of the parish. 

Almost as soon ad we set out, we were met by such a 
shower of rain, as I never saw before in Europe. But it 
did us no hurt : we came very well, though very wet, td 
St. Ginhis. 

Sunday 13, I never saw so many people in this Church, 
nor did I eter bdTore speak so plainly to them. They hear ; 
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Imt ^keh VfUl they feel ? O what can nlaa do, towaid 
nusing either dead bodies, at dead souls ? 
• Sfondaj IS, The rain attiended us all the way to Lann- 
deston. I {nreached at noon, but was not dry till the evai- 
ing. Yet I did not catch any cold at all. What can huit, 
without leave firom God ? 

Tuesday 14$ I willingly accepted the ottex of preachii^ 
in the house, lately built for Mr. Whitefidd, at Pljnoouth- 
Dock. Thus it behoveth us to trample on bigotry and 
party zeal. Ought not all who love God, to love one 
another ? 

Thursday 16, I rode to Collumpton, but could not reach 
it, till it was too late to preach. 

Sunday 19, I preached thrice at Tiverton ; rode. to Mid* 
dlesey, the next day ; and <hi Tuesday to Bristol. 

Friday 24, I endeavoured once more to bring Kingswood 
School into order. Surely the importance of this de$ign;is 
apparent, even firom the difficulties that attend it. I hfive 
spent more money, and time, and care on this, than almost 
my design I ever had. And still it exercises all the patience 
I have. But it is worth all the labour. 

Monday 27, I came early to the New Passage : but the 
wind shifting, obliged me to wait nearly six hours, \yhen 
we were almost over, it shifted again, so that we could not 
land till between six and seven. 

Tuesday 28, I reached Cardiff. Finding I had all here 
to begin anew, I set out, as at first, by preaching in the 
Ckstle-yard, on Lordy are there few that be saved ? I 
afterwards met what was once a Society: and in the 
monung spojie severally to a few, who were still desirous to 
join together, and build up, not devour, one another. 

I preached in the evening at Fonmon ; and on Thursday 
SO, spake to many, who were resolved to set out once more 
in the Biblerway, and strengthen each other's hands in 
God. 

Friday 31, We had a pleasant ride, and a ready passage 
so that we reached Bristol in the afternoon. I preached in 
the evenii^ oyer the rei|aaii|8 of Mary Henley, a good sol« 
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dier off Jent Vksbij irbo died, vgcMcing in bis love, the 
same day I set out finr Cardiff. 

Mmday^ Septendm' S, I began visiting the Uttle Socie- 
ticB in Sdmenetdure and WiUshiie. This evening I pieacfa* 
ed atSh^ten-mallet, and fiMuid mnch life ammig the poor^ 
ffaun people. It was not so at OakhiU the next day, wheso 
■Hny onoe athne, .haye diawn back to perdition. Bat at 
Ooidbid, in the erenii^, I found many Uyii^ soids, thoi^^ 
joinediridi some who did notadom the Gospd. 
' Wednesday 5, Tiode oyer to Kingswood, a UtOe town 

near Wotton-imder-edge. Some wedts since W 8 ' 

was iriytted to preach at Wotton, which he did onoe H 
gieat peace. But the neict time he went, the mob was so 
tubnlent, that he cooB not finish his sermon. Upon whidi, 
one desired him to come to Kingswood ; whidi he did, and 
many pedf^ heard him gladly. Soon aftrar I came in, a 
mnltitnde of people was gathered firom all parts. A huge 
oobgregataon was Aere atfiyemthe morning, andalaiger 
ttan ever in ihe eyening. The next momiiig I accepted of 
Hfr. -S^^-^—'s olfer, and aftn leading prayers, pleached in 
theCSnirdi. AUfliepeopleezpresBedhi^ goodwill; but 
none app e ai t d to be deeply aflfected. 

At hdf ail hoar aftor twelye I preached in the street at 
Widcwar, about four miks finom Kingswood, where dMSfe 
has been a snnAjSociety fer some years, many of whom can 
rejoice in God. The rest ofthe audience gaye a ciyilattea* 
tion, and-seemed little pleased or dii^kaMd at the mattor. 
. Monday 10, I preadied to the condemned makfiustorB in 
Newgate. But I could make Utile impression upon them. 
I then lo(A hone for Panlton, where I called on St^en 
Plnmmer, once of our Sodety, but now a sealous Quaker. 
He was nnich pleased with my calling, and came to hear me 
praadi. Being Btndtened for time, 1 concluded soonerthan 
waal: faotassoonaslhad dmie, Stephen began. Afierl 
hadiiitfned Jialf an hoar, finding- he was no nearer the end, 
I ioM iqp ta go away. His sister then begged him to kaye 
off; onwhidi heflewintoayiolaitrage, and roared louder 
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8iid|(Hider$ lill an honest man took him in his anas, and 
gently carried him away. 

- What a wise Providence was it, that this pooryiettag 
nan tttipiifed Quaker some years before he ran mad ! So the' 
honour of tnmiag his brain now rests upon them, which 
otherwise must have fallen upon the Methodists. - At six in 
the evening I preached at Buckland, about two miles from 
Frome, in « meadow of Mr. Emblem's, a wonderful monu-- 
ment of the grace of) God, who, from the day he received 
peace (bdng then acquainted with no Methodist ) has con- 
tinually walked in the light of God's tountenance. The 
Curate had provided a' mob, with horns, and other things 
convenient, to prevent the congregation's hearing me. But 
the better half of the mob soon left their fellows, and list^ied 
with great attention. : . The rest, did no harm : so that we 
had a comfortable opportunity ; and another at five in the 
morning. . • . ".. . 

Tuesday 11, I rode once mbre to New-Kingswood. ^The 
hearers were ^lore numerous than .ever. As I did not ex- 
pect to see them soon again^ I used once more all possible 
plainness of speech. And their behaviour iseemed to shew, 
that the word of God fpund its way into their hearts. 

Eriday 14, I read with great attention the Chevalier 
Ramsay's " Philosophical Principles of Religion." He 
undertakes to solve all the difficulties in the Christian Reve- 
lation, allowing him only a few Postulata's. 1, That hun^ui 
souls all existed, and personally sinned in paradise. 3, That 
the 3ouIs of brutes are fallen angels. 3, That pain is the only 
possible mean whereby God himself can cure sin, and, 4, 
That he will in the end, by the pains of purgatory, purify 
and restore all men and all devils. Amazing work this ! 

Monday 17, I began visiting the Societies in Wiltshire, 
and found much cause to praise God on their behalf. 
Thursday 27, I was desired by Lady F. to visit her daugh- 
ter, ill of a consimiption. I found much pity, both for 
the parent and the child, pining away in the bloom of youth : 
and yet not without joy ; as she was already much convinc- 
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ed of sin^ and seemed to be on the very brink of deliverance. 
I saw her once more on Saturday 29, and left her patiently 
waiting for God. Not long after, my brother spent some 
iime with her in prayer, and was constrained, to the mirprise 
of all th^t w^e present, to ask of God again and.again^ 
tiiat he Would perfect his work in her soul, and take her to 
himself. Almost as soon as he had done, she stretched out 
her hands, said, ^^Come, Lord Jesus," and died. ^ > 
Monday, October 1, I rode to Salisbury, and the next 
day, to a village in the New Forest, eight miles . wide of 
Southampton, where I preached in the evening to a well* 
meaning, serious congregation.-; Wednesday S, we rode 
to Southampton ; thence crossed over to Cowes, a«d reached 
Newport befdre eleven. 

•At five in the afternoon, I went to the Market-place. 
The congregation was large, and deeply attentive^ It was 
nearly the ss^me at six. in the^eveniiyg. And all :seemed' to 
drink in the exhortation, io present themselves^ a living 5a- 
crificcy holi/^ (iccepteble to God. •. . , ..) 

A little before noon we set out finr Shorhill, a village six 
mUes south from Newport. I never saw a morc^fraitM, or 
a more pleasant country) than thie inland part of this island; 
About one I preached at ShprMll, to (I siippoise) all thfe 
poor and middling people of the town. I believe; some of 
the rich also designed to come. But something of more im- 
portance, a dinner. came between. : •'■ -j . ^ 
At five I preached again at Newport, to ihpst of the town, 
andmany who came from the neighbouring villages. Surdy, 
if there were any here to preach the word of God with^ 
power, a multitude would soon be obedient to the faith. 

Friday 5, After preaching at six, I left this humane, 
loving people, I rode to Cowes, and crossed over to Ports- 
mouth. Here T found another kind of people, who had 
disputed themselves out of the power, and well-nigh the 
fi>rm.of religion. However, I laboured (and not altoge- 
ther in vain ) to soft;en and compose their jarring spirits, 
both this evening and the next day. On Sunday noon,' I 
preached in the steeets at Faieham. Many gave great at- 
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tention, but seemed neither (b foA nor undarstand any thing. 
At five I bc^an on Portsmoath CcnnHaon. I admired not so 
much the immense number of peojd^, as the imcommott de- 
cency of behaviour, which ran through the whole congie- 
gation. After sermon I explained to diem at largei, the 
nature and design of our Societies ; and desired tiiat if ni^ 
of them were willing to join therein, they would call on me, 
eith^ that evening, or in the morning. I made no account 
of that shadow o( a Society which was b^re, without 
classes, without order, or rides : having never seen, lead, 
or heard the printed rules, which ought to have been given 
them at their very first meeting. 

Monday 8, I rode to Grodalmin, and the next day to 
London. After resting there five days, on Monday 15, I 
rode to Bedford. The melancholy account which I re- 
ceived here was as fcAows s-^ 

^M, In the year 1739, Mr. J. and W. D. cajne to 
Bedford^ By them I was convinced that I was in a state of 
damnation, though I was outwardly unblamable. Some of 
the German^ came down In 1741, and engaged, 1, To draw 
no one from the Church. S, To hold a meeting on Sunday 
nights for us that were of the Church. On these conditions 
I joined with them. But in the beginning of 1743, they 
dropped the Sunday-night preaching, and required us to 
attend their meeting at the same hour that we used to go to 
Church. I was much troubled at this, and wrote to Mr. 
John Wesley, intreating him to ' come down and help us.' 

^^2, When the Brethren learned this, they gave me 
.^abundance of fair words, and persuaded me to write again, 
and 4]esire Mr. W. ^ not to come.' I wasth^i madeser-* 
fVant at the love-feast. I still received the sacramoit at 
<i/hurch once a year; but I r^arded the Church less and 
less. And being continually taught, That works . signify 
nothing, and that .we could not do them without trusting 
in them, I, in a while, left off all works of charity, as well 
as reading the Bible, and private pmyer. 

^^ 3, Their first Church was setdedhere in the beginning 
of the year 1744. On.the 18tt of February, I was received 
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into Qie congregation at London, and likewise into the 
Help^'s Conference. In 1746, Achenwelder, the chief 
laboilret, insisted on my putting myself ont of the Corpo* 
lalioh. I was in much doubt, whether it was right so to do. 
But he commanded, and I obeyed. The next year he went 
to London, and &t his return to Bedford, spoke to this effect, 
^ My Biethi^taft, we have received new orders. In London, 
Yorkiihite, and all other places, no person is allowed to go 
out of the town, without the leave of the chief labourer. 
So it must be here : Observe, no one must go out of the 
tdwn^ no nbt a mile, without leave frcnn me.^ 

4. In Spring 1750, they -began building the Chapel, for 
which they c(dlected nearly two hundred pounds, and bor-* 
itowed eight hundred more, for which eight of the English 
Brcitbren ^erc$ engaged. Two of the English were bound 
for a hundred more : but none of the ten have any security 
at all. They promised indeed to lodge the writings of the 
hcmse in their hands. But it was never done. 

5i Abotit thiiS time a relation left me tvifo houses, near that 
Whercfi^ the siugle tik&i lived. The Brethren advised me to 
rebuild them, and add another for a Marriage-Plan, pro- 
' s&iiing to let me have whatever ground I wanted behind 
the houses. This promise they renewed over and over. 
Abodit Michaelmas I began, and followed their direction in 
the whole biiilding. But the night before I began, I went 
to Antone, the chief labourer, and told him, '^ The work* 
men were ready. If I am to have ground, I will go on, 
but not else." He said, " Go on, you shall have ground." 
Boon HRety he set out the ground, for which I was to give 
eight pounds. But just as the houses were finished, An- 
* tone and Slicht sent for me, and told me, <^ They had re* 
ceived a letter from London, and I must have no ground, 
neither would they use the houses for a Marriage-Plan* 
!fhey were too near the single men ; some of whom might 
perhaps see a woman sometimes in the yard." At the 
same time they desired, I would stop up my doors and win- 
dows on that side. - If J would, they wotdd either buy the 
houses, or take a lease of them.. 
I did as they desired. ^We then made several agreements, 
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one aftef another. But they would stand to none of them. 
I offered tbem to lose thirty pounds ; nay at last, fifty, out 
of my pocket But in vain : so^at this day I have W three 
pounds a year rent in all, out qf which the land-tax. is to 
be paid. 

6. It is a general observation in Bedford, that the Brethren 
are the worst paymasters in the town. They contiract debts, 
and take no care or thought about discharging them. I have 
too much proof of this in my oWn case : itNr.many of than 
are in my dd[>t, and never come near me. 

7. Most of the English who are with them, that are of 
any trade, now trade for the Saviour/ that is, they work 
for the Germans, who take all the profits, and use them as 
their journeymen. As such, they punctually give/ in their 
accounts and cash ; and if they want a coat, or any thing, 
ask it of the Brethren. 

Mr. " y traded for^ and lent money to the. Saviour, 
till he was absolutely ruined. After he had sunk above seven 
hundred pounds, he begged to have forty or fifty re-paid, 
but in vain. But at length, by vehement importunity, he 
procured eighteen pounds. 

8. '' Mr. Rimius, has said nothing to what might have 
been said concerning their Marriage Economy. I know a 
hundred times more than he has written. But the parti- 
culars are too shocking to relate. I believe no such things 
were ever practised before, no, not among the most barbarous 
heathens." 

9. A fortnight before Christmas last, (a young man of 
their congregation, having married my daughter, without 
having first obtained the leave of their head-labourer) one 
of the labourers came to my house, and read to me nearly 
these words : 

^^ We, the Elders of the Congregation of the Brethren, 

declare to you, W P , M P , your 

wife ; E C , and E P , your daughter, 

are utterly cut off from all Church-communion, from all 
fellowship and connexion whatsoever with the Brethren, and 
that for ever and ever.'* 

In the evening I met the little Society, just escaped with 
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the skin of their teeth. From the account which each of these 
likewise gave, it appeared clear to a demonstration, 1, That 
their elders usurped a more absolute authority over the 
conscience, than the Bishop of Rome himself does. S, That 
to gain and secure this, they use a continued train of guile, 
fraud, and falsehood of every kind. 3, That they scrape 
their votaries to the bone, as to their worldly substance, 
leaving little to any, to some nothing, or lessr than nothing. 
4, That still they are so infittuated as to believe, that their's 
is the only true Church upon earth. 

Tuesday 16, I preached on St. Peter's Green, at seven in 
the morning, and at five in the evening. It is amazing, 
that any congr^ation should be found here, considering 
what stumbling-blocks have been thrown in their way* 
Above fourteen years ago, Mr. M rs, then Curate of St. 
Paul's, preached the Gospel with general acceptance. A 
great awakening began, and continually increased, till the 
poor weathercock turned Bapsist : he then preached the 
absolute decrees with all his might ; but, in a while, the 
wind changed again : and he turned and sunk into the Ger- 
man whirlpool. How many souls has this unhappy man to 
answer for ? 

Friday 19, I returned to London. Saturday 90, 1 found 
myself out of order, but believed it would go off. Oh 
Sunday !S1, I was considerably worse, but could not think 
.of sparing myself on that day. Monday 22, I rose ex- 
tremely sick. Yet I determined, if it were possible, to 
keep my word, and accordingly set put soon after four, for 
Canterbury. At Welling, I was obliged to stop. After 
resting an hour, I was much better. But soon after I took 
horse, my sickness returned, and accompanied me to Bromp* 
ton, near Chatham. In the evening I preached to a serious 
congregation, and at five in the morning. We came to 
Canterbury about one, when I was presently seized with the 
coltl fit of an ague. About twelve I fell fast asleep, and 
waked well at seven in the morning. 

,^ Wednesday 24, I preached in the evening without any 
inconvenience, and at five in the morning. But about nine 
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I began shivering again. After the hot fit, I lay in a p 
fiise sweat till eight. I then gradually cooled till I fel 
asleep, and rested sweetly till the morning. 

Friday 26, Being determined to use that interval of health 
I procured a chaise, and reached Bromptpn in the even-^ 
ing. I spoke, as I was able, in the evening, and God 
iiritness to the word of his grace. 

Saturdays?, I came to London; having received 
liurt, but rather benefit by the journey. 
. Thursday, November 1, I %egsui visiting the Classes 
though I found by the loss of my voice, that my bodily^ 
strength was not so far recovered, as I before imagined. 
, Saturday 3, 1 read over Andrew Frey*s Reasons for leav- 
ing the Brethren. Most of what he sajrs, I knew before. 
Yet I cannot speak of them in the manner which he does 
pi^y them too much to be bitter against them. 

Sunday 4, I rode to Hayes, because I had promised, 
though I was much out of order. It was with the utmost 
difficulty that I read prayers, and preached, and adminis- 
tered the sacrament. I went through the ev^ng service 
with more ease. But at night my strength quite failed. I 
should, have taken some rhubarb the next day, but I had 
no time ; having the Classes to meet from morning to night. 

Thursday 8, In the night my disorder returned more 
violent than it had been since I left Cornwall. I should 
have taken some ipecacuanha in the morning, but had no 
time to spare, my basinets being fixt for every hour, till 
four in the afternoon : and by that time all my complaints 
were gone, so that I needed only a little food and rest. 

Monday IS, I set out in a chaise for Leigh, having de^ 
layed my journey as long as I could. I preached at seven, 
but was extremely cold all the time, the wiiid coming strong 
from a door behind, and another on one side : so that my 
feet felt just as if I had stood in cold water. 

Tuesday 13, The chamber wherein I sat, though with a 
large fire, was much colder than the garden, so that 1 could 
not keep myself tolerably warm, even when I was close to 
the chimney. As we rode home on Wednesday 14^ the 
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^rind was high and piercingly cold, and blew just in myface, 
so that the open chaise was no defence, but my feet were 
quite chilled. When I came home, I had a settled pain in 
my left breast, a violent coiigh, and a slow fever. But in 
a day or two, by following Dr. Fothergill*s prescriptions, I 
found much alteration for the better t and on Sunday 18, 
I preached at Spitalfields, and adq|inistered the sacrament 
to a large congregation. 

Monday 19, I returned to Shoreham, and gained strength 
continually, till about eleven at night. On Wednesday 
21, 1 was obliged, by the oramp, to leap out of bed; and 
continue, for some time^ walking up and down the r<K^m, 
though it was a sharp frost. My cough now tetumed wfth 
greater violence, and that by day as well ^s by n^ht. 

Saturday 84, 1 rode home, and was pretty well till night. 
But my cough was then worse than ever. My fever returned 
at the same time, together with the pain in my left bveafrt. ' S^ 
tbit I fshouk), probably, have stayed at home on Sunday 9S, 
had it not been advertised in the public papers, that I 
9oild preach a charity sermon at the Chapd, both morn- 
mg wd afternoon. My cough did not interni{]it me whili^ I 
piwched in the morning ; but it was extremely troublesome 
wbfle I administered the sacrament. In the afternoon I 
^dnsfilted my friends, whether I ishould attempt to preach 
Igilin^ or not ? They thought, I should, as it had been 
advertised. I did so ; but very few could hear. My fovet 
iHorelused much while I was preaching. However, I ven- 
tttiwid to meet the Society ; and for nearly an hour my voice 
lad strength were restored, so that I felt neither pain nor 
IRidmess. 

Monday S6, Dr. F. told me plainly, I nmst not stay in 
town a day longer : adding, " If any thing does thee good, 
tt must be the country air, with rest, asses' mSk, and riding 
iaSij." So ( not being then able to sit a horse) about 
noon I took coach for Lewisham. 

In the evening ( not knowing how it might please God 
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io dispose of me ) to prevent vile panegyric, I wrote as 

follows : 

Here lieth 

The Body of John Weslbt, 

A Brand plucked out of th,e burning : 

Who died of a Consumption in the Fifty-first Year 

of his Age. 

Not leaving, after ms Debts are paid, Ten Pounds 

behind him : 

Praying, 

God, be merciful to me, an unprofitable Servant ! 

He ordered, that this, if any inscription, should be placed 
iOn his tomb-stone. ^ 

Wednesday 28, I found no change for the better, the 
medicines which had helped me before, now taking no 
•eflPect. About noon, ( the time that some of our Brethren 
in London, had set apart for joining in prayer ) a thought 
^ came into my mind to make an experiment. So I md^red 
some stone brimstone to be powdered, mixt with the white 
of an egg, and spread on brown paper, which I applied to 
my side. The pain ceased in five minutes, the fever in 
half an hour. And from this hour I began to recover 
strength. The next day I was able to ride, which I con- 
tinued to do every day, till January 1. Nor did the 
weather hinder me once; it being always tolerably fair 
( however it was before ) between twelve and one o^clock. 

Friday, December 14, Having finished all the books 
which I designed to insert in the Christian Library, I broke 
ihirough the Doctor's order, " Not to write," and began 
transcribing a journal for the press. And in the evening 
I went to prayers with the family, without finding any 
inconvenience. 

Thursday 20, I felt a gradual increase of strength, till I 
topk a decoction of the bark, which I do not find, ( such is 
the peculiarity of my constitution ) will agree with me, in 
^y form whatever. This immediately threw me into a 
purging, which brought me down again in a few days, 
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and qnite disappointed me in my design of going out on 
Christmas-Day. 

Tuesday, January 1, 1754, I returned once more to 
London. * 

On Wednesday 2, 1 set out in the Machine, and the next 
afternoon came to Chippenham. Here I took a post-chaise, 
in which I'reached Bristol, about eight in the evening. 

Friday 4, I began drinking the water at the Hot-well, 
having a lodging at a small distance from it. And on Sun- 
day 6, I began writing Notes on the New Testament: a 
walk Y^hich I should scarcely ever have attempted, had I 
not been so ill as not to be able to travel or preach, pmd yet 
80 well as to be able to read and write* 

Monday 7, 1 went bn now in a regular method, rising at 
my hour, and writing from five till nine in the evening, ex- 
cept the time of riding, half an hour for each meal, and the 
lUmi: between five and six. ^ 

Sunday 13, I went in a coach to Bristol, and gave a short 
exhortation to the Society. 

. Monday 14, In the evening one or two of our neighbours 
desired to join in our family, prayers.. A few more soon 
made the same request, so that I had a little congregation 
every night. After a few nights, I began to^dd a short ex- 
hortation, so preparing myself for a larger congregation. 

Saturday 19, Mr. B came with Mr. M— — , who 

had been for some time melancholy, even to madness. But 
by pr(^r, application to his mind, as well as body, the 
disorder sensibly abated in a short time. 

Thursday 31, My wife desiring to pay the last office to 
her poor, dying child, set out for London, and came a few 
days before he went home, rejoicing and praising God. 

Sunday, February 3, 1 went in a chaise to Kingswood, and 
administered the sacrament to a small congregation. I ex- 
pected Mr. M to assist, but he slipp^ away and hid 
lumself, till I had done. 

Wednesday 13, I was sent for by one of my neighbours, 
dyuflgof a consumption. She seemed full of good desires. 
But who does not, when Death stands at the door? 

N 2 
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Wednesday gT, My brother came down from LondoDi 
and we spent several days together, in comparing the Tran* 
slation of the Evangelists With the Original, and readii^ Or. 
Heylin's Lectures, and Dr. Doddridge's Family E:(po^itor» 

Sunday, March 10, I took my leave of the Hot*welI, 
and removed to Bristol. 

Tuesday 19, Having finished the rough draught, I bc^^ 
transeribinglhe Notes on the Gospels. 

Tuesday 86, I preached for the first time, sifter an inCer^^ 
misision of four months. What reason have I to praise God, 
that he does not take the word of his truth utterly <»itof my 
mouth t 

Saturday SO, I took my leave <^ a venerable monumeift 
of divine mercy. Colonel T d, who, after wandering 
from God fourscore years, has, at l^igth, foiind the way of 
peace, and is conlinuany panting after God. 

Monday, April 1, We set out in the Machine, and the 
next evenii^ reached the Foundery. Wednesday 3, I 
settled all the business I could, and the next morning re*> 
tired to Paddington. Here I spent some weeks in writing ; 
only going to town on Saturday evenings, and leaving it 
again on Monday mornings. 

In my hours of walking, I read Dr. Calamy's Abridg- 
ment of Mr. Baxter's Life. What a scene is opened there ! 
In spite of all my prejudices of education, I could not but 
see, that the poor Nonconformists had been used without 
either justice or mercy : and that many of the Protestant 
Bishops of King Charles, had neither more religion nor hu- 
manity, than the Popish bishops of Queen Mary. 

Simday 21, Mr. S told me, " Sir, I intend on 

Friday next, to go down to Bury, and settle there." Find- 
ing he was frilly determined, I said nothing against it. So 
we parted civilly. 

Monday 29, I preached at Sadler's-wells, in what was 
formerly a playhouse. I am glad when it pleases God to 
take possession of what Satan esteemed his own grouudU The 
place, though large, was extremely crowded ; and deejp 
attention sat on every £ice. 
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Tuesday SOy 1 rode to S— — , with one to whom a large 
estate is &Ilen, by her uncle's dying without a wiU. It is 
a miracle if it docs not drown her soul in everlasting per* 
dUion I 

Sunday, May 12, I laboured to convince Mr. G — ^ 
that he had not done well, in confuting ( as he termed it ) 
the sermon I had preached the Sunday before, in the morn- 
ing, from the same pulpit in the afternoon. But he was 
absolutely above conviction. I then asked, " Will you 
meet me half-way ? I will never preach publicly against 
you. Will not you against me ? " But he disclaimed any 
such agreement, and walked away, as one who did not de- 
sign to come any more. He told all he met, }' I had put 
him away." Indeed not I. But I adore the providence of 
6od« ^ He has put himself away . Nor shall I desire him 
to come again, till he has a more sound judgment, or a more 
teachable spirit. 

Monday 13, I began explaining to the morning congre- 
gation, BoUon^s ^^Directionsfor comfortable Walking with 
God." I wish all our Preachers, both in England ai|d Ire* 
land, would herein follow my example, and frequently read 
in public, and enforce select portions of the Christian 
Library. 

Wednesday 22, Our Conference began. And the Spirit 
of peace and love was in the midst of us. Before we parted, 
we all willingly signed an agreement, not to act independ- 
ently of each other. So that the breach latdy made, has 
only united us more closely together than ever. 

Sunday 26, I rode to Hillingdon, and preached to a very 
gented congregation, who behaved with abundantly more 
decency and seriousness than I expected. This is the Church 

lo which many of Mr. M 's parishioners have goi^, 

«ver since he preached salvation by faith. And how has 
God overtaken them ? Who, by the lohg illness of the Cu- 
rate, has brought Mr. M to preach at this very place. 

June 2, Being Whitsunday, I preached at the Foundery ; 
lAich I had not done before in the evening. StiU I have 
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not recovered my wLoIe voice or strength. ' PerLaps I never 
may. But let me use what I have« 
> Tuesday 11, I rbde to Cookham. The next evening I 
preached in a magnificent apartment to a suitable conjgrega- 
tion. How seldom is the Gospel heard in a palace I But 
what is too hard for God ? 

Monday 17, 1 took another ride to Sundon, and on the 
road read Strada de Bello Belgico : an historian scarcely in** 
ferior in any respect, either to Livy or Tacitus. As to his 
religion, I should rather compare him to the former. For 
Tacitus was no friend either to superstition or cruelty. 

Thursday SO, We spent some hours at Rest, a seat of the 
late Duke of Kent, who was forty years laying out and im- 
proving the gardens, which I cannot but prefer even before; 
Lord Cobham's. But how litde did the place answer its 
name I How little rest did its miserable master enjoy ! Thou, 
O God^ hast made our heart for thyself. And it cannot 
rest, till it resteth in thee ! 

Wednesday 26, I read one of the prettiest trifles which 
perhaps is extant in the English tongue ; Mr. Hay on De- 
formity. Surely such a writer deserves a better subject. 

Saturday, July 6, 1 spent two hours in the gardens at Ken- 
sington. They are just fit for a king ; far more grand than 
pleasant. And yet nothing so grand as many parts of the 
Peak in Derbyshire. 

Monday 8, I set out with my brother, and on Wed- 
nesday 10, reached Lakenam, near Norwich. Here we 
had a full account of that wretched man James Wheatiey, 
for whom, 1 fear, it had been good, if he had not been bom. 
All Norv\ich was in an uproar concerning him, so that it 
did not appear we could have anyplace there. However, 
on Sunday 14, at seven in the morning, my brother took 
his stand in the street. A multitude of people quickly ga- 
thered tog^her, and were tolerably quiet, all things consi- 
dered. 1 would willingly have taken his place in theevon- 
ing, but had neither voice nor strength. However, on 
Thursday 18, being a little recovered from the illne^ which 
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had attended me for several days, after my brother had done,' 
I spoke to the congregation for a few minutes, and promised 
lo see them again, if God should restore my strength, at the 
first opportunity. 

Friday 19, I rode' to Newmarket, and the next day to 
Bedford. Sunday SI, I preached near St. Peter's Green ; 
having never preached abroad since I was therQ before. 
Honday 22, I returned to London. 

Monday, August 5, I set out for Canterbury. On the 
way I read Mr. Baxter's History of the Councils. It is 
utterly astonishing, and would be wholly incredible, but that 
his vouchers are beyond all exception. What a company 
of execrable wretches have they been, ( one cannot justly 
give them a milder title ) who have, almost in every age since 
St. Cyprian, taken upon them to govern the Church ! How 
has one council been perpetually cursing another ; and de- 
livering all over to Satan, whether predecessors orcontempo^ 
raries, who did not implicitly receive their determinations, 
though generally tr jjQing, sometimes false, and frequently 
unintelligible, or self-Qontradictory ! Surely Mahometanism 
was let loose, to reform the Christians ! I know not but 
Constantinople has gained by the change. 

Tuesday 6, 1 was much out of order : however, I preach- 
ed in the evening, but could do nothing the next day. On' 
Thursday I hastened back to London, and came pretty well 
to the Foundery. I consulted Dr. F. the next morning, 
who advised me to return to the Hot-well without delay. 

Sunday 11, I buried the body of Mary Doxsey, long a 
pattern of patience and g^tleness. Monday 13, I set out 
in i the Machine, jand on Tuesday night (taking horses at 
Bath ) came to Bristol. 

Wednesday 14, I took a lodging at the new Hot-well, 
where I was free both from noise and hurry, and had an op- 
portunity of drinking the water late in the evening, and early 
in the morning. But my course of physic was nearly being 
cut short the next day, by a large s^one which was hung up 
as the weight of a jack. I applied to my head cloths dipped 
in cold water, which presently stopped the bleeding, and* 
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SO abated the twdliBg^ that in a ftw hoursi feulbd no farther 

Saturday 31^ After preaching at WeaverVhaU, one of 
the audience, a Clergyman (who had then a parish near 
Bridgewater, but is now, I ^ust, in Abraham's bosom) 
desired to have scnne conrersatioB with me, and spoke with-* 
Qttt reserve. His experience was of a peculiar kind, much 
resembling that of Gregory Lopez. Bat he soon determm- 
ed to seek Christ, for the time to come, not in a desert, but 
in the congregation of his people. 

Mond^, Sept. S, I set out for the West. About eleyea 
one stof^ped me on the road, and earnestly desired me to turn 
aside, and pr^y with one who was near death. I found 
her worn away to a skeleton, and rotting in pieces with the 
King's-eviL But her greatest trouble seemed to be, that 
she was not so aliye to God as formerly. Afi^ prayer her 
mind was more composed, and she could trust God both 
with her soul and body^ 

At noon I met the little^ loying Society at Shqptctt, and . 
Ml the evening preached at Middksey. My wock to^ay 
was fnll enough for my strength. 

Tuesday 3, We rode easily to Taunt<m. After we had 
nested alrhile, one desired me to step to his fath^, who 
was dying of a consumption. He had been always a very 
honest, moral man ; but OjOW found this was not the one 
thing needful, and appeared eamesUy desirous of knowing 
Christ, and the power of his resurrection. 

A little before twelve, we set out from Taunton. The sun 
shone exceedingly hot, so that I was almost worn o«t, whoi 
we called at the house of a firiend on Iklaiden-^lown. Bat 
after a little rest, my strength returned, and I went on, not 
much tired, to Tiverton. 

Wednesday 4, We toidt horse early, and rode to Oak- 
hampton. Our landlord here informed us, he was npwardb 
af ninety, yet had not lost either his sight, hearing, orte^. 
Nor had he found that for which he was bam. Indeed ho 
did not seem to have any more thoi^ht about it, than a 
child of six years old. 
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We could not but obserye) that although the sky ap« 
peared continually between the clouds which drove to and 
fro, yet the sun scarcely shone upon us for six minutes to- 
gethet, from six in the morning to six in the evening. Soon 
after six I {reached at Launceston, and met the Society. 

Thursdays, At noon I preached at the Town-hall, to a 
y^y \^ild, yet civil congregation. At two, the Stewards, 
Mk only from the upper part of Cornwall, but several from 
the western Societies met. At six I preached in the Town-* 
hall again : and for the sake of this hour only, ( had no 
other end been answered ) I should have thought all the 
labour of my journey well bestowed. 

Friday* 6, I rode to Fiymouth-dock, and preached in the 
Room lately built : but though it was three or four times as 
large as the old, it would not contain the congregation. Is 
tiie time come, when even this bsirren soil shall bring forth 
fruits of righteousness ? 

Saturday 7, I set out at three, reached Collumpton by 
MX in the evening ; and after half an hour's rest, was enabled 
to preach in the little meadow, without any faintness 6t 
weariness. 

Sunday 8, In the eveniiig I preached at Tiverton, in the 
garden which adjoins to the Preaching-house : it was a re* 
freshing season. 

Monday 9, I preached at Charlton, a village six miles 
from Taunton, to a large congregation, gathered from the 
towns and country for many miles round. All the farmers 
here had some time before, entered into a joint engagement, 
" To turn all out of their service, and give no work to any 
who went to hear a Methodist Preacher." But there is no 
counsel against the Lord. One of the chief of them, Mr. 
G " ' ■, wa^, not IcHig after, convinced of the truth, and de- 
sired those very men to preach at his house. Many of the 
.other confederates came to hear, whom their servants and 
labourers gladly followed. So the whole device of Satan 
f^ll to the ground ; and the word of God grew and pre- 
vailed. 
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Tuesday 10, 1 rode to Dr. Robertson's at Pitcomb ; and after 
spending a few agreeable and useful hours in that delightfiil 
recess, went forward, about four miles, to Westcomb. I 
preached on a green place in the town about eight in the 
morning, to a deeply attentive congr^ation ; and came in 
the afternoon to Bristol, at least as well as wheiiJ set out. 

Tuesday 17, I rode to Trowbridge, wheve one who found 
peace with God, while he was a soldier in Flaaders, and 
has been much prospered in business since his discharge, 
has built a preaching-honse at his own expense. He had a 
great desire, that I should be the first who preached in it, 
but before I had finished the hymn, it was so crowded, and 
consequently so hot, that I was obliged to go out and stand 
at the door : there was a multitude of hearers, rich and 
poor. O that they may not all hear in vain ! 

Friday 27, I thought I had strength enough to keep a 
Watch-night, which I had not done for above eleven 
months. But though I broke off at eleven, I almost lost 
my voice : and the next evening at Weaver's-hall, it entire- 
ly failed, so that I had much difficulty to conclude my 
sermon. 

Monday 30, I preached at Coleford, our other Kings- 
wood, where also the lions are become lambs. On Tuesday, 
we went on to Salisbury. 

Wednesday, October 2, I walked to Old Sarum, which 
in spite of common sense, without house or inhabitant, still 
sends two members to parliament. It is a large, round 
hill, encompassed with a broad ditch, which it seems has 
been of a considerable depth. At the top of it is a corn-field ; 
in the midst of which is another roimd hill, about two 
hundred yards in diameter, encompassed with a wall, and a 
deep ditch. Probably, before the invention of cannon, this 
city was impregnable. Troj^ was ! But now it is vanished 
away, and nothing left but the stones of emptiness. 

Thursday S, I rode to Reading, and preached in the even- 
ing. Observing a warm man near the door, (who was 
once of the Society) I purposely boT^ed to him; but he 
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made no return. During the first prayer he stood, but sat 
while we sung. In the sermon his countenance changed^ 
and in a little while he turned his face to tlie wall. He stood 
aft the second hymn, and then kneeled down. As I came 
out he catched me by the hand, and dismissed me with a 
hearty blessing. 

' Friday 4, I came to London. On Monday 7, I retired 
toalittljs place near Hackney, formerly a seat %f Bishop 
Bonner's. ( How are the times changed ! ) and still bearing 
his name. Here I was as in a collie. 
\ Twice a day we joined in prayer. The rest of the day 
( allowing about an hour for meals, and another for walking 
before dinner and supper) I spent quietly in my study. 
Saturday 13, I administered the sacrament to R 
A ■■ . Some years ago he found peace with God, and was 
freed at once, without any human means, from a distemper 
naturally incurable. But after three years, on his falling 
back into the world, it returned more violently than ever; and 
will probably now be cured no more but by the universal 
remedy — death. 

Saturday 36, Mr. Gilbert l^ennent, of New-England, called 
upon me, and informed me of his design, now ready to be 
executed, of founding an American college for Protestants 
of every denomination. An admirable design,* if it will 
bring Protestants of every denomination to bear with one 
another. 

Monday 38, I delivered my own soul, by one more 

conversation with Sir • ; : The substance 

of which I wrote t6 him the next day in the following 
Letter. 

" SIR, October 38, 1754. 

*^ Whether I see you any more in this life or no, I re- 
joice that I have seen you, this once ; and that God en- 
abled you to bear with patience, what I spoke in the sim- 
plicity of my heart. 

^' The substance of what I took the liberty to mention 
to you this morning was : ^ You are on the borders of the 
'grave, as well as I : Shortly we must both appear before 
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God. When it seemed to me some months sinoe, that mj 
life was near an end, I was troubled that I had not dealt 
plainly with you. This you will permit me to do now^ 
without any resenre, in the fear, and in the presence of 
God. 

^^ I reverence you for your office as a magistrate 2 
I believe you to be a honest, upright man ; I love you 
for haviiji^ protected an innocent people from their crud 
and lawless oppressors. But so much the more am I 
obliged to say (though I judge not; God is the judge) 
I fear you are covetous ; that you love the world. And if 
you do, as sure as the word of Grod is true, you are not in a 
state of salvation* 

" The substance of your answer was, 'That many 
people exhort others to charity, from self-interest : That 
men of fortune must mind their fortune : That you cannot 
go about to look for poor people : That when you have seen 
them yourself, and relieved them, they were scarcely ever 
satisfied : That many make an ill use of what yoa give 
them : That you cannot trust the account people give of 
theinselveis by letters : That nevertheless you do give to 
private persons by the hands of Colonel Hudson and others 1 
That you have also given to several hospitals, a hundred 
pounds at a time : But that you must support your family t 
That the Lowther family has continued above 400 years t 
That you are for great things ; for public charities, and for 
saving the nation frt)m ruin : And that others may think as 
they please ; but this is your way of thinking, and has been 
finr many years.' 

** To this I replied, 1, Sir, I have no self-interest in this 
matter ; I consult your interest, not my own : I want no- 
thing from you ; I desire nothing from you : I expect no- 
ihing from you. But I am concerned for your immortal 
spirit, .which must so soon launch into eternity. 2, It is 
true men of fortune must mind their fortune ; but they 
must not love the world. If any man hoe the ztorldj the 
hve of the Father is not m him. S, It is true, likewise, 
joacamiot go about l»lo(^ fstrpooor people: but you may 
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be sufficiently informed of them by those that can. 4, And 
if some of these are never satisfied, this is no readon Gmt 
not relieving others. 5, Suppose too, that some make an 
iU use of what you give, the loss falls on their own heads. 
Vou will not lose your reward for their fault. What you 
bad out, God will pay you again. 6, Yet, c^tainly 
yon, do well to have all the assurance yon can, that 
those to whom you give, are likely to make a good use of 
it : and therefore to expect a stronger recommendation of 
them than their own, whether by letter or otherwise. 7, E 
rejoice that you have given to many by so worthy a man as 
Colonel Hudson^ whose >¥ord is certainly a sufficient re« 
commendation. 8, I rejoice likewise that you have given 
SoaQie hundreds of jxmnds to the hospitals, and wish it had 
been ten thousand. 9, To the support of the family I did not 
object ; but begged leave to ask, whether this could not be 
done, without giving ten thousand a year to one who had 
as much already ? And whether you could answer this to 
God, in the day wherein he shall judge the world ? 10, I 
likewise granted, that the family had continued above 400 
years ; but observed meantime, that God regarded it not 
one jot the more for this : And that 400 or 1000 years Jire 
but a moment compared to eternity. 11, I observed like- 
wise, that great things may be done, and little things not 
left undone. 12, And that if this, or any other way of 
thinking, be according to Scripture, then it is sound and 
good : Whereas, if it be contrary to Scripture, it is not 
good, and the longer we are in it, so much the worse. 

^' Upon the whole, I must once more earnestly intreat 
you to consider yourself, and God, and eternity. As to 
yourself, you are not the proprietor of any thing : No, 
not of one shilling in the world. You are only a steward 
of what another intrusts you with, to be laid out not ac- 
cording to your will, but his. And what would you think 
of j^our steward, if he laid out what is called your money, 
according to his own will and pleasure. 3, Is not God the 
sole proprietor of all things ? And are you not to give an 
account to him for every part of his goods i And^ 1 how 
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dreadful an account, if you have expended any part of them 
not according to his will, but your own ? 3, Is not death 
at hand? And are not you and I just stepping into 
eternity ? Are we not just going to. appear in the presence 
of Grod ? And that naked of all worldly goods i Will 
you then rejoice in the money you have left behind you ? 
Or in that you have given to support a family, as it is 
called : That is in truth to support the pride, and vanity, 
and luxury, which you have yonrself deqnsed all your 
life long ? O Sir, I beseech you, for the sake of God,"* for 
the sake of your own immortal soul, examine yourself, 
whether you do not love money ? If so, you cannot love 
God. And if w^ die without the fear of Grod, what 
remains ? Only to be banished from him for ever and 
ever! 

<^ I am, with true respect. Sir, 

" your servant for Christ's Bake." 
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February 16, 1755, Having heard a confused ac- 
count from a place near Camelford, in Cornwall, I wrote 
to a friend near it, and received the following answer : 

'' According to your desire I have enquired into the par- 
ticulars of the late affair at Dineboul Quarry. The rock 
is about thirty yards thick ; but the most valuable part of 
the stone lies undermost. 

" There were nine partners who shared the advantage of 
this part of. the quarry. Being greedy of gain, they brought 
out as much of the under part as possible ; and the rather, 
because the' time for which they had hired it was within a 
month of expiring. 

*' On Monday, Decembers, William Lane, John Lane, 
William Kellow, and five more of the partners, met in the 
morning j and sent one of their number, for Theophilus Kel- 
low, to come to work. He came, but was so uneasy, he 
could not stay, but quickly returned home : William Kellow 
was sent for in haste, and went to lobk after his mare. 
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which had cast her foal. The other seven continued la- 
bouring till twelve. All the workmen usually dine together. 
But these wrought on, when the rest withdrew, till in a 
moment, they were covered with rocks of all sizes, falling 
about ten yards, some of which were thought to be three 
ton weight. William Lane had some years since known 
the love of God. He was sitting, cleaving stones, when 
the rock calved in upon him, with a concave surface, which 
just made room for his body. Only one edge of it lit 
upon him, and broke one of his thigh bones. When they 
dug away the stones, he was earnestly praying to Grod, and 
confessing his unfaithfiilness. As soon as he looked up, he 
began exhorting «all around, instantly to make their peace 
with God. His bone being set, he soon recovered both his 
bodily strength, and the peace and love which he had lost. 
Another who sat close by bis side, was ooveifd aver und 
killed at once. Close to him John Lane (son of William) 
was standing : he was thrown upon his face, he knew not 
how, and a sharp-edged stone pitched between his thighs, 
on which a huge rock fell, and was suspended by it, so as 
to shadow him all over. The other five were entirely dash- 
ed in pieces." Doth not God save those that tftist in him ? 

Tuesday, April 1, I rode from Bristol to a village named 
Kingswood, near Wotton-under-edge. The Church was 
exceedingly full, and the congregation was serious and well- 
behaved ; and I had since the satisfaction of being inform* 
ed, that many of them are much changed, at least, in their 
outward behaviour. 

Wednesday g, With some difficulty we reached Stanley. 
There has been lately a great awakening in this country. I 
never saw such a congregation here before, notwithstanding 
the wind and rain. And all present seemed to receive the 
word with gladness and readiness of mind. There is a solid, 
8«ious peojrie in these parts, who stand their gnmnd againist 
all opposition. The warmest opposers arc the Jacobites, 
who do not love us, because we love king Geoi^. But 
they profit nothing ; for nMHC and more people Jear Ood^ 
and honour the King. 
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We rode on Thursday in the afternoon, through heav/ 
rain, and almost impassable roads, to Evesham: and on 
Friday 4, to Birmingham, a barren, dry, uncomfortable 
place. Most of the seed which has been sown for so many 
years, the wild boars have rooted up : The fierce, unclean, 
brutish, blasphemous Antinomians, have utterly destroyed 
it. And the mystic foxes have taken true pains to spoil 
what remained, with their new gospel. Yet it seems God 
has a blessing for this place still : so many still attend the 
preaching: and he is eminently present with the small 
number that is left ia the Society. 

Saturday 5, I preached at Wedn&sbury, and at eight on 
Sunday morning. But the great congregation assembled in 
the afternoon, as soon as the service of the Church was over^ 
with which we take care never to interfere* A solemn awe 
seemed to run all through the company in the evening, when 
I met the Soci^y. We have indeed preached the Grospel 
here with much contention / but the success overpays the 
hbour. 

Monday 7, I was advised to take the Derbyshire road to 
Iffuiclieflter. We baited at a house six miles beyond 
Litdifield. Observing a woman sitting in the kitchen, I 
nskedy ^ Arc you not well ? ' And found she had just been 
isikea ill (being on her journey) with aU the symptoms of an 
approaching pleurisy. She was glad to hear of an easy, 
clieap, and (almost) infallible remedy, a handful of net- 
tles, boQed a few minutes, and applied warm to the side. 
While I was speaking to her, an elderly man, pretty weU 
drest^ came in. Upon enquiry, he told us, he was travelling, 
as he could, towards his home, near Hounslow, in hopes of 
agreeing with his creditors, to whom he had surrendered hid 
all. But how to get on he knew not, as he had no money, and 
had caught a tertian ague. I hope a wise Providence di- 
reded this wimderer also, that he might have a remedy for 
both his maladies. 

Soon after we took horse, we overtook a poor man, creep- 
ing finrward on two crutches. I asked whither he was go- 
ing ; he saidy towards Nottingham, where his wife lived. 

roh. lu. o 
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But botb his legs had been broken while he was on shipboard. 
And he had now spent all his money. This man Ukewise 
appeared exceedingly thankful, and ready to acknowledge 
the hand of God. 

In the afternoon we came to Barton-forge, where a gen- 
tleman of Birmingham has set up a large iron-work, and 
fixed five or six families, with a serious man over th^n, who 
lost nearly all he had in the great riot at Wednesbury. Most 
of them are seeking to save their souls. I preached in the 
evening, not to them only, but to many gathered from all 
parts, and exhorted them to love and help one another* 

' Tuesday 8, I had designed to go straight on to Hayfieid ; 
but one from Ashboum pressed me much to call there : which 
accordingly I did at seven in the morning, and preached to 
a deeply serious congregation. Seventeen or eighteen then 
desired to join in a Society, to whom I spoke severally, and 
was well pleased to find, that nearly half of ihem ]uiew the 
pardoning love of God. One of the first I spoke to was 
Miss Berrisford : a sweet, but short-liv'd flower ! 

Through much hail, rain, and wind, we got to Mr. B.'s, 
at Hayfieid, about five in the afternoon. His favourite 
daughter died some hours before we came : such a child as 
is scarcely heard of in a century. All the family informed 
me of many remarkable circumstances, which else, would 
have seemed incredible. She spake exceedingly plain, yet 
very seldom ; and then only a few words. She was scarcely 
ever seen to laugh, or heard to utter a light or trifling word. 
She could not bear any that did, nor any one who behaved 
in a light or unserious manner. If any such ofiered to kiss 
or touch her, she would turn away, and say, "I don't like 
you." If her brother or sisters spoke angrily to each other<| 
or behaved triflingly, she either sharply reproved, (when 
that seemed needful) or tenderly intreated them to give over. 
If she had spoken too sharply to any, she would humlde 
herself to them, and not rest till they bad forgiven ben 
After her health declined, she was particularly pleased with 
hearing that hymn sung, '^ Abba, Father : '' and would be 
firequently singing that line herself, ^^ Abba, Father^ hear my 
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piy." On Monday, April 7, without any struggle, she. fell 
asleep, haying lived two years and six months. 

Wednesday 9, In the evening I preached at Manchester. 
The mob was tolerably quiet as long as I was speaking ; but 
immediately after, raged horribly. This, I find, hias been 
their manner for some tim^. ^o wonder; since the good 
Justice encourages them. 

Thursday 10, I rode to.Hayfield again, to bury Mr. 
y *8 child. Abundance of. people were gathered tc^e- 
thetf and 'I found uncommon liberty in preaching. Who 
would have looked for sudi a congregation aa this, in the 
Peak of Derbyshire ? 

I returned to Manchester the nejsi day, and had a quiet 
con^^rega^tion both that evening and the following. 

Sui^day 13, I met the Society at five, and shewed them 
wherein I^^red they had grieved the Spirit of God, and 
provcdi;ed him to deliver them to be thus .outraged by the 
beasts of the people. I then rode to Hayfield once more, 
where Mr^B-^ — read pmyers, and preached a solemn aijtd 
affecting sermon, relative to the late Providence. In the after- 
noon I again found great liberty a[ spirit, in applying those 
awful words. What is a man profited^ if he shall gain the 
whole worldf and lose his own soul ? 

Monday 14, I rode by Mwichester (where I .preached 
about twelve), to Warrington. At si^ in the morning, 
Tuesday 15, I preached to a large and serious congr^a- 
tion; ajid then went to Liverpool, one of the neatest, best 
built towns I have seen in England. I think it is. full twice 
as large as Chester. Most of the streets are quite straight. 
Two-thirds of the town, we are informed, have been added, 
within these forty years. If it continue to increase in the 
same proportion, in forty years more it will nearly equal 
Bristol. The people, in general, arie * the most mild and 
courteoi^s I ever saw in a searport town : as indeed appears 
by their frigidly behaviour, not only to the Jews and Papists 
who live among them, but eyen to the Methodists, (so g^« 
ed.) The preaching-house is a little larger than that at 

Newcastle. It was thoroughly filled at seven in the even- 

o 3 
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ing. And the hearts of the whole congregation seemed to 
be moved before the Lord and before the presence of his 
power. 

Every morning, as well as evening, abnndanoe of people 
gladly attended the preaching. Many of them, I learned^ 
were dear lovers of controversy. But I had better wcnrk. 
I pressed upon them all. Repentance toward Oddy and 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sunday 30, I explained, after the evening preaching, 
the Rules of the Society, and strongly exhorted the mem- 
bers to adorn their profession, by vil holiness of convert 
sation. 

Monday 21, I rode to Bolton. Being now among Chose 
who vicxe no strangers to the co'oenant of promise^ I had 
no need to lay the foundaticm again, but exhorted them to 
rejoice evermore. Their number is a little reduced, since 
I was here before. And no wonder ; while the sons of strife 
are on every side, some for Mr. Bennet, some for Mr. 

Wh ".■ The little flock, notwithstanding, hold oa their 

way, looking straight to the prize of their high calling. 

Thursday 24, We rode in less than four hours the eight 
miles (so called) to Newell-hay. Just as I began to preach, 
the sun broke out, and shone exceedingly hot on the side of 
my head. I found, if it continued, I should not be able to 
speak long, and lifted up my heart to God. In a minute 
or two it was covered with, clouds, which continued till the 
service was over. Let any who please, call this chance : I 
call it an answer to prayer. 

Friday 25, About ten, I preached near Todmorden. The 
people stood, row above row, on the side of the mountain. 
They were rough enough to outward appearance. But 
their hearts were as melting wax. 

One can hardly conceive any thing jnore delightful than 
the vale through which we rode from hence. The river ran 
through the gteen meadows on the right. The fruitful hills 
and woods rose on either hand. Yet here and there a lock 
hung over : the little holes in which, put me in mind of 
those beautiful lines : 



/ 
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^ 7>t DonUntf intansi m9fUe89 te saxa hquetUur 

Summa Deum, dum morUis amat juga pendulus hircut^ 
Saxorwnque coHi latebrosa cumculus antra I 

At three in the afternoon I preached at Heptonstall, on 
the brow of the mountain. The rain began ahnost as soon 
as I began to speak. I prayed, that if God saw best, it might 
be stayed till I had delivered his word. It was so, and 
then began again. But we had only a sUort stage to Ewood. 

Saturday S6, I preached at seven to a large and serious 
congregation, and again at four in the afternoon. When I 
bc^ah in a meadow near the house, the wind was so high, 
that I could hardly speak. But the winds too are in God*s 
hand. In a few minutes that inconvenience ceased. And 
we found the Spirit of God breathing in the midst of us^ 
80 that great was our rejoicing in the Lord. 

Sunday S7, A little before I took horse, I looked into m 
room as I walked by, and saw a good old man, bleeding 
almost to death. I desired him immediately to snutf" vinegar 
up his* nose, and apply it to his neck, face, and temples. 
It was done : and the blood entirely stopped in less than 
two minutes. 

The rain began about five, and did not intermit, tiH we 
came to Haworth : notwithstanding which a multitude of 
people were gathered together at ten. In the afternoon I 
was obliged to go out of the Church, abundance of people 
not being able to get in. The rain ceased from the moment 
1 came out, till I had finished my discourse. How many 
proofe must we have, that there is no petition too little, anj 
more than too great for God to grant ? 

Monday S8, I preached at Keighley : on Tuesday, at 
Bradford, which is now as quiet as Birstal. Such a change 
has God wrought in the hearts of the people, since John 
Nelson was in the dungeon here. My brother met me at 
Bitstal in the afternoon. 

Wednesday SO, We began reading together, ^^. A G^- 
tleman^s Reasons for his dissent from the Church of Eng- 
land." It is an elaborate and lively tract^ and contains ^e 
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strength of the cause. But it did not yield us one proof. 
That it is lawful for us, (much less our duty) to separate 
from it. 

Thursday, May I, I finished the ^^ Gentleman's Reasons/' 
(who is a dissenting minister at Exeter.) In how difierent 
a spirit does this man write, from honest Richard Baxter I 
The one dipping, as it were, his pen in tears, the other in 
vinegar and gall. Surely one page of that loving, serious 
Christian, weighs more than volumes of this bitter, sarcastic 
jester. 

Sunday 4, I preached at one, and again at five, to some 
thousands at the foot of the hill. I believe this hollow would 
contain sixty thousand people, standing one above another. 
And a clear, strong voice may command them all : altho', 
if they stood upon a plain, I doubt whether any human 
voice could be distinctly heard by half the number. 

Tuesday 6, Our Conference bc^n at liCeds, The point 
on which we desired all the preachers to speak their minds 
at large, was, '* Whether we ought to separate itani the 
Church ? " Whatever was advanced on one side or the other^ 
was seriously and calmly considered ; and cm the third day 
we were all fully agreed, in that general conclusion, That 
(whether it was lawful or not) it was no ways expedient. 

Monday 12, We drove (my wife and I) to North- 
allerton. 

Tuesday 13, I rode on to Newcastle. I did not find 
things here in the order I expected. Many were on the 
point of leaving the Church, which some had done already: 
and, as they supposed, on my authority ! O how much dis- 
cord is caused by one jarring string ! How much trouble by 
one man, who does not walk by the same rule, and agree 
in the same judgment with his brethren ! 

May 18, Being Whitsunday, I preached about eight 
at Gateshead-fell, and returned before the service at St. 
Andrew's began. At the sacrament many found an un- 
common blessing, and found God has not yet left the 
Church. 

In the following week I spake to the members of the 



If Av 1755.] REV. JOHN Wesley's jottrnal. 199 

fociety severally, and found far fewer than I expected pre- 
udiced against the Church : I think, not above forty in all. 
Lnd I trust the plague is now stayed. 

Wednesday 21, I preached at Nafierton near Horsley, 
bout thirteen miles from Newcastle. We rode chiefly on 
lie new western road, which lies on the old Roman wall. 
lome part of this is still to be seen, as are the remains of 
EMistofthe towers, which were built a mile distant from 
ach other, quite from seat to sea. But where are the men 
»f renown who built them, and who once made all the land 
cemble ? Crumbled into dust ! Gone hence, to be no more 
seen, till the earth shall give up her dead ! 

Thursday 22, Mr. Wardrobe, Minister of Bathgate in 
Scotland, preached at the Orphan-house in the evening, to 
;lie no small amazement and displeasure of some of his zea- 
lous countrymen. 

Saturday 24, I preached, at Sheep-hill. The cold drove 
us into the house, which being much crowded, was as hot 
as an oven. Riding afterwards in the keen north-wind, it 
seized upon my breast immediately. However, I made a 
diift to preach at Chester, and then went on to Sunderland. 

Sunday 25, I preached at eight, though not without 
pain, not having recovered my voice. We had a useful 
sermon at Church. As soon as the sacrament was over, I 
preached in the high-street ( it being Trinity-Sunday ) upon 
There are Three that bear record in heaven. And my 
voice was so restored that I could command the whole 
congregation, though it was exceedingly large. 

Monday 26, I rode to Morpeth and preached in the 
Market-place, to a small, but quiet congregation. In the 
evening I preached in the new Room at Alnwick ; but I 
could scarcely be heard, my voice being very weak. In the 
morning it was stronger. So I preached with more ease at 
five ; and then returned to Newcastle. 

Thursday 29, I had the pleasure of seeing Mr. Gillies 
from Glasgow. He preached for me in the evening, to the 
still greater astonishment of the warm men, who ^^'coiild 
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never have thought it of him ! " Shadl we not have more 
and more cause to say, 

*^ Names, and §ects, and parties faO $ 
Thou, O Christ, art all in all." 

Friday SO, I walked to the Infirmary. It is finely 
situated on the top of the hill : and is the best ordered of 
any place of the kind I have seen in England. Nor did I 
ever see so much seriousness in a hospital befimre ; none 
were laughing or talking lightly : many were reading the 
Bible. And when I talked to and prayed with one, the 
whole ward listened with deep attention. 

Monday, June 1, I left Newcastle, and came to Dur- 
ham, just as Jacob Rowell had done preaching, or rather, 
attempting tp preach, for the mob was so noisy, that be was 
constrained to break off. I reached Osmotherly in the ev^i- 
ing, and found a large congregation waiting. I preached 
immediately, God renewing my strength, i^nd comfi^rting 
my heart. 

Here I enquired of eye and ear-witnesses, concerning what 
lately occurred in the neighbourhood. On Thursday 
last, March S5, being the week before Easter, many persoais 
observed a great noise, near a ridge of mountains in York- 
shire, called Blapk-hamilton. It was observed chiefly in 
the South-west side of the mountain, about a mile firom the 
course where the Hamilton races are run ; near a ridge of 
rocks, commonly called Whi( son-cliffs, or Whitson-white- 
mare, two miles from Sutton, about five from Thirsk. 

The same noise was heard on Wednesday by all who 
went that way. On Thursday, about seven in the morning, 
Edward Abbot, weaver, and Adam Bosomworth, bleacher, 
both of Sutton, riding under Whitson-cliffs, heard a roar- 
ing ( so they termed it ) like many cannons, or loud and 
rolling thunder. It seemed to come from the cliffs, looking 
up to which, they saw a large body of stone, four or five 
yards broad, split and fly off from the very top of the rocks. 
They thought it grange, but rode on. Between ten and 
eleven, a larger piece of the rock, about fifteen yards thick^ 
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thirty liigb, and betweai sixty and seventy broad, was torn 
off and thrown into the valley. 

About seven in the evening, one who was riding by, ob^ 
served the ground to shake exceedingly, and soon after, 
several large stones or rocks of some tons weight each, rose 
out of the ground. Others were thrown on one side, others 
turned upside down, and many rolled over and oven Be- 
ing a little surprised^ and not very curious, he basted on 
his way. 

On Friday and Saturday the ground continued to shake, 
and the rocks to roll over one another. The earth also 
dave asunder in very many places, and continued so to do 
tiU Sunday morning. 

Being at Osmotherly, seven miles from the clifis, on 
Monday, June 1, and finding Edward Abbott there, I de« 
sired him the next morning to shew me the way thither. 
I walked, crept, and climbed round and over great part of 
the ruins. I could not perceive by any sign, that there was 
^er any cavity in the rock at all ; but one part of the solid 
stone is cleft from the rest, in a perpendicular line, and 
smooth as if cut with instruments. Nor is it barely thrown 
down, but split into many hundred pieces, some of which 
]ie four or five hundred yards from the main rock. 

The ground nearest the clifi^, is not raised, but sunk con* 
siderably beneath the level* But at some distance it is raised 
hn a ridge of eight or ten yards high, twelve or fifteen broad, 
^nd nearly a hundred long. Adjoining to this lies an oval 
piece of ground^ thirty or forty yards in diameter, which 
has been removed whole as it is, from beneath the cliff, 
^without the least fissure, with all it^ load of rocks, some of 
which were as large as the hull of a small ship. At a little 
distance is a second piece of ground, forty or fifty yards 
^ross, which has been also transplanted entire, with rocks 
of various sizes upon it, and a tree growing out of one pf 
them. By the removal of one or both of these, I suppose 
the hollow near the cliff was made. 

All around them lay stones and rocks, great and sniall|. 
some on the surface of the earth, some half sunk juatp jt^ 
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some almost covered, in a variety of positions. Betweei these 
the ground was cleft asunder, in a thousand places. Some 
^the apertures were nearly closed again, some gaping as at 
first. Between thirty and forty acres of land, as is commonly 
Apposed, (though some reckon abave sixty) are in thk 
condition. 

On the skiHs of these, I observed in abund^ce of places, 
the green turf, ( for it was pasture land ) as it ware, pared off, 
two or three inches thick, and wrapped round, like sheets ^ 
lead. A little farther it was not deft or broken at all, but 
raised in ridges, five or six feet long, exactly resembling 
the graves in a Church-yard. Of these there is a vast 
number. 

That part of the cliff from which the rest is torn, lies so 
high, and is now of so bright a colour, that it is plainly 
visible to all the country round, even at the distance o{ 
several miles. We saw it distinctly not only from the street 
in Thirsk, but for five or six miles, as we rode towards. 
York. So we did likewise, in the great Jiofdh road, be- 
tween Sand-hutton and North-allerton. 

But how may we account for this phenomenon ? Was it 
effected by a merely natural cause ? If so, that cause must 
either have been fire, water, or air. It could not be fire ; for 
then some mark of it must have appeared, either at the time, 
or after it. But no such mark does appear, nor ever did : 
not so much as the least smoke, either when the first or 
second rock was removed, or in the whole space between 
Tuesday and Sunday. 

It could not be water ; for no water issued out, when the 
One or the other rock was torn off. Nor had there been any 
rains some time before. It was in that part of the country a 
remarkably dry season. Neither was there any cavity in 
that part of the rock, wherein a sufficient quantity of water 
might have lodged. On the contrary, it was one, single, 
solid mass, which was evenly and smoothly cleft in sunder. 
There remains no other natural cause assignable, but im*' 
prisoned air. I say, imprisoned: for as to the fashionable 
opinion, that the exterior air is the grand agent in earth- 

8 
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quakes, it is so senseless, unmechanical, unphilosophical a 
dream, as deserves not to be named, but to be exploded. 
But it is bard to conceive, how even imprisoned air could 
produce such an effect. It might indeed shake, tear, raise, or 
nnk the earth : but how could it cleave a solid rock ? Here 
was not room for a quantity of it, sufficient to do any thing 
df this nature ; at least unless it had been suddenly and vio- 
lently expanded by fire, which was not the case. Could a 
nnall quantity of air, without that violent expansion, have 
torn so large a body of rock from the rest, to which it ad- 
hered in one solid mass ? Could it have shivered this into 
pieces, and scattered several of those pieces, some hundreds of 
yards round ? Could it have transported those promontories 
of earth, with their incumbent load, and set them down, 
unbroken, unchanged at a distance ? Truly I am not so 
great a volunteer in faith, as to be able to believe this : he 
that supposes this, mUst suppose air to be not only a very 
^ong, (which we allow) but a very wise agent ; while it 
bore its charge with so great caution, as not to hurt or dislo- 
cate any part of it. 

What then could be the cause ? What indeed, but God, 
who arose to shake terribly the earth : who purposely chose 
HUch a place, where there is so great a concourse of nobility 
and gentry every year ; and wrought in such a manner, that 
many might see it and fear, that all who travel one of the 
most frequented roads in England, might see it, almost whe- 
flier they would or not, for many miles tt^ther. It must 
likewise for many years, maugre all the art of man, and be a 
visible monument of his power. All that ground being now 
Ao incumbered with rocks and stones, that it cannot be either 
ploughed or grazed. Nor will it serve any use, but to say 
to all that see it. Who can stand before this great God ? 

Hence we rode to Thirsk, where I met the little Society, 
and then rode on to York. The people had been waiting 
for some time. So I began preaching without delay, and 
fAi no want of strength, though the room was like ah oven, 
through the multitude of people. 

Friday 6/ 1 read Dr. Sharp's elaborate Tracts on the 
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Bubricks and Canons. He justly observes, with r^ard to 
Idl these, l,That our governors have power to dispense 
with our observance of them ; 2, That a tacit dispensation 
is of the same force with an explicit dispensation : 3, That 
their continued connivance at what they catoot but know, 
is a tacit dispensation. I think this is true. But if it be, 
he has himself answered his own charge against the Metho- 
dists ( so called. ) For suppose the canons did forbid field- 
preaching, as expressly as playing at cards, and freiquenting 
taverns, yet we have the very same plea fdr (he former, as 
any Clergyman has for the latter. All our governors^ the 
King, the Archbishop, and Bishops, connive at the one, as 
well as the other* 

Saturday 7, One of the residentaries sent for Mr. Wil* 
liamson, who had invited me to preach in his Church, and 
told him, ^^ Sir, 1 abhor persecution : but if you let Mr. 
Wesley preach, it will be the worse for you.*' He desired 
it nevertheless : but I declined. Perhaps there is a provi- 
dence in this also. God will not suffer my little remaining 
strength to be spent on those who will not hear me, but ia an 
honourable way. 

Sunday 8, We were at the Minster in the morning, and 
at our parish Church in the afternoon. The same gentle- 
man preached at both : but, though I saw him at the 
Church, I did not know I had ever seen him before. In 
the morning he was all life and motion : in the afternoon he 
was as quiet as a post. At five in the evening the rain con- 
strained me to preach in the oven again. The patience of 
the congregation surprised me. They seemed not to feel the 
extreme heat : nor to be offended at the close application 
€^ those wordsp Thou art not far from the kingdom of 
God, 

Monday 9, I took my leave of the richest Society, num- 
ber for number, which we have in England. I hope this 
place will not prove ( as Cork has for some time done ) the 
Capuaof our Preachers. When I came to Epworth, the 
congregation was waiting. So I went immediately to the 
Cross ; and great was our glorj^ing in the Lord. 
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^ruesday 10, I met the Stewards of the Lincolnshire So* 
cieties, -who gave us an agreeable account of the wofk of 
Crod in every place. 

Wednesday 11, I preached in a meadow at Misterton, td 
a larger congrc^tion than ever met there before. 

Thursday 1% At eight I preached at Clayworth, and at 
Rotherham in the evening. Here likewise was such a nnm*' 
ber of people assembled, as was never before seen in that 
towtf. Is not this <me clear proof of the hand of God,- that 
although the novelty of this preaching is over, yet the peo« 
pk flock to bear it in every place, &r more than when it was 
a new thing ? 

Friday. 13, In the evening I preached at Sheffield^ In: 
the rooming I examined the members of the Society, and wa» 
agreeably surprised to find, that though none had visited 
them, since I did it myself, two years ago, yet they were 
rather increased than diminished in number, and many of 
4hem growing in grace. 

Monday 16, I preached in the evening at Nottingham, 
and on Thursday aflemocm reached London. From a deep 
sense of the amazing work which God has of late years 
wrought in England, I preached in the evening on those 
words, (Psalm cxlvii, SO.) He haih not dealt so Tsnth any 
nation : no, not even with Scotland or New-England. In 
both these God has indeed made bare his arm ; yet not in so 
astonishing a manner as among us. This must appear to 
all who impartially consider, 1, The number of persons on 
whom God has wrought : 2, The swiftness of his work in 
many, both convinced and truly converted in a few days : 
3, The depth of it in most of these, changing the heart, as 
well as the whole conversation: 4, The clearness of it, 
enabling them boldly to say, " Thou hast loved me, thou 
hast given thyself for me." 5, The continuance of it. 
God has wrought in Scotland and New-England, at several 
times, for some weeks or months together. But among us^ 
he has wrought for nearly eighteen years together, without 
any observable intermission. Above all, let it be remarked, 
that a considerable number of the r^ular Cleigy were fm* 
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gaged in that great work in Scotland ; and in New-England, 
above a hundred, perhaps, as eminent as any in the whde 
province, Dotonly for piety, but also for abilities both na^ 
tural aod acquired : whereas in England there were cmly two 
or three inconi^iderable Clergymen, with a few, young, raw, 
unlettered men ; and these opposed by wdl nigh all the 
Clergy, as well as Laity in the nation. He that ronadu tUs 
must needs own, both that this is a work of God; and thuft 
he baih not wrought so in any other nation. 

Monday 23, I was considering, what could be the reasons 
why the hand of the Lord ( who does nothing without a 
cause ) is almost entirely stayed in Scotland, and in a great 
measure in New-England ? It does not become us to judge 
peremptorily : but perhaps some of them may be dtese t 
1, Many of them became ztnse in their oxtm eyes s they 
seemed to think, they were the men, and there were none 
like them. And hence they refused God the lib^y of 
sending by whom he would send, and required him to work 
by men of learning, or not at all : S, Many of them were 
bigots, immoderately attached either to their own opinimv 
or mode of worship. Mr. Edwards hinisdif was not clear 
of this. But the Scotch bigots were beyond all others ; 
placing Arminianism ( so called ) on a level with Deism, 
and the Church of England with that of Rome. Hence they 
not only suffered in themselves and their brethren a bitter 
zeal, but applauded themselves therein : in shewing the 
same spirit against all who differed from them, as the Papists 
did against our forefathers : 3, With pride, bitterness, and 
bigotry, self-indulgence was joined : self-denial was little 
taught and practised. It is well if some of them did not 
despise, or even condemn all self-denial in things indifferent 
as in apparel or food, as nearly allied to Popery. No mar- 
vel then that the Spirit of God was grieved. Let us profit 
by their example. . 

Tuesday 24, Observing in that, valuable book, Mr^ Gil- 
lies's Historical Collections, the custom of Christian congre- 
gations in all ages, to s6t apart seasons of solemn thanksgiv* 
ing ; I was amazed and ashamed that we had never done 
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this, after all the blessings we had received. And many to 
whom I mentioned it, gladly agreed to set apart a day for 
that purpose. 

Monday 30, I set out for Norwich, and came thither the 
next evening. As a large congregation was waiting, I could 
not but preach, though weary enough. The two following 
days, I spoke to each member of the Society : and on .Fri« 
day, July 4, took horse again, though how I should ride 
five miles, I knew not. But God so strengthened both man 
and beast, that I reached Bury the same night, and London 
the next, far less tired, than when I set out from Norwich. 

Monday 7, Was our first day of solemn thanksgivings for 
the numberless spiritual blessings we have received. And 
I believe it was a day which will not soon be forgotten. 

Thursday 17, One spent the evening with us, who is 
accounted both a sensible and a religious man. What a 
proof of the fall ! Even with all the advantages of a liberal 
education, this person, I will be bold to say, knows just a9 
much of heart-religion, of Scriptural Christianity, the rer 
ligion of love, as a child three years old of Algebra. How 
much then may we suppose a Turk or Heathen to know I 
Hardly more : Perhaps just as much. 

Tuesday SS, To oblige a friendly gentlewoman I was 9. 
witness to her Will, wherein she bequeathed part of her 
estate to charitable uses ; and part, during his natural life^ 
to her dog Toby. I suppose, though she should die 
within the year, her legacy to Toby may stand good ; 
but that to the poor is null and void, by the statute of 
Mortmain ! 

Sunday 27, I buried the body of Ephraim B , 

once a pattern to all that believed. But from the time he 
left off fasting and universal self-denial, in which none was 
more exemplary for some years, he sunk Ipwer and lower, 
until he had neither the power, nor the form of religion 
left. In the beginning of his illness -he was in black 
despair. But much prayer was made for him. To;nrard 
the close of. it, it pleased God to restore to him the light 
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of his countenance. So, I tnist, his backsliding only cost 
him his life : And he may yet live with God for ever* 

I was much affected about this time by a letter sent firom 
a gentleman in Virginia. Part of it runs thus, ^^ The poor 
n^ro dayes here never heard of Jesus or his religion, till 
they arrived at the land of their slavery in America, whom 
their masters generally neglect, as though immortality was 
not the privilege of their souls in common with their own. 
These poor Africans' are the principal objects of my 
compassion, and I think the most proper subject of your 
charity. 

^^ The inhabitants of Virginia are computed to be about 
900,000 ; and the one half of them are supposed to be 
n^roes. The number of these who attend on my ministry 
at particular times, is uncertain. But I think there are 
about three hundred, who give a stated attendance. And. 
never have I been so much struck with the appearance of 
an assembly, as when I have glanced my eye on one pait 
of the house, adorned (so it appeared to me) with so many 
black countenances, eagerly attentive to every word Hbey 
heard, and some of them covered with tears. A connderable 
number of them, about a hundred, have been faaptiaed^ 
after they had been fully instructed in the great truths df 
religion, and had evidenced their sense of them by a life 
of the strictest virtue. As they are not sufficiently polished 
to dissemble with a good grace, they express the sensations 
of their hearts, so much in the language of simple nature, 
and with such genuine indications of artless sincmty, 
that it is impossible to suspect their professions, especially 
when attended with a suitable behaviour. 

^^ Mr. Todd, minister of the next congregation, has 
nearly the same number under his care. And several of them 
also, he informs me, discover the same seriousness. In« 
deed there are multitudes of them in various parts, who are 
eagerly desirous of instruction. They have generally very 
little help to read : and yet to my agreeable surprise, 
sundry of them, by dint of application, in their very few 
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leisure hours, have made such a progress, that they are able 
to read their fiible, or a plain author, verjr intelligibly. 
Sut few of their masters will be at the expence of furnishing 
them with books. I have supplied them to the utmost of 
my ability. They are exceedingly delighted with Watts's 
«ongs. And I cannot but observe that the negroes, above - 
all of the human species I ever knew, have the nicest ear 
for music. They have a kind of ecstatic delight in psalm- 
ody : Nor are there any books they so soon learn, or take 
80 much pleasure in, as tho^ used in that heavenly part of 
divine worship." 

Sunday, August 3, I dined with one who lived for 
many years with one of the most celebrated beauties in 
Europe. She was also proud, vain, and nice, to a very 
uncommon d^ree. But see the end i After a painful and 
nauseous disease, she . rotted away above ground ;. and was 
80 offensive for many days before she died, that scarcely 
any could bear to stay in the room. 

Monday 4, Hearing my old friend, Mr. H s^ wai 

now a beggar and forsaken of all, I called ( after a separa- 
tion of sixteen years ) at his lodgings, to offer him any 
service iu my power. I was pleasingly surprised to find 
bim reading the Bible! But still I am afraid all is not 
light. For the hand of God seems to be upon him still ; 
aibd his mind is so hurried, he can settle to nothing. 

what a pattern of holiness and stability of mind, was 
this Very man, till he was stolfen away by the men whose 
words are smoother than oil. But were they not to him 
%ery swords ? , 

Wednesday 6, I mentioned to the congregation another 
mean of increasing serious religion, which had been 6» 
quently practised by our forefathers, and attended with 
eminent blessings : Naniely, the joining in a covenant to 
eerve Grod, with all our heart and with all our soul. 

1 explained this for several mornings following: And 
on Friday, many of us kept a fast unto the Lord, beseech- 
ing him to give us wisdom and strength, to pri>mse unto the 

our God and keep it. 
VOL. ni. p 
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Monday 11, I explained once more the nature of such' 
an engagement ; and the manner of doing it acceptably to 
God. At six in the evening vfe met for that purpose, at the 
French Church in Spitalfields. After I had recited the 
tenor of the covenant proposed, in the words of that blessed 
man Richard Allen, all the people stood up, in testimony 
of assent, to the number of about 1800 persons. Such a 
night I scarcely ever saw before. Surely the iruit of it shall 
remain for ever. 

Saturday 16, I buried the remains of a rough, honest, 
friendly man, Capt. Edward Stotesbury : but the lion was 
become a lamb, before God took him to himself. 

'Snnday 17, I took my leave of the congregation in 
Moorfields, by applying those awful words. It is appointed 
for men once to die: and early in the morning set out for 
Cornwall. In the evening I preached to a sleepy congr^a- 
tion at Reading, on It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God: And to much such another on 
Tuesday evening at Salisbury, on Harden not y(mt 
hearts. 

On Wednesday 20, at noon, I preached at Shafisbury, 
to a much more lively people. In the afternoon both my 
fellow-travellers and I were fairly worn out. We betook 
ourselves to prayer, and received strength. Nor did we 
faint any more, till, on Friday 21, we reached Plymouth- 
dock. And I found myself far less weary then, than on 
Monday, when I came to Colebrook. 

Having spent two days comfortably, and I hope, usefully, 
on Monday 25, I rode over the mountains, close by the sea, 
to Loo, a town nearly half as large as Islington, which sends 
four members to parliament ! And each county in North 
Wales sends one ! At Fowcy a little company met us, and 
conducted us to Luxillian. Between six and seven I 
preached in what was once the Court-yard of a rich and 
honourable man : but he and all his family are in the dust, 
and his very memory is almost perished. The congr^a- 
tion was large and deeply serious : but it was still larger 
on Tuesday evening, and several seemed to be cut to flie 
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heart. On Wednesday they flocked from all parts. And 
with what eagerness did they receive the word ! Surely many 
of these last will be first ! 

Thursday 28, 1 preached at St. Mewan's. I do not re- 
member ever to have seen the yard in which I stood, quite 
full before. But it would not now contain the congrega- 
fkm. Many were obliged to stand without the gate. At 
five in the morning I preached at St. Austle, to more than 
our room could contain. In the evening 1 wa3 at St. Ewe. 
One or two felt the edge of God*s sword, and sunk to the 
ground. And indeed it seemed as if God would suffer 
none to escape him ; as if he both heard and answered our 
prayer, 

^' Dajrt into all the melting flaine 
Of love, and make the mountains flow.'* 

Saturday 30, As I was riding through Truro, one stopped 
my horse, and insisted on my alighting. Presently two or 
three more of Mr. Walker's Society came in ; and we seem- 
ed to have been acquainted with each other many years : 
But I was constrained to break from them. About five, I' 
found the congregation waiting, in a broad, convenient part 
of the street in Redruth : I was extremely weary. And 
our friends were so glad to see i^e, that none once thought 
of asking me to eat or drink. But my weariness began to 
vanish when I began to speaks Surely God is in this 
place. 

Sunday 31^ Understanding there were many present, who 
did once run well, I preached at eight, ( the rain ceasing 
just in time ) on How shall 1 give thee upj Ephraim ? 
Many endeavoured, but in vain, to hide their tears. I was 
agreeably surprised at Church, to hear the prayers read, 
not only with deliberation^ but with uncommon propriety. 
At one, the congregation was nearly double to what it was 
in the morning. And all were still as night. Surely 
these are patient hearers : God grant they may be fruitful 
ones ! 

At five I preached in Gwenap to several thousands : but 
not one of them light or inattentive. After I had done^ 
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the storm arose, and (he rain poured down, till about four 
in the morning. Then the sky cleared, and many of them 
that feared God, gladly assembled before him. 

Monday, September 1, I preached at Penryn, to abun- 
dantly more than the house could contain. 
' Tuesday 9, We went to Falmouth. The town is not 
now what it was ten years since. All is qui^ from one 
end to the other. I had thoughts of preaching on the hiB 
near the Church ; but the violent wind made it impracti- 
cable : so I was obliged to stay in our own room. Hie 
people could hear in the yard likewise, and the adjoining 
houses : and all were deeply attentive. 

Wednesday 3, At four, Mrs. M. came into my loom aU 
in tears, and told me she had seen, as it were, our Lord 
standing by her, calling her by her name ; and hai^t ever 
since been filled with joy unspeakable. Soon after came 
her sister, in almost the same condition, and afterwards 
her niece ; who likewise quickly melted into tears, and re- 
fiised to be comforted. Which of these will endure to the 
' end ? Now at least, God is among them. 

After preaching again to a congr^ation who now appear- 
ed ready to devour every word, I walked up to Pendennis 
castle, finely situated on the high point of land which runs 
out between the Bay and the Harbour, and commanding 
both ; but might easily be made exceedingly strong. But 
our wooden castles are sufficient. 

In the afternoon we rode to Helston, once turbulent 
enough, now quiet as Penryn. I preached at six, on a 
rising ground, about a musket shot from the town. Two 
drunken men strove to interrupt : but one soon walked 
away. The other leaned on his horse's neck and fell fiist 
asleep. 

What has done much good here, is the example of W— 
T — . He was utterly without God in the world when his 
father died, and left him a little estate, encumbered with 
a huge debt. Seven or eight years ago he found peace 
with God. He afterwards sold his estate, paid all his debts, 
' and with what he had left, furnished a little shop. Herein 
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God has blessed him in an uncommon manner. Meantime 
all his behaviour is of a-piece : so that more and more of 
his neighbours say, ** Weil, thb is a work of God ! " 

Thursday 4, fai the evening, heavy rain began, just as I 

began to give out the hymn. But it ceased before I named 

my text. I spoke very plainly, and it seemed to sink into 

many hearts : as they shewed by attending at five in the 

' morning ; when we had another happy and solemn hour. 

About noon, Friday 5, I called on W. Row, in Breag, in 
my way to Newlin. " Twelve years ago,*' he said, *^ I was 
going over Gulval downs, and I saw many people tc^ether* 
I asked, what was the matter ; and they told me, ^ A man 
was going to preach.' And I said, ^ To be sure it is some 
massed man.' But when I saw you, I said, ^ Nay, this is 
no mazed man.' And you preached on God's raising the 
dry bones. And from that time I could never rest, till Grod 
was pleased to breathe on me, and raise my dead soul J " 

I had given no notice of preaching here. But seeing the 
poor people flock from every side, I could not send them * 
empty away. So I preached at a small distance from the 
house^ and besought them to consider our great Highm 
Pritsty Jesusy who is parsed into the heavens. And 
, none opened his mouth : for the lions of Breag too, are 
now changed into lambs. That they were so fierce ten 
years ago, is no wonder. Since their wretched minister told 
them from the pulpit ( seven years before I resigned my 
fellowship ) " That John Wesley was expelled the College, 
for a base child, and had been quite mazed ever since s 
that all the Methodists at their private societies, put out the 
lights," &c. with abundance more of the same kind. But 
a year or two since, it was observed, he grew thoughtful 
and melancholy. And about nine months ago, he went into 
his own necessary house, and hanged himself. 

When we came to Newlin we were informed, that a 
strong, healthy man, was the morning before found dead in 
his bed. Many were startled : so I endeavoured to deepen 
the impression by preaching on those words^ There is ng 



1 

814 REV. JOHN WE8LET*8 JOURNAL. f SEPT. 1755* 

worlc^ nor dexice^ nor knowledge^ nor wisdom in the grave 
tchither thou goest* 

Saturday 6, In the evening I preached at St. Just. Ex- 
cept at Gwenap, I have seen no such congregation in Corn- 
wall. The sun ( nor could we contrive it otherwise ) shone 
full in my face, when I began the hymn. But just as I 
ended it, a cloud arose, which covered it till I had dime 
preaching. Is any thing too small for the providence of 
Him, by whom our very hairs are numbered? 

Sunday 7, Last year, a strange letter, written at Pen* 
zance, was inserted in the public papers. To-day I spoke 
to the two persons, who occasioned that letter. They are of 
St. Jusf s parish, sensible men, and ho Methodists. The 
name of one is James Treegar, and of the other Thomas Sack- 
erly . I received the account from James two or three hours 
before Thomas came : but there was no material difference. 
*^ In July was twelvemonth, they both said, as they were 
walking from St. Justus Church toward Sancrect, Thomas 
happening to look up, cried out, ^ James, look, look! 
what is that in the sky ? ' The first appearance, as James 
expressed it, was. Three large columns of horsemen swiftly 
pressing on, as in a fight, from south-west to north-east, 
a broad streak of sky passing between each column. Some- 
times they seemed to run thick together ; then to thin their 
ranks. Afterward tliey saw a large fleet of three-mast ships, 
in full sail towards the Lizard Point. This continued above 
a quarter of an hour. Then all disappearing, they went on 
their way." The meaning of this, if it were real, (which 
I do not affirm ) time only can shew. 

I preached at eight in the morning, and five in the after- 
noon, and then hastened to St. Ives. But we did not reach 
it till between nine and ten. So I delayed visiting Mr. K. 
till the morning. He is a young Attorney, who, for some 
time past, has frequently attended the preaching. On Sa- 
turday morning he fell raving mad. I never saw him tiU 
this morning. He sung, and swore, and screamed, and 
cursed, and blasphemed, as if possessed by Legion : but 
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as soon as I came in, he called me by name, and began to 
speak. I sat down on the bed, and he was still. Soon after 
he fell into tears and prayer. We prayed with him, and left 
him calm for the present. 

Tuesday 9, I desired as many of our brethren as could, 
to observe Wednesday the 10th, as a day of fasting and 
prayer. Just as we were praying fos him^ ( we were after- 
wards informed ) he left off raving, and broke out,. ^^ Lord, 
how long? Wilt thou hide thy face for ever? All my 
bones are broken. Thy wrath lieth heavy upon me : I 
am in the lowest darkness and in the deep. But the Lord 
tsdUI hear ; he will rebuke thee, thou unclean spirit. He will 
deliver me out of thy hands." Many such expressions he 
uttered for about half an hour, and then raved again. 

Thursday 11, He was more outrageous than ever. But 
while we were praying for him in the evening, he sunk down 
into a sound sleep, which continued for ten hours. Nor 
was he furious any more : although the time of deliverance 
was not come. 

Saturday 13, I preached once more at St. Just, on the 
first stone of their new Society house. In the evening, as 
we rode to Camboum, John Pearse^ of Redruth, was men- 
tioning a remarkable incident. While he lived at Hekton, 
as their class was meeting one evening, one of them cried, 
with an uncommon tone, ^' We wiU not stay here : we will 
go to such a house," which was in quite a different part of 
the town. They all arose inmiediately, and went ; though 
neither they nor she knew why. Presently after they 
were gone, a spark fell into a barrel of gunpowder, which 
was in the next room, and blew up the house. So did God 
preserve those that trusted iu him, and prevent the blas- 
phemy of the multitude. 

Sunday 14, I preached about eight at Bray, to a very 
numerous congregation ; and I believe God spoke to the 
hearts of many : of backsliders in particular. Soon after 
ten we went to Redruth Church* A young gentlewoman in 
the next pew, who had been laughing and talking just be- 
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jfbre, while the Confession was reading, seemed very nneasy ; 
then screamed out several times, dropped down, and was 
carried out of Church. Mr. Collins read prayers admirably 
well, and preached an excellent sermon, on Christ alto 
suffered^ lecmng us an example^ that we should tread in 
his steps. 

At one I preached on Faith, Hope, and Love. I was 
surprised at the behaviour of the whole multitude. At 
length God seems to be moving on all their hearts. . About 
five I preached at St. Agnes, where all received the truth in 
love, excepting two or three, who soon walked away. 
Thence I rode on to S(. Cuthbert. At noon I was much 
tired. But I was now as fresh as in the morning. 
^ Monday 15, We walked an hour near the sea-shore, among 
those amazing caverns, which are fuU as surprising as 
Poole*s-hole, or any other in the Peak of Derbyshire. Some 
part of the rock ii^ these natural vaults, glitters as bright 
and ruddy as gold. Part is a fine sky blue: part green, 
part enamelled, exactly l|ke mother-of-pearl : and a great 
part, especially near the Holy f well, ( which bubbles up on 
the top of a rock, and is tamous for curing either sc<»butic 
or scrofulous disorders) is crusted over, wherever the 
water runs, with a hard white coat, like alabaster. 

At six in the evening I preached at Port-Isaac. The next 
day I rode to Camelford, and preached in the Market- 
place about six, on Ye must be horn again. Some were 
much afraid there would be disturbance; but the whole 
congregation was quiet and attentive. 

Thursday 18, Just as we came into Launceston, the heavy 
rain began. Between five and six I preached in a gen- 
tleman^s dining room, capable of containing some hjindreds 
of people. At five in the morning I preached in the Town- 
hall, and soon after took my leave of Cornwall. 

Friday 19, In the evening I reached North-Moulton. 
But being wet and tired, and the people not having notice, I 
did not preach till the morning. A few, I found, stand stead- 
fast here also, though a neighbouring gendeman has threat- 
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sned tbem much, unless theywill leave this way, has turnfed 
osanyout of their "work, or farms, an^ headed the mob in 
person. 

On Saturday evening I preached at Tiverton, to a well 
Bfltablished people. 

Sunday 21, I rode to CoUumpton, where the Minister 
preached an excellent, practical sermon. At one I preaclied 
on the Parable of the Sower ; and about five in the Market- 
bouse at Tiverton. The congregation was larger than for 
MHne years. Yet all behaved as though they really desired 
to save their souls. 

Monday S2, It rained the greater part of the day, which 
lessened the congregation at Charlton. 

Tuesday 23, We walked up to Glastonbury towei^ 
which a gentleman is now repairing. It is the steeple of a 
Church, the foundation of which is still discernible. On the 
^est side of the tower there are niches for images, one of 
which, as big as the life, is still entire. The hill on which 
it stands is extremely steep, and of an uncommon height, so 
ttat it commands the country % on all sides, &s well as the 
Bristol Channel. I was weary enough when we came to 
Bristol ; but I preached till all my complaints were gone. 
And I had now a little leisure to sit still, and finish the 
Notes on the New Testament. 

Friday, October 3, I rode over to Pill, a place famous 
from generation to generation, even as Kingswood itself, 
for stupid, brutal, abandoned wickedness. But what is 
all the power of the world and the devil, when the day 
of God's power is come ? Many of the inhabitants now 
ieem desirous of turning from the power of Satan to God. 

Sunday 5, I preached on the south-west side of Bristol. I 
siii^;)ose a considerable part of the congregation had hardly 
ever heard a sermon in the open air before. But they were 
aU, rich and poor, serious and attentive. No rudeness is now 
at Bristol. 

Thursday 9, I preached on the Green, near Pill, to a 
large and serious congregation. It rained most of the 
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time; bat none went away, although there were many gen- 
teel hearers. 

Wednesday 15, I preached at Bath. Even here a few 
are joined together, and hope they shall be scattered no 
more. 

I dined with some serious persons, in a large, stately hoose, 
standing on the brow of a delightful hill. In this paradise 
they live, in ease, in honour, and in elegant abundance* 
And this they call retiring from the world! What would 
Gr^ory Lopez have called it ? 

In the evening the Society met at Bristol. I had desired 
again and again, that no person would come, who had not 
calmly and deliberately resolved to give himself up to Grod. 
But I believe not ten of them were wanting. And we now 
solemnly, and of set purpose, by our own free act and 
deed, jointly agreed to take the Lord for our Grod. I 
think it will not soon be forgotten: I hope, not to aD 
eternity. 

Monday 20, I left Bristol : and taking several Societies 
in the way, on Thursday S3, preached at Readiog. Several 
soldiers were there, and many more the next night, when I 
set before them the terrors of the Lord. And I scarcely 
ever saw so much impression made, on this dull, senseless 
people. 

Saturday 23, I reached London, notwithstanding all the 
forebodings of my friends, in, at least, as good health as I 
left it. 

Sunday 26, I entered upon my London duty, reading 
prayers, preaching, and giving the sacrament at Snows- 
fields in the morning : preaching, and giving the sacrament 
at noon at West-street Chapel : meeting the Leaders at 
three : burying a corpse at four : and preaching at five in 
the afternoon. Afterwards I met the Society, and con- 
cluded the day with a general Love-feast. 

Monday 27, We set out for Leigh, in Essex : but being 
hindered a little in the morning, the night came on without 
either moon or stars, when we were about two miles short of 
Raleigh. The ruts were so deep and uneven, that the horses 
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could scarcely stand , aud the chaise was continually in 
Sanger of overturning : so that my companions thought it 
best to walk to the town, though the road was both wet 
and dirty. Leaving them at Raleigh , I took horse again. 
It was so thoroughly dark, that we could not see our horses' 
heads. However, by the help of him, to whom the night 
diineth as the day, we hit every turning, and without go- 
ing a quarter of a mile out of our way, before nine came to 
Leigh. 

Wednesday 29, 1 returned to London. In my scraps of 
time, on this and two or three other days, 1 read over (what 
I had often heard much commended ) Lord Anson's Voyage. 
What pity he had not a better historian ! one who had eyes 
to see, and courage to own the hand of God. 

Thursday, November 5, Mr. Whitefield called upon me. 
Dtsputings are now no more. We love one another, and 
Join hand in hand, to promote the cause of our common 
Master. 

In the afternoon I buried the remains of Samuel Larwood, 
who died^of a fever on Sunday morning t deeply convinced 
«f his unfaithfulness, and yet hoping to find mercy. He had 
lately taken and repaired a building in Southwark, called 
by the venerable man who built it, Zoar. His executor 
offering it to me, on the evening of Friday 6, that solemn 
day, which we observed with fasting and prayer for our 
King and Country, I preached there to a large and quiet 
congregation : but most of them appeared wild enough. 
And such were we, till grace made the difference. 

Monday 10, I preached at the Wells : and I did not 
wonder, that God gave an uncommon blessing, to those 
who then assembled in his name, considering the difficulties 
they had broken through. The frost was very severe, ac- 
companied with such a fog, as perhaps the oldest man there 
never saw before. The lamps could not be seen across the 
street, and hardly the ground by those who had lights in 
their hands. Many lost their way, when they were just at 
their own doors. And it was almost as hard to breathe as to 
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«ee. How easy it is for Grod to punish a sinful nation, even 
without employing an arm of flesh ! 

Monday 17, As we were walking towards Wapping, the 
rain poured down with such violence, that we were obliged 
to take shelter till it abated. We then held on to Gravel- 
lane ; in many parts of which the waters were like a river. 
However, we got on pretty well, till the rain put out the 
candle in our lantern. We then were obliged to wade 
through all, till we came to the Chapel-yard. ' Just as we 
entered it, a little streak of lightning appeared in the South- 
west. There was likewise a small clap of thunder, and a 
vehement burst of rain, which rushed so plentifully through 
our shattered tiles, that the vestry was all in a float. Soon 
after I began reading pmyers, the lightning flamed all 
around it, and the thunder rolled just over our heads. 
When it grew louder and louder, perceiving many of the 
strangers to be much affrighted, I broke off the prayers, afi^ 
the Collect, " Lighten our darkness we beseech thee, O 
Lord," and began applying. The Lord sitteth above the 
tDoterfloods : the Lord remaineth a King for ener. Pre-^ 
sently the lightning, thunder, and rain ceased, and we had 
a remarkably calm evening. 

It was observed, that exactly at this hour, they were 
acting Mackbeth, in Drury-lane ; and just as the mock- 
thunder began, the Lord began to thunder out of heaven. 
For awhik it put them to a stand, but they soon took 
courage, and went on. Otherwise it might have been sus- 
pected, that the fear of God had crept into the very theatre ! 

Tuesday 18, We had a solemn Watch-night at Zoar. 

Wednesday S6, Being much importuned thereto, I 
wrote ^^ Serious Thoughts on the Earthquake at Lisbon : " 
directed, not as I designed at first, to the small vulgar, but 
the great : to the learned, rich, and honourable heathens, 
commonly called Christians. 

Tuesday, December S, I received a remarkable letter, 
part of which I have here subjoined : 

^^ It may seem strange, Sir, that I whom you have no 
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^personal knowledge of, should write with the freedom I am 
:siow going to take. But, I trust, you desire as much to in- 
struct, as I to be instructed. I have long laboured under a 
disease, which comes the nearest to that which is named 
scepticism. I rejoice at one time, in the belief, that the re- 
ligion of my country is true. But how transient my joy ! 
While my busy imagination ranges through nature, books 
and men, . I often drop into the horrible pit of Deism, and in 
vain bemoan my fall. The two main springs which alter- 
nately move my soul to these opposite opinions, are, First, 
Can it ^ that the great God of the boundless universe, con- 
taining many thousands of better worlds than this, should be- 
come incarnate here, and die on a piece of wood ? There 
I lose my belief of Christianity. 

^^ But, on the other hand I think. Well, let me examine 
the fitness of things which Deism boasts of: and certain it 
is, I discern nothing but beauty and wisdom in the inanimate 
parts of the creation. But how is the animate side of na^ 
ture ? It shocks me with powerful cruelty, and bleeding in- 
nocence. I cannot call the ed,rth (as Fontenelle does) 
* A great rolling globe, covered over with fools : * but 
rather, a great rolling globe, covered ov^r with slaughter- 
houses : where few beings can escape but those of the but- 
cher-kind, the lion, wolf, or tyger. And as to man himself, 
he is undoubtedly the supreme lord, nay, the uncontrolable 
tyrant of this globe. Yet survey him in a state of Deism, 
and I must pronounce him a very poor creature. He. is then 
a kind of Jack-catch, an executioner-general. He may, 
nay he must destroy, for his own subsistence, multitudes of 
beings that have done him no wrong. He has none of that 
heavenly power to restore life. And can he be fond of the 
permission to take it away ? One who like me, is subject 
to the tender passions, will never be proud of this. 

* No dying brute I Tiew in anguisa here, 
Biitirommy melting eye descends a tear.' 

The very beasts are entitled to my compassion : but who 
can express the anxieties I feel for the afflictions sustained 
by virtuous men, and my abhorrence of the cruel ? Yet in 
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Deism I can discern no reward for the one, or punishment 
for the other. On this view of things, the Castilian King 
might well say, * He could have directed Grod to amend 
his creation/ 

*^ I think upon the whole, the God of wisdom would not 
have made a world, so much in want of a Redeemer as this, 
and not give it one : therefore at present, I am again a 
Christian. O fliat the Son of God would confirm me His I 
As yet my soul is like a weather-beaten bird, that hovers 
over the great ocean, tired and afraid of dropping : death 
and eternity are ready to receive it, the pleasant land is out 
of sight, hid by fogs and mists, and the way unknown, to 
gain the happy groves* 

" I was formerly apt to mention niy scepticism, both to 
Clergymen and Laymen, with a view of lessening the evil : 
but they rather increased it. Few Clergymen cared to dis- 
course on the subject : and if they did, they generally ex- 
pected, that a few weak reasons should eradicate at once 
strong and deep-rooted prejudices. And most Laymen dis- 
covered an utter ignorance of the religion they pretended to 
believe ; and looked upon me as if I had the plague, for 
owning I did not believe it. What method could I take ? 
I long avoided speaking of religion to any but its great Au- 
thor : who, I hope, has, at last, led me to one that is capable 
of removing my spiritual darkness. May the Giver of all 
goodness reward you in that day, when ( according to the 
prophet Daniel ) the wise shall shine as the brightness of 
the Jirmamenty and they that turn many to righteousness^ 
as the stars for ever! " 

Friday 13, As I was returning from Zoar, I came, as 
well as usual to Moorfields, but there my strength entirely 
failed, and such a faintness and weariness seized me, that it 
was with difficulty I got home. I could not but think, how 
happy it would be ( suppose we were ready for the Bride- 
groom ) to sink down and steal away at once, without any 
of the hurry and pomp of dying ! Yet it is happier still, to 
glorify God in our death, as well as our life. 
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About this time I received a serious, sensible letter, the 
substance of vhich was as follows : 

*^ Scarcely any nation passes a century, without some re- 
markable fluctuation. How should it be otherwise? For 
how can that be perpetually stable, wherein man, full of 
Instability, is principally concerned ? It is certain, there- 
bre, that all the quiet in a nation is ordered by divine wis- 
dom : as all the confusions and convulsions are permitted 
by divine justice. Let us view the present state of Great 
Britain in this light : resting assured, that all which befalls 
us, is intended to promote our good, in this world, and that 
which is to come. 

** This land is ripe for judgments. How few are there 
herein, who ever intend to please God in all they do ? And 
all besides are subjects of divine wrath. For all who live 
without any regard to God, are wilful sinners again^ God^ 
and every hour liable to the stroke of his offended justice. 

^^ And what shall these do, when visited by the sword, 
the plague, the famine, or the furious elements ? O that 
they would turn to God, through the Saviour of sinners ! 
Surdy then they would find mercy ! Yea, and probably 
see the salvation of God, even in the land of the living. 

^^ But what shall the Christians do in the time of public 
calamities ! Be still ; look up, and follow Providence. 
Be still, O my soul, in the midst of tumults and the distress 
of nations. Take no comfort in any thing but in the con- 
sciousness of divine love. Listen to his voice, and quietly 
wait to see the hand of God over all. If you are uncertain 
what to do, look up and expect wisdom from above. If you 
fear, look up for courage and faith, to act well on all occa- 
sions. If the sword is at your throat, look up for submis- 
sion to the wise and gracious will of God. Look up for power 
to pray without ceasing, and in every thing to give thanks. 
Follow Providence. Do not run before, but after the hand 
that leads the simple-hearted, with a steady attention, and 
a determinate purpose to do what is pleasing to him. 

'^ But what shall the Christians do, if the storm come, 
if our country be actually invaded ? The general answer 
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must b^ the same, Be still; look up; follow Piovideoce* 
A particular answer it i& hard to give yet. Only so fiur one 
may say, 1, We must take great care of our spirits* If we 
sink into the world's fears or joys, we shall lose oar hold 
on God. The spirit of the Christians and the spirit <^ the 
world are entirely different* They can never agree in what 
appertains to the work of Grod, either in his dispensations of 
grace or justice. S, Every one should deeply consida 
what he is called to. Some may think it wouM be a sin to 
defend themselves. Happy are they, if they can refrain 
from judging or condemning those that are of a different 
persuasion. Certain it is, some have fought and died in a 
just cause, with a conscience void of offence. To some 
therefore it may be matter of duty, to repel the common eoe^ 
my. 3, They who believe they are called to this, should 
proceed in all things in a Christian spirit. They should, if 
possible, join in one body. They should endeavour to avmd 
trifling company and conversation. They .should learn the 
exercise with prayers and hynms. But who of us is raiScient 
for these things ? " 

Sunday 14, The minds of many people being deeply af- 
fected with a prospect of public calamities, I explained 
those comfortable words in the first lesson, Isa. xxvi. SO, 
Come^ my 'people^ enter thou into thy chambers^ and shut 
thy doors about thee : hide thy self y as it were^ for a Utile 
moment^ until the indignation be overpast. 

. Tuesday 16, I set out for Lewisham, appointing one to 
meet me with my horse at the Stones«end : but he mistook 
his way, and so left me to walk on, in my boots and great 
coat. When I came within a quarter of a mile of Lewisham* 
bridge, a coach drove swiftly by me. I wondered why the 
coachman stopped, till he called, and desired me to come 
up to him. The reason then appeared : the low grounds 
were quite covered with water, so that I could not have at- 
tempted to reach the bridge, without hazarding my life. 

Tuesday 23, I was in the robe-chamber, adjoining the 
house of Lords, when the King put on his robes* His brow 
was much furrowed with age, and quite clouded with care. 



3AK. 1756.] BBY. JOHN Wesley's JouaiTAL. 825 

And is this all the world can give even to a King ? All the 
grandeur it can afford.? A blanket of ermin round his 
■houlderS) so heavy and cumbersome, he can scarcely move 
under it ! A^ huge heap of borrowed hair, with a few plates 
(^gold and glittering stones upon his head ! Alas, what a 
banble is human greatness ! And even this will not endure ! 
CSover the head with ever so much hair and gold : yet 

SeU te Proserphia canumf 
PtntHom CMpiti detrahet ilia iuo. 

January 1^ 1756, We had a large congregation at four 
in the morning. How much are men divided in their ex- 
pectations, concerning the ensuing year f Will it bring a 
laige harvest of temporal calamities ; or of spiritual bless- 
ings? Perhaps of both : of temporal afflictions preparatory 
to spiritual blessings. 

Monday 5, This week I wrote ^^ An Address to the 
Clergy : " which, considering the situation of public affiiirs, 
I ju(%ed would be more serviceable and more easily borne, 
Ht this time tlian at any other. 

Wedn^ay 14, Mr. Walsh vnrote to me as follows : 

■^^ REV. AND VEEY D^AR SIR, 

<^ In Mr, Booker's letter are many palpable falsehoods. 
But what exasperated him so, he does not tell. It was my 
opposing his Arian principles : my telling him, I had the 
same arguments to prove the Divinity of Christ, as to prove 
the Godhead of the Father. 1, The Father is called God, 
bill so is the Son, Isa. ix. 6. S, The Father is called 
can^ii} so is the Son, Hos. i. 7. The Father is called 
itrr I so is the Son, Jer. xxiii. Q. 3, The Father is said to 
be from everlasting i so the Son is called n^^ti, Isa. ix. 6. 
Sotf the everlasting Sire ; but the Father or Author of 
EtemUt/, 4, The Father is said to create all things : so is 
the Son^ Jo. i. S, and Col. i. 16. 5, The Father is said to be 
Omnipresent : so is the Son, Matt, xviii. 20. 6, The Father 
is omniscient : so is the Son, Rev. ii. 23. 7, The Father for- 
g^yes sins : so does the Son, Mark ii. 10. 8^ The Father is 
Judge of all : so is the Son. 

YQhi III, Q 



4S6 KEY. JOHN Wesley's journal. [jAir«r 17561 

' ^^ But ^till he disputed, nrhether any man should piay to 
Christ; I*. gave these reasons for iU 1^ All men are bound 
to honour the Son, as they honour the Father. But we 
lure to honour the Father, by praying to him : Therefore, 
we should 80 honour the Son. 2, God commands, Let all 
$he angels of'Crodvoorship him. This is done, ReY. v. 13. 
And it is certain, praise and thanksgiving are superior ia-» 
ther than inferior to prayer. 3, St. Paul prayed to him, 
2 Cor. xii. 8, 9. 4, St. Stephen prayed to him. Acts vii. 
S9. < The woid, Gody is not in the Original.) 5, All be* 
lievers in the Apostolic age prayed to him, 1 Cor. i. 8 
For what is to call upon his name, but to pray to him ? 

^^ When he could not answer these reasons, he called 
them cantf and said, Much learning has made thee mad* 
What he calls ^contempt,' was confronting him with 
Scripture and reason, in defence of the Godhead xy[ Christ. 
I acknowledge, I have been an opposer of Arianism ever 
since I knew what I was : but especially since my late ill- 
ness, during which I had such glorious evidences of the 
eternal power and Godhead (^ my great Redeemer. I bless 

€rod, I love Mr. B as well as all numkind : But it 

grieves me to see the people led in the high road to hell, , in- 
stead of heaven : especially at a time which calls upon all 
to awake, and prepare to meet their God.^^ 

Saturday 17, and in the spare hours of the following days, 
I readover Mr. Pipe's PAifosop/iia Sacra, a Treatise admi- 
rably well written, by an ingenious man, who says all that 
can be said, for Mr. Hutchinson's hypothesis. But it is 
only an hypothesis stUl : much supposition, and little 
proof. 

Monday 26, I rode to Canterbury, and preached in the 
evening to such a congregation as I never saw there before; 
in which was abundance of the soldiers, and not a few of 
their officers. 

Wednesday 28, I preached about noon at Dover, to a 
very serious, but small congr^ation. We afterwards 
walked up to the Castle, on the top of a mountain. It is an 
amazingly fine situation. And from hence we had a clear 
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^ew of that vast piece of the cliff, which a few days ago, 
ma» divided from the rest, and fell down upon the beach. 

Fridny 30, In returning to London, I read the Life of 
the late Czar, Peter the Great. Undoubtedly he was a 
Soldier, a General and a Statesman, scarcely inferior to any. 
But why was he called a Christian ? What has Christianity 
lo do either with deep dissimulation or savage cruelty ? 

Friday, February 6, The fast'^day was a glorious day : 
such as London has scarcely seen since the Restoration^ 
Every Church in the City was more than full : And a solemn 
seriousness sat on every face. Surely God heareth the 
prayer: and there will yet be a lengthening of our 
tranquillity. 

* Even the Jews observed this day with a peculiar so- 
lemnity. The form of prayer, which was used in their 
Synagogue, began, ^ Come, and let us return unto the 
Lord ; for he bath torn and he will heal us :' And con- 
cluded with those remarkable words : ^ Incline the heart 
of our ..sovereign Lord King George, as well as the hearts 
of his Lords and Counsellors, to use us kindly, and all 
our brethren, the children of Israel : That in his days and 
in our days, we may see the restoration (^ Judah, and that 
Israel may dwell in safety, and the Redeemer may come to 
Zimi. May it be thy will ! And we all say. Amen.' 
. Monday 33, 1 paid another visit to Canterbury, but came 
in too late to preach. 

Tuesday S4f, Abundance of soldiers and many oiBceis came 
Id the preaching. And surely the fear and love dT God will 
{yrepare them either for death or victoiy. 

Wednesday 26, I dined with Col. — • , who said, 

^ No men fight like those who fear God : I had rather com« 
mand five hundred such, than any regiinent in his Majesty's 
army." 

Thursday 22, I had so severe a cold, that I could 
hardly speak to be . heard. However, I preached morning 
ismd evening as I could, and the next day returned to 

London. 

q2 



Monday, March 1, 1 set out for Bristol. Some time afler, 
I received the copy of another letter, dated March 2, fiom 
the Rev. Mr. Davies in Virginia, part of which I have 
subjoined : 

'^ When the books arrived, I gave pnUic notice after 
sermon, and desired such nc^oes as could read, and such 
white people as would make good use of them, and were 
not able to buy, to come to my house. Fcht some time 
after, the poor slaves, whenever they could get an hour's 
leisure, hurried away to me, and received them with all the 
genuini^ indications of passionate gratitude. All the books 
were very acceptable, but none more so than the Pinlma 
and Hymns, wliich enabled them to gratify their peculiar 
taste for psalmody. Simdry of them lodged all night in my 
kitchen. And scMuetimes when I have awaked, at two or 
three in the morning, a torrent of sacred psalmody has 
poured into my chamber. In this exercise some of them 
spend the whole night. 

^^ The good effects of this charity are already iftpiaeuL 
It convinces the heathen, that however careless i^^at re* 
ligion the generality of the white people are, yet ther^ 
are some, who think it a matter o( importance. It has 
excited some of their masters to emulation, and they are 
ashamed, that strangers on the other side of the Atlantic 
ocean, should be at such pains to teach their domestics, 
while themselves are n^ligent about it. Such of the 
negroes as can read already, are evidently improving in 
knowledge. It has excited othen to learn to read : Fcnt as 
I give books to none but such as can read, they consider 
them as a reward for their industry. And I am told, that 
in almost every house in my congr^ation, and in many 
other places, they spend every leisure hour, in endeavour* 
ing to learn. Many do this, from a sincere desire to know 
the will of God. And if some should do it from the 
meaner principle of vanity or curiosity, yet I cannot but 
rejoice, that it renders them the more capable of receiving 
instructi<m. To all this I may add, that the very distribut- 
ing these books, gives me an oppcnrtunity c^ speaking 
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•erioudy, and with particular application to many who 
would not otherwise come in my way, 

^^ There are thousands of negroes in this colony, who 
ttill continue in the grossest ignorance, and are as rank 
PlBgans now, as they were in the wilds of Africa. Not a 
few of these are within the bounds of my congregation; 
But an are not of this character. Upon some my ministry 
of late has been successful. Two Sundays ago, I had 
the pleasrure of seeing forty black faces at the Lord's table, 
•everal of whom give unusual evidence of their sincerity' 
in rdigion. Last Suiiday, I baptized seven or eight, who 
kad been catechised for some time. Indeed many of them 
^ipeared determined to press into the kingdom, and I am 
posuaded will find an abundant entrance,- when many of 
the children of the kingdom are shut out. 

^^ I have distributed some of the books among the poor 
white people, with a charge to circulate them among such 
of their neighbours, as would seriously read them, that they 
might tM as extensively serviceable as possible. And some 
•f ttenl have since discovered to me, what solemn im- 
pressions they received in reading them. 

<^ I sent a few of each sort to my friend Mr. Wright^ 
minister of Cumberland, about ninety miles hence, where 
lliere are not a few n^roes thoughtful about Christianity^ 
and sundry real converts. And he informs me they have 
met with a very agreeable and promising reception. He 
fakes much pains in instructing them, and has set up two or 
tibree schools among them i where they attend on Sundays, 
befell and after sermon: for they have no other leisure 
Hme." 

Wednesday 3, I found Bristol all in a flame, voters 
and non-voters being ready to tear each other in pieces. 
I had not recovered my voice, so as either to preach, or 
speak to the whole Society : but I desired those members 
who were freemen, to meet me by themselves ; whom I 
mildly and lovingly informed how they ought to act, in 
tiiis hour of temptation. And I believe the far greater 
part of them Eeceived, and profited .by the advice. 
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Thursday 11, I rode to Pill, and preached to a large 
and attentive congregation. A great part of them were 
«ea-faring men. In the middle of my discourse, a press- 
gang landed from a man-of-war, and came up to the place : 
But after they had listened awhile, they went quietly by, 
and molested no body. 

Monday 15, I rode to the Old Passage: but finding 
we could not pass, went to Purton, which we reached about 
four in the afternoon. But we were no nearer still : For the 
boat-men lived on the other side, and the wind was so high, 
we could not possibly make them hear. However we deter- 
mined to wait a while : and in a quarter of an hour, they 
came of their own accord. We reached Colefbrd befinre 
seven, and found a plain, loving people, who received the 
word of Grod with all gladness. 

Tuesday 16, Exapiining the little Sk>ciety, I found them 
grievously barrassed by disputatious Baptists on one side, and 
Quakers on the other. And hereby five or six persmis have 
been conftised: but the rest cleave so much the closer 
together. Nor does it appear, that there is now one trifler^ 
much less a disorderly walker among them. 

Wednesday 17, I learned the particulars of that surpris- 
ing storm, which was here the year befi>re last. It b^aii 
near Cheltenham^ on June 14, 1754, and passed on over 
Coleford, in a line about three miles broad It was raia 
mixed with hail. The hail broke all the windows it bad ac- 
cess to, stripped all the trees both of fruit and leaves, and de- 
stroyed every green thing. Many of the stones were as large 
as hen-eggs ; some were fourteen or fifteen inches ronod. 
The rain occasioned such a torrent of water in the street, 
as bore away man and beast. A mile or two farther it jomed 
with the waters of a mill-dam, which it broke down, and 
carried away several houses. How frequent would accidents 
of this kind be, if chance, not God, governed the world? 

Thursday IS, We rode through hard rain to Brecknock, 
and came just at the hour appointed tor preachii^. The 
Town-hall, in which 1 was desired to preach, is a large 
and commodious place ; and the whole coogr^ation ( one 
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poor gentlemsm excepted) behaved with seriousness and 
decency. 

. Friday 19, I rode over to Howell Harris, at Trevecka^ 
tho' not knowing how to get any further. But he helped 
US out of our difficulties j offering to send one with us, who 
would shew us the way, and bring our horses back. So I 
then determined to go on to Holyhead^ after spending a day 
fxr two at Brecknock. 

Saturday 20, It being the day appointed for the Justices 
md Commissioners to meet,, the town was extremely fiill. 
And curiosity (if no better motive) brought most of the gen** 
flemen to the preaching. Such another opportunity could 
not have been, of speaking to all the rich and great of the 
county : and they all appeared to be serious and attentive. 
Perhaps one or two may lay it to heart. 

Sunday SI, I delayed preaching till nine, for the sake 
rf the tender and delica^te ones. At two we had nearly the 
:whole town, and God reserved the great blessing for the 
last. Afterwards we rode to Trevecka : but our^ guide 
was ill. . So in the morning we set out without him. 

Before I talked with him myself, I wondered H. Harris 
did not go out and preach as usual. But he now informed 
me, he preached till he could preach no longer, his consti- 
tution being entirely broken. While he was thus confined, 
iie was pressed in spirit, to build a large house, though he 
knew not why or for whom. But as soon as it was built, 
men, women, and children, without his seeking, came to 
it from all parts of Wales* And except in the case of the 
Orphan-house at Halle, I never heard of so many signal in- 
torpositions of divine Providence. 

Monday S3, It continued fair, till we came to Builth, 
where I preached to the usual congregation. Mr. Phillips 
ihen guided us to Royader, about fourteen English miles. 
It snowed hard behind us and on both sides, but not at all 
where we were. 

Tuesday 23, When we took horse, there was nothing 
to be seen but a waste of white, the . snow covering both 
hills and vales. As we could see no path, it was not with- 
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out much difficulty, as well as danger, that we went en. 
But between seven and eight the sun broke out, ajod tbe 
(now began to melt. So we thought all our difficulty was 
over, till about nine the snow fell faster than ever. In an 
hour, it changed into hail, which, as we rode over tl^ 
mountains, drove violently in our (s^ces* About twdlve this 
turned into hard rain, followed by an impetuous wind* 
However, we pushed on thro* all, and befinre sun-^^ came 
to DolgeUy. 

Here we found every thing we wanted, exc^ sleep, of 
which we were deprive by a company ci drunken, roaring 
sea-captains, who kept possession of the room baieath us, 
till between two and three in the morning. So that we did 
not take horse till after six : and then we could make no 
great speed, the frost being exceedingly sharp, and much ice 
in the road. Hence we were not able to reach Tannabull^ 
till between eleven and twelve. An honest Wdshmaahere 
gave us to know (though he spdke no English) that he was 
just going over the sands. So we hastened on with liim, 
and by that mean came in good time to Caemarvoiu 

Here we passed a quiet and comfortable night, and 
took horse about six in the morning. Supposing, after we 
had rode nearly an hour, that a little house on the other 
side was the ferry-house, we went down to the water, and 
called amain : but we could not procure any answer. In 
the mean time it began to nun hard, though the wind was 
extremely high. Finding* none would come ovtf , we went 
to a little Church, which stood aear, for shells. We had 
waited about an hour, when a woman and giil came into 
the Church-yard, whom I did not mind, supposing they 
could speak no English. They were following a sheep, 
which ran close to us. I then asked, ^^ Is not this JBaldon 
ferry ? " The girl answered, " Baldon ferry ! No. The 
ferry is two miles ftirther.'* So we might have called long 
enough. When we came to Baldon, the wind fell, the 
sky cleared up, the boat came over without dday, and 
soon landed us in Anglesea. On our way to Hdyhead, 
one met and informed us, the F^ket sailed the night befiMe. 
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I said, <^ Perhaps it may carry me, for all that/' So we 
poshed on and came thither in the afternoon The Packet 
did sail the night before, and got more than h^lf the seas 
over r but the -wind turning against them and blowing hard^ 
they were glad to get back this afternoon. 

I scarcely ever remember so violent a storm as ^ew all 
the night long. The wind continued contrary the next 
day. 

Sunday S7, About nine in the morning, I spent some 
time with a few serious people, and gave notice of preach* 
ing at four in the afternoon, as soon as the evening service 
was ended. It began soon after three : ten minutes before 
imr, Mr. E. began catechising the children in Welsh. I 
stayed till after five. As there was ho sign of his conclud* 
iBg, I then went home, and found the people waiting ; to 
whom I expounded those solemn words. Watch andprt^j/. 
MUxBoySf that ye may be counted worthy to escape all these 
things which are coming upon the earth» 
- Monday S9, We left the harbour about twelve, having 
SIX CMT seven officers, and abundance of passengers on boajrd. 
The wind was full west, and there was great probability of 
a- stormy night. So it was judged best, to put back : but 
fme gentleman making a motion, to try a little longer, in a 
short time brought all over to his opinion. So tkey agreed 
to go out, and " look for a wind." 

The wind continued westerly all the night. Nevertheless, 
in the morning we were within two leagues of Ireland ! Be- 
tween nine and ten I landed at Hoath, and walked on for 
Dublin. The congregation in the evening was such as I 
never saw here before. I hope this idso is a token for 
good. 

- Wednesday 31, In conversing with many, I was sur^^ 
prised to find, that all Irjdand is in perfect safety ! Nono 
heice has any more sipprehension of an invasion, than of be^ 
ing swallowed up in the sea : every one being absolutely as* 
fiiured, that the French dare not attempt any such thing ! 

Thursday, April 1, I bought one ot two books at Mr, 
Smith's, on t}ie Blind Quay* I wwted ^hang^ fpr a guL* 
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nea, but be could not give it ; so I borrowed some silver of 
my companion. The next evenings a young gentleman 
came from Mr. Smith, to tell me, I had 1^ a guinea on 
his counter. Such an instance of honesty I have rarely met 
with, either in Bristol or London. 

Saturday 4, I went to the CoU^e Chapel, at which 
about forty persons were present. Dr. K. preached a plaia, 
practical sermon, after which the.sacrament was adnunis* 
tered. I never saw so much decency at any Chapel in Ox- 
ford, no, not even at Lincoln-College. Scarcely any person 
stirred, or coughed, or spit, from the beginning to the end 
j>t the service. 

In the evening our house was crowded above and below : 
yet many were obliged to stand without. The whole con* 
gregation appeared stayed and solid. Do even the people 
of Dublin know the day of their visitation ? 

Monday 5, Enquiring for one whom I saw three or four 
days ago in the height of a vicdent pleurisy, I found he was 
perfectly recovered, and returned into the country* A 
brimstone-plaister, in a few minutes, took away both the 
pain and the fever. O, why will Physicians play with the 
lives of their patients ! Do not others (as weU as old Dr. 
Cockbum) know, that ^^ no end is answered by bleeding in 
a pleurisy, which may not be much better answered with- 
out it ? " 

To-night the sleepers here began to open their eyes, it 
being rumoured, that an express was come to the Lord 
Lieutenant, to inform him, ^^ The French were hastening 
their preparations, being determined to land in Ireland." 
And so they will — if God give them leave : but he has 
the reins in his own hand. 

Tuesday 6, One was informing me of an eminent instance 
of the power of faith. ^' Many years ago," said she, ^' I 
fell and sprained my ankle, so that I never expected it 
would be quite well. Seven jrears since last September, I 
was coming home from the preaching in a very dark nighty 
and stumbling over a piece of wood, fell with the whole 
weight of my body upon my lame foot. I thought^ ' O Lord, 
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I shall not be able to hear thy word again for many weeks.' 
Immediately a voice went through my heart, ^Name the 
name of Christ, and thou shalt stand.' I leaped up, and 
stretched out my foot, and said, ^ Lord, Jesus Christ, I 
name thy name, let me stand.' And my pain ceased ; and 
I stood up : and my foot was as strong as ever." 

Friday 9, I spent an hour with Dr. F , a sensible, 

agreeable man. He said, ^^ Six weeks ago, the — — iuf 
formed the Lord L , that he had express orders from 
his Majesty, to put this kingdom into a posture of defence^ 
against the intended invasion. And he was empowered tp 
jraise what men he pleased. And nothing has ever been 
done since. So that we conclude the whde to be a grimace, 
a mere trick of state." 

Sunday ll, I met about a hundred children, who were 
catechised publicly twice a week. Thomas Walsh began 
this some mcmths ago ; and the fruit of it appears already. 
What a pity, that all our preachers in every place, have 
not the zeal and wisdom to follow his example ! 
^ Tuesday 13, I breakfasted with one of the most lovely 
old men I ever saw, John Garret, a Dutphman by birth, 
and a speaker among the Quakers. 

Thence we went to a poor, dying backslider. When we 
came in, he was crying to God out of the deep : but be* 
fore we left him, his heaviness was gone, and he desired 
nothing but to be with Christ. 

Wednesday 14, I looked over a celebrated book, ^^ The 
Fable of the Bees." Till now I imagined there had never 
appeared in the world such a book as the works of M achi* 
avel : but Dr. Mandeville goes far beyond it. The Italian 
only recommends a few vices, as useful to some particular 
men, and on some particular occasions : but the English- 
man loves and cordially recommends vice of every kind ', 
not only as useful now and then, but as absolutely necessary y 
at all times for all communities ! Surely Voltaire would 
hardly have said so much ! And even Mr. Sandiman could 
not have said more ! 
^ April 16, Being Good-friday, nearly four hundred of the 
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Society met, to follow the example of their bfethroi in Eng- 
land, and renew their covenant with Grod. It was a solemn 
hour. Many mourned before God, and many were com« 
fbited. 

In the following week all our pieachers met. I never 
before found such unanimity among them. Th^ a;q[)eaied 
now to be not only of one heart, but likewise of one mind 
and judgment. 

Sunday S5, One of the Germans stumbled in, while I 
was expounding, Is Christ the minister of sin ? For a time 
she seemed greatly diverted. But the application spoiled 
her mirth. She soon hung down her head, and felt the dif« 
ference between the chaff and the wheat. 

Monday 36, I set out for Cork, purposing to see as 
many Societies as I could in the way. In the afternoon I 
came to Eden-derry, where the little Society have built a 
commodious preaching-house. I had designed to preftdi 
abroad ; but the keen north wind drove us into the hoose. 
The congregation (though they had no pre^oua nolioe) 
filled it from end to end : but some of them fiaimd it too 
hot, and hurried out, while I applied. Ye must be horn 
again* 

About this time I received the lEbllowing letter : 

" REV. SIR, 

^^ I ONCE, through the influence of those about me, 
was ready to join the conmion cry against yon, not know- 
ing what I did. But since, by hearing your discourses 
with some of Mr. Walsh's ; and by reading your Seimoiis 
and Appeals, I have learned a better lesson. I have lean- 
ed, that true Christianity consists, not in a set of opinimis, 
or of forms and ceremonies ; but in holiness of heart and 
life, in a thorough imitation of our Divine Master. And 
thk 1 take to be the doctrine of the Church of England, nor 
do I apprehend you differ from her at all in doctrine. And 
I am grieved to know, you have too much cause to diSer 
from many of her present Clergy. Why then should I cavil 
with you for feeding those sheep, that are starved by their 
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own shepherds ? For endeavouring to recorer Hkem from 
their stHpid lethar^ and open wickedness, which involve 
the generality of mankind ? Tiiis is your happiness : would 
to Grod it could be mine ! . I have ofien had a strong desire 
for it 'y and would now gladly dedicate my life to it, if my 
poor abilities and mean education, together with the tw^tyr 
third Article of our Church, did jnot crush the thought. 
However, as I do not see you vary frojn the doctrine of 
the Church, I should not scruple to join with you. My' 
chief motives ( beside that strong desire) are. First; I re« 
fleet,, there is scarcely a station in life, at least in the trading 
world, without its attendant frauck, or vices, which are 
now scarcely separable from it. Secondly ; I am at present 
of no use in society : so that on account of any advantage 
which now accrues from me to the public, I need not scru- 
ple giving mjrself to my darling employment. Thirdly ; I 
am convinced, a man may instruct and reform himself, by 
instructing and reforming others. But may I attempt thi» 
otherwise than by the ordinary md.hod of admitting la« 
bourers into the Lord's vineyard ? Your thoughts on this 
subject would be received as a singular favour : for which I 
shall impatiently wait, who am. Rev. Sir, 

^^ Your affectionate and ready servant." 

Wednesday 28, I rode to Tullamore ; where one of the 
Society, Edward Wallis, gave me a very surprising ac- 
count of himself. He said, " When I was about twenty 
yeass old, I w^nt to Waterford for business. After a few 
weeks I resolved to leave it, and packed up my things, in 
order to set out the next morning. This was Sunday ; but 
my Landlord pressed me much not to go till the next day. 
In . the afternoon we walked out together, and went into the 
river. After a while, leaving him near the shore, I struck 
out into the deep. I soon heard a cry, and turning, saw 
him rising and sinking in the channel of the river. I swam 
back with all speed, and seeing him sink again, dived down 
after him. When 1 was near the bottom^ he clasped his 
%na round my neck^ and held me so &st that I could not 



SS8 RET. JOHK Wesley's jouhkal. [may* 1756.' 

rise. Seeing death before me, all my sins came into my 
mind, and I faintly called for mercy. In awhile my senses 
went, and I thought I was in a place full of light and 
glory, with abundance of people. While I was thus, be 
who held me died, and I floated up to the top of the water. 
I then immediately came to myself, and swam to the riiore, 
where several stood who had seen us sink, and said, ^ They 
never knew such a deliverance before ; for I had bee&mider 
the water full twenty minutes.' It made me more serious 
for two or three months. Then I retnmed to all my sins. 

^^ But in the midst of all, I had a voice following me 
every where, ^ When an able minister of the Grospel comes, 
it will be well with thee? ' Some years after, I entered into 
the army : our troop lay at Phillips-Town, when Mx. W. 
came. I was much affected by his preaching, but not so 
as to leave my sins. The voice followed me still s and- 
Vhen Mr. J. W. came, before I saw him I had an un- 
speakable conviction, that he was the man I lodced for :' 
and, soon after, I found peace with God, and it was wdl 
with me indeed." 

Thursday 29, I preached on one side the Maiket-^ace, 
to a numerous congregation. I was afterwards invited by 
some of the officers, io spend an hour with them at the Bar- 
racks. It, at least, freed them Trom prejudice against the 
present work of God, if it answered no farther end. 

Friday 30, I was pressed to turn aside to Athlooe, a 
gentlewoman of Barbadoes, who was obliged to ^urn thi<^ 
ther shortly, having a great desire to see me. So I went to 
Athlone, and spent one or two hours in close conversation 
with her and her husband. We had a comfortable meeting 
in the evening ; and most of the gentry in the town were 
present : but who can warn them to flee from the wrath to 
come ? They are increased in goods and need nothing ! 

Saturday, May 1, I rode to Birr, through rain, hail, 
and snow, such as is usual on the first of January. I had 
designed to preach abroad ; but the wind was too sharp to 
be borne either by me or the people. 

Stmday 2, We rode to Mountmellick. About fiVe I 
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pleached in the Market-place. I was on the point of con- 
cluding when a violent storm came. Till then the bottles 
of heaven were stayed. 

Tnes^aj 4, We rode to. Portarlington : where, on 
Wednesday 5, at the desire of several who coidd not at- 
tend the early preaching, I preached in the Assembly-room 
at ten, on Ye must be boni again. Many of the best in 
the town (so called) were present, and seemed not a little 
amazed. Many more came in the ev^iing, among whom I 
found an unusual liberty of spirit. For the present, most of 
them seemed much affected : but how soon will the thorns 
grow up ? 

Thursday 6, I rode to Kilkenny. One of the dragoons, 
who were quartered here, soon found us out. A iew both 
of the army and of the town, are joined, and constantly 
meet together. I preached in the Barracks, in one of 
the officer's rooms. Still, in Ireland, the first call is to 
the soldiery. 

Friday 7, We rode to Waterford, where, after preach^- 
ing, I earnestly exhorted the Society, to love as brethren. 
On the same subject I preached in the morning, and spent 
great part of the day, in striving to remove misunderstand- 
ings and offences. It was not lost Is^bour. Six and twenty 
were left in the morning : before night seven and fifty were 
joined together. 

T. Wakh preached at five : but the room being too small 
they were obliged to go into the yard. In the evening we 
had high and low, rich and poor, both in the yard and ad- 
joining gardens. There seemed now to be a general call 
to this city. So I thought it best the next morning, Mon- 
day 10,^ to leave Mr. Walsh there, while I went forward 
to Clonmell, the pleasantest town beyond all comparison, 
which I have seen in Ireland. It has four broad, straight 
streets of well built houses, which cross each other in the 
centre of the town. Close to the walls, on the south side, 
runs a broad, clear river. Beyond this rises a green and 
fruitful mountain, and hangs over the town. The vale 
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runs many miles both east and urest, and it Js yrtXL cbUh 
vated througboat. 

I preached at five in a large loft, capable of. containing 
five or six hundred people : but it was not foil ; many 
being afraid of its falling, as another did some years before; 
by which several of the heaiers were so muck hmt^ and 
one so bruised, that she died in.a few days. . 

Tuesday 11, I was at a loss where to {Hreadi, the per<» 
son wh6 owned the lofl refhsing to let me preach tbeie, or 
even in the yard below. And the Commandiiig officer be- 
ing asked for the use of the Barrack-yard, answered, ^^ It 
is not a proper place. Not ( said he ) that I have any 
objection to Mr. Wesley. I will hear him if Jie prAch 
under the gallows/' It remained, to preach ia the street) 
and by this mean the congregation wa3 more than double^. 
Both the officers and soldiers gave great atjtentioB^ till a poor 
man, special drunk, came marching dowR the- street, at- 
tended by a popish mob, with a club in one hand, and a 
large cleaver in the other, grievously cursing and blaipbinn- 
ing ; and swearing — he would cut off the preacher's 
head. It was with difficulty that I restrained the troopers, 
especially them that were not of the society. When he 
came nearer, the May9r stept out of the congregation, and 
strove by good words to make him quiet ; but he could 
not prevail : on which he went into his house, and return- 
ed with his white wand. At the same time he sent for 
two Constables, who presently came with their ftaves. He 
charged them not to strike the man, unless he struck first: 
but this he did immediately, as soon as they came within 
his reach, and wounded one of them in the wrist. On this 
he knocked him down, which he did three times, before he 
would submit. The Mayor then walked before, the Con- 
stables on either hand, and conducted him to gaol. 

Wednesday 12, In the evening I preached in the new 
house at Cork, very near as large as that in Dublin ; and 
far better finished in every respect, though at four hundred 
pounds less expense. 

Mottday 17, Walking up the Red-house Walk (which 
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rons betweeti twQ rows of meadowS) with the river winding 
through them, and a chain of fruitful hills on the right hand 
and on the left) I saw the plain reason, why strangers 
usually complain of the unwholesomeness of the water in 
Cork. Many women were filling vessels with the river 
water, (which is that commonly used in the City, for tea 
and most other purposes) when the tide was at the height* 
Now although this is not salt, yet it cannot but affect both 
tke stomach and bowels of tender persons. 

Wednesday 19, I preached in the evening on Christ 
cruc^dy to the- Jews a stumbling-block and to tbe^ Greek$ 
fooHshneH : while I wa$ speaking, a gentleman in the gal« 
lei[y, cried out with a loud voice, and swore to it, ^^ I am 
of the Church : I stand up for the Church : I will shed my. 
mood ftnr the Church." But finding n<»ie to contradict him, 
lie sat down, and I finished my discourse. 

Tbnrsdity SO, One came in a great consternation, to in<« 
form iis^ Capt^- F. (the gentleman who spoke) was raising 
a iDob against the evenings This report spread up and 
down, lemd greatly increased the congregation. But no, 
D|ob aj^peared, nor was there any disturbance, but such a 
bfessii^ ais we have seldcmi found : I suppose in answer to 
tbe.prayetd of many, who had been earnei^tly prying unto. 
God. 

On Sunday last I was desired by one \o call pn her dying 
father, tho' she said he was speechless and senseless. Biit 
as soon as I appke, he appeared sensible : while we prayed, 
he recovered Us speech. The next day he was ablQ io ■. 
walk abroad, but continued deeply seriouif. On Friday. SI, 
his illness returned, and he lay down and died in pe&ce. 

Monday S4,; J pre^hed ifi the Market-place at Kinsale. 
. Tu^ay 25, I Yir9lke4 to the Fort. It commands the 
eiitr4nce of the harbour, and has three tier of guns, one 
oyer the oilier. It is^ built upon the firm rock ; is of a laigo 
extont, .and the upper part of a greal; height from the water. 
Bot aU is out of repair : many of the cannon are dismounted ; 
moist of them unfit for service ; so that maay thinka second 
nto msin*o{'W9Xi might iak^ it in a few h.purs time. :^ 

VOL. in. ' B 
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At one I preached in the Exchange. Abundance ci 
soldiers, and the Colonel, urith several officers, were present. 
So that I conceived some hopes that the seed sown even at 
Kinsale, will not all be lost. 

At five I preached in the Market-house at Innishannon, 
to a very large and well-behaved congregation, and then 
went on to Bandon. 

Friday 28, I rode out with Mrs. Jones, as I did every 
day, to save her life, if possible. From the hill we had a 
fair view of Castle Barnard, with the park adjoining ; in 
which, a few years ago, Judge Barnard used to take such 
delight. Indeed it is a beautiful place in every respect. 
The house is one of the most elegant I have seen in . the 
kingdom, both, as to the structure and the situsM^ion, standing 
on the side of a fruitful hill, and having a full command of 
the vale, the river,, and the opposite mountain. The ground 
near the house is laid out with the finest taste, in gardens of 
every kind, with a wilderness, canals, fish-ponds,^ wator*. 
works, and rows of trees in various forms. The park includes 
part of each hill, with the river between, running through the 
meadow and lawns, which are tufted over with trees of every 
kind, and every now and then a thicket or grove. The Judge 
finished his plan, called the land after his namep and dropped 
into the dust. 

Sunday 30, I returned to Cork. About that time I received 
a letter from Mr. Gillies, part of which follows : 

^' The Lord hath been pleased to iiiflict a heavy stroke 
upon us, by calling home his faithful servant Mr. .Ward- 
robe. Concerning his death, a Christian friend writes thus, 

* May 7, four in the morning : 

^ I am just come from witnessing the last sighs of one 
dear to you, to me, and to all that knew him : Mr. Ward- 
robe died last night. He was seized on sabbath last, just as 
he was going to the Kirk, with a most violent cholic, 
which terminated in a mortification of his bowels. The 
circumstances of his death are worthy to be recorded. 
With what pleasure he received the message, and wentofi* 
in all the triumph of a conqueror! Crying out, My 
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warfare is accomplished : I have fought the good Jight : 
My victory is completed. Crowns of grace shall adorn 
this head ( taking off his cap ) and palms be put into these 
hands. Yet a little while and I shall sing for ever. I know 
that my Redeemer liveth. When he was within a few. 
mOmentft of his last, he gave me his hand, and a little 
after said, Now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace; 
for mine eyes have seen thy salvation. Were I to repeat 
Iialf what be spoke, I should write you three hours. It 
shall suffice at this time to say, that as he liyed the life, 
so he died the death of a Christian. We weep not for £im : 
we weep for ourselves. I wish we may know how to 
improve this awful judgment, so as to be also ready, 
not knowing when our Lord cometh.' 

^' Mr. Adams, minister of Falkirk, writes thus: ^ On 
Friday night, about ten, I witnessed Mr. Wardrobe's (of 
Bathgate) entnmce into the joy of his Lord. But, ah ! 
who can hdp mourning the loss to the Church of Christ ? 
His amiable character gave him a distinguished: weight 
and influ^ce ; which his Lord had given him to value, 
only for its subserviency to his honour and glory« He 
was suddenly taken ill on the last Lord's-day, and from 
his &rst momeht believed it was for death. I went to 
see him on Thursday evening, and heard some of the 
Kveliest expressions of triumphant faith, zeal for the glory 
of Christ and the salvation of souls, mixed with the most 
amiable humility and modesty. Yet a little whilcy said he, 
jand this mortal shall put on immortality. Mortality shall 
be simtUowed up of life: This vile body fashioned like to 
his glorious body! O for the victory ! I shall gd the 
victory. I know in whom I have believed. Then with a 
remarkably audible voice, lifting up his hands he cried out, 

for a draught of the well of the water of lifcy that I 
maybegin the song before I go off to theChurch triumphant! 

1 go forth in thy name, making mention of thy righteous- 

nessy even thine only. I die at the feet of mercy. Then 

stk-etching out his arms, he put bis hand upon bis head, and 

with the most serene,, ste^y, and majestic eye Iwer saw, 

R 2 
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looking upwards, he said, Crowns of grace^ cromns, of 
graccy and palms in their hands t O Lord God of irutky 
into thy hands I commend my spirit ! After an unexpecfed 
reyival, he said, O, I fear his tarrying^ lest the propped 
become more dark*, 1^ sometimes fear he may spare me to 
Iwe, and be less faithful than he has helped me to be hitherto. 
He said to me, You that are ministers^ bear n proper 
testimony against the professors of this agCy who kmve a 
form of godliness without the power. Obsenring some of 
his people about his bed, he said, May I have some seals 
among you! O where will the ungodly and sinners of Bath«« 
gate appear ? Labour all to be in Christ. Then he belched 
out his hand to sereral, and said. Farewell^ fareweUjfare^ 
Weill And now, O Lotd, what wait I for ? My hope is in 
thee ! Once or twice, he said, Jjct me be laid aCrdssMfie bed 
to ejfpirey where I have som^imes prayed ofiit isonuMajtes 
meditated with pleasure* He expressed his gratefid sense <£ 
the assiduous care which Mr. Wardrobe of Cttlt had taken 
Df him : and on his replying, ^ Too much coald not ht 
done tor so yaluable a life,' said, O speak not' so, or you 
vi// provoke God. Glory, be to God, that I htsoe ever had 
limy regard pM me J for Christ's sake. I am greatly sunk 
sunder the event. O help by your prayers, to gA the proper 
submission and improvement.^^ 

Thursday^ June S, I received a remarkable ktt^ from 
a Clergymany with whom I had been a day or two before. 
Part of it ran thus : 

^ I had the followiog account from the gentlewoman hersdfy 
a person of piety and veracity. She is ih)w the wife of Mr. 
J — ^ B > ■ — , silversmith at Cork. 

^< About thirty years ago I was addressed by y¥Mj of marr 
riage, by Mr. Richard Mercier, then a volunteer; in the 
army. The young gentleman wat quartered at that time in 
Charleville, where my lather lived, who approved of his 
addresses, and directed me io look upon him as my ftUure 

husbands When the raiment left the town, he promised 
to return in two months, and marry me. Floin Charleville 
he went to DubUn, thenee to his fiither's> and from tlioioe 
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to England : Where, his father having bought him a cor- 
nttcy of horse, he purchased many ornaments for the wed-' 
ding ; and returning to Ireland, let us know that he woUld 
be at our bouse in Charleville, in a few days : On this the 
family was busied to prepare for his reception, and the 
ensuing marriage; when, one night, my sister Molly and I 
being asleep in our bed, I was awakened by the sudden 
opening 6f the side curtain, and, starting up, 'saw Mr. 
Mercier^ standing by the bed side. He waii wrapped up in a 
loose sheet, and had a napkin folded like a night-capon 
his head.: He looked at me very earnestly, and lifting up 
the napkin, which much shaded his face, shewed, me the 
left side of his bead, all bloody and covered with his brains. 
The room, mean time, was quite light. My terror was ex- 
eessive, which was still increased by his stoopihg^ dyer the 
bed, and embracing me in his arms. My crie&^alarmed'the 
whole family, who came crowding intb the room. TTpon 
their entrance, he gently witlidrew'his arms, sind ascended, 
as it were, through the ceiliifg. I continued' f6r sdlne^time 
in strong fits. When I could speak^ I told th^m'whsft I had 
seen* Ohcf of them a day or two after,''going to the post- 
master' for letters, found ^him reading- the news -papei^^, in 
which was an account, that comet Merciery gioimg into' 
Christ-church belfry, in Dublin, just after the belk had 
been ringing, and standing under the bells, one of them, 
which was turned bottom upwards,, suddenly turning 
again, struck on^ side of his head, aiid' killed him on 
thesp6t. On further enquiry, we found lie wels struck on 
the left side of his head,'* 

Sunday 6, I gave :my last exhortation to flie Society in 
Cork, and setting out early on Moi&day 7, in the evening, 
came to Limerick. 

Saturday 3, The account which one of our sisters gave 
of Ann Beauchamp was as follows : 

^* August 18, 1753, I went to see Ann Beauchamp, who 
had been ill for about a week. I .asked her in what state 
she found her soul ; she answered, ' I am quite happy. I 
know that my Redeemer livetb, and has taken away all my 
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sins ; and my heart is comforted with the prei^nee of Gdd » 
I. long to die, that I may be \¥ith him.' I asked^ ^ But are 
you resigned, either to live or die, as he shall see fit J* She 
ans\¥ered, 'I cannot say I am willing to live; it would go 
hard with me to live now. Pray that the Lord may perfect 
his work of sanctification in niy soul.' 

" Being asked, if she could freely part with all her friends ; 
she said, ' Yes : and as to my children, I have cast them 
upon the Lord. I know he will take care of them, akid I 
give them freely up to him, without one an;<iious thought. 
She then prayed for her friends and acquai:|ta|ice, one by 
one, and aflterwards fervently and witli tears, rot each person 
in her Band : Then for Mr. John Wesley, desiring she 
might be found at his feet in the day of the Lord. 

" Soon after, she called her mother, desired forgiveness 
for any thing wherein she had ignorantly offended her, and 
exhorted her not to grieve; adding, ' God will comfort you, 
and give you strength to bear your trial. It is your loss, ; 
but it is my everlasting gain ; and I ani going but a» little 
before you.' She then prayed over her, and kissii^ her, 
took her leave. In the same manner she took leave of all 
about her, exhorting, praying for, and kissing them, one by 
one. Afterwards she called for, and took her leave of her 
servants. 

" Seeing one of her neighbours in the room, she called her 
and said, ' O Mary, you are old in years, and old in sin. 
The Lord has borne long with you, and you know npt the 
day or the hour when he will call you. I am young, and 
he is calling me away : and what should I do without an 
interest in Christ ? Were my work now to do, it would never 
be done : but blessed be God, it is not. 1 know the Lord 
hath washed me from my sins in his own blood, and is pre- 
paring me for himself. O flee from the ^rath to come, and 
never rest, till you rest in the wounds of Jesus! I ani 
almost spent : but had I strength, I could exhort you all 
till morning.' 

" To another she said, ' Martha, Martha ! thou art careful 
and troubled about many things : but one thing is needful ; 
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and this one thing you have n^lected : O seek God, and 
he' wiU supply all your \¥ants. It is time for you to begjin } 
your glass is almost run, and ivhat will all your toil profit^ 
-when you come to be as I am now ? Find time for this, 
whatever goes undone. My neighbours used to wonder, 
how I could find time, and think me foolish for spending it 
so : but now I know it was not foolishness. Soon I shall 
receive an exceeding great reward. 

' Perhaps some of you will say, you were never called. 
Then remember, I call you now. I exhort every one of you, 
to seek the Lordj while he may be found. Think not to 
make excuses in that day : God will have his witnesses. 
And I shall appear as a witness against you. If you repent 
not, these my dying words will rii^ up in judgment againdt 
you.' 

" To her — she said, ^ I forgive you all that you have done 
against me. And I have prayed the Lord to forgive you. 
Return to him now, and he will receive you : for he desires 
not the death of a sinner. I am a witness of this : for he 
lias forgiven all my sins. CK! I want strength to sing hiis 
praise ! But I am going where I shall sing his praise for 
ever.* 

" Then calling for her husband she said, * My dear, God 
has given you many calls even in dreams. And when we 
will not hear his call, it is often his way to make us feel his 
rod by removing our darling from us. I was t/our darling. 
And seeing you refused the many calls of God, he is now 
taking me away from you, if by any means he may bring 
you to himself.' She then prayed for, and took her leave of 
.him. 

^' The next day when I came in, and asked, ^ How do you 
find yourself now ? ' She answered, * Blessed be God, very well. 
I known that my Redeemer lives. He is dear to me, and I 
am dear to him. I know he is preparing me for himself, and 
I shall soon be with him. 

" She then prayed earnestly for entire sanctification ; 
till a friend coming in, she said, ^ The Lord has brought you 
and all my dear friends to my remembrlance : I have not 
forgotten you in my prayers. You must come and pray my 
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last prayer. When you see me near my ddiiveraBce, go all 

to prayer^ and continue therein, tiU my spirit n goneu . Let 

tbere bt no t^rying over mcy but all of you sing praises and 

rejoice over me/ 

<^ She never once complained of lier pain ; but .behaved 

4rom the beginning ^ith that patience, sweetness, and iovie 

to all, that bespdie a 'sovl which knew herself just entering 

into the joy of her Lord. This she did the next morning, 

August the SOtfa, after crying out as in an ecstacy s . . 

* Bold I approich the etemtd throne, 
And claim the crown throng Christ my own.' " 

Wednesday 16, I rode over to New-MailLet, and preach^ 
ed to an earnest congregation of poor people. lathe inbnik 
ing, at the request of some of the li^hbouring geniry, I de^ 
ferred preaching till ten o'clock. Many of them were Aa^ 
pr^jjUt, imd seemed not a little bstonished : periiaps they 
may remember it-a week. 

In the afternoon I rode to Ballygarrane, a town of JPa» 
iatines, which came over in Queen Ann's time* Thejr «0& 
tain much of the temper and manners of their own oodblrjr^ 
havinj§r no resemblance of those among whoml they live. I 
found much life among this plain, artless, serious p^ople^ 
The whole town, came together in the evening, and praised 
God for the consolation. Many of those who are not out- 
wardly joined with us, walk in the light of God^s cotmte- 
nance ; yea, and have divided themselves into dasses, ia 
imitation of our brethren, with whom they live in perfisct 
harmony. 

Friday 18, In examining the Society, I was obliged to 
pause several times. The words of the plain, honest peo|^ 
came with so much weight, as frequently id stop me tot 
awhile, and raise a general cry amoi^ the hearers* I rode 
back through Adare, once a strong and flourishing town, 
well walled and full of people : now without walls, and al- 
most without inhabitants : only a fisw poor huts remain. Jik 
a small distance from these are the ample ruins of three or 
four amvents, delightfully situated by the river, which rnns 
through a most fruitftd vale* 
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Monday 91,, Ltalked with one lirbo.ifas la deep distress. 
Sh6 faaid been repreientidd to me, as ih d^pair : but I soon 
fimnd h^ diaotdeir ( natm^ or preternatural) had nDtfain^ 
to do with rdigtoB. She was greatly troubled, but knew 
net why : aot for her sins, they scarcely came iiitb her mind. 
I ktow not t\&i praVer will avail. for her, till slie is troubled 
in quite another manner : till she cries out from her inmost 
9bul, f^ Godj-bemetciful to me a^sinner ! " 

Tuesday SS, I callM oH Mrs. F., whom I saw soift^ 
years (Since in despair of quite anothej: kind. Between ni^ 
and tan years (ago^ her daugbtet married without Ijier coii« 
senU Thl^ was followed by other distressing circumstanoes, 
In'th^e midst of which she cried .out, ^^ God has forsaken 
me.^' She was immediately seized with violent pain. Sb^ 
could not see the smi, or the light, only a dim twilights 
8h^ cbuld not taste her meat Or drink, ftny mEOre than the 
i^hite of an eggi She had a constant. i|:idptilse to kill herself^ 
w^f ichsbe beliey^ ishe must do, and i(tt^npted several times^ 
Afl^ hnving cpntimied.tbu$ three yesiirs. and a half, she i^^ 
solved to endure it no longer. Accordingly sh^ procured » 
jk^i]^ /l(p icut h§r tbrOat, and ^id cu,t through the skin, but 
0O!iild <get fH^ f^her;: .{t seen^ed to her as if th^ jS^sh were 
iitin; ^he tjhretv^ dpwn tii^ knife, burst into tears,, fell upoft 
jher^nees^ apdbi^ap (iwhat^i^helia^ not done all that thane) 
to pour out her soul before God. ; Fear '- and sorrow fled 
aw^y . $h^ rejoiced in God« She s^w the light of the sun. 
Her natui&l taste retumeid, and she h^ been ever since in; 
liealth of body ^ai|d peace of mkid. 

Wedne^dt^y SS, I took my leaye of Limerick, and rode 
sto Six^mil^-bridge. There I le^ T. Walsh to preach in 
Jrish, and went on to Rathlahine. 

Thursday 94, I went on to £«nis, a town consisting al-* 
niost wholly of Pajnsts, exoept a few Protestant gentlemen^ 
H)ftebf these, (the chief person In the town) had invited me 
to-bfe bouse, where Ir preached to a huge, wild, unawakened 
mvititode, Protestants; and Papists, many of whom would 
have been rude enough, if they durst. 
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Friday S5, Mr. Walsh preached at six, first in Irish, 
and then in English. The Popish Priest had OHitriTed to 
have his senrice just at the same hour. And his man came 
again and again with his bell ; but not one in ten of his 
people would stir. At eight I preached to a far more serious 
congregation; and the word seemed to sink into their 
hearts. 

We took horse about ten, and rode through the fruitfiil, 
pleasant county of Galway. After having heard so much 
of the barrenness of this county, I was surprised to observe, 
in riding almost the whole length of it, from south-east to 
north-west, to find only four or five miles of rocky ground, 
like the west of Cornwall : all the rest exceeded most that I 
have seen in IreliEind. We came to Galway pretty well tired, 
and would willingly have rested at the Inn, where we alight- 
ed from our horses : but the landlord informed us, he had 
no room ; both his house and stables were full. Two regi- 
ments of soldiers passing through the town, had taken up 
all the Inns. However, we procured a private lodging 
which was full as agreeable. < . . . 

The town is not ill built, most of the houses being of stone, 
and several stories high. It is encompassed with an old, 
bad wall, and in no posture of defence, either toward the 
land, or toward tlie sea. Such is the supine negligence of 
both English and Irish ! • 

Five or six persons, who seemed to fear Grod, came to us 
at our lodgings. We spent a little time with them in 
prayer, and early in the morning set out for Castlelmr. 

This day, likewise, I was agreeably surprised at the plea- 
santness and fruitfulness of the country. About noon two or 
three friends met us, and begged us to turn aside to HoUy- 
mount, a town twelve miles from Castlebar, where the Mi- 
nister readily consented to my preaching in the Church. 
Many Papists as well as Protestants were there, and my 
heart was much enlarged to them. Through a delightful 
mixture of vales and gently-rising hills, we then rcxle on to 
Castlebar. 
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Sunday 27, The Rector having left word, that I should 
have the use of the Church, I preached there morning and 
afternoon, to such a congregation as ( they said ) was never 
there before. And surely the word of God had free course : 
I saw not one light or inattentive hearer. Mr. Walsh after- 
wards preached in the Sessions' -house, to another large 
and serious congregation. And Tuesday 29, being St. Pe- 
ter's day, I read prayers and preached to as large a congre- 
gation as on Sunday. In the afternoon I rode over to New- 
port, eleven miles from Castlebar. About thirty years ago, 
a little company of Protestants settled herie, by a river-side, 
on the very extremity of -the land, and built a small town. 
It has a fruitftil hill on each side, and a large bay to the 
west, full of small fertile islands, containing from one to se- 
veral thousand acres. Of these they compute above three 
hundred ; and nearly a hundred are inhabited : but by Pa- 
pists alone, there not being so much as a single Protestant 
among them ! I went directly to the Rector's, who had be- 
fore given me an invitation. Between seven and eight I 
preached to (I suppose) more than all the Protestants in 
the town. Deep attention sat on every face. Perhaps God^ 
touched some Hearts. 

Wednesday 30^ At eleven Mr. H. read prayers, and I 
preached on Gal. vi. 14. The Church stands at a distance 
from the town, and it rained hard ; but that could not stop 
the congregation. In the afternoon, I returned to Castlebar. 

Thursday, July I, There is just such a work here as was 
some years since at Athlone. The whole town is pleased, 
but few are convinced. The stream runs very wide, but 
^ery shallow. 

Sunday 4,- 1 read prayers and preached at Ballyhean, 

Mr. E- 's other Church < The congregation at Castlebar 

in the afternoon, was larger than ever before. In the morn- 
ing, Monday 6, the greater half of them were present, aiid 
we had a solenm parting. In the afternoon we came to Hol- 
ly mount, some years since one of the pleasantest places in 
Ireland. Dr. Vesey, then Archbishop of Tuam, fixed on 
this spot, nine miles from his See, built a neat, commodious 
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house on a little fimiiience, laid* out fitiit «hd flOwer g^nkns 
found it, brou^ a river to run through them, and dQoom**' 
passed the whole with walks and groves of statelj troes. 
When he had firushed his plan, round a' stone-pillar whifih 
stands in a basin, suirounded by a sniall gieen plat of 
ground, he placed the following inscription : — 

Linquenda iellusj et domusy et placens 
UsoTj mm rmmerosa et $pecw9M proles 
Ckmru okmrm matrU aoMe i 

Neqme harum qmas coiis arberum 

Te prater mvitmm cupreBsum 

Ullu brevem dammum aequetur ! 

I was just going to preach in the Churph-jrard; when 
Mr. C. sent his son with the key of the Church. ,Aliiiofit 
half the coagr^ation were P^sts, whom all the threats of 
their Priests could not keep away. Not expecting to see any 
of them again, I spoke very plainly once for all. 

In the morning we rode through Tuam, a neat little, town, 
scarcely half so large as Islington : nor is the Cathedral half 
so large as isli^ton Church. The did Church at KUU 
connell, two miles from Aughrim, is abuadantly laiger. If 
one may judge by the vast ruins that remain (over all which 
we walked in the afternoon ) it was a far more statdy pile of 
building than any that is now standing in Ireland. Adjoin* 
ing to it are the ruins of a large monastery ; many of the 
cdls and apartments are pretty entire. At the west end of 
the Church lie abundance of sculls, piled one upon another ; 
with innumeraUe bones round about, scattered as dung 
upon the earth.. O $in, what hast thou done ? 

Wednesday 7, 1 preached at Aughrim, morning and even* 
ing, and thdn rode over to'Castlebar. Mr. M. ha« now lost 
both his brother and his two daughters, two of the most 
agreeaUe women in the kingdonn, caught away in the full 
bloom of youth and beauty : if they can be termed Iqst^ 
who all committed their souls unto him they loved, in the 
full triumph of faith. 

Thursday 8, A coach full of us, with several horsemen, 
and others on foot, went to Aha&kra in the motning. X^^ 
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test of the congregation were mostly Papists. But all heaid 
wM earnest att^tion. I preached in the evemng at Ath« 
lone, where^ on Friday d, we had a S(demn Wateh-night» ' 
^ Sunday 11, We had a blessed o^qportunity in the even- 
ing on the Connangfat side of the river. Almost all tba 
Protestants in the town were presait,^ with abondanoe .of Pa« 
pists.^ And many of them acknowledged the doctrine of 
Christ crucified to be the power of God, and the wisdom 
of God. 

Monday 13, After preaching at Abidarrig, about noon I 
Went on to Longford. Many supposed the mob would b^ too 
violent there, to allow me a peaceabk) hearing. I began at 
five in the yard, of the old barrack. A huge crdwd soon 
flocked in : but most of the Papists stood at the gate, or just 
without the wall. They were all still as night : nor did I 
hear an uncivil word while we afterwards walked from one 
end of the town to the other. 

'■ Tuesday 13, A large congregation was present' at five^ 
and stood unmoved, notwithstanding some heavy showenr. 
At iicioa I preached at Gleg-hill; at five intibebaoiacfe- 
fBxd again, where the conccmrse of people was greater thaii 
before^ Mr. P. the Minister of a neighbouring parish, and 
tumih^ Clergyman who came with him, tecdved thie trutk 
bSkve-; Mrs. P. (his wife) found rest to her souK * 

' But how is it, that almost in every place, ereii 1vhei% 
* there is no lasting |ruit,* there is so great* an ii^ressfoii 
made at first, upon a considerable number of people i ' ^he 
foot is this, every where the work of Grod rises higher and 
liigher tiU it comes to^a point. Here it seekns fi>r a short 
titAe to be at a stay ; and then it gradually sinks again. 
' All this may easily be accounted for. At first curiosity 
Mngs many bearers ; at the same time God draws many by 
Ms ^vesdting grace to hear his word, and comforts them in 
hearhaBp. One then tells another. Bv -this mean. oOl the one 
liand, curiosity spreads and increases: and on the other, 
thedrawings of God's Spirit touch more hearts ; and many of 
them more powerfully than before. He now offisrs grace to 
'tiU that hear ; most of whom are in some measure, afleoted. 
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and mote or less moved with approbation of what they hear. 
Desire toplease Grod, and good-will to his messenger, these 
principles variously combined and increasing, raise, the 
general work to its highest point. But it cannot stand here, 
for in the nature of things curiosity must soon decline. 
Again, the drawings of Grod are not followed, and thereby 
the Spirit of God is grieved. The coijsequence is, he strives 
with this and this man, no more, and so his drawings end. 
Thus both the natural and supernatural power declining, 
most of the hearers will be less and less affected. Add to 
this, that in the process of the work, it must bcy thai 
offences will come. Some of the hearers, if not preachers 
also, will act contrary . to their profession. Either their 
follies or faults will be told from one to another, and lose 
nothing in ibsi telling. Men once curious to hear, will now 
dransbaick ; men once drawn^ having stifled their good de- 
sires, will 4i8approve what they a|^roved bffe», wA fed 
dislike itistead of gtod-will, to the Preacher^ Others ifho 
were more or less convinced, will be afraid or ashamed to 
acknowledge that conviction. And all these will catch at 
ill stories ( true or false ) in order to justify their change. 
When by this mean, all who do not savingly believe, have 
quenched the Spirit of God, the little flock goes <hi from 
faith to faith ; the rest sleep on and take their rest. And 
thus the number of hearers in every place, may be expected, 
first to iiicrease, and then decrease. 

Wednesday 14, At noon I preached at Coolylougb, 
where the Preachers and Stewards met. 

Thursday 15, In the evening I preached at TuUamoie, 
in Barrack-street. And many who never had so much cu- 
riosity, as to walk a hundred yards to hear the preaching, 
vouchsafed to hear it at their own doors. In the middle oif 
the sermon came a Quarter-master very drunk, and rushed 
in among the people. In a short time he slipped ofi^his hat, 
and gave a\l the attention of which he was capable. So did 
many of the soldiers and many ofiicers. O let some lay it 
to heart ! 

Friday 16, We walked down to Lord TuUamore's, ( that 
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was his title then ) an old mile from the town. His gardens 
are extremely pleasant. They contain groves, little meadows, 
kitchen gardras, plats of flowers, and little orchards, inter- 
mixed with .fine canals, and pieces of water. And will not 
all these make their owner happy ? Not if he has one unholy 
temper! Not unless he has in himself a fountain of water, 
springing up into everlasting life. . 

About this time I. received a letter without a name, part of 
which I have subjmned :-^ 

\ " SIR, 

^^ Having observed your Christian condescension in 
those, bboiirs of love, so truly calculated for the use of 
common people, I presume to b^ your pen in behalf of the 
nejut class of God's creatures. And I would ask, if nature, 
leason, and revelation do not all plead in favour even pf the 
brute 4:r€ution ?, Is it not unnaturtU and inhuman, to . put 
them to more pain tjian is necessary for the service of man I 
Cm reason conetent to the making sport with the life or mi- 
sery of any creature ? May not the great law of equity, do*- 
mgas we would be done to, be extended even to them i 
May we not suppose ourselves in their place, and thence 
determine, what they may fairly expect from us ? Hath not 
the. Supreme Being given injunctions against cruelty toward 
them, «md commanded, that they should enjoy, the rest of, 
his day ? Did he not rebuke the prophet, for smiting his 
beast without cause, . and mention the mtccA co/^/e, as one 
motive to the divine compassion, in sparing the great CUy ? 
The Scripture saith, a good man is merciful to his beast* 
And can he be a good man that is not so, if goodness Con- 
sists in' imitating himj whose mercy is. over all his works? 
For he openeth his hand, and satisfieth the desire of eroery 
Uving thing. 

^^ If tenderness, mercy and compassion to the brute crea-. 
turies were impressed on the infant breast, and conducted 
uit6 action according to its little power, would it not be con- 
firmed in the human heart ? And might not this early pre- 
possession be for ever established there, suid, through a 
happy bias, extend its benevolence to the whole creation ? 
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<< Does not e!sperieiice shew the sad effects of a toKktnry 
education ? while children, instead of being taught beiievo« 
lence to inationab, are sunned to torment rfirrt poor, litUe 
insects, and then every helpless creatare thatxdmes in their 
way : Can it be expected, that being thus inured to cmelty. 
and oppression, even ip their tender years, theysbotild ie». 
lent when they come to age, and be susceptible of oompas*. 
sion, ^ven to raticmals ? It cannot^ For is pity shewn to 
man, only because he has reason ? If so^ those wotld lose 
their claim to our compassion who stand in the. greatest need 
of it^ namely children, i£ots, and luniBtics. But if pity be 
shewn to all that are capable of pain, then may il jostly to 
expected that we should sympatJiise with every Htdng that 
tias life. 

<M tun persuaded you aie not insensible xji the' pi^ 
given to every Christian, every human herart, by those savil^ 
diversions, bult-beating, cock-%hting, horae^racii^, fciid 
hunting; Ca^ any (rf'tjiese irrational and tmnit^arai -qiMrU 
a{^ear btjierwise than crnd, unless thrbi^ early prej«di06, 
<Mr entjfe want of consideratibu and refleotioil''? AnA if ninft 
be void of these, do^ hedeserve the name of man ? Oi^ is he 
fit fo>r Society ? And besides, how dreadful are the conoomi*' 
taut, and the c^msequent vices of these savage I'onts ? Yet 
such cowarde are we grown, that scarcely any man has- cou- 
rage to draw his pen against them ! '^ 

Saturday 17, I preached in Tyrrers-pass at five, and T. 
Walsh at eight. Hence we rode to Ballybeg, near Diruni-. 
6ree, where we found a little company of earnest people, 
most of them rejoicing in the love of God. To these were 
added a few from the county of Cavan. Joseph Charles, 
going thither, some time since, on temporal business, occa- 
sionally spoke of thethingsof God. Many believed his report; 
and some found his word the power of God unto salvation. 

Sunday 18, A little before twelve (the usi^al hour in Ire- 
land) the morning service began at Rosmead Cburph, "wt^if 
Mr. Booker preached an usefuV^rmon^ I'preaphed at five 
to abundance of plain, cpuntrj pepple, and two coa<^es full. 
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of gentry. O how hard' is it for these to enter into the 
kingdom of heaven ? 

Monday l-O, No sooner did we enter Ulster, than we ob- 
served the difference. The ground was cultivated just as in 
England, and the cottages not only neat, but with doors^ 
diinmies, and windows. Newry, the first town we came 
to^ (allowing for the size ) is built much after the manner t)f 
Liverpool. I preached soon after seven to a large congrega- 
tiM,' and to great part of them at five in the morning. After- 
\lKirds I spoke to the members of the Society, consisting of 
CShUrchmen, Dissenters, and Papists (that were). But 
there is no striving with them, unless to enter in at the strait 

gmte. • ^ ■ . 

" Wednesday 21, In the morning there was such violent 

lightning, thunder, and rain, that the very beasts ran out of 
t|ie fields, and the birds flew from their usual coverts, to 
tAe shdter In the houses. But before we took horse, the 
sky cleared up, and we had a pleasant ride to Terryhugan, 
^lear Scarva. The road lay on the edge of a smooth canal, 
with fruitful^ gently-rising hills on either side. We were at 
a>lmie house, but flie people found their way thither in the 
Isvening from all quarters. I preached in a meadow near 
p». house, : the congregation sitting on the grass. And surely 
ihey had ears to hear. God give them hearts to under- 
Mand! 

^ Thursday 22, We rode through heavy rain to Lisburn. 
I preached in the Market-house at seven. One man only 
gainsayed : but the by-standers used him so roughly, that he 
was soon glad to hold his peace. 

Friday 23, The Rector, with his Curate, Called upon me, 
oandidly proposed their objections, and speht about two 
bcHir&infr^, serious, friendly conversation. How much 
evil might be prevented or removed, would other Clergymen 
foUow their example I 

\ I. rode in the aftamoon to Belfast, the largest town in 
Dkter. Some think it contains nearly as miany people as Li- 
merick ; it is far cleaner and pleiasanter. At seven I pTeache4 

VOL. III. 8 
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in the MarketJ^oose toas burge a cqpgr^(9t¥^n as atl^triiyin 
and to nearly the same number in the mprnii]^ : Imt some of 
them did qot staj till I cfincladed^ Th?7 went awojr in 
haste, when 1 shewed^ how Ckrisi crudfipd u fQth^ Grccki 
foolishness* 

Hence we xo^ tdoag the; shore to OiMTricdcfiNinV^ said to 
i^ the ippst ancient itawn in Ul^^. Hhfi widk mw flti9»:^^ 
It were, standing ; and the C^4|e buflt upoi\ a if^i Vttt 
if is little more t^ian a heap of ruins^ mth^^it w* nineioldl^ 
dismounted! rusty cannon. What it w^s^ \d^ thQ f^iff^ ^^ 
Ibnnder^king Fergus, dq^ no\ much concern u^^ to fa||||W» 

i preached in the Sessions^-hous^ at fpvepj \gi npiwt of the 
kihabitants of the town. But Satan had prepared one oS hi^ 
instruments when I hf^l done, tp ci^toh the seed out of thdr 
hearts* A pojcxr enthusiast beg^ a dnll| pouaitksB harangi^ 
$bout hirelings and &^e prophets; but the door-keepsr 
crying out, *^ I ma going to lock the dooi%*^ cut his dis- 
course shoJij. 

I^unday 25, I preached ajt nin^ in the upper Ooaiisjloiasa^ 
ifhplcb was considjeraUy larger thw the o^ihesr* James. Hdey 
Ib^a^n his bad work again, as sopn am I h|id dope speaking t 
^vi I walked qnietly away ; a^ did alsa the congs^gadon. 
. 4-t eleven I went to Church, to the surprise ofn^any, ' and 
heard a lively, useful sermqn. Afijdi 4umer one of our bie* 
thren asked, if I were ready to go to the meeting ; I tM 
hw., << I never go to meeting/' ^c seemed as niuch asto- 
nished a^ the rfd Scot at Newca^, wha left us, << Be- 
cause we were mere Ckurch-of^Englan^ men/' V« ai^ 
so ; although we condemn wjis^ wh9 h(m been brought i^ 
in another wa^« 

About five, even the larger Co^rt^hoc^e I^eing too smaH 
to contain the congrcjgation, I the mpre re»cUly ccMnplkd 
with the desife of the prisoners to preach in. the street, neat 
ihe prison door. I spoke as plainly, and hccp^ly, as evecl did 
in my life, on Ye must be bom, again. Poor James W|tt now 
resolved to speak^ and got on a little eminence on purpose 
And what could hinder him i Why 

Fax faudkus hassU / 
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Bcf Mwed and cawdd, but coulif utfer rtothid^, EaTdl^ tbree 
noiAr togettiei:. Thk also hath God im)u|rM. Itt fcafli 
stopped the mouth of the gainsayer^ and preserved the 
ii«akikiiii'l)ehig ofli^d^d. 

Mondhy 96, Mr. Wakb met tti« at Bel&dt, and infortued 
metfiat thedajr befbre he ^mus a^ Newtowti, intending to 
HifteU; but wUlbhe was at prajfi^i', Mif. H— ^-^camd 
with a drunken mob, seized him by the throat, and dragged 
Irimr aloof , tillai stoiit ntuai ddiktraiAed him to quit his hold. 
Mr. W.^^havii^ refitetfked himself at k firiehd's hGfu9e,^b^aii 
a'Htond' time ; bdt in a quarter of ah hour, Mr. M-^^-^^ 
lavil^gtliAied hiH^ mob^ dame again: oA whicB MV. W*. 
gsM Mm t&egbund, aKidiValked away oier the fields. 

In the evening I spoke very plainly at'Lis^m, both tothd 
gvoatlvvigftt'' abd Ae sttiaU. Btit betureeA Sededers, old 
8d0H9ib€<Afed- P)-6ib)t(eiriahis, New-light men', MorakanSy 
Cameraniansj and formal Churchmen, it is a miracle of nii!« 
ladcMi^ if ady^herc bring fbrth fruit to perfection. 

'B^ cMBlby betwie^n Lisbum and Mbira, is much likci 
BeiliiiAltb, hating fruitful vales ad each side the road^ snd 
ndl iroiiAed hills rtmning even with them, at a smatt ctb^ 
tance. At seven I preached in the Market-hotislb at Lurgan. 
tAaetj' dPAe gMtiy -wett met in tie room over it, it being 
ttie tinieof Che Assembly; The vioBnswei^e just ttUiing: but 
iM^teftMfd^m I had done; and tlie novelty ( at leaiit ) dreW 
aid dlt^'the attention of Aewbdecompooiy; 

WdtefSsday 98, I read Mr. Bisirtou's ingenious Lectures 
<sfr LoiiigK Neah, near LurgEm^ which tumis wood into stonci 
aiidi Clifr»ribe Kii^s ev3I^ and' most cutaiieoos distempers, 
l^iii^'part'of thi» lake^ there is a stratum of firm clay, ahd' 
Qjyfo fbaf a sttotnm of trees, four feet thick, aU competed 
ftrtaHme^masB, doubtless by the pressure 6t the incumbent 
eiMPtil*CP^^ water too) which it ha^, probably, sustained 
efier'rialBe tlie general deluge. 

In the evening we had the largest congregalSon which I 

llaVe teeii'siiice we left Cctfk. It was almost as huge at five 

itt the' mioratng. Why i^ould we deq;>air of dbing good at 

Buijtalralso? ' 

s2 
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Thunday 29, I preached at Newiy, and tlie thiee fid* 
lowing days: on Monday, August 2, I letmned to 
Bosmead. 

Tuesday 3, We rode to TuUamcHfe thioagh heavy lain, 
which a strong wind drove full in our fitces. The only 
wild Irish whom I have seen jei^ a knot oi officers, -men 
present at pieaching in the evening, and bdiaved tdenUy 
well, 

Wednesday 4, I preached at P<Miarlingion in ihe even- 
ing, and was going to take horse in the morning,, when a 
g^itleraan came and said, he was just setting out £x I>ub- 
li% and would be glad of my company in his chariot, I 
accompanied him to Johnstown where we dined ; and that 
took horse and rode on to Dublin* 

Friday Cf, On this and the next dfiy I finished my 
business in Ireland, so as to be ready to sail at an.kour's 
ivaming* 

Sunday 8, We were to sail, the wind being fiujr ; bntas 
we were going aboard, it turned full east. I find it of great 
use to be in suspense. It is an excellent mean of breaking 
our wilL May we be ready either to stay loi^per on this 
shore, or to launch into eternity. 

On Tuesday evening I preached my fiurewell sermcm. Mr.^ 
Wadsh did the same in the morning. We then walked to 
the Key. > But it was still a doubt, wh^er we were to sail 
or not : Sir T. P., having sent word to the Captain of the. 
Packet, that if the wind were £dr, he >irould go over ; and 
it being his custom (Hominis Magnificentiam!) tokeqp 
the whole ship to himself. But the wind coming to the 
east, be would not go; so about noon we went on board* 
In two or three hours we reached the mouth of the harbour^ 
It then fell calm. We had five cabin passengers, beside 
Mr^ Walsh, Haughton, Morgan, ,and me. They were all 
civil, and tolerably serious ; the sailors likewise, behayedi. 
uncommonly well. 

Thursday 13, About eight, we b^pan singing on the 
quarter-deck, which soon drew up all our fellow-passengen^ 
as well as the Captain^ with the greatest part of his men. I 
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')Rflelrwards gave an exhortation. We then spent sonfie time 

in prayer. They all kneeled down with ns. Nor did thetir 

seriousness wear off all the day. About nine we landed at 

Holy-head^ after a pleasant passage of twenty-three 

iMlurs. 

Friday IS, Having hired horses fbr Chester, we set out 

about seven. Before one we reached Bangor, the situation 

of which is delightful beyond expression. Here we saw i 

large and handsome cathedral, but no trace of the good old 

Monks of Bangor, so many hundreds of whom fell a sacrifice 

at once to cruelty and revaige. The country from henct 

io Penmenmaur is fiur pleasanter than any garden.^ Mouii* 

Ipins of every shape and size, vales clothed with grass ot 

corn, woods and smaller tufls of trees, were continually 

varying on the one hand, as was the sea prospect on the other. 

Penmenmaur itself rises almost perpendicular to ah enormoui 

height from the sea. The road runs along the side of it, so 

lar above the beach, that one could not venture to look 

down, but that there is a wall built all along, about four 

foet high. Mean time the ragged cliff hangs over one's 

liead) as if it would fell every moment. An hour after 

we had left this awful place, we came to the ancient town 

of Conway. It is walled round ; and the walls are in tde^ 

htbly good repair. The Castle is the noblest ruin I ever saw. 

It is four square, ai^d has four large round towers, on each 

ilde, t6e inside of which have been stately apartments. One 

sidc^ of the Castle is a large Church, the windows and arches 

tf which have been curiously wrought. An arm of th^ 

mOi runs round two sides of the hill on which the Castle 

feitaiids f once the delight of kings, now overgrown with 

tlMNrns^, and inhabited by doleful birds only. 

. Ab<mt eight we reached Plcu^e-bagh, where, as soon as I 

lianied my name, William Roberts received us with all 

glaidness. But neithei^ he nor any of his family, could 

speak one sentence of English. Yet our guide helped us 

oiii pretty well : after supper we sung and went to prayers. 

Though they could Hot speak it, most of them understood 

EogHdi* And God spoke to their hearts. 



Saturday 14, S^eralpf the neighbaim auiae eady .|b tji^ 
inonuDg, aBd gladlj reoeiyed a few words rf ea^liovtatioB. 
iVe then lode on, through ope of the pl^osas^ covntiiw 
ill the world, by Halyweil, to Chester. Here we Jw4 9l 
comfortable meeting in the evening; as wdl as theiifilt 
d^yy both in the room, and in the square, 

Monday 16, The rain was suspended, while % pieaidied 
to a large and quiet congregation. 

Tuesday 17, J rode to Bolton. Thau|^ I caan iumx- 
pected, thp house was well filled. After resting a day, on 
Thursday 19, I went on to Manchester, and pieached in 
the evening to a large eongr^ation, without the leml djsp 
lurbani:e. The tumults here are now at an end ; cbi^^ 
throtigb the courage and activity of a single CmuMble* 
[ Friday 20, I rode to CheUnorton in the Fbik. AttW 
the poor people had no previous notice, they raniUed thf 
want of it, by sending quickly to the neighbcNiriiig yilliyi 
Between seven and eight the house wpB pretty ivS ilhsd* 
And many of them were extremely thai^Kful. 

Saturday 21, We set out early, and after spending an 
hour at Asbbourn, hastened on to Litchfidd : bui it was 
not without difficulty, the waters being out, to a very ua* 
common degree, in many places. About dght we leachi 
ed Wednesbury, tired enough* There we stayed tsh^ 
next day. 

Mond^ 23, We rode forward to Bedditch. It had 
rained all the way, so that Mr. Walsh was obliged to go to 
bed, as soon as we came in. Having dried some oi can 
dothes, Mr. Bruce and I took horse again about two^s hav* 
ing one with us who knew the by-roads, the common uoad 
being impassable through the floods. About five we cema 
to a broad water, which our guide did not care to pass. 
Mr. Bruce seeing a fisot-bridge, walked over it, leadiiig^ hit 
horse by a long rein thro' the water : but in an inataKt the 
horse disappeared. Howey^, he soon emerged and gained 
the bank. I rqde through, at a small distance, vevy 9afisly>, 
and in the evening preached ^ Evesham. 

Tuesday 24, Findiiig we could not vide the usual way> 
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H^ |NK>ofired atiother guide and rode by Andover-ford to 
Stnmd. Mr. Jones and my Inrother niet as here. 

WtSdmOAy iSj Wfe n>d<5 oii to Bristol. 

TtMsAuy i6j AboOt fifty of ni being met, tlie Rules of 
Aid Sbdety i¥ere read oyefy and carefully considered dne 
Ify dlife. Bat we did h€ft find aiiy that could be spared. So' 
Wi tt!l Agreed to abide by tiitm kU^ and to recotnmend 
them With otit might. 

W^ then laf]gely considered the necessity of keeping in 
ue C^iircb, and using the Clergy with tenderness. And 
fliele- wad no dissenting Voice. God gave us all to be of one 
Ahid and of one judgment. 

^'Fridaiy 97, Tfa« Rules of the Bands were read and con- 
Mered, one by one : whicli, after soDde veibal alterations^ 
ve all agreed to observe and infbrce. 

SMktiirday 88, The Rules of Kingswood School were read 
itiril tensidered, oiie by one. And #e were aH convinb^, 
ill6j^l¥M0agreeable to Scriptnre and Reason. In consequence 
dF which it was agrc^ : 

1^ Tlmt a short account of the design and ptesent iitate 
cf the School, be read by every Assistant in every So* 
cMy: and, 

S, That a subscription for it be begun in every place, and 
(if n)B6d be) a collection fnade every year. 

My I»6ther and 1 closed the Conference by a solerim de^ 
dheration of our purpose, never to separate froni the Church. 
And all our brethren concurred therein. 

For a few days I was laid up with a flux e • tmt on 9un« 
day, September 5, 1 crept out again and preached at Kings* 
1#tN)d in the morning, and Stokes-croft in the afternoon. 

Monday 6, I set out in the IMachine, and on Tuesday 
eir^iang came to London. 

Wednesday and Thursday I settled my temporal business. 
It is now about eighteen years, since I began writing and 
printing books. And how much in that time havis I gained 
b^ printing ? Why, on summing up my accounts, I found 
that on March 1, 1756^ (the day I left London last > I had 
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gained by printing and preaching togeth^, a ddM of twelvv^ 
hundred and thirty-six pounds. 

Friday 10, I preached at a fiunous place, commonly 
called, The BuU-and-Mouth Meeting, 'which had bdongied, 
I suppose, nearly a hundred years, to the -peoj^ caJkd 
Quakers. As much of real religion as 'was ever preadied 
there, I trust, ivill be preached there still s and, petjupa^ 
in a more rational. Scriptural, and intelligible mAnner. 

Saturday 11,1 read over Mr. Fry's ^^ Case of Marriage 
between near Relations, Considered." ^^And two points, I 
think, he has fully proved : 1, That many marriages com* 
monly supposed to be unlawful, are neither contxary to the 
Idw of nature, nor the revealed law of God, nor the law^ 
of the land : 8, That Ecclesiastical Courts have no right t^ 
meddle with cases of this kind. 

Thursday 16, I walked over to Bishop Bonner's, and 
pjreached to a large and serious congregation. I found 
some faintness, the sun being extremely hot ; but^mnre in 
walking from thence to Westminster, where I preached ajt . 
seven. In the night my old disorder returned, and giadu* 
a}ly increased, in spite of all medicines. Howev^, on Sun« 
day and Monday it was so far suspended, that I abated no- 
thing of my usual employment. 

Wednesday S2, I was considering I had not asked hdp^ 
of the Great Physician, and I resolved to delay no longer. 
In that hour 1 felt a change. 1 slept sound that night, and 
was well the next day. 

Sunday, October 3, My disorder, retunied as violently as 
ever. But 1 regarded it not, while I was performing the 
service at Snows-fields in the morning, or afterwards a^ 
Spital-fields, till 1 went to the Lord's table in order to ad-^ 
minister. A thought then came into my mind, " Why do I 
not apply to God, in the b^inning rather than the end of 
an illness ? " I did so and found immediate relief, so that- 
I needed no farther medicines. 

Tuesday 5, 1 wrote a second letter to the authors of the 
Monthly Review 3 ingenious men, but no friends to the 
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.godhead of Christ^r Yet upon farther consideration, I 
judged it best to drop the controversy. . It is enough thait 
i h^re delivered my own soul : If they scorn, they aloncf 
^isbmbear it. 

• Sunday. 10, I preached (o a huge muttitude in Moorw 
fields, on Whjf will ye die^ O house of Israel ? It is 
fidd*prteching which does the execution still. For useful^ 
ness theie is mme comparable to it. 

: >Mcadfty 11, I went to Leigh. Where "we dined, a poor 
woman came to the door, with two little children. The^ 
seemed to be half starved, as wdl as their mother, who 
was also shivering with an ^ue. She was extremely thank* 
61 for a little food, and still more so for a few pills, whichr 
^Idom fail to cure that disorder. 

. In this little journey I read over a curiosity indeed, ft 
F^fench heroic poem, Voltaire's Henriade, He is a very 
Iirely writer, of a fine imaginaticm ; and allowed, I sup« 
pose, by all competent judges, to be a perfect master of 
the French Language : and by him I was more than ever 
convinced, that the French is the poorest, meanest .language 
in. Eurppe : that it is no more comparable to the Germait 
or Spanish, thaii a bag-pipe is to an organ : and that with 
r^ard to poetry, in particular, considering the incorrigible 
uncouthness of their m^isure, and their. always writing idr 
rhyme, ( to say nothing of their vile double rhymes, najr 
and firequent false rhjrmes) it is as impossible to write a 
fine poem in French, as to make fine music upon a Jew^^ 
liarp. V / 

Saturday 16, I baptized Hannah C— , late a Quaker^ 
God, as usiial, bore witness to his ordinance. A isolemn 
awe spread over the whole congregation, and many could 
not refrain from tears. 

Wednesday 20, I received the following letter : 

• "bBV. SIB, . 

,ic THE glory of God and the good of mankind are 
the motives that induce me to write the following.-— As it i&^ 
our duty to do all we can to make all around:^ us happy, I 
ijunk there is one thing which may be done to promote sa 
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blesied an end, which -witt, tt ihk same time, beViBty adv 
Mnfageoas te tbem tfmt pracCite it, namely, Toeffilciidl 
the obecene woids which ar^ writlen on hooftes, dooft, dt 
walls, by evil-minded men. Thb which I reocmitteiid to 
sthets I cmlfltanfly practise myself { and if ere^ I onttdlihig 
iii I am serertly checked, tmless I can produce some good 
reason fcv that odrission. I do it with a sponge^ wfalck foi 
(hat purpose I carry in my pockcA. The adTantagesIrei^ 
from hence u«, 1, Peace of codscience m doing my daty : 
9, Ithelpsme t6 con<)iier the fear of man, which is one of my 
greatest trials : 3, It is ntatter of joy, that I can do ilny the 
least Service ia any one. And as all persons, especially the 
young, are liable to temptations to impurity, I cannmit dft 
too much to remove such temptations either frommyscAf or 
others. Peihaps too, when the uiftqipy writehr pass by, 
and see their bad labours socm^ efia^, they may be dis^ 
eomraged from jmrsuin^ so shameful a work, yea^ and 
brought to a better mind. 

^ Perhaps in some jAaces it might not be amiss, lii fll^ 
room of what Is effaced, to Write some s^otts i&iktmoeif or 
short text of Scripture. And wherever we do this^ wtald 
it not be well to lift up our hearts to Ood, in behalf of those 
tinners, in this or the like manner, ^ Lord, lay not this sin 
U:^ thew charge : Father, forgive them ; for they know not 
Whatflieydo.'*' 

Monday 25, I b^an reading that excellent book,^ The 
Crospel-*Glass, to the morning congregation : a method 
which I find more profitable for instruction in righteousnesi^ 
than ally other manner of preachii^. 

Tuesday 86, I began reading over with the preachers 
fliat were in town, Mr. Pike's Philosophia Sacra. It con- 
tains the marrow of Mr. Hutchinson'd Philosophy clailly 
and modestly proposed s but upon a clo^ examination, I 
found the proofs were grievously defective. I ibdl ttc^er 
deceive Mr. Hu— 's creed, unless ipse dixif pass for 

evidence. 

Saturday Sfr, I yielded to imporfuhity, and spent m hooT 
%ith poor Mr* V—, who was awakened and fdutod peatir 
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\^ attending our preaching, and soon afier tumMl <|iiaken 
I did wonder at it once, but I ^o QOt now* One so fuU of 
kimself might turn Papist or Mahoraetad> 

Monday } Novraiber 1, was a day of triumphant joy, 
9fk AU-saints day generally isi^^ How supenlitiotts axe they 
who scruple giving God sdemn thwh* for the Ufed aad 
deaths of his saints 1 

Tusday 9, Haying procured an appatatos mi purposoi I 
ordered several persons to be electrified, who were ill of 
various disorders : some of whom found an imoiediate. aoope 
a gradual cure. From this time I appointed, first, somio 
houiB in every week, aud afterwards an hour in every day^ 
wherein any that desired it, might try the virtue of lUa 
Borprising medicine. Two or three years afier, our patienta 
If ere so numerous, that we were obliged to divide ihem : so 
part were electrified in Southwark, part at the Foundery ; 
qth^ near St. Paul's, and the rest near the Seven^luds.: 
the same method we have taken evar since. And to Urn 
i^x ¥^hUe hundreds, perhaps thousands, have received 
unspeakable good, I have not known one man^ woman,, or 
child, who has received any hurt thcireby. So that when I 
i)ear any talk of the danger of being dectrified, (especial^ 
if they are medical men who talk so ) I cannot b«A imputo 
it to groat want either of sense or honesty. 

Friday 13, I read ovef Leusdea^s DissertatiaD,. in dtiK 
fence of the Hebrew Pointy and was fully convinoDd^ thcnre 
iQ, a( least, asmuch tobesaid^ on this at on tiie other side 
of the question. But how is it that men are so positive oia 
both sides, while demonstration is to be had on neither i 
Certainly to be peremptory and dogmatical can never be so 
inexcusable, as in. a point so doubtfid as this ! 

Monday S3, I read with the pieachers this week, th^ 
Glasgpw Abridgment of Mr. Hutchinson's Works : .wh^eis 
the.Abridgers have expressed with surprising exactness,, net 
only hia sense, but his veiy q^it ; but iq truth I cannot 
admire either. Nay, I admire his hypothesis less and \t^\ , 
aa I see the whole is unsupported by Soriptore; vei^ ingia- 
njona, butqnite procarioufi* *. . 
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Wednesday December I,' One or two remarkable letbexi 
were put into my hands. Part of the first ran thus : 

^^ Blessed be God^ who desireth not the death of a sinnerf 
It {Aeased^ him^ not to cut off my son in his sins/ He gave 
him time to repent, and not only so, but a heart to repent.^ 
He shewed him his Iqfrt estate by nature, and that uidess he^ 
was reconciled to God by his Son, and washed in his blood ' 
^om all his sins, he could never be saved. After he was 
condemned at York, for a robbery on the highway, I at- 
feiided him in the condemned room. And, blessed be Grod, 
Be enabled me to preach the eveilasting Gospel to him. It 
was on Saturday he was condemned. It was on the Saturday 
following the Lord touched his heart. He then began t& 
wrestle with God in prayer, and lef^ not off till Sunday in 
the afternoon, when God, who is rich in mercy, applied the 
blood of his Son, and convinced him, he had forgiven him 
all his sins. He felt his soul at peace with God, and longed 
to depart and to b6 with Christ. The following week his* 
peace increased daily, till on Saturday, the day he was to' 
die, he came out of the condemned room, clothed in his^ 
shroud, and went into the cart. As he went on, the cheer- ^ 
fulness and composure of his countenance were amazing to 
all the spectators. At the place of execution, after he had 
spent some time in prayer, he rose up, took a cheerful leave 
oi his friends, and said, ^ Glory be to God for free grace.' 
His last words were, * LorclJesus, receive my soul.' 

** Part of the other letter wrote by himself to his wife, 
was as follows : 

*' MY BEAR, 

' ^' Righteous is the Lbrd^ and just are his judgments t 
His hand of justice cuts my life short, but his hand of mercy 
saves my soul« You, for one, are a witness of the course of 
life I led. Were it in my power I would gladly make 
amends to you and every one else that I have wronged. But 
seeing it is not, I hope that God and you, and every one 
else, will accept of my willing mind. In a few hours now 
I shall be delivered out of this miserable world. But glory 
be to God, he has given repentance and remission of sins 
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to me, the wont of sinners. He has taken away the $tihg 
of death, and I am prepared to meet my God. Let my 
example encourage every sinner, to forsake sin and come to 
God, through Jesus Christ. As a dying man I give you 
this advice. Give yourself wholly up to God. Pmy io him 
and never rest, till you have secured an interest in the 
Blood of Christ Live in his fear, and you, ( as well as I) 
shall die in his favour. So no more from, 
York Castle^ " Your dying Husband, 

' Aug. 20, M Richard Vaelet." 

Monday 6, I began reading to our preachers die lata 
Bishop of Cork's excellent Treatise on Human Understand- 
ing : In most points fiir clearer and more judicious than 
Mr. Locke's, as well as designed to advance^ a better 
cause. 

Friday 10, A person who was dying of a cancer in lier 
Inreast, and deeply convinced of sui, sent a post-chaise, in 
irhich I went to her at Epsom. I left her on Saturday mom* 
ii^, in strong hope, she should not go hence, till her eyes 
had seen his salvation. : 

In my fragments of time, in the following week, I read 
Mr. Hanway's accurate history of Shah Nadir, commonly 
called Kouli Khan : A scourge of Grod indeed i A prodigy 
of valour and conduct, but an unparalleled monster of rapine 
and cruelty. Alexander the Great, yea, Nero orIK>mitian, 
was an innocent in comparison of him. 

Sunday. S6, I buried the remains of Joseph Yarmr, an 
Isradite indeed. The peace which filled his heart during" 
his last hours, gave such a bloom io his very countenance, 
as leraained after death, to the surprise of all, who remem- 
bered the doud that used to hang upon it. . ^ 
^ Monday, January 3, 1757, I visited a poor dying back- 
dider, fiill :ctf good resolutions. But who can. tell, when 
tjhese imply a real change of heart ? And when they do not, 
'When they spring from fear only, what will they avail before 
Cod? 

Monday 10, I walked to Bishop Bonner's with Mr. 
-^ lately entered at Cambridgej^ full of good rc^lutions. 



Maj 6od ccMxtinme bisi bmidble and simpkr erf heiill/niM 
1m Muse and> leainiiag will do bim good. BqI how gieii 
«ure tbe odds against bim 9 

lgatiiidw)r 82, \ called iipon> one, wbo did tan well iar 
armml yedts > but for a; coMiderd[>Ie time be had cast off 
tbd very^form of rel%ioii. Yet his beait jfmA Mt aftt^itf 
haxfeiied. KDs dflterauned (o- set out once mim;' AAdfaintt 
that time^ be bai» faeeninxHe CDnfinned.ia waHdfag^sniiabljrii 
the Qoap^L • 

. Fridajr 28^ Mr. Ifieier, chaplain to one of the {ItoKwman 
sv^nMnts, called and spent an hour witb nie. ]( am sasprised 
at the scaJdijisnesB of all the Gesman nuntstehiy with wfasat I 
baire had occasion to convene: entirel3r diflerenli fimii ttbal 
portaiesa and aflfectationi of wit^ "which is. too comofaon in joit 
own Country. 

The fi^wing letteK (whkb I.reottved ttro oi ttiree 
months after> was. dated on this day^ 

M^ Though, yom and I may di^ in sooiei litfle ^tlungBy 
i have long, loured yon. and yonr hroAer^ and wishedl 
prayed for your success, as zealous reviinert df 
CUiridianity* If I diAer firoad yon in teaoper and design, 
m in the essentials: of rdigton, I am sure the* enor muBl 
lie oir my side. Blfessed be God for' hearta- to: Igifre im|0 
aaoAet. 

. ^^ As I knew your anrrespondence must be. very extensive, 
and your labours various and incessant, I intiended to haw 
b^t my pecuUar love foe you se^et, till we wamBi wdiere 
sea^aball ni> moieKdl hdiweenus. Biit yiiisr late ptooEi 
charity omstrains me to give you the trouble of a kittav 
I am coafident God wHl attend it with his blessing', anA 
render you useful at the distance of nearly 4000 miks. 
. ^^ How great is the honour God has conferred upcm you, 
in makiag yon a Kestorae of declining religion ? And after 
struggling through so much opposition^ and standing almost 
single, with what pleasure must you behold so many raised^ 
up, zealous in the same cause, though perhaps not raiilBsd^ 
imder the.same name, nor openly connected with you ! 

^^ I am embavomring in;my po<Mr- manner, to piomote^the- 



ifmio cause in. thb pait of oar guilt j ^bbe« Mjr suceote l!^ 

not equal to my wishes ; but it vastly siivpasses both my 

j^Qwrts wad my expectati<^i& I hate faeplicecl nearly a 

hmidred and fifty adult negroes, of whom abott^ flfty mb 

4||li9Mili^iioaiite. Unpolkbed as they aire, lilicl wufS of 

ifllt>n jifjtr the: art to dissenAIe ; buA, Vlcssed be Giod^ llie 

•gHkrrtlitj; W? them, as f^ as I can leai% aieveal Chriitiaiui t 

I h&Va IKK d^ubt, but sundry of thoai ato getialn^ tshS* 

ofAlnraham. Among them,' in the fh^tplace^Wkl'^ 

qoBumg the-poor white people, I have distiibfited the boofeb 

jrjM s^ me* 

^ Id(9sira you to ccmimunicaije .thib tojNmr IkivMier^ ai 

ing^i^ iiiM(ei|ded, f<Hr hm Andktmeaadffiy'CongMgatiW, 

particularly my poor negro converts, be &voured with yoair 

"BfBBLj^^^ In retlirn for whidi, I hope neither y«a ncnr your 

^afipae if(Ul 1^ fo]^tte», by ReRreMiidSii^ 

<^ YoUK afiipdio]iati» Feikm4iibau()^>, 
M^HSm^f n^ ^i^Si^i^ -^ and tMi^ged Servant^ 

.-. S^wdigr 30,. Knowing God was able to strengthmiBe^cnr 
his own work, I officiated at Snow^s-fietds^ as usual, befeire 
Iwml/ to West-street, wh^fe the w&mot took itie up be- 
twsen fear and five hoora. I pieaehed hi the eveninir 
aidiiSMet the Society.: and my strength wi» aa my day; 
I felt no more weariness at nighty than at ^bt in ^^ 
morning.. 

Sunday, February 6, the n^mber of oomnMudcants at 
vSpttal-fidda, made this Lord^s^day a Uttla> mora laborious 
flian the former : but jGod added prcpbrtionaMy to my 
stroigth ; so I felt no i^&m^iSQ* 

Thursday 10, At the request of tiie author, I took some 
pains in correcting an ii^enious book, shortly to be pub^ 
lished. But the more I consider them, the more I dqid:^ 
iof att vystems of astronomy. I doubt whether we can cer*- 
tunfy knoW) either the distance or magnitude of any star 
in. the. fiimament. Eke why do astronomers soimmenseljr 
^iffiar^ even with regard to the distance of the sun fifotiot the 
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earth ? Some affirming it to be only twelve, others ninetj 
million! of miles! 

About this time the following note was given into my hand 
at Wapping : 

<< John White, Master at Arms, aboard his Majesty's ship 
Tartar, now atPlymbuthy desires to return Almighiy Got 
jthanks, for himself and all the ship's company, fer thdr 
,pre3erv$ition in four diflPerent engagements they have lad 
with four privateers which they have taken : pahiculaily 
the last, wherein the enemy first boarded them. They 
cleared the deck, boarded in their turn, and took the ship^ 
thirty of the enemy being killed, and fifty more vround'ed. 
Only two of our crew were wounded, who, it is hoped, wffl 
recover/' . . i 

Wednesday Iff, Calling on a friend, I found him just 
seized with all the symptoms of a pleurisy. I advised him 
to apply a brimstone^plaister, and in a few hours he was 
perfectly well. Now, to what end, should this patient have 
taken a. heap of drugs, and lost twenty ounces v<^ Uood? 
To what end ? Why, to oblige the doctcHr and apothecary. 
Enough ! Reason go6d ! . 

. Tuesday S3, J preached at Deptford. Even this wilder* 
ness does at length blossom and bud as the rose. Never was 
there such life in this little flock before, nor such an increase 
in the number of hearer^. 

The following letter was written on Saturday 28. 
" Rev. and dear Sir, 

^^ When I was at Freshford, on January SO, in the morn- 
^ig, I scrupled singing these words, 

* Ye now afflicted are, ^ 

And hated for his name. 
And in your hodies bear 
The tokens of the Lamb.' 

I thought I was not afflicted, or hated, for the name of 

Christ : but this scruple was soon removed. For at Brad^ 

ford, in the evening, I was pressed for a soldier, and carried 

lo an inn, where the gentlemen were. - Mr. Pearse, hearing 

of it, came, and offered bail for my appearance the next 
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day. They 'said, ^They would take his word for ten 

tiiousand pounds : but not for me : I must go to the Round'^ 

Kouse ; ' the little Stone-Room on the side of the bridge. 

So thit-her I was conveyed by five soldiers. There I found 

nothing to sit on but a stone, and nothing to lie on but a 

little straw. But soon after, a friend sent me a chair, on 

irhich t sat all night. I had a double guard, twelve soldiers 

ih all : two without, one at the door, and the rest within. 

J[ passed the night without sleep, but not without rest ; for, 

Wessed be Grod, my peace was not broken a moment. My 

ftbdy was in prison, but I was Christ's freeman : my soul 

"iwrasTat liberty ; and even there I found some work to do for 

<3od : I had a fair opportunity of speaking to them Syho durst 

aibt leave me. And I hope it was not in vain. 

*^ in the morning I had leave to go to a private house, 
*trith only one soldier to guard me. About three in the 
^iftemoon I was carried before the Commissioners, and 
part of the act read, which empowered them to take, ^ Siich 
ablet>odied m^, as followed ho business, and had no lawful 
or sufficient maintenance.' Then, I said, ^ If these are the 
' men you are to take, I am not a proper person. For I do 
follow a lawful calling in partnership with my brother, and 
have also an estate.' The Justice said, ^ If you will make 
oath of that, I think we must let you go.' But the Com* 
missioners s^id, ^ No man could swear for Jiimself.' I said, 
^ Gentlemen, give me time, and you shall have full proof.' 
After a liHig debate they took a fifty pound bond for my 
qipearance on that day three weeks. All the time I could 
bless Grod that he counted me worthy to sufier for his 
name's sake. 

' ** The next day I set out for Cornwall. I tarried at home 
fimr dajrs, and then setting out with my brother James, came 
to Bradford last Saturday. On Monday, in the afternoon, 
Lappeared before the Commissioners, with the writings of 
mjr.^tate. When the Justice had perused them, and my 
Brother had taken his oath, I was set iat liberty. So the 
fierceness, of man turns to God's praise, and all this is for 

VOL. III. T 
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ihe furtherance of thei Gosj^l. I hope you iviU letQm God 
thanks for my deliveranco out of the hands isi umreasoBaUb 
and wicked men, William Hit6hbns.*' 

Sunday 37^ After the service at Snows-fieldS| I found my- 
lelf much weaker than usual, and feared I should not hi 
able to go through the work of the day, which is equal to 
preaching eight times. I th&refiwre prayed, that Grod would 
send me help: and as soon as I haddcme preaching at:WesU 
street, a Clergyman, who was come to town £Mr a few days^ 
came and offered me his service. So when I asked iixr 
strength, God gave me strength ; when for hdp^ be gavw 
this also. 

I had long desired to see the little flock at Norwich* 
But this I could not decently do, till I was able to rdbuild 
part of the Foundery there, to which I was engaged by my 
lease. A sum sufficient for that end was now unexpectedly 
given me, by one of whom I had no personal knowledge* 
So I set out on Monday 28, and preached in Norwich on 
Tuesday evening. Mr. Walsh had been there twdve or 
fourteen days ; and not without a blessing. After preaching 
I entered into contract with a Builder, and gave him part of 
the money in hand. On Wednesday and Thursday, I s/ei^ 
tied all our spiritual and temporal business, and on Friday 
and Saturday returned with Mr. Wakh to Londcm. 

Sunday 6, I had no help, and I wanted none ; fcnr God 
renewed my strength. But on Sunday 13, finding myself 
weak at Snows-fields, I prayed ( if he saw good ) that God 
would send me help at the Chapel : and I had it. A Gler* 
gyman whom I never saw before, came and offered me his 
assistance. And as soon as I had done preaching, Mr. 
Fletcher came, who had just then been ordained Priest, and 
luistened to the Chapel, on purpose to assist, as he supposed 
me to be alone. 

Monday 14, I went with T. Wakh to Canterbury, where 

I preached in the evening with great enlargement of spirit : 

but with greater in the morning, being much lefieslied at the 

sight of so large a number of soldiers^ And i& not God able 

\ - ... 
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^'kindle the 9^me fiie in the fleet, which he has already be- 
"fglta to kindle in the army ? 

Wednesday 16, 1 had the satis&ction to find an old st6nt« 
kearted sinner, who had been ddying God for nearly fonr- 
floore years, now become as a little child, and complaining 
of his own ignorance and ingratitude to God. 

Friday 18, I returned to London. Snnday 30, Mn 
jPletcher helped me again. How wonderful are the ways of 
God ! When my bodily strength failed, and none in Eng- 
land were able and willing to assist me. He sent me help 
ftom the mountains of Switzerland : And a help meet for 
me in every respect ; where cotild 1 have found such 
another ? 

Friday 25, After I had read to a serious Clei^man, the 
•ttnuitmion of ^^ The Doctrine of Odginal Sin," he moved, 
ihat we might spaid some time in prayer. And I found 
giealt liberty of spirit, in praying for Dr. Ta:ylor, and a strong 
hope, that God would shew him the truth as it is in Jesus. 
* About this t^ne, many of the children of God rested from 
Ikeir. labours. On Sunday 13, 1 buried Elizabeth Langdon^ 
wko^ after severe inward trials, was for several days in great 
piun, but m great peace. On Sunday 29, 1 buried^Hannah 
Lee^ a pattern of industry, meekness, aj^ patiaice. And 
on Sunday 27, I buried Mary Nay lor, who for several 
ffuak was a most eminent pattern of truly Christian courage, 
plainness of ^[leech, and plainness of apparel. A week be- 
fiwe, I had an opportunity (^ telling her all that was in my 
kcJorl, concerning her change, (not for the better) in all 
Qtese particulars. In the b^inhing of her illness, she was 
m gretA darkness and distress of soni : but while prayer was 
made for her, her bodOy pain ceased, and her soul received 
QB&d/htt. And on Monday 21, just at midnight, she 
quietly fell asleep. 

Wednesday 30, I rode to a geiitienian's near Beconsfield^ 
imd j^teached at six in the evening, in a large, convenient 
(Itee, filled with serious hearers, several of whom had come 
itttii six miles. Saturday 31, 1 was earnestly iniportuped^ 

T 2 • 
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to go over to High Wycombe. I went and preached thore 
at noon, on the Parable of the Sower. Perhaps Bcmie of the 
seedwhich has been sown here for many years, wiD, at length, 
bring forth fruit. At six it seemed as if the whole town of 
Beconsfield was assembled together. And I bear them wit- 
ness, they gave earnest heed, high and low, to the things 
which were spoken. . A large number of them were present 
in the morning. Fair beginnings these ! But he thai endur^ 
eth to the endj the same shall be saved. 

In returning to London, I read a Tract on ^^ The Law of 
Nature," wrote by a Counsellor of Geneva. I am sorry to 
find Dr. Taylor's poison, spread to the Alps also t and 
even printed and published at Grenoa, without any hinder- 
ance or animadversion ! 

Sunday, April 3, 1 paid one mcM'e visit to Thomas Single- 
ton, an amiable young man, called away at five and twenty, 
in the dawn of a flourishing business. The next day his 
spirit returned to God. 

On Good-firiday, in the evening, at the meeting of the So* 
ciety, God was eminently present with us. I read over, 
and enlarged upon Joseph AUeyne's directions for a thorough 
conversion to God, and desired all, who were able, would 
meet me on Monday, that we might perform our vows unto 
the Lord. 

Monday 11, At five in the evening, about twelve hun- 
dred of the Society met me at Spital-fields. I expected two 
to help me, but none came. I held out till between seven 
and eight. I was then scarcely able to walk or speak : but I 
looked up and received strength. At half an hour iafter nine^ 
God broke in mightily upon the congregation. Great in- 
deed was our glorying in him : we were filled with console* 
tion. And when I returned home between ten and eleven^ 
I was no more tired than at ten in the morning. 

Monday 13, I set out at five for Bedford. About seven 
the rain began. It did not intermit till noon, and was driven 
upon us by a most furious wind. In the afternoon we had 
some intervals of fair weather, and before five we reached 
Bedford. Mr. Parker, now Mayor, received us gladly. 
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•JIc hath not borne the sword in vain. There is no cursings 
ioT swearing heard in these streets: no work done on the 
l^onTs-day. Indeed there is no open wickedness of any 
kind now to be seen in BedfiNrd. O what may not one Ma-* 
f^istrate do, who has a single eye and a confidence in God ! 
Both in the evening and the following morning, I preached 
the Law^ as well ai$ the Gospel. The next evening I preach- 
^on All things are ready : come ye to the marriage. 
And Grod eminently confirmed his word. It seemed as if 
not one would be left behind. 

Wednesday 14, We rode to Leicester, where John 
Brandon has gatheried a small Society. I preached at seven. 
-The house ( supposed tx) contain a thousand people ) was 
thoroughly filled. I believe there were forty or fifty sol- 
diers ; and all heard, as for life. Thursday 15^ being in- 
-iMrmed the straight road to Birmingham was scarcely pass- 
able, we. went round by Coventry. Before six we reached 
Birmingham. . ■ 

. Saturday 16, I spoke . to each member of the Society. 
What hayock have the two opposite extremes. Mysticism 
anfd Antinomiaiiism made, among this once earnest and sim- 
ple people ! Had it not been good for those men not to have 
been bom, by whom these little ernes have been ofiended ? 
• In the afbemoon I rode to Dudley, where the work of 
God im^reases greatly, notwithstanding the immense scandal 
which has been given, by those who once rejoiced in the 
love of God. One of these has lately killed his own child, 
by a blow upon the head. After preaching I talked with 
M. B., who has be^i long a mother in Israel. ^^ I was 
under strong convictions, (said she) when twelve or thir- 
teen years old, and soon after found peace with God. But 
I lo6t it by degrees, and then contented myself with living a 
quiet, harmless life, till Mr. Charles Wesley eame to Wed- 
nesbury, in the year 174S. Soon after this my convictions 
returned, though not with terror, as before, but with strong 
tope,, and in a little time, I recovered peace and joy in be- 
lieving. This I never lost since, but for 48 hours (by 
speaking angrily to my child. ) Not long alfter Mr. Jones 
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talked particularly Tirith me, about die wickadueiti.of sly 
lieart* I went home in great trouble^ whidi did not cnm, 
4iII one day, sitting Ui my bouse, I heard It voice say, Sn mjr 
inmost soul, ^ Be ye holy ; for I am holy.^ From tbit 
hour, for a year and a quarter,, (though I tiever lout my 
l>eace) I did nothing but loijg, and weqi, and pniy> fiir in- 
ward holiness. I wias then sitting one day, Aug. 2S, .1744^ 
about eight in the momiog) musing and praying as usoal^ 
when I seemed \o hear a loud voice, saying 9^ once to n^ 
heart, and to my outward e^rs, ^ This day shall salvatian 
come to thi^ house.' I mn up stairs, and presently the powar 
of God came upop me, so fliat I shook all over like aleaf. 
Then a voice s^id, ^ This day is salvation come to this 
house.' At the insta^^t I fdt an entire change. I was fidl 
of love, and full of God. I had the witness in myself, that 
he had made an end Qf sip, md taken my whole bejart fiir 
ever. And from that moipent, I have never, lost (he witnina^ 
nor felt any thing in my heart but pure love." 

Sunday 17j The rain coni^xained tne toi preadji within at 
eight, though the house would ill contain the congregation : 
but we prayed, that God, if he saw good, would 9tdy the 
bottles of heaven^ for- the sake of that at Wed^esbury. 
And before we came thither, the rain stayed, so that I proi- 
clai0\ed Christ crucified, in the opea air, to such a congre- 
gation as no house could have contained. At five I preach* 
ed to a still larger co^gregatipn, on He that believetk 
skali be saved. As soon as I had done, the rain retiimed, 
and continued, great part of the pight^ 

Monday 18, In the evening I preached at Biltopclk, to 
an earnest' popgr^ation, and ^ined twenty of them in a 
Society ; one of whom had Christ clearly revealed to him, 
thirty years ago : but he could find none who understood 
what l\e fiiaid) till the Methodists, ( so called ) came* He 
clave to them immediately, rejoicing with them and over 
them, who w&se partakers of like precious &ith. 

Tuesday 1 9^ Between Nantwiph and Poole, a thick, black 
cloud came ^ross us, out of which issued such a vibkat 
wind) a9 w^s ready tp hear itoipff our horses ; but in five 
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miDatos time, the irmd feD, and the cloud bore clear away. 
Wednesday 90, the ccmgr^atifMi at Chester in the evening 
mnB as qniet and serions as that at the Foundery : and the 
Society was nearly a third part laiger than when I was here 
«i Automn. Thursday SI, I rode to Liverpool, where I 

ftnnd about half of those I left in the Society. James S 

Iiad raiept away the rest, in order to which he had told lies 
innumerable. But none whamake lies their refiige will 
{■nspekr. A little while and his building will moulds away. 
Sunday 91^ we had two ^eiy useM sermons at Str Tho- 
MasVi Ohureh t the one, on counting the cost, before we 
tegin to tuUd: the other, on Be ye angrtf^ and sin noi. 
liaid both of them were exactfy suitable to the present case 
of many in the congregation. 

The :npper part of the high spire of the Church was 
Uowndoim in the late storm. The stones being bound to- 
gether ^y etiong iron-cramps, hung waving in the air for 
'aone tinsA : then they broke through roof, pews, gallery,and 
{WreBient, and made a deep dint in the ground. . 

Monday 95, I walked to the Infirmary, standing on a 
I1U9 at the north end of the town. The Seamen's Hospi- 
ial IB jilined to it, on each aide, by sraai-circular piazeas. 
AM is extremely clean and neat, at least equal to any thing 
lit London^ The old seamen have a smaller or larger aUpw- 
««noe, accoidiBg to their fomilies. So that nothing is want- 
ii^ to make their lives easy and comfortaUe— but the love 
<r£ God.: I afterwards spent an hour with Mr. Peter White- 
field, a man of strong understanding and vairious learnings 
His dissertatbm indefence of theHelHew points j {which he 
#snt me the next morning ) 'is &r more satisfactory than any 
thing which I ever heard or read upon the subject. 
• Thursday S8, 1 talked with one, who I7 the advice of |us 
pastor^ had very calmly and ddiberatdy beat his vrife wkh a 
iai^ atidc, till she was black and blue, almost ham head 
lofeot. And he insisted, ^^ It vras his duty so to do, be« 
«au8e die was surly and ill-natured. And that he.was full 
tsf foidi idl the time he was doing it, and had beea so ever 
litieel*' 
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. Saturday 30, I took a view of the Free-Scfao6l, a tnily 
DoUe benefitdion. Here seventy boys and thirty girls aie 
entirely provided for. The building forms three' sides of a 
sqrare, stud is rather elegant than jmagnificent. . The chil- 
dren are taught to work, in their several ways, as well as ^ 
read and write. -The school, the dining-roams, and the 
Ibdgings are plain and clean. The whole was the gift of one 
manj Mr. Blundell, a merchant of Liverpool*. . 

Monday, May S, T preached at Warrington about noon, 
to a wild, staring people, (very few excepted) who seemed 
just ripe for mischief. Vint the bridle was in their jmres. In 
the evening I preached at Manchester. Wednesday 4, I 
rode over to Hayfield, and preached at one in the* Church, 
to a congregation, gathered from all parts. . ; ; 

. Thunfday 5, I enquired of John Johnson coneeming 
'Miss Ber^sford. The sum of his account was this : ^^She was 
always ah' innocent, sober young woman, having the iiirin 
4>f godliness, till she was convinced of sin, and: soon aft» 
justified. She was a pattern both of piety and industry. 
Notwithstanding her fortune and her sickliness, she was ne- 
v^r unemployed ; when she had no other work, working for 
-the poor. And the whole tenor of her conversation was such, 
that it. is still a common saying, ^ If Miss Beresford be not 
gone to heaven, nobody ever will.' She had a vehem^ 
love to the word of God, and spared no pains in order to 
hear it. Frequently she would not go to bed all night, lest 
she should miss the morning preaching. She Ipst no oppor- 
tunity of meeting with her brethren, to whom her heart was 
closely united : nor was she afraid or ashamed to own the 
poorest of them, wherever she met them, and whatever com* 
pany she was in. The very sight of them occasioned a joy 
in her soul, which she neither could, nor desired to hide. 
When her weakness confined her to her room, she rejoiced 
with joy unspeakable : more especially when she was deli- 
-vered from all her doubts, concerning Christian perfection. 
Never was any one more athirst for this, for the whole mind 
that was in Christ. And she earnestly exhorted all her bre- 
thren, vehemently to press after it. The more her bodily 
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iistraigth decayed, the moire ishe was strengthened in spirit; 
Shd called upon £31 that vfer6 Mrith her, ^ Hielp me to re- 
joice ; help me to praise God^' : Having nofear^ but a 
jealousy over herself^ lest' she shi^uld exceed in her desire to 
-be with Christ.'' - » " . : "i :..' 

<^. As soon as I came to Asbboum^ she s»it for me and brolce 
out, ' I am just at my journey's end. Whai a ijiercy, 
th^ I, who have done so little for^God, should' be so soon 
Jtakenup to him ^3 O, I am full of the love c^God : I dsrb 
not exercise my feith fully upon God : the ■■ glOTry of the 
licnrd IB so ^rfeat, that I cannot ^bear it.- I am overwhelmed. 
My ..natural' life is almost gone, with the briglitnc^ss of his pre^ 
seacev. Sometimes I am> even forced to cry .out, Lord^ 
itay thy hand, till I come intoglory. I asked, ^ Have 
-you hUely &&? any remains of sin in you ? ' Shesaid^ : ^ I felt 
pride some weeks ago.' And it seems, this wasithe' la^st 
'tiaie. She-added, ^ I have now no .will ; the Will of Gkx) is 
ttdne« I can bring my dearekst'triends before the Lord/; audi 
while I amipjtayii^ for them, tbe^dry ofthdLoidiisO'Over^ 
powers ine, that I am- lost, amdadoreMn silencb tite God' (tf 
;|ieaTeii'.' ; She cried out, '^ Tdl all from md, -filial perfect 
;tiott is attainable, ahdexhpri.ail to press after it.'^^ What & 
blessing is it, that I have no Weary hours ! Thougli I ' anl 
bonfinedtomy bed, night and' day, and can take sckrcel;^ 
any thing but water to refreshr me,' yet I am lik6a|^ant re^ 
freshed with wine.' 

^ f< Afteirwards she broke out, * If I hadliveid in what the 
workl calls pleasure, what a miserable creature should I 
have been ih>w ! What should 1 be, if I had no God on 
my side ? When the fire has made ^tne bright, then I shall 
go to my Grod.': She prayed largely for all states of man- 
. kind ; but particularly^ for the prosperity of the Church ; 
and for the Society at Ashboum, that God would omtinub 
aild increase his work among them. When she altered for 
death^ she called for her mother 'and brothers, to each of 
whom ishe gave an earnest exhortation. Then. she said^ 
^ Now I have no more to do here. I am ready to diis. 
Semi ta Mr. W.y and4ell him, I abi sorry^ I-did not sooner 
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bdierertlie doctrine of perfect iMdiiiess. Bleasei be God, I 
aowknowtftDbeihetrutb!' After gveaflyrqoicliqfm God 
jfor ilvadayftmoie^ she said one morniiig', '^ I dfeamed bit 
m^Aj I heaid a Toioe, Christ will come to<-day for his 
bride. It is for me. He will come for me to day/ And a 
^fefw.bcHm «Aeis, witlioiit one straggle, or sigh, or groan, she 
fVwAy fel adeep.^ 

. One who' was intiniatdy acqaaiated with her, writes 
thusr ^^ Gloiy be to God for the blessed priyilege I enjoyed 
qf bmng with Jber, :iiig^t and day, for a month before she 
died. Wbm J wient. 4o her jferst, she had kept her bed 
sopie dltys,' and was «£iatriwely weEik : aad yrt,.> she spoke 
(KMisidemUy plainer, thaa tPffx I heard her in my life*, 
fihecall^,^ is s^n as 2 entensd tte room, ^ My dear firirad^ 
gtre hi^ your hantt. Jbet us rcljoice that my time is so near 
approaclHfl|^. Do. not mourn: You know it is iriiat we 
ctspecledw'^i I was soon brought to wish her safc on the 
bappgy' ahdre. She said, /This is true friendship c tMt 
how is it'diat I do not fod jceater tranqports cSP love, now I 
imi sd neair tbetirae of seeing myliord £au:e to foce ? Indeed 
I am asbame^ to approach him, before whom the angdb 
▼eil tbdr fakles !^ She often said, ^ I take it'as a fresh tok^ 
of hfaloivie, Chat he sentyoM tome at this time.' Her pains 
were great: but she bore all wiib invincible patience and 
j[^ign0ti<w, and often ^aid9 • ^ I find it good for me to be 
aiBicted : in his time I shall come out thoroughly purified.' 
/Afterwards she said, ^ I expedience more upon thk bed, of 
pny owa nothingness, and the free grace of God in Christ, 
ftbau ever I did ia all oiy life. The best of my performances 
wo^ld be damnable without Christ. ' 

^^: Several di^s before her death, her love was so great 
that^be cried, ^ I am ovearcome, I am overcome, I am oyct- 
come.' Aad when she had strength io speak, she praised 
QoA lA a wonderful manner. Evoi when she was light- 
headed, her talk was wholly concerning the things of God. 
^3he called to Mn Wesley, as if he had been by h^, and 
.said, ^ O Sir, how hard it is for the rich to enter into the 
;;fci«{gdo|i|. of hc^yeu ! I am i^vie^ s but I am but just saved/ 

8 
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Wfaea lier fetar abated, she told me, . she badi ilrtaui^ 
thiut £iie was with him* Aqd sometiiiies I could scastely pert 
fpude her but he had beea there. 

. <^ She a£ter asked, if Isawno jnoseappeanuibae ^d^atb 
ill her faceyeC; mhea I told ber, there was, .^q ^gB^d 
I. would indulge her with a hoking'^h^} md;. }Qoj(if]f 
oamestly kito it, she said, with tnuus^ri^ ^ I is^Ter.paw.oiyr 
self with so much pleasure in mjr lile t* Ow Sttmrdaiy mc^nit 
ing at six, slfte- said, ^ My Saidour :.will comi^ (0^49^9 -ftnd 
fetch his, bride*' i Yet about ei^t she aaid^ .^. Kj^w jbad 
fM what I have done this, morning, it womld: haye.ikiUkd 
you. 1 had lost sight of God.' (Perhaps in the iMt ^ooaflAOt 
MBtth prmeipaliiiei and powers.) From this timel 9k0 was 
filled with joy, but spoke little. Her eyes :#ara lift^iupito 
lieayen, till her soul was released ^ with so nmoh e^ise^ that 
I did not know when shedrew her last breath.'! r : ; 
- So died Judith Berresfiord, as it were a hundr^. yeafi 
old, at the age of four and twenty. A little more of her Jjfy^ 
and of her spirit^ may be learned fipom one or two of her 
tetters. ' ,:,.■ .: .. r, 

. ^^ How can you love me^ fiioco there is still fu^h il m^" 
ture of evil ^in all I say or do l But why sjhoidd la^ ttiii 
question ? The Ijoid himself loves me ; and in th^i»3^ dis- 
pensatkms o( his proyidence, he has. mercifully di^cpy^rieif 
to jme some sins of a refined nature, whiich befi)lie J w^f 
almost ignorant of and now wait and pray to be d^vcyi^ 
firom. Andl canjojrfuUy add, theLord ispigh(to4^t|^t 
call upon him. He will fiilfil my desire, though m4 m I 
desiiedp—His way and his will are best. But how long ^^ 
I acknowledge this, witbQUt impUcijtly subu^ttipg tp it,? 
My own will I am apt to think good in such cases,^ and to 
grieve when it js <Hrossed. So that J easily^ discern ^onf need- 
fiii it is $>r i^e ti^ be tried, an4 made to sacrifip^ to the XiQpii 
f^ th^ which costs me something. I need, upt say, f^r tii^ 
above, alas, wUl tell you, that I c»fmfA answer aII. your 
questions in the affirmative. For 4id I continfu^Uy ^i^ jQp^ 
piesent with me, and always walk in the %ht ^f .h^.CQ^ar 
leaaiioe^ most suyrdy theve could be iiq p^rt dfudi^ if fA^ 
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Vet this I can say, that I see his hand stretched out to save 
and to deliver. And my trust is, that before I go hence, I 
shall behold all his salvation : and if it can serve any 
good purpose, he will open my lips to declare his praise, 
and let a poor creature glorify him in her death; For this 
I' pray, and rejoice in hope,* knowing the God. whom I save 
is aUe to fulfil In me all the good pleasure x)f his wUl, and 
the work of fidth with power. 

^^ As to th^ shadows of thisworld, I think I may tndy 
say, they are as nothing to me. The evil (for certainly it 
must he'same) that at times interposes between God and my 
ioul, is, I believe, of a mere spiritual nature. The stirrings 
of priife I toonetimes feel, and I trust, shall bewail as long^as 
one spiurb'irenumis. 

^< My dear Mend, adieu ! I trust we shall have a happy 
meeting at last. In the mean time I am persnaded, a few 
lines from you would add greatly to my peace and com- 
fort. I am, ^ 

'- ** Your very loving, and (I hc^) 

Sept. 7, 1756. « obedient chfld, J. BJ" 

' In answer to a Letter wherein I desired some account of 
her Experience, she wrote as follows : 

^^ How does it add to the glory of the almighty Saviour, 
that from my very in&ncy, this rdbel heart has felt the draw- 
ings of his love ! Therefore, since you desire to* know, how 
I was first convinced that I was a poor guilty sinner, I must 
begin with saying, that goodness and mercy have followed 
me all my days. But I know not how to proceed, the w(vk« 
ings of sin and grace that I have felt are beyond description. 
Yet out of the mouth of babes and sucklings the IxNrd can 
perfect praise. 

^^ My childhood was spent in much simjdicity and peace. 
The Lord drew me to himself with the cords of love, and I 
found great joy in pouring out my soul befine him. Ori^nal 
sin I was quite igncNrant of; but actual sins I fUt and be- 
wailed, and afi^ some time spent ui weeping for them, I felt 
peace, and renewed my resdutkms : but th^ could not last 
Vm% ; for pride^ envy, and all maanor of evil, now sprang 
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iip in my heart. Yet at times I had strong convictions^ and 
cxften resolved to be very serious when I was oider^ v. 

*^^ So I went on from eight or ten years old, till seventeen^ 
Then I was indeed as bad as bad could be ; desiring nothing 
bat to be admired, and was filled with all that jfoolish vaoiity^ 
which poor young women are most prone to. Christmas, 
1750, I was advised to partake of the Lord's^Supjper. I 
knew it was right, but was conscious of my ignorance and 
unfitness for it. However I endeavoured to prepare myself, 
and was pretty well satisfied, after t had made a fi^rmal con- 
fession of my sins, and shed some tears for them. 

^ ^^ About this time there was a great talk of Methodism^ 
and a cousin of mine was brought to seek the Lord. I went 
to visit her in January, 1751, and told her before I came 
away, ^ I knew I was not what I ought to be, and should 
be glad to be instructed.' From this time we carried on a 
cxnrrespondence,* and, by degrees, light broke in upon my 
heart. But, alas ! (hough J well knew, that in me was no 
godd thing, and seemed to disclaim my own righteousness, 
yet the idol lurked within, and I really trusted, in my own 
prayers and other duties. In this manner I ^ent on that 
whole year, toward the end of which my corruptions were 
more violent. Sin took occasion by the commandment, and 
I was often ready to be carried ^ll?ay by the torrent. 

• :^' February, 1752, it pleased God to take my dear friend. 
This )[ippeared to me a heavy judgment. Yet I afterwards 
saw how it was tempered with mercy, as it taught me to 
trust in none but the everlasting Arm. Her death happily 
proved the occasion of her elder sister's conversion. The 
Uessing of a. Christian friend was restored to me,, and we 
received each other as firom the Lord. 

^^ In 1753 and 1754, 1 had great outward afflictions, and 
at times strong inward conflicts, though,, blessed be God, 
I generally found comfort in pouring out my. complsiints 
before him. But towards the end of 1754, I began to fed 
my hope decline ; and for several nights in secret prayer 
I was in strong agony of spirit. The Lord then, while I 

was upon my knees, stripped off all my fig-kltves. At the 
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fiane tune he shewed me the aU^^snfficiency \Df Jesm Christ 
to save siimeiB, to^isaye mty Ihe chief, and I vmB eoMed to 
cry out: ^ My Lord and ny. God, I have ledemptiim in thy 
UwmL' From this hatppy time I went on my way iqoicing; 
though I was, at times, grievoody assanlAed both fay the 
stinrings of my old comiptioDs, and temptations fircnn the 
devil, blasphenioos thoughts in paiticnlar. I always ei- 
perienoed something of this befoie the sacraments hot th« 
liovd made a way finr me to escape* 

> ^^ In the beginning of the year 1755, we had pieachiiy 
near Ashboum. This I had wished for kng. And h0# 
I was honoored with snffisrii^ a little for the name of 
Christ. At first I was rather ashamed; bat the Ijoid 
strengthened me : and, so great a blessii^ did I find, by 
ccmyersing with these dear people, that I foaied none of 
those things, which I did, or might suffier. My acqnaint* 
ance were now less fimd of my ccmipany ; and they that 
looked upon me shaked their heads. This proved an 
unspeakable blessing; for cStm had I cavse to fear the 
love of men. 

^^ From the time of my becoming serious, or, rather, 
b^inning to aim at it, my health visibly declined. This 
at first occasioned me some trouble; -because all cried out, 
^ It was being too religious. ' But alleniFards I saw great 
mercy in this chastisement, and the consequences of it; 
one of which was, that I had a just excuse, even in the 
judgment of others, for refraining from many things, which, 
in my circimstances, could not otherwise have been avoided, 
without great opposition from those who were near and deior 
unto me. Not that I ever fiisted : God knows I have been 
deficient in this as well as every other duty. Bat I had a 
happy liberty of usii^ some little self-denial; for which the 
Lord be praised! 

^^ O, how has he led me, and carried me in his bosom! 

Js it not wonderful? And yet I have not told you a tenth 

part. But the time feils; and my strength fidls. Praise 

God with me; and Id; us magnify his name together.' 

0(A. 1, 1766. 



» 
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- I believe this w^s one of the last kttfers she virote.i— ^ 
Shortly after, she was called hence. 

^ So nnaffected, to compoi'd a mind i 
• So firm, yet toft i so ttfoiig^ yet to refin^i 
Heay'D, as its purest gdU,.witk tortare tried:— 
fhe Saint sustained it, buf the Woman died." - 

; An account of a widely-difieient nature I lecdved, about 
this time, from Ireland: ^^ Thomas B., dbput three milea 
jGrom Tyrrel's-Pass, was at the point of death, by a yidlent 
rapture« While they^were praying for him in Ihe Society^ 
faeiwas at onoe restored to perfect health. He continued ib 
health for several years, and in the knowledge and lore of 
God. But no sooner did he return to fcdly, than his dis^ 
Older returned; and, in some months, . it put an end to his 
}i£^ He died as stupid as an ok." 

Monday, June 9, I rode oyer the mountains to Hudders* 
fieldw A wilder people I never saw in Engltmd. The men, 
women, and children^ filled the street as we rode along, 
and appeared just ready to devour us. They were, how«» 
ever, tolerably quiet while I preached: only, a few pieces 
ai dirt were thrown: and the bell-man came in the middle of 
the sermon ; but was stopped by a gentleman of the town. 
Ihadalmo8tdone,whenthey began to ring the bdls; so that 
it did us small disservice. How intdlerable a thing is the 
goqjd of Christ, to them who are readved to serve the devil ! 

Wednesday 11, I preached, about one, at Wakefield^ 
in a sniaU meadow near tiie town. When I began, the sun 
shone exceedingly hot : but, in a few minutes it was co« 
V^ed with clouds. The- congregation was more quiet and 
serious than ever I saw there>before. Almost as soon as I 
bad done speaking, the sun broke out again. 

Thursday IS, I finished Dr. Rogers' '^ Essay on the 
Learning of the Ancients." I think he has clearly proved, 
that th^ had microscopes and telescopes, and^ knew all 
thM is valuaUe* in the modern astronomy : but indeed he 
has fully shewn the whole frame of this to ,be quite uncer- 
tain, if not quite self-contradictory* The latter end of the 
weds: I spent at Bradford. 
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Sunday 15, At five the house contained the congtega- 
tion: but at eight, they. coyered the {dam adjoiiugto it. 
The sun was hot, tiU the clouds int^iposed : it ^93. a solemn 
and comfortable season. . As soon as the service of the 
Church was ended, I b^ah'at the <:nd of the house again, 
and exhorted a willing liiidtimidJe to follow after charity. 
A shower of rain and hail fiell as I drew to a conduaion ; 
but it did not disturb the congregation. 

Soon. after, I took horse forBirstal. The congregation 
here wai^ treble to that at Bradford: but as they stood one 
above another, on the circular slope of the hill, my voice 
commanded them all. ' Though I spoke longer than I 
usually do, I found nowearisomeness or weakness. Shall 
not they that trust in the Lord renew their strength? Yea, 
as long as the sun and moon endure. On Monday and 
Tuesday T preached in the neighbouring towns. 

Wednesday 18, I rode in the afternoon from Halifax, 
over the huge', but extremely pleasant and fruitful. mountains 
to Heptonstal. A large congregation was /waiting for ns, 
not only on the groimd, but on the side and tops of the 
neighbouring houses: but no scoffer or trifler was. seen 
among them. It rained in the adjoining valley, all or most 
of the time tliat I was preaching : but it was fair with us 
on the top of the mountain. What an emblem of God's 
taking up his people into a place of safety, while the storm 
falls on all below ! 

Here I was informed of the Earthquake the day before. 
On Tuesday, May 17, many persons in several parts within 
five or six miles, heard a strange noise under the ground, 
which some compared, to thunder, others to the rumbling 
of carts: quickly after, they felt the earth rock under them, 
and wave to and fro. Many who were within doors, heard 
their pewter and glass clatter, many in the fields felt the 
ground shake under their feet : and all agreed as to the time, 
thougli they knew nothing of each other's account. 

Thursday 19, I preached at Ewood about seven, not in- 
tending to preach again till the evening : but Mr. Grimshaw 
begged I would give them one sennon at . Gawksham : after 
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tvliich we climbed up the enormbus mountain, I think equal 
to any I saw in Grerinanyy on the brow of which we were 
saluted by a severe shower, which a big'h wind drove full 
in our &ces, almost till we came to Haslenden. Here I 
learned, that the Earthquake observed near Heptonstal, 
had been sensibly felt by very many persons, from Bingley^ 
three miles eastward of Keighley, to the neighbourhood of 
Prestont It was every where preceded by a hoarse rum-» 
bling, about three o'clock i so thatj in a few minutes, it 
had rfm from east to west, between fifty and sixty miles. 

Friday 20, I preached near Paddiham at eight, to a 
Idige, wild congregation ; about noon at Rough-Lee, wbjere 
those who stood firm in the storm, had melted away in the 
calm* At Keighley I had neither voice nor strength left: 
but while I was preaching my strength retiirned. 

Saturday SI, I had a little conference with our preachers : 
in the afternoon I preached at Bingley. I have not lately 
seen so genteel a congregation : yet the word of God fell 
heavily upon them. Sunday 33, after preaching at five, I 
took horse for Haworth. A December storm met us upon 
die mountain; but this did not hinder such a congregation, 
as the Church could not contain. I suppose we had nearly 
a thousand communicants, and scarcely a trifler among 
tliem^ In the afternoon, the Church not containing more 
than a third of the people, I was constrained to be in the 
Church-yard. The rain began as soon as I began to speak : 
but they regarded it not : For God sent into their hearts 

The former and the latter rain : 
The lote of God, and love of man. 

Monday 33, I lock horse at four. It rained till noon 
without intermission : And we had heavy showers in the 
afternoon^ However^ we reached Ambleside in the evening. 

Tuesday 34, We rode by Keswick to Whitehaven. 
Within a few miles of the town, I was so tired that I could 
scarcely either ride or walk. But all weariness was gone 
before I had preached a quarter of an hour. 

Wednesday S3, I was surprised to see not only hedges 

VOL. III. u 
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and shrubs without a green leaf upon them, but abundance 
of trees likewise naked as in the depth of winter. Upon 
enquiring, I found that on the 23d of October^ a Yioknt 
wind had gone through all these parts, which not only threw 
down chimnies, walls, and bams, and tore up trees bj the 
roots, but scorched every green thing that it touched, as 
with fire, so that all the leaves inunediately fell off, and not 
only bushes and fruit trees, but elms, oaks, and firs^ wi- 
thered away to the very roots. 

Friday 87, I preached at Branthwait about noon. Many 
of the congregation came from far. The rain was suspend- 
ed from ten till evening, so that they had opportunity both 
of coming and returning. This also was an answer to 
prayer. And is there any such too little to be remembered ? 

Whitsunday, May 89, After preaching at eight and at 
two, I hastened to Cockermoutb. I bc^an without delay, 
and cried to a listening multitude. If any man thirsty lei 
him come unto me and drink. The word had free course. 

« 

Even the gentry desired to drink of the living water. Mon- 
day SO, I rode to Wigton, a neat, well-built town, on the 
edge of Cumberland. I preached in the Market-place at 
twelve. The congregation was large and heavily attentive. 
Between four and five we crossed Solway firth, and before 
seven reached an ill-looking house, called. The BroWj 
which we came to by mistake, having passed the house we 
were directed to. I believe God directed us better than man. 
Two young women, we found, kept the house, who had 
lost both their parents; their mother very lately. I had 
great liberty in praying with them and for them. Who 
knows but God will fasten something upon them, which 
they will not easily shake off? 

Tuesday SI, I breakfasted at Dumfries, and spent an 
hour with a poor backslider of London, who had been 
some years settled there. We then rode through an uncom- 
monly pleasant country, (so widely distant is conunon re- 
port from truth ! ) to Thorny-hill, two or three miles from 
the Duke of Queensborough's seat, an ancient and noble 
pile of building, delightfully situated on the side of a plea- 
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fiant and fruitful hill : but it gives no pleasure to its owner i 
for he does not even behold it with his eyes. Surely this is 
a sore evil under the sun: A man has all things, and eiz- 
jojf$ nothing. We rode sKfterwards partly over, and partly 
between some of the finest mountains, I believe, in Europe, 
higher than most, if not, than any in England, and clothed 
with grass to the very top. Soon after four we came to 
Leadi-hill, a little town at the foot of the mountains, wholly 
inhabited by Miners. 

Wednesday, June 1, We rode on to Glasgow : a mile 
short of which, we met Mr. Gillies, jiding out to meet us. 
In the evening the tent (so they call a covered pulpit) was 
placod in the yard of the Poor-house, a very large and 
commodious place. Fronting the pulpit was the Infirmary^ 
with most of the patients at or near the windows. Adjoin- 
ing to this was the Hospital for Lunatics : several of them 
gave deep attention. And cannot God give them also the 
qiirit of a sound mind ? After sermon, they brought four 
children to baptize. I was at the Kirk in the mornings 
while the minister baptized several, immediately after ser- 
mon : so that I was not at a loss, as to their manner of bap* 
tizing. I believe this removed much prejudice. . 

Friday 3, At seven the congregation was increased, and 
an earnest attention sat on. every face. In the afternoon we 
walked to the College and saw the new Library, with the 
collection of pictures. Many of them are by Raphael^ 
Rub^is, Vandyke, and other eminent hands : but they have 
not room to place them to advantage, their whole building 
being very small. 

Saturday 4, I walked through all parts of the old Cathe- 
dral) a very lar^e and once beautiful structure ; I think^ 
more lofty than that at Canterbury, and of nearly the same 
length and breadth. We then went up the main. steeple^ 
which gave us a fine prospect, both of the City and the ad- 
jacent Country. A more fruitful and better cultivated plain^ 
is scarcely to be seen in England. Indeed nothing is want- 
ing but more trade (which would naturally bring more peo- 
ple) to miake a great part of Scotland no way inferior to the 

v2 
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best Counties inf England. I was much pleased with the 
seriousness of the people in the evening : but still I prefer 
.the English congt^egation. I cannot be reconciled to m«» 
sitting at prayer^ or covering their heads while they are 
singing praise to God. 

Sunday 5^ At seven the congregation was just as large 
^ my voice could reach : and I did not spare them at all* 
So if any will deceite himself, I am clear of his blood. la 
the afternoon, it was judged two thousand at least, went 
away, not being able to hear : but several thousands heard 
very distinctly, the evening being calm and still. After 
preaching I met as many as desired it, of the members of 
the praying Societies. I earnestly advised them to meet 
Mr. Gillies every week : and at their other meetings, not 
to talk loosely and in general (as their manner had been) on 
some head of religion, but to examine eadl other's hearts 
and lives. 

Monday 6, We took horse earty, and in thre6 hours 
reached 'the Kirk of Shots : where the landlord seemed to. 
be unusually affected, by a few minutes conversation : as 
did also the woman of the house where we dined. We 
came to Musselborough at five. I went to an inn, and sent 
for Mr. Bailiff Lindsey, whom I had seen several years ago. 
He came immediatelyj and desired me to make his house 
my home. At seven I preached in the Poor-house to a large 
and deeply attentive congregation. . But the number of 
people making the room extremely hot, I preached in the 
morning before the door. Speaking afterwards to the mem- 
bers of the Society, I was agreeably surprised, to find more 
than two-thirds knew in whom they had believed, and the 
tree was known by its fruits. The national shyness and 
stubbornness were gone, and they were as open and 
teachable as little children. At seven, five or six and forty 
of the fifty dragoons, and multitudes of the towns-people 
attended. Is the time come, that even these wise Scots 
should become fools for Christ's sake ? 

Wednesday 8, I rode to Dunbar. Here also I found 
a little Society, most of them rejoicing in God their Saviour. 
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At eleYenl went into the main-street, and began speaking to a 

• congregation of two men and two women. These were soon 
joined by above twenty little children, and not long after by 
a large number of young and old. On a sudden the sun 
•broke out and shone full in my face : but, in a few moments^ 

I felt it not. In the afternoon I rode to Berwick-upon* / 
Twieed. They did not expect me till the next day : how- 
ever, a congregation quickly assembled ; and one as large, 
if not larger, at five in the morning. 

Thursday 9, To-day, Douglas^ the Play which has made 
so much noise, was put into my hands. I was astonished 
4o find, it is one of the finest tragedies I ever read. What 
pity, that a few lines were not left out ! and that it was ever 
acted at Edinburgh I Friday 10, I found myself much out 
of order, till the flux stopped at once, without any mediciae. 
But being still weak, and the sun shining extremely hot, I 
was afraid I should not be able to go round by Kelso. Vain 

• fear ! God took care for this also. The wind which had 
' been full east for several days, turned this morning full west ; 

and blew just iii our faces. And about ten the clouds arose, 
and kept us cool till we came to Kelso. At six William 
Coward and I went to the Market-house. We stayed some 
time, and neither man, woman, nor child came near us. At 
length I began singing a Scotch psalm, and fifteen or twenty 
people came within hearing, but with gre^t circumspection, 
keeping their distance, as though they knew not what 
might follow : but while I prayed, their number increased, 
so that, in a few minutes, there was a pretty large congrega- 
tion. I suppose the chief men of the town were there : and 
I spared neither rich nor poor, I almost wondered ^t my- 
self, it not being usual with me to use keen and ciUting ex- 
pressions. And, I believe, many felt, that for all their form, 
they were but heathens still. 

Saturday 11, Nearly as many were present at five, to 
whom I spoke full as plainly as before. Many looked as if 
they would look us through : but the shjmess peculiar to 
this nation, prevented their saying any thing to ^le, gopd or 
bad, while I walked through them to our Inn, About noon 
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I preached at Wooler, a pretty large town, eighteen miles 
from Kelso." I stood (m one side of the main-street, near the 
middle of the town : and I might stand ; for no creatoie 
came near me, till I had smig part of a psalm. Then a row 
of children stood before me, and in some time, about a hun- 
dred men and womra. I spoke full as plainly as I did at 
Kelso. And pharisees themselyes are not out of God's 
reach. In the afternoon we came to Alnwick, and at six I 
preached in the Court-house to a congregation of another 
spirit. 

Sunday 13, At seren they were gathered fiom all parts, 
and I was greatly refreshed among them. At five the Court- 
house being too small, I was obliged to go out into the 
Market-place. O what a difference is there between these 
living stones, and the dead, unfeeling multitudes in 
Scotland! 

Monday 13, I proclaimed the love of Christ to sinners, 
in the Market-place at Morp^h. Thence we rode to Vlacej. 
The Society of colliers here may be a patfeni to aD the So- 
cieties in England. No person ever misses his Band or Class z 
they have no jar of any kind among them, but with one 
heart and one mind provoke one another to love and to good 
works. After preaching I met the Society in a room as warm 
as any in Georgia : this, with the scorching heat of the sun, 
when we rode on, quite exhausted my strength. But after 
we came to Newcastle I soon recovered, and preached with 
as much ease as in the morning. 

Thursday 16, In the evening I preached at Sundofand* 
I then met the Society, and told them plainly, none could 
stay with us, unless he would part with all sin : particular- 
ly robbing the King, selling or buying run goods, which I 
could no more snfkr than robbing on the highway. This 
I enforced on every member the next day. A few would not 
promise to refrain : so these I was forced to cut off. About 
two hundred and fifty were of a better mind. 

Saturday 18, The desk was placed in the evenii^ jUst 
opposite to the sun, which, when I begun, was covered with 
a cloud ; but it broke out in a few minutes, and shcme fultin 
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my hce tot three quarters of an hour : it i?as^ however, no 
inconvenience at all : nor were my eyes any more dazzled, 
than if it had been under the earth. ' ^^ 

Sunday 19, 1 preached at eight to the usual ccHigregation, 
and hastened to Shields, lest I should be too late for the 
Church. Between twelve and one I preached in a kind of 
square : but here we had a new kind of inconvenience. 
Every four or five minutes, a strong wind covered us over 
with a shower of dust : so that it was not easy to look up, 
or keep one's eyes open. But not long after, the rain begun 
which constrained me to preach within, at Newcastle, I 
took the opportunity of making a collection for the poor, 
many of whom can very hardly support life, in the present 
Bcarcity. 

Wednesday 22, In the evening and the following morn- 
ing I preached at Chester-on-the-Street. Observing some 
very fine but not very modest pictures in the parlour where 
we supped, I desired my companion, when the company 
was gone, to put them where they could do no hurt. He 
piled them on a heap in a corner of the room, and they have 
not appeared since. 

Thursday 23, I preached at South-Biddick about noon^ 
cm / wiU heal thy backsliding : God was with us at Sunder- 
land in the evening, in an uncommon manner. And the next 
day I left the people there moic in earnest than they had 
been for some years. Saturday 25, we walked to Swalwell 
about noon. The sun was scorching hot, and there was no 
wiild or cloiid ; but it did us no hurt, the congregation 
was such as I never saw there before : and I believe Gfod 
blessed his word to them that were nigh, and them that had 
been far from him* 

Sunday 26, I preached at Gateshead at eight, at Sheep- 
hill about noon, and at five in the evening at Newcastle, 
near Pandon gate. The rain only threatened till I had 
done, but soon after poured down. How well does God 
Mme great and small events, for the furtherance of his king- 
dom I Monday 27, 1 preached at Horsley, and found some 
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life even there. Thence we rode across the Tyne to Prndhoe, 
a little town on the top of a hill. I preached at the 
side of Mr. H.'s house^ and, I suppose, all the town who 
could get out, were present, and most of them at fiye in the 
morning. At both times it pleased God to make bare his 
' arm not only to wound but to heal. Tuesday 88, -I return- 
ed to Newcastle, hoarse and weak : but who can be spent 
in a better cause ? 

Thursday 30, I read over Mr. Baxter's account of his 
own Life and Times. It seems to be the most impartial ac- 
count of those times which has ever appeared. And none 
that I have seen, so accurately points out the real springs of 
those public calamities. 

Sunday, July 3^ The high wind obliged me to stand osx 
the western side of Gateshead. By this mean the sun was 
just in my face : but it was not long before the clouds cov^- 
ed it. As I began speaking in the afternoon near F^doQ 
gate, the rain began, scattered the careless heareis, and 
ceased. An earnest, attentive multitude remained, to whom 
I explained part of the Second Lesson ^r the day, concern- 
ing the joy which is in heaven, over one sinner that 
repenteth. 

Monday 4, I took my leave of Newcastle, and about 
noon preached at Durham, in a pleasant meadow, near the 
river's side. The congregation was large and wild enough : 
yet, in ^ short time, they were deeply attentive. Only 
three or four gentlemen put me in mind of the honest man at 
London, who was so gay and unconcerned, while Dr. Sher- 
lock was preaching concerning the Day of Judgment. One 
asked, " Do you not hear what the Doctor says ? " He 
answered, " Yes : but I am not of this parish ! " . Toward 
the close, I was constrained to mention the gross ignorance 
I had observed, in the rich and genteel people throughout 
the nation. On this they drew near, and shewed as serious 
an attention, as if they had been poor colliers. We took 
horse at two. The clouds and wind in our face kept us cool, 
till we came to Hartlepool. Mr. Romaine has been an in- 
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fitniment of awakening several her^ : but for want of help^ 
they soon slept again. I preached in the main street to 
•nearly all the town ; and they behaved with seriousness. 
Tuesday 5, at seven in the evening I preached in the main 
:stieet at Stockton. None but two or three gentlemen seem- 
'.fid unconcerned. I went thence to meet the Society : but 
many others begged to stay with them ; and so earnestly that 
I could not refuse. And indeed it was a day of God*s 
power. I scarcely know when we have found the like* 

Wednesday 6, At eleven I preached near the Market- 
place in Yarm. Many gentry were there, and all serious. 
I find in all these parts^ a solid, serious people, quite simple 
of heart, strangers to various opinions, and seeking only the 
faith that worketh by love^ And most of the believers are 
waiting and longing for the fulness of the promises. One 

• young woman, late a Papist, I talked with at large, who 
last night took leave of her Priest. Instead of staying to be 

, sent for, she sent for him, and after asking him several 
'questions, frankly told him, she had now found the true reli- 

• gion, and, by the grace of God, would continue therein. 
She has been concerned for her soul from thirteen years of 

.age. About two years ago she began to hear our preachers. 
Soon afler, she found the peace of God, and has never lost it 
since. About seven I preached at Osmotherly. 

Thursday 7, 1 rode through one of the pleasantest .parts of 

. England to Hornby. Here the zealous Landlord turned all 

the Methodists out of their houses. This proved a singular 

kindness : For they built some litfle houses at the end of the 

town, in which forty or fifty of them live together. Hence, 

with much ado I found my way to RobinhoodVbay, and 

preached on the quay to the greatest part of the town. All, 

(except one or two, who were very wise in their own eyes) 

-seemed to receive the truth in love* This day, between 

•Hemsley and Kirkby Moorside, we rode over a little river, 

which suddenly disappears, and after running a mile under 

ground, rises again and pursues its course. 

Sunday 10, I preached at seven, on Repenty and believe 
\fhe Gospel. At the Church, which stands on the hill, a 
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mfle from the town, we had a sound, nsefiil sermm. After- 
wards I preached at a little village called Normanby ; and 
about five on the quay. In the evening, talking with the 
Society, I saw more than ever the care of God over them 
that fear him. What was it which stopped their growii^ in 
grace ? Why, they had a well-meaning preacher amoi^ 
them, who was inflaming them more and more against the 
Clergy. Nor could he advise them to attend the puUic ordi- 
nances : for he never went either to Church or Sacrament 
himself. This I knew not ; but God did : and by his wise 
providence prevented the consequences which would natu- 
rally have ensued. William Manuel waa pressed for a sol- 
dier : so the people go to Church and Sacrament as before. 

Monday 11, We set out early. This and the three next 
days were the hottest I ever knew in England. A gentleman 
who formerly traded to Guinea, assured me, that the spirits 
in his thermometer (the same he had when abroad ) rose as 
high as they did within a few degrees of the line. About 
nine we should have been glad to bait : but there being no 
Inn to be found, we lay down for a quarter of an hour under 
some trees, and then rode on to Slingsby • The minister, an 
old acquaintance of my father's, having desired to see me, 
I called at his house before I preached. And I could gladly 
have stayed longer with him, but I knew the congregaticm 
waited. One poor drunkard made a little disturbance : but 
after he was silenced, all were still, and steadily attentive. 
It continued intensely hot. But having the wind in our 
faces, ( as we generally had, all along from Newcastle ; and 
that, which way soever we rode) we received no hurt, till 
we came to York. But the difficulty was, how to preach 
there, ina room which in winter used to be as hot as an oven i 
I cut the knot, by preaching in Blake's-square, where (the 
mob not being aware of us, ) I began and ended my dis- 
course to a numerous congr^ation, without the least dis- 
turbance. 

Tuesday 13, I set a subscription on foot for building a 
more commodious room. In the evening !• preached at 
Acombe, to a calm, solid congr^ation. The next evening 
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I preached at Popleton, where the poor gladly received the 
Grospel. The rich heard it, and even secfmed to approve. 
God give them to understand and practise it ! 

Thursday 14, I resolved to preach in the Square onc^ 
more, knowing God has the hearts of all men in his hands. 
One egg was thrown, and some bits of dirt : but this ^KTno^ 
hinder a large tongregation from taking earnest heed to what 
was spoken, of Christ the wisdom of God and the power 
of God. 

Friday 15, At three there were all the probable signs of 
a violently hot day. But about four, Grod sent a cooling rain : 
it ceased about seven ; but the clouds continued and shaded 
us to Pocklington. Yet it was too hot to bear the house. So 
I stood in the main-street and cried, If any man thirsty let 
him come unto me and drink. A large mob soon gathered 
on the other side. And for fear they should not make noise 
enough, the good Church-warden hired m6n to ring the 
beUs ; but it was lost labour : For still the bulk of the 
€X>ngregation heard, till T quietly finished my discourse, 
^fore seven I reached Epworth, and preached in the 
market-place to a listening multitude. 

Saturday 16, I rode on to Laseby, about thirty measured 
miles. After so many long joumies which I hardly felt, 
this short one quite exhausted my strength. However, I 
quickly recovered, so as to preach at three in a meadow, to 
,a large congregation. They all kneeled when I prayed, 
and shewed such a genuine simplicity as greatly revived my 
spirit. At seven I preached in the new room, which they 
have jiist finished at Grimsby. 

Sunday 17, At seven in the morning, the house just con- 
tained the people. I designed to preach abroad in the after- 
noon : but the rain drove us into the house again ; as many 
as could, crowded in. The rest stood without, though many, 
I fear, were wet to the skin. 

Tuesday 19, Before I left Newcastle, 1 heard a strange 
relation, which 1 knew not what to think of. I then de- 
sired T. Lee, who was going to the place, to enquire parti- 

s 
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cularly concerning it. He did so, and in consequence of 
thai enquiry, wrote me the following account : — 

^^ R — J — , lived about twelve miles from Newcastle. His 
6on, some time since, married without his consent. At this he 
was so enraged, that he wished his ^ Right arm might bum 
off, if ever he gave or left him sixpence.' However, in 
March last, being taken ill, he made his will, and left him 
all his estate. The same evening he died. On Thursdaj 10, 
his widow laying her hand on his back, found it warm. In 
tiie evening, those who were with him, went into the next 
room, to take a little refreshment. As they were eating they 
observed a disagreeable smell, but could find nothing in the 
room to cause it. Returning into the room where the corpse 
lay, they found it full of smoke. Removing the sheet whidi 
covered the corpse, they saw (to their no small amazement) 
the body so burnt, that the entrails were bare, and might be 
seen through the ribs. His right arm was nearly burnt off, 
his head so burnt, tliat the brains appeared ; and a smoke 
came out of the crown of his head, like the steam of boiling 
water. When they cast water upon his body, it hissed, just 
as if cast upon red-hot iron. Yet the sheet which was upon 
him was not singed ; but that under him, with the pillow- 
beer and pillow, and the plank on which he lay, were all 
burueil, and looked as black as charcoal. 

^' They hastened to put what was left of him into the coffin, 
leaving some to watch by it : but after it was nailed up, a 
noise of burning and crackling was heard therein. None 
was permitted to look into it, till it was carried to Abchester 
Church-yard. It was buried near the steeple. As soon as 
it was brought to the grave, the steeple was observed to 
shake. The people hastened away ; and it was well they 
did : for presently, part of the steeple fell. So that had 
they stayed two minutes longer, they must have been 
crushed in pieces. All those circumstances were related 
to me and my wife, by those who were eye and ear-* 
urituosses.'* 

I preached in a ground adjouung to the house. Toward 
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the ccmclasioa of my sermon, the perlson with whom I 
lodged was much offended at one, who sunk down and cried 
aloud for mercy. Herself dropped dowd next and cried as 
loud as she : So did several others quickly after. W^en 
prayer was; made for them, one was pteseirtly filled with peace 
and joy in belieying. In the morning I left the rest refusing 
to be comforted, till Christ should be revealed in their 
hearts. 

Wednesday 80, I preached at Ferry in my way, and in 
Epworth market-place about seven. The rain begw just 
as I b^an speaking ^ but God ibeard the prayer and it was 
stayed. 

Saturday 23, I preached at Westwood-side, where the 
breach of fifteen years is now healed : all the. wanderers 
being returned ia the fold, with him who led them astray. 

iSunday 24, As we rode over Haxey-car towards Mister- 
ton, one was relating a surprising thing that happened 
lately. A woman of Stoekwith told her sister who Kved 
with her, ^^ I do not think to go to market to day, for 
I dreamed, that I was drowned in riding across one of the 
drains on Haxey-car." But she was soon laughed out of it, 
and went. She rode over the Car with many other market-^ 
folks, and in crossing one of the drains, where the water 
was scarcely a yard deep, slq[>ped oS. her horse. Several 
looked on, but none once thought of pulling her out, till 
she was past recovery. 

At one I preached to the largest congregation I have seen 
«ince I left Newcastle. All behaved with deep serious- 
ness but one man, whom I afterwards learned to be a Ba;ptist-' 
preacher. Just as I was taking horse he came again, and 
laboured hard to begin a dispute. But having neither time 
nor strength to spare, I gave him the ground and rode away. 
The congregation at Epworth was full as large, if not larger, 
than that at Misterton. Among them was a poor grey- 
headed sinner, a mocker at all religion : but his mocking 
is past. He was in tears most of the time, and is now 
seeking after God. 

Monday 35, I left Epworth with great satisfaction, and 
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about one preached at Clayworth. I think none was an* 
moved, but Michael Fenwick, who fell fast asleep under an 
adjoining hay-stack. From thence we rode to Rotherham. 
When I came in, I had no strength and no voice Ic& 
However, in an hour I was able to preach to the largest 
congregation that, I suppose, was ever seen there. Wed* 
nesday 27, I preached about noon at Barley-hall, and in 
the evening at Sheffield. After spending a short time with 
the Society, I lay down as soon as possible : but I could 
not sleep before twelve o'clock; and not long together 
after. Yet I felt no feintness in tlie morning, but rose lively 
and well, and had my voice more clear and strong in 
preaching, than it had been for several days. 

Thursday S8, I received a strange account hoot Edward 
Bennet's eldest daughter. << On Tuesday, the 19th of this 
month, I told my husband in the morning, ^ I desire you 
will not go into the water to-day ; at least, not into the 
deep water, cm the far side of the town. For I dreamed I 
saw you there out of your depth, and only your head came 
up just above the water.' He promised me, he would not, 
and went to work. Soon after four in the afternoon, being 
at John Hanson's, his partner's house, I was on a sudden 
extremely sick, so that for some minutes I seemed just 
ready to expire. Then I was well in a moment. Just at 
that time, John Hanson, who was an excellent swimmer, 
persuaded my husband to go into the water on the far side of 
the town. He objected, the water was deep, and he could not 
swim ; and being much importuned to go in, stood some 
time after he was undressed, and then kneeling down prayed 
with an earnest and loud voice. When he arose from his 
knees, John, who was swimming, called him again, and 
treading the water, said, ^ See, it is only breast high.' He 
stepped in, and sunk. A man who was near, cutting fern, 
and had observed him for some time, ran to the bank, and 
saw his head come up just above the water. The second 
or third time he rose, he clasped his hands, and cried aloud, 
* Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.' Immediately he sunk and 
rose no more." One might naturally enquire, what became 
of John Hanson ? As soon as he saw his partner sink, he 
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swam firom him to the other side, put on his clothes, and 
went straight home. 

About noon I preached at Woodseats ; in the evening at 
Sheffield. I do indeed live by preaching ! How quiet is 
this country now, since the chief persecutors are no more 
seen ! How many of them have been snatched away, in an 
hour, when they looked not for it I Some time since, a 
woman of Thorpe oft^ swore she would wash her hands in 
the heart's blood of the next preacher that came': but before 
the next preacher came, she was carried to her Umg home« 
A little before John Johnson settled at Wentworth, a stout^ 
healthy man who lived there, told his neighbours, '^ After 
May-day, we shall have nothing but praying and preach* 
ing: but I will make noise oiough to stop it :" but before 
Hay-day he was silent in his grave. A servant of Xioid 
R— — was as bitter as he, and told many lies, purposely to 

make mischief : but before this was done, his mouth was 
stopped. He was drowned in (me of the fish-ponds. 

Friday S9, 1 preached at Nottingham. We want nothing 
here Init a larger house. Saturday 30, I preached in the 
evening at Leicester, to a large congr^^tion. 

Sunday 31, I rode over to Markfield. The Church con- 
tained us tolerably well in the morning : but in the afternoon, 
though many stayed without, it was much crowded and 
sultry hot. I was quite faint and weary while I read prayers ; 
but in preaching my strength was restored. At six I preached 
once more at Leicester, and delivered my^own soul. 

Monday, August 1, 1 had much conversation, with Mr. «— 
(whom, against a thousand appearances, I will believe to be 
a honest, though irresolute man) ^^ While I was very un- 
easy (said he) in the year 1741, my brother brought me to 
Mr. Spangenberg, and then to others of the German Bre- 
thren, to whom I was more and more attached, till in the year 
1743, 1 went over to Marienbom. There I saw many things 
which I could not approve ; and was more and more uneasy 
till I returned to England. I was afterwards much em^ 
ployed by the Brethren. I was ordained Deacon : but 
still I had a sore and burdened conscience, and gained no 
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ground in my spiritual warfiue: rather, having laid aside 
prayer, and searching the Scripture, I was more and more 
dead to God. But in IT'SO, 1 awoke again, and was under 
great agonies of mind : and from this time I wrote to the 
Count again and again, and to most of the labourers ; but 
to no purpose. Andrew Prey's account is true. The spirit 
of levity and frolicsomenesfs, which he justly describes, broke 
in about 1746, and is not purged out yet. In May last I 
wrote and delivered a declaration to the Brethren met in 
Conference, at Linsey-House, That I did not dare to re^ 
main in their connexion any longer. The same declaraticm 
I made to them here, a few days ago. What farther I am 
to do, I know not : but, I trust Grod will direct me." 

Tuesday 3,* On his expressing a desire to be present at 
our Confet^nce, I invited him to it : and on Wednesday 3, 
in the evening, he came to the Foundery. Our Conference 
began the next mornings and continued till the Thursday 
following. From the first hour to the last, there was no 
jarring string, but all was harmony and love. 

Monday 8, I took a . walk in the Charter-house. I won- 
dered, that all the squares and buildings, and especially 
the school-boys, looked so little : but this is eiEisily accounted 
for. I was little myself when I was at school, and measured 
all about me by myself. Accordingly the upper boys, be- 
ing then bigger than myself, seemed to be very big and tall: 
quite contrary to what they appear now, when I am taller 
and bigger than they. I question if this be not the real 
ground of the common imagination, that our forefathers, 
and in general men in past ages, were much larger than 
now : an imagination current in the world eighteen hundred 
years ago. So Virgil supposes his warrior to throw a stone, 
that could scarcely be wielded by twelve men : 

Qualia nunc hominum producit corpora tellus. 

So Homer, long before : Owi vw fiporoi eiai. 
Whereas in reality men have been, at least, ever since the 
Deluge, very nearly the same as we find them now, both for 
stature and understanding. 
Monday 22, I set out in the Machine, and the next even- 
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ing reached Bristol. Friday 26, I preached at nine to a 
small congregation of earnest people at Glutton : and in the 
.evening at Middlesea. On Saturday 27, we rode^ on to 
Tiverton. Sunday 28, I preached in the Market-house to 
as large a congr^ation as ever I saw here ; and all were 
quiet. So can Grod make^ when it is heist, all our enemies 
to be at peace with us. 

lifonday 29 , We rode through vehement wind, and many 
Jiard showers to Launceston. This gave me a violent fit of 
thetooth-ache, which, however, did not hinder my preaching. 
Such a night I never remember to have passed before: but 
all is good, which lies in the way to glory. Tuesday 30, 
we rode to Camelford, where my tooth-ache was cured, by 
rubbing treacle upon my cheek. At six I preached in the 
Market-place. How are the lions in this town also become 
lambs! 

Wednesday 31, 1 preached about noon at Trewalder, and 
in the evening at Port-Isaac. This was long a barren soil: 
but is, at length, likely to bring forth much fruit. Friday, 
September 2, I rode to St. Agnes. We found the great 
man, Mr. Donythome, was dead. His mother and sister sent, 
to invite me to their house. After preaching, I went thi- 
ther, and was received into a comfortable lodging, with the 
most free and cordial affection. So in this place the know- 
ledge of God has already travelled from the least to the 
greatest* . . 

Saturday 3, Some who live here, gave me an account of 
the Earthquake on July 15. There was first a rumbling noise 
under the ground, hoarser and deeper than common thunder. 
Then followed a trembling of the earth, which afterwards 
waved once or twice to and fro : so violently, that one said, 
be was obliged to take a back step, or he should have fallen 
down: and another, that the wall against which he was 
leaning, seemed to be shrinking from him. 
, This morning I talked at large with old Mrs. Donythorne, 
who has her understanding entire, reads without spectacles, 
walks without a staff, and has scarcely a wrinkle, at ninety 
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years of age. But what is more than all this, she is teach- 
able as a child, and groaning for salration. In the after- 
noon I spent an hour with Mr. Yowler, Curate of the Furish, 
who rejoices in the love of God, and both preaches and Uycs 
the Gospel. 

Sunday 4, I. T. preached at five : I could scarcely have 
believed, if I had not heard it, that few men of kaming write 
so correctly, as an unlearned Tinner speaks extempore. Mr. 
y . preached two such thundering sermons, at Churchy as I 
have scarcely heard these twenty years. O, how giadous 
is Grod to the poor sinners of St. Agnes ! In the Chvich 
cuid out of the Church, they hear the same great truths cf 
the wrath of God against sin, and his love to those that aie 
in Christ Jesus ! 

Monday 5, I rode oa to lUuggan; but not to the house 
where I used to preach. Indeed, his wife promised Mr. P. 
before he died, that she would always receive the preachers; 
but she soon changed her mind« God had just taken ha 
only son, suddenly killed by a pit fidling upon him : and, 
on Tuesday last, a young, strong man, riding to his burial, 
dropped off his horse, stone dead. The concurrence of 
these awful providences, added considerably to our congre- 
gation. 

Tuesday 6, I went on to Camboum, and rejoiced to hear 
that the gentleman who pressed Mr. Maxfield, no longer 
persecutes the Methodists, nor will suffer any cme else to do 
it: and in the late dearth he relieved great numbers of the 
poor, and saved many families from perishing. I preached 
at six, on / zoill heal their backsliding; and God applied 
his word. Several who had left the Society for some years, 
came after sermon and desired to be re-admitted. O, how 
should our bowels yearn over all who did once run wdl ! 
This is the very thing we want : otherwise, how many souls 
we yet pluck out of the jaws of the lion ! 

Wednesday 7, I observed more and more the effiscts of 
that burning wind, which was in these parts cm Sunday the 
S8th of last month. It not only scorched all the trees, so as 
to bring mid-winter upon them in two hours, but burned 
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^p aU the leaves of potatoes and cabbage, and every ^reen 
thing wbicb it touched. What a mercy that it did not 
c^^mea m^pth sooner! Then it would have left little work 
£ir the reapers. 

Thursday 8, As we rode through Gwithian parish, Mr. 
{{arris pointed out the place, where his father and many of 
lug. ancestors lived. It is now only a mountain of sand. 
Within a few years this so increased, as to bury both the 
Church and the whole town« I preached atsixtoanu- 
iiheioui congrc^tion in L^eon. Some years since when 
ih6te wlfts a flourishing Society in Gulval, (the parish ad- 
joifaioig ) tiieare was none at all here : but how is the scene 
<AaiigQdl hi Gulval not one member remams : in Ligeoh 
tiiere is a lively Society ! 

; Friday 9, I preached in the new house at St. Just, the 
laigest and most commodious in the County. Saturday 10, 
we rode to tjie Land^s-end. I know no natural curiosity 
like thjs. The vast i^ged stones rise x>n every side, when 
you are near the point of land, with green turf between, as 
level and limooth aii if it were theeffect'of art. And the 
fock» which terminate the land, are so torn by the sea, that 
th^y appear like great heaps of ruins. 
. Sunday 11, I preached at St. Just at nine. At one, the 
congregation in Morva i^ood on a sloping ground, rank 
above rank, as in a theatre* Many of them' bewailed their 
want of Grod ; and many tasted how gracious he is. At five 
I preached in Newlin to a huge multitude, and one only 
teemed to be o&hded ; a very good sort of momany who 
took great pains to get away, (drying aloud, ^' Nay, if go- 
ing to Church and Sacrament will not put us to heaven^ I 
know not what will." 

Monday 13, I preached in Lelant at one. Many from 
St. Ives were present, from whom I learned, that Mr. Swin- 
dells would have preached abroad the day before, but was 
hindered; It is well he was: for this occasioned the offer 
of ^a meadow near the town, &r more convenient than the 
street. At six I stood at the bottom of it, the people rising 

higher and higher befoi^ me. I believe, not many were 
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left in the town i and all behaved as in the ptesence of God»' 
The next evening the congregation was enlarg^; by thead« 
dition of maAy from the Country ; and Wednesday 14, 
their number was larger still. We did not open the door 
of the room, till just half an hour past eight : by which 
mean the heat was not intolerable till I had done preaching* 
I then retired, and left the other preachers to perform the 
rest of the service. 

Thtt^day 15, As we rode toward Helston, I think the 
sun was nearly as hot as it was at' Midsummer. Yet all 
along, the tiiees looked as in the depth of winter, that 
scorching wind having destroyed all it touched. Friday 
16) I looked over Mr^ Borlase^s AntiquHies of Comwatt. 
He is a fine writer, and quite master of his subject, who 
has distinguished with amazing accuracy, the ancient Saxon 
monuments from the more ancient Roman, and from those 
of the Druids, the most ancient of all. Saturday 17, I 
preached at Portkellis at one, and at Redruth in tiie 
evening. 

Sunday 18, At eight, many of the French prisoneiB 
were mixed with the usual congregation. This was doubled 
at one ; but still came nothing near to that which assembled 
at GwenUp in the evening. It rained all the time I preach- 
ed ; but not one went away. A shower of rain will not 
frighten experienced soldiers. Here I learned a remarkable 
occurrence. A few days ago, some hundreds of EngUsh, 
who had been prisoners in France, were landed at Penzance, 
by a Cartel ship. Many of these passed through Redruth, 
going home ; but in a most forlorn condition. Ncme shew- 
ed more compassion to them than the French. They gave 
them food, clothes, or money, and told them, ^^ We wish 
we could do more : but we have litde for ourselves here." 
Several who bad only two shirts, gave a naked Englidiman 
one. A French boy, meeting an English boy who was 
half naked, took hold of him, and stopped him ; cried 
over him awhile, and then pulled off his own coat, and put 
it upon him ! 

Monday 19, In the evening both the house and court at 
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Fenryn were more than filled. So thai I willingly embraced 
the offer of Mr. H., and preaehed before his door at twelve 
on Tuesday. It was an ex^jremely ' pleasant place, on the 
side of a hill, commanding a fruitful vale, the opposite hills,' 
and Falmouth harbour. Tall trees hung over me, and sur- 
rounded a bowling green whicli was behind me. A wide 
door is now open at Penryn also. O that none may shut it ! 

At six in tfie evening I reached Bezore, and began preach- 
ing immediately. It was a season of uncommon refresh- 
ment ; particularly to some of Truro. Afterwards I met 
the Society in the house. A young man was cut to the 
heart, and cried aloud s then another and another, till my 
▼oice was quite lost. But I continued crying to God, and 
he heard, and gave an answer of peace. Many were filled 
with consolation c and four, who had wandered for some 
years, resolved to set out anew. Yet I was not quite re* 
conciled io my lodging. Not but the grotto itself ^nras very 
venerable ; but I did not like the circumstance of having a 
man and his wife in the same room. I therefore willingly 
accepted an invitation from Mr. Painter, and walked over 
with him to Tiiiro. > 

Wednesday 21, 1 walked to Bezore and preached at five. 
Afterwards I spoke to each member of the Society. They 
surprised me much. So lively and tender-hearted a people 
I have not lately seen ! Afier spending an hour with a few 
friends in Truro, I rode forward to Grampond, a mean, 
inconsiderable, dirty village. However, it is a borough 
town ! Between twelve and one I b^an preaching in a meaW 
dow, io a numerous congregation. ' 'While we were singl- 
ing, I observed a person in black on the far side of the 
meadow, who said, " Come down : You have no business 
there." Some boys who were on a wall, taking it for grant- 
ed, that he spoke to them, got. down in all haste. I went 
on, and he walked away. I afterwards understood, that he 
was the Minister and the Mayor of Grampond. Soon after, 
two Constables came and said, '' Sir, the Mayor says, you 
shall not preach within this borough." I answered, " The 
Mayor has no authority to hinder me : but it is a, point not 
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worth contesting.*' So I went about a mnsket-^ot tutOMOt^ 
and left the borough to Bfr. Mayor's disposaL 

A large congregation was at St. Ewe's in Uieevening^ 
many of whom were inMr. Walker's Societies. Some of 
them came fir<nn St. Colnmb's, twelve nules off s and thejr 
did not come in vain. The flame of loye ran ftam heart to 
heart: and scarcely any remained unmoved. 
. Thursday SS, I rode to Mevagizzy^ which lies ontlie 
South-isea, just opposite to Port-Isaac on the noith. Whep 
I was here last, we had no place in the town : I eoiild Only 
preach about half a mile firom it:- but things are attend 
now. I preached just over the town^ to almost all the ia« 
habitants ; and all were still as night. .The next cvenii^ a 
drunken mim made Bome noise behind me : hu£ aiker a.fen 
wcmls were spoken to him, he quietly listened to the rest ot 
the discourse. On the south side of the town, Uieie is ao 
extremdy fine walk, broad and smooth, over the top ef 
high rocks, from whence is a view crf'the main sea at a vast 
distance below, and all. the coast, east and west. 

Saturday 84, At half an hour sBer twelve, I praadhed 
once more, and took my leave of them. All the time I 
stayed, the wind blew from the sea, so that no boat could 
stir out. By this mean all the fishermen (who aie the cJiief 
part of the town) had opportunity of hearii^. At six i 
preached at St. Awstle, a neat little iown^ on the side of a 
fruitful hill. 

Sunday 25, The whole Church service was performed by 
a Clergyman, above ninety years of age. His name is 
Stephen Hugo. He has been Vicar of St. Awstle between 
sixty and seventy years. O what might a man fiiU of faith 
and zeal have done for God in such a course of time ! At 
two I preached in St. Stephen's, near a lone house, oa the 
side cf a barren mountain. But neither the house nor the 
court could contain the people : so we went into a meadow, 
where all might kneel, (which they generally do in Com- 
wall) as Avell as stand and hear. And they did hear, and 
sing, and pray as for life. I saw none csoeless or inatten- 
tive among them. About five, I preached at St. Awstle to 
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an icxoeedingly civil people : but when will they be wound- 
ed, that they may be healed 2 

Monday S6, I rode to Medros, m LuxUlian parish, I 
ka¥e not seen so stately a room in Cornwall^ as either this 
hall) ox the chamber over it. The place lUtewise where the 
giirdens were, the remains of the terrace walk, the stately 
trees still left, with many other tokens, shew that grand 
men lived here once : but they are vanished like smoke, their 
estates torn in pieces, mkl well nigh their memory perished. 
Tiiesd{Qr S7, We rode to Leskcard, I think one of the 
hagesIL and pleasantest towns in Cornwall. I preached 
about the middle of the town, in a broad, convenient place. 
No person made any noise at all. At six in the \^orning I 
had lusarly the same congregation. Afterwards I examined 
the Society, and was. agreeably surprised to hear, that every 
one of them had found peace with Grod : and (what was 
itiU. more Remarkable) that none of them has left their first 
love 3 that at this day, not one is in darkness ! 

Wednesday 28, We rode oil to the Dock, which gave 
Mb a very different prospect. Of those whom I joined se- 
veral years ago, .hardly <me half remained* Such is th^ 
fruit of disputing ! And yet the congregations are more nu- 
merous than ever, and as deeply attentive as any in the 
Kingdom* So thei^e is hope God will yet revive his work. 
Saturday, October 1, I preached at Launceston. Sun* 
day S, I rode to Mary- Week. A large congregation i^as 
gathered there, many of whom came seven or eight miles. 
The house stands in the midst of orchards and meadows, 
sunoiuided by g«ntly-rising hills. I preached on the side 
of a meadow newly mown, to a deeply attentive people. 
Monday 3, I rode to Biddefbrd ; but did not reach it till 
after five, the hour appointed for my preaching. So I began 
without delay, in an open part of the street where we alight- 
ed. One man made a little noise at first : but he was easily 
aileaced. All the rest (a large number) quietly attended, 
though the wind was piercingly cold, while I opened and 
applied, God forbid that I should glory save in the cross 
of cur Ijord Jesus Christ. 
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* Tuesday 4, Between twelve and one I reached Nwih- 
Moulton, and finding the congregation ready, began imme- 
diately. There have been great tumolts here since I saw 
them before : but God has now rebuked the storm. • When 
the gentry would neither head- nor pay the mob any more, 
the poor rabble were quiet as Iambs. We rode on to Ti- 
verton in the afternoon. On the three following days I saw 
as many of the Societies as I could. 

Saturday 8, We had heavy rain for some miles : then it 
cleared up, and we had a pleasant ride to Bristol. Mon- 
day 10, I rose at my usual hour: but the soreness and 
swelling of my face, occasioned by my taking cold <hi Sa- 
turday, made it impracticable for me to preach. Iq the 
evening I applied boiled nettles^ They'took away tlie pain 
in a moment, and the swelling in a few hours, : 

Sunday 16, J began visiting the Classes at Kingstrood, 
steady, but not zealous. It is impossible they should stand 
here long : they must go on or go back. Monday 17, 
about* two I preached at Paulton : but no house could con- 
tain us ; so that I was forced, to ^And in the open. air, tho* 
the wind was very high and very cold. Thence we rode 
to the honest colliers at Coleford. These have the zeal 
which their brethren at Kingswood want : in consequence 
of which they, are the most numerous, as well as the most 
lively Society in Somersetshire. 

Tuesday 18, I preached to a very different congrcgaticm 
at Bradford, well-dressed and well-bred ; and yet of the very 
same spirit, hungering and thirsting after righteousness. 
Wednesday J9, after preaching at Freshford, I rode on to 
Kingswood, 

Friday 21, Being at dinner, in a moment I felt as if a 
small bone had stuck in the palate of my mouth. Nothing 
was to be seen, but the swelling and inflammation increased 
till toward evening (notwithstanding all means that could be 
used ) and then spread to both the tonsils. In the .morning 
I was rather worse than better, till about half an hour after 
eight. Then as the disorder came in a moment, it went in 
a moment, and I was as well. as ever. Monday 3iy I 
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preached about noon at Batlr,' and in the evening at Escot^ 
near Lavington. 

Tuesday 25^ In my return, a man met me neair Hiannam, 
and told me the School-house at Kingsivood "Wa^* burned 
down. I felt not one moment's pain, knowing that Grod 
does all things well. When I came thither, I received a 
fuller account. About eight on Monday evenings two or 
three boys went into the gallery, up two pair of stairs^. One 
of them heard a strange crackling in the room above. 
Opening the stair-case door, he was beat back by smoke, oit 
which he cried out, " Fire ! Murder ! Fire;" Mr. Baynes 
hearing this, ran immediately down, and brought up a pail 
of water : but when he went into the room and saw the blaze, 
he had not presence of mind to go up to it, but threw the 
water upon the floor. Meantime one of the boys rung the 
bell ; another called John. Maddern- from the next house, 
who ran up, as did James Surges quickly after, and found 
the room all in a flame. The deal-partitions took fire im- 
ixiediately, which spread to the roof of the house. Plenty' 
of water wias now brought ; but they could not come nigh 
the jJace where it was wanted, the room being so filled 
with flame and smoke, that none could go into it. At last 
iEi long ladder which lay in the garden, was reared up against 
the wall of the house. But it was then observed, that one 
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of the sides of it was broken in two, and the other quite 
rotten. .'However, John How (a young man who lived 
next-door) ran up it, with an axe in his hand. But he 
then found the ladder was so short, that as he stood on the 
•top of it, he could but just lay one hand over the battle- 
ments. How he got over to the leads, none can tell : but 
ehe.did so, and quickly broke through the roof, on which a 
-vent being made, the smoke and flame issued out as from a 
-furnace :' those who were at the foot of the stairs with water, 
being able to go no further, then went through the smoke to 
the door of the leads, and poured it down thro' the tiling. 
By this mean the fire was quidtly quenched', having only 
consumed a part of the partition, with a box of clothes, 
and a little damaged the roof and floor beneath . / 
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It is amagjng that so little hurt was dcme. For the fiie, 
which b^an in the middle of the long room (none can ma^ 
ginehow; for no parson had been there for seYeiai hours be- 
fore) was so Yiolent, that it brdLe eYeiy pane of glass, but 
two^ in the window, bothat the east and west end. Wh«t was 
more amazing still, was, Uiat it did not hurt eithar the beds, 
(which when James Burgess came in, seemed all coY^red with 
flame) nor the deal partitions on the other side of the rooroi 
tho' it beat against them for a considerable timfe. What 
can we say to these things, but that God had fixed the 
bounds, which it could not pass. ~ . 

We obsenred Friday the 188th as a solemn fiewt ; andfipom 
* ^is time the work of God reviYed in Bristol. We wers 
indeed brought Yery low. A Society of nine hundred mem« 
bers was shrunk \o little more than half the number* But 
God now began \x^ turn our captiYity, a|id put a new song 
in our mouth. 

Thursday, NoYember 3, I preached in the new pieadi* 
ing-house at Fill. How is the face of things changed here I 
Such a sink of sin was scarcely to be found I And now how 
many are rejoicing in God their Saviour ! Monday 7, leav- 
ing the flame just kindling in Bristol, I rode to Newbury, 
and on Thursday to London. I found the same fire kindled 
here also, and increasing more and more. 

Monday 14, I rode to Bedford, and talked largely with 

Mr. , whom God had well-nigh set at liberty : but 

his feet are again in the net. He did not indeed deny, nor 
much extenuate any of the things he had often related. But 
at length he told me in terms, ^^ There are such things 
among the Brethren^ that I can never join ihem more. Yet 
I dare not speak against them, and join any other peojde, 
for fear of grieving the Saviour ! " O Lord, when shall 
this witchcraft come to an end ? — When wilt thou maintain 
thiue own cause ? 

Wednesday 16, We rode to Newmarket, and the next 
day to Norwich, where I now found a prospect of doing 
good. The congregation daily increased and grew more 
and more serious. I spoke to many who were deeply conr 
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vinced of sin, and some who were rejoicing in Ood^ and 
Walking in the light of his c(Hintenance. 
• Wednesday^, I was shewn Dr. Taylor's new Meeting- 
house, perhaps the most elegant one in Europe. It is eight 
square, buiit of the finest Inick, with sixteen sash-windows 
below, as many above, and eight sky-lights in the dome, 
which' indeed are purely ornamental. The inside is finished 
' iii the hljghest tiaste, and is as clean as any noblemaii's saloon. ' 
The communion-table is fine mahogany ; the very laches 
of the pew-doors are polished brass. How can it be thought 
tibat the* old, coarse Grospel should find admission here ? 

Thurday 24, A man had spoken to me the last treek, as 
I was going through Thetfofd, and desired me to preach at 
JLakenheath, near MildenhaU in Suffolk.: I now purposed 
so to do, and rode thither from Thetford. One Mr. Etanff 
had lately built a large and convenient preaching-house 
there, at his own expense. It was more than filled at six 
o^ctock, many standing at tEe door. At five in the morn- 
ing (as uncommon a thing as- this was in those parts) the 
liouse was nearly filled again, with earnest, loving, simple 
people. Several of them came into Mr. E.'s house after- 
wards, stood a while, and then burst into tears. I promised 
to call upon them again, ahd left them much c(Hnforted-. 

Saturday 26, I returned to London. Much confusion^ had 
been in my absence, occasioned by some iipprudeht words, 
spoken by one who seemed to be strong in the faith. 
Monday 28, I heard all who were concerned, face to face, 
but was utterly unable to judge, whether there was wilful 
^, lying, on either side, or only, human infirmity. For 
the present I leave it to the Searcher of hearts, who wiH 
bring all things to light in due season. Wednesday 30, I 
had another long hearing of the same intricate caus6. ' But 
with no more success: one side flatly affirmed, the other 
flatly denied. This is strange ! But it is more strange, that 
thoiSe who seem so strong in faith, should have no union of 
spirit with each other. 

Monday, December 5, I baptized HenriqUez Judah 
Seniore, a Poifugnese' Jew, more than ^sixty years of age : 
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be seeitied to have no confidence in himself, but to be waiting 
for the Consolation of Israel. Sdnday 11, in the evening I 
retired to Lewisfaam, and. spent the following days in finish- 
ing, ^^ A Preservative against unsetded Notions in Religi<m:" 
designed fot the use of all those who are under my care, but 
chiefly of the Young Preachers. Sunday 18, I had an op- 
portunity ( which I had long desired) of spending an hoar 

or two with the Rev. Mr. . I would have appointed a 

time for our meetbg weekly : but he declined it. Why ? 
I cannot tell. 

Friday S3, John Nelson wrote me a letter, part of which^ 
I have subjoined : 

^^ We have had four triumphant deaths lately, of three 
men and one woman. The woman was Hannah Richardson, 
€^ Brestfield. When Enoch Williams preached there, she 
was the bitterest persecutor in the town, and vowed if ever 
he preached there again, she would help to stone him to 
death : but he never went to try. The only one of this way 
in the town was Ruth Blacker. Against her she was violent- 
ly enraged, till Ruth went to her house, reasoned the case, 
and at length persuaded her to go to Dewsbury, to hear Mr. 
Charles Wesley. That day God begot her by his word, so 
that she could never rest till she found Christ in her own 
heart. And for two years she has been a steady follower of 
him. By her zeal and circumspect walking, many have 
been«ince stirred up to seek the Lord. As soon as she was 
taken ill, she began to praise God more than ever, for the 
work he had wrought in her soul. She said, * At first I 
thought I had no will, and that God's love was all that was 
in my heart. But when my little child gave a sudden shriek, 
I found my heart was not free : and it damped the love of 
God in my soul for two hours. But the Lord is come again, 
and now I am fully assured, he does take up all the room in 
my heart. He has sanctified me throughout, body, soul, 
aad spirit. J am a witness for Jesus Christ, that he is a 
greater Saviour than Adam was a sinner. O watch aud pray, 
ajidye shall not be overcome in the hour of temptation. Keep 
close to your meetings, and the Lord will meet you. If you 
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neglect these or private prayer, you will become barren iit 
your own squIs, and the God of this world will get an advan- 
tage over you . But if you keep close to God and one another, 
you will find Jesus a Saviour to the uttermost, as I, the most 
unworthy of mankind, do.' For sometime before she died^ 
her prayer was turned into praise* AH her prayer then was^ 
• Thy will be done [ ' We have one by us that we think will 
hardly live till to-morrow, who is above seventy, and is as a 
shock of com fully ripe, crying out, ' Come, Lord Jesus ! "* 
. In tiie Christmas week I rode down to Bristol : where. 
Sunday, January 1, 1758, we began the year with the great 
congr^atitHi at four, rejoicing and praising God^ 
. Tuesdays, At the request of several of my friends, I wrote 
^^ A Letter to a Gentleman at Bristol," in order to guard them 
firom seeking salvation by works on the one hand, and Anti- 
nomianism on the other. From those who lean to either ex- 
treme I shall have no thanks. But Wisdom is justified of her 
children. 

' Wednesday 4, I rode to Kingswood, and rejoiced over the 
School, which is at length what I have so long wished it to 
•be, a blessing to all that are therein^ and a honour to the 
whole body of Methodists, ; 

Monday 9, I began. a letter to Mr. Toogood, author of 
^^ The Dissenting Gentleman's Reasons." I think, the mo3t 
saucy and virulent satire on the Church of England^ that eveir 
my eyes beheld. How much rather would I write practi- 
cally than controversially. But even this talent I dare not 
bury in the earth. Friday 13, having ended my business 
at Bristol, I rpde on to Newbury, and the next day to Lon- 
don. ' Now, if it be the will of God, I should be glad of a 
little rest. If not, let me rejoice to be without it, 

Tuesday 17, I preached at Wandsworth. A gentleman 
come from America, has. again opened a door in this desolate 
place. In the morning I preached in Mr. Gilbert's house. 
.Two Negro servants of his, and a Mulatto, appear to be much 
'awakened. Shall not his saving health be m]^e known to all 
(nations ? Saturday g8, I was enquiring of William. Hurd, 
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irbo diflcbarged him from the anny ? And he might fidily 
say, Grod discharged him ; his officets being determined not 
(o do it. Nevertheless, be stood anuHig the men whom they 
had picked out for that purpose. And when he came in his 
turn, his discharge was written, and no man gainsayed. 
. Sunday S9, We had an uncommon Uessing at West- 
street, and a still greater at SjHtal-fields. Some could not 
refrain from crying aloud to Grod. And he did not cast out 
their prayers. Many thanksgivings have since beeaoflferod ta 
God, for the blessings odhat hour. Wednesday, FetNTuaiy 1, 
I talked with a gentlewoman who had been a mighfy good 
Christian for nearly seventy years s but she nofw ibalid how 
self out, and began tociy with many tears to the Friend of 
iinners for pardoning mercy. 

Friday 3, Mr. Plarker (last year Mayor of Bedfinnd) 
preached at the Fonndery. A more arQess preacher I never 
heard ; but not destitute of pathos. I doubt not, he may be 
of much use among honest, simple-hearted people. 

Sunday 12, At the request of the Vicar, Mr. J., I rode 
over to Uxbtidge. I preached for him both morning and 
aftemocm, to a large and serious congregation. How un- 
common a providence is this ! The Gospel was preached in 
the Church at Hayes. Several of the parishicmers ran from 
it, and took pews at Hillington. It followed them into 
HiUington Church, where I preached twice in one day. 
Some of them went to Uxbridge. And now it is come to 
torment them at Uxbridge also ! 

Wednesday 15, I read over the " Memoiis of the House 
o( Brandenburg." Quanta de spe decidi! It is hard to de- 
termine frcHU his writing, whether the author be a Maho- 
metan or a Christian. I suppose he is as near one as 

the other. 

On Friday 17, The public fast, I preached at West-street 
in the morning, at Spital-fields in the afternoon, and BuU- 
and-Mouth in the evening ; every where to a crowded 
audience. Indeed every place of worship throughout the 
City was extremely crowded all the day long. Surely all 
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the pn^eis which have been oflfered up this day, ^m not 
1(aU to the ground ! 

, Mooday SO, L rode, through much rain, to Maldou in 
EsseXi. Their new preaching house is large; but it would 
in no wise contain the OHigregation, which flocked together 
is the evening. For a time there was much persecution 
here^ but all is now calm and quiet. And, probably, good 
will be done, if those who now run well, do not draw back 
to perdition* We had a large congr^ation at five in the 
morning, and more than we had room for in the eveningi 
Fair blossoms! But which of these will bring forth fruit? 
O Lord, thou knowest ! Wednesday 22, it rained with* 
out ceasing, till we came to a small inn, nineteen miles from 
Maldon. Here we dried our clothes. Soon after, the rain 
eeased, and we had a pleasant ride to London. 

Monday 27, Having a sermon to write against the Assizes 
at Bedford, I retired for a few days to Lewisham. Friday, 
March 3, I returned to London. Monday 6, I took horse 
dbout seven o'clock. The wind being East, I was pleasing 
myself, that we should have it on our backs. But in a quar- 
ter of an hour, it shifted to the North-west, and blew the 
rain fiill in our faces : and both increased, so that when we 
came to Finchley«common, it was hard work to sit our 
horses. The rain continued all the way to Dunstable, where 
we exchanged the main road for the fields, which having 
been just ploughed were deep enough. However, before 
three we came to Sundon. Hence, on Thursday 9, I rode 
to Bedford, and- found the sermon was not to be preached 
mr Friday. Had I known this in time, I should never have 
thought of preaching it, having engaged to be at Epworth 
on Saturday, Mr. — — came to me in the evening, 
and said, *^ He could not remain as he was any longer; 
that he had no rest in his spirit, while he was thus halting 
between twa; aiid therefore desired to go with me, without 
dday." I answered, " If he were so resolved, he was wel- 
come to set out with me for Epworth the next day." He 
said, <* He would.'* We spent some time in prayer, and 
parted for the present. 
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* Friday 12, The congregation at St. Paul's was very laigcf 
and very attentive. The Judge, immediately after sermoD, 
sent me an invitation to dine with him : but having no time, 
I was obliged to send my excuse, and set out between one and 
two. The North-east wind was piercingly cold, ami blow*' 
ing exactly in our &ces, soon brought a heavy shower of 
snow, then of sleet, and. afterwards of hail. However, wo 
reached Stilton at seven, about thirty miles from Bedford. 
Rest was now the more sweet, because both our horses were 
lame. However, resolving to reach Epworth at the time 
appointed, I set out in a post chaise between four and five 
in the inorhing : but the frost m^e it so bad drlvinjgy that 
my companion came with the lame horses into Stamfixd, as 
soon as I. The next stage I went on horseback; but I was 
then obliged to leave my marc, and take another post-chaise. 
I came to Bawtry about six. Some from EpworUi had come 
to meet me; but were gone half an hour before I caine.' I 
knew no chaise could go the rest of the road : so it reniained 
only to hire horses and a guide. We set out about seven ; 
but I soon foiund my guide knew no more of the way than 
myself. However, we got pretty well to Idle-stop, about 
four miles from Bawtry, where we had just light to discern 
the river at our side, and the Country covered with waten- 
I had heard that one Richard Wright lived thereabouts, 
who knew the road over the Moor perfectly well. Hearing 
one speak, (for we could not see him,) I called, " Who is; 
there ?" He answered, " Richard Wright." I soon agreed 
with him, and he quickly mounted his horse and rode boldly 
forward. The North-east wind blew full in our faces : "and 
I heard them say it was very cold ! But neither my face^ 
nor hands, nor feet were cold, . till between nine and ten we 
came to Epworth. After travelling more than ninety miles^ 
I was little more tired than when I rose in the morning. 

Sunday 12, I was much comforted at Church, both morn- 
ing and afternoon, by the serious behaviour of the whole 
congregation, so diflferent from what it was formerly. After 
evening service I took my stand in the Market-place, with a 
multitude of people from all parts. Toward, the end of the 
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lermon the rain was heavy ; but it neither lessened nor dis« 
turbed the congregation. Monday 13, I preached in the 
shell of the new house, and then set out for York. The 
banks over which we crept along, were ready to swallow 
up man and beast. However, we came safe to York in the 
afternoon. After settling the little afiairs, on Wednesday 
15, I rode to Leeds, where, in the evening, a multitude of 
people were present. I aever before saw things in so good ^ 
order here, tod took knowledge, the assistant had not been 
idle. I was apprehensive, having been at an uncommon 
expense, of being a little straitened for money: but afl;^ 
preaching, one with whom I had never exchanged a 
word, put a letter into my hand, in which was a bill for ten 
pounds. Is not the earth the hordes y and the fulness thereof f . 

Thursday 16, 1 rode through heavy rain to Manchester. 
I was scarcely set down, when Mr. — — — came from 
Bedford. If he come sincerely, (as I believe,) God will 
bless him: but if not, Ego in portu navigo. He can find 
out nothing with regard to me, I have no secrets. Friday 17, 
in riding from Manchester to Bolton, I read the Life of 
Theodore, King of Corsica : a great man, both as a General 
and as a Prince : and one who, if he had not been sacrificed 
to the French, might have made a shining figure in history. 
Saturday 18, we rode to Liverpool. 

Thuraday 23, 1 walked over to Mr. E.'s, a gentleman who 
had little thought of God, till his favourite child lay at the 
point of death. It then came into his mind to pray for his 
life. He did so, and the child recovered. This struck 
him to the heart, and he rested no more till his own soul 
was healed. I never saw the house so crowded as it was on 
Easter-day, March 96; especially with rich and genteel 
people, whom I did not at all spare. They are now warned 
to flee from the wrath to come. God grant they may re- 
member the warning. 

Tuesday 88, We went on board and set sail for Dublin. 
The wind was fair, and the day extremely fine. Seven or 
eight miles from the town, a small boat overtook us, which 
brought me letters from London. Some of these earnestly 

VOL. III. y 
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pressed me to return to London, or however, " Not to go to 
Ireland.^' I consulted my fidends, and just as we b^an 
our'debate, the wind, which till then was fair and small, 
turned from East to West, and blew harder and harder. 
But the jpoint was soon decided ; /or, upon enquiry, we 
found the boat was gene back, and no other was to be had. 
Presently after, the wind returned to the East, and we saw 
the hand of Grod. The Liverpool boat went away in such 
haste, -that it left a young man, James Glazebrook, behind: 
so we were five in alL' We had seven more cabin passen- 
gers, and many oonmion ones. So good-natured a company 
I never met with in a ship before. The sea was as smooth 
as glass, the sun shone without a cloud, and the wind was 
quite fair, so we glided on, till about nine, I went to prayers 
with them, and then quietly lay down. 

Wednesday 29, We were even with the great Wdsh 
mountain, Penmenmaur, at five in the morning. But ft 
then Ml calm, so that we were scarcely abreast of Holyhead 
in the evening. . This gave us much time to speak to. all 
our fellow-passengers ; and some fruit quickly appeared. 
For no oath, no immodest, or passionate word, was any' 
more heard in the ship while we were on board. 

Thursday 30, Having no wind stiU, I desired our brethren 
to come on the quarter-deck ; where we no sooner began sing- 
ing a hymn, than both passengers and people gladly assem- 
bled. The wind sprung up almost as soon as I began, and 
about nine the next day we entered Dublin . Bay, after so 
pleasantapassage as the Captain declared he had not had, at 
that time of the year, for forty years. Considering the short- 
ness of the warning, we had a large congregation in the 
evening; but a very small one in the morning, April 1. At 
this I did not wonder when I was informed, that the preach- 
ing at five had been discontinued for nearly a year and a 
half. At eight, likewise, Sunday 2, the congregation was 
small. I took knowledge that the people of Dublin, had 
neither seen nor heard any thing of sel&denial, since 
T. Walsh left the kingdom. 

All the evenings of the following week we had numerous 
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ecNdgregations. Nothing *is wanting hisre but rigorous dis- 
cipline ; which is more needful in this than in any other 
nation : The people, in general, being so soft and delicate, 
that the least slackness utterly destroys them. Thursday 6, 
we walked round the College, and saw what was accounted 
most worthy of observation. The new front is exceedingly 
grand ; and the whole square (about as large as Peckwater 
in Christ-Church) would be beautiful, were not the windows 
too small, as every one will see, when the present fashion is 
out of date. Friday 7, 1 preached in the evening on Reuben's 
character. Unstable as watery so applicable to most of this 
nation. Some were deeply convinced and resolved not to 
rest, till they were established in grace. 

Sunday 9, I exhorted the Society to follow the examj^ 
of their English brethren, by jointly renewing their covenant 
with God. On Tuesday evening I read the letters ; by one 
i)i which a poor backslider, who had been wandering nearly 
)sleven years, was cut to the heart, and determined to return 
^iohim from whom he had so deeply revolted. Thursday 
13, I explained at large the nature and manner of entering 
into covenant with Grod, and desired all who Were purposed 
so to do, to set Friday apart, for solemn fasting and prayer. 
Many did so, and met both at five in the morning, at noon^ 
Rhd in the evening. 

Sunday 16, I was much grieved, at St. Peter's Church, ait 

such a sight as I never saw in England, communicants as 

well as others, behaving .in a manner that shocked common 

sense, as well as religion. O, who has the courage to speak 

fdainly to these rich and honourable sinners ? If they perish 

in thdr iniquity, will not their blood be on the watchman's 
head? 

. Monday 17, We met in the evening to renew our covenant 

with God. It was a glorious season* I bdieve all that were 

present found that God was there. 

Tuesday 18, Among the letters I read in public last week, 

•was one from Mr. Gillies, giving an account of a Society 

lately formed at Glasgow, for promoting Christian Know* 
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ledge among the poor, chiefly by distributiiig Bibles among 
them, and other religious books. I could not then help ex- 
pressing my amazement, that nothing of this kind had been 
attempted in Ireland : and enquiring, if it were not high time, 
that such a Society should be formed in Dublin. This morn- 
ing Dr. Tisdale shewed me a paper, which the Archbishop 
had just sent to each of his CleVgy : Exhorting them to 
^ Erect a Society, for the distribution of Books among the 
poor." Thanks be to God for this ! Whether we or they, 
it is all one, so God be known, loved, and obeyed. 

Thursday SO, In the evening I met all the married men 
and women of the Society. I believe it was high time. For 
many of them seemed to know very little of relative duties. 
So that I brought strange things to their ears, when I en- 
larged on the duties of husbands, and wives, and parents. 

Friday 21 j I dined at Lady . We need great grace to 

converse with great people ! From which, therefore, (unless in 
some rare instances) I am glad to be excused. HomfuffMM 
Sf imputantur J Of these two hours I can give no goodaccoont. 
- Sunday 23, I was much concerned to see two gentlemen, 
who were cl6se to me at St. Patrick^s Church,. Ml a talking 
together^ in the most trifling manner, immediately after they 
had received the Lord's-Supper. Indeed one who sat 
by could not but reprove them, whom I seconded in stroi^ 
terms. And so far (at least) we gained: They talked no 
more, till the service was ended. 

Monday 24, I left Dublin : but our chaise-horse tired, 
before we had dr6ve eight miles. So I went into another 
chaise, and reached Killcock between eleven and twelve. 
We were greatly surprised to hear the maid of the inn 
singing one of our hymns, and to find, that her mistress had 
the evening before been at the preaching in Dublin. This 
accounted for the profound civility, with which all the 
servants behaved. About one I took horse and rode on with 
Robert Swindells to Eden-derry. On the road, I read Mr. . 
Walker's account of the siege of Londonderry , and the rela- 
tion of that of Drogheda, by Dr. Barnard,. a vain, childish, 
affected writer. Sir Henry Titchbam's account of that siege, 
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is written in a strong and masculine manner, and is worthy to 
be joined with Mr. Walker's plain and clear account of that 
oUier amazing scene of providence. 

Tuesday 15, I read an account of the Irish Rebellion, 
wrote by Dr. Curry, a Papist of Dublin, who labours to 

' wash the Ethiop white, by numberless falsehoods and pre« 
varications : but he is treated according to his merit by Mr. 
Harris, in ti' tract entitled, ^^ Fiction Unmasked." In the 
erening I preached under the Castle wall, to a very numer- 
ous congregation, though some of the Quakers (so called) 
had laboured much, to dissuade their people from coming. 
And oHe poor man, lately reclaimed by hearing our preach- 
ers, 6rom a course of open, scandalous sin, they did persuade 

jlo stay at home. When he turns back to his vomit, who shall 
^iniwer for his blood. 

Wednesday 86, I walked round the poor remains of the 
Castle. The situation is extremely fine. It stands on the 
4op of a gently-rising hill, commanding the prospect all four 
ways^ and having rows of tall trees reaching down to the 
.vale on three sides, with a grove covering it on the north 
east. But the house, as well as the gardens round about it, 
are now utterly run to ruin. . I wonder none has rebuilt it : 
mdess there is a curse on the place, fot the sins of its former 
inhabitants ! 

Thursday 26, I finished Mr. Spearman*s enquiry, an 
ingenious, sen^ble book. But I cannot at all agree with 
his scheme ; I still think Mr. Hutchinson's whole system, is 
not only quite unsupported by Scripture, but loaded with 
insuperable difficulties. I cannot yet see the pos« 
tibility- of any motion, without so much as a Vaccum 
Dmeminatum. Is it not flatly impossible^ if all be full, 
and all matter be impenetrable i Much less can I conceive^ 
how the streams of light and air can move continually in 
opposite directions, and that in space absolutely full, without 
jostling with each other ! 

In the evening I preached at Porjarlington. Both this day 
and the next I was much ccmcemed for my rich, gay hearers, 
and God gave me such a word for them, as I scarcely ever 
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had before. Hence at his earnest request, I rode over ta Mr. 
li— , who said, " He could not die in peace till he had 
seen me." For some time he had been quite distracted : but 
he spoke quite sensibly yesterday, while Mr. Swindells was 
there, saying, with many tearis, ^^ He had never prospered 

in any thing, since he used Mr. W ^ so ill." That 

night he had sound and refreshing sleep, which he had not 
had for many weeks before : and when we called,* most of 
what he said was reascmiable and connected. Perhaps Grod 
may put an end to the troubles, which have lately encom- 
passed him on eveiy side. 

Saturday S9, I preached in the Market*-place at Mount* 
mellick in the -evening, and at eight in the mornings At 
elevai I went to Church. Soon after, sev«h or eight troDiper& 
came into the same pew. Several were in the next pew, and 
others scattered up and down the Church.. In the middle of 
the service a person came in, and whispered to one of them 
in our pew. Soon after, another person came in, and whis- 
pered to the Corporal. Several of them then wlriiq[)Qred 
together ; after which four went out, but quickly r^umed, 
with many swords and pistols. After whispering together 
again, they all rose up from all parts, and went out of the 
Church in a body. Thi^ put the whole congregation in an 
uproar, and many ran out in all haste. Afterwards the secret 
appeared to be this. Three weeks s^gOy a man of the town 
grossly abused a trooper, whose patience at length being 
worn out, he gave him a cut across the head. A report now 
came, that the man was dead. On this the mob gathered, 
to seize the trooper : but the others resolved, not t6 give him 
up to a mob, but to the Peace-oi&cer. I suppose most of 
the protestants in the town, were present at the evening 
sermon. Many Papists also stood in the skirts of the con- 
gregation, though liable to heavy penance for it. I preached 
much longer than I am accustomed, finding it an acceptable 
time. Well might Kempis say, " He rides easily, whom the 
grace of God carries." 

Monday, May 1,1 strove to put an end to the bitter c<hi- 
tentions which had well nigh torn the Soci^y in pieces* I 
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heard the contendmg parties face to face, and desired theia 
to speak at large. God gave his blessing therewith : the 
snare was broken, and they were cordially reconciled. Only 
one person was oat (^ all patience, and formally renounced 
us all : but withtn an hour God broke her heart also, and 
she asked pardon with many tears. So there is reason to 
hope, they will for the time to come, bear one another^ $ 
burdens. 

In the evening I preached at Tullamore, not only to a 
hurge number of Protestants, but to many Fapists, and al- 
most all the troopers in the town. Tuesday 2, I wrote a 
sh<Hrt answer to Dr. Free's weak, bitter, scurrilous invective, 
against the people called Methodists. But I doubt, whe- 
ther I shaU meddle with him any more. He is too dirty a 
writ^ for me to touch. 

""Wednesday 3, I preached at four in the afternoon at 
Coolylough, and at eight in the morning : after which I 
rode on to Tjnrrers-pass. The letters which I received here, 
were seasonable as rain in the time of drought. I had be- 
fore found much weariness ; but God thereby gave a check 
to my faintness of spirit, and enabled me to gird up the 
Urns of mj/ mind. 

In the evening, the weather being calm and mild, I 
preached on the side of a meadow, the people standing be- 
fore me, one above another, on the side of a gently-rising 
hill: and many did indeed, at that hour, taste and see 
that the Lord is gracious. 

Friday 5, In the evening I preached at Drumcree, in the 
new room, built in the taste of the Country. The roof is 
thatch, and the walls mud ; on which a ladder was sus- 
pended by ropes of straw. Hence we rode to Rosmead. 
The congregation here was not large, but deeply serious. 
. Sunday 7, I preached at eight and at five. Afterwards I 
was desired to make a collection for a distressed family. 
Mr. Booker, the Minister of the Parish, willingly stood at 
the door to receive it : and encouraged all that went by, to 
be merciful after their power. Monday 8, I rode to 
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Ne\?iy, and preached at seven to a large and seriouB cofi« 
gregation. 

Tuesday 9, We rode by the side of the canal, throng 
,a pleasant vale, to Terry-hugan. The room built on pur- 
pose for us here, is tl^ree yards long, two and a quarts 
broad, and six feet high. The walls, floor, and ceiling are 
mud : and we had a clean, chaff bed. At seyoi I preach- 
ed in a neighbouring ground, haying a rock behind me, 
and a large congregation sitting on the grass befcnre me. 
Thence we retired to our hut, and found it true : 

Licet sub paupere iecio 
Reges et regum vita prascurrgre amieos, 

Wednesday 10, I suppose all the inhabitants of the vil- 
lage with many dthers, were present at five in the morning. 
Among these was a poor woman, brought to bed ten days 
r before, who had walked four Irish miles, (seven Er^lijh ) 
with her child in her arms, to have it baptized by me. An- 
other, 'who lived at Terry-hugan, had earnestly desired the 
same thing, if she were delivered before I left the Country. 
She was delivered two or three hours before the preaching. 
So God gave her what she asked of him. 

In riding to Lisburn, I read Mr. Rollin's Ancient Histoiy. 
Could so masterly a writer make such palpable blunders ? 
Or are they owing to the Translator ? I have observed many 
as gross as that in the Fourth Volume. " A revered old 
age was the fruit of Gelon's wisdom — He was succeeded by 

Hiero, his eldest brother. This young prince " How ? 

if Gelon enjoyed revered old age, could his eldest brother 
hei/ourig after his death ? 

Abundance of people attended the preaching in the even- 
ing, as well as in the morning. Friday 12, I preached 
about noon at Comber, and then rode on to Newtown. 
This seems to have been a place of strength, large frag* 
ments of walls still remaining. I preached at seven on the 
Green, to the largest congregation I have seen since I came 
into the kingdom. All were quietly attentive, and when I 
had done, went away in deep silence. 

Saturday 13, We went into the Church, the Burial-place 
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of Mr. Colvin's fetherand ancestors. The quire, turned in- 
to a Chapel many years ago, is grand, and finely finished s 
but as no man cares tor it, since the estate was sold, it is 
swiftly running to ruin. In the evening we had a larger 
congregation than before. I was afiraid my voice would 
not reach than all. But God gave me strength, so that I 
believe every one present might hear distinctly. Sunday 
14, I preached in the Market-house at Bel&st about one^ 
•nd in the Courthouse at Carrickfergus in the evening. 

Monday 15, I rode over the mountains to Lam, a small 
sea^port, ten miles North of Carrickfergus. The sun shone 
bright and exceedingly hot, and the wind was pretty high. 
They fixed the table just fronting the mid-day sun, and 
Hfhere an eddy of wind poured in continually. And it was 
well they did ; for the sun tempered the wind, so that I 
covld bear both better than either. I suppose most of the 
lown were present, rich and poor : and I believe the word 
of God did not return empty. In the evening I preached 
at Canrick again. The old Earl of Donn^al, one of the 
richest peers in Ireland, took much pleasure here in his- 
stately house, surrounded by large and elegant gardens : 
but his only son proved an idiot. And the present heir re- 
gards them not. So the roof of the house is fallen in ; and 
the horses and sheep which feed in the gardens, make wild 
work with the parterres, and curious trees, which the old 
liord so carefully planted. 

Tuesday 16, We rode to Lurgan. In the morning I 
walked to Lough-Neagh^ the most beautiful lake I ever 
saw. On the South-east shore stands a small mount, sup« 
posed to be raised by the Danes : on the top of which is a 
kind of arbour, benched round with turf, which might con- 
tain twenty or thirty people. This was the hottest day I 
ever felt in Ireland : nearly as hot as any I remember in 
Georgia. The next morning I was desired to see the house 
of an eminent scholar near the town. The door into the 
yard we found nailed up ; but we got in at a gap which was 
stopj^ with thorns. I took the house at first for a very old 
bam, but was assured he had built it within five years : not 
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indeed by any old^ vulgar model, bat puidy to bis own 
taste. The walls were part mud, part brick, part stone^ 
and part bones and wood. There were four windows^ but 
BO glass in any, lest the pore air should be kept out. The 
house had two stories, but no staircase, and no docnr : into 
the upper floor, we went by a ladder through one of the 
windows :. through one of the low» windows, into the tower 
floor, which was about four feet high. This floor had three 
rooms, one three square, the second had five sides, the 
third, I know not how many. I give a particidar descrip- 
tion of this wonderful edifice, to illustrate that great truth ; 
There is no folly too great, even for a man of sense, if he 
lesolve to follow bis own imagination ! 
* I spent Friday and Saturday at Newry^ a town risen out 
of its ashes within these twenty years. Sunday 21, I'was 
much pleased with the seriousness and decency of the con« 
grpgHtion at Church : but they were a little hurried in the 
middle of the service, A young man dropped down as 
dead. In a little time however he came, to himsd^ and 
was led out of Church. 

Monday S3, I rode through a barren, dreary Country, 
and by a miserable road, to Castle-Blaney. The morning 
was extremely hot; but we had a cooler ride in the after- 
noon to Coot-hill. i preached at seven in an open place 
near the street, to a tolerably serious congregation. At six 
in the morning there were more rather than fewer, who then 
jseemed to feel as well as hear. I walked afterwards to the 
German house, about as laige as the Chapel in Snf^ws-fields. 
.They have pitched upon a delightful situation, laid out a 
garden by it, planted trees round the ground, and every 
.way approved themselves wise in their generation. They 
often put me in mind of the monks of old, who had picked 
out the pleasantest spots in our nation : but when their time 
was come, Grod swept them away, in an hour they lodged 
not for iU In the evening I preached at Dingins, in the 
County of Cavan, on the very edge of Ulster. Many came 
firom &r, a few of whom have tasted that the Lord is grar 
cious. 
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Wednesday S4, I preached in the morniiig at Granard, 
in ihe Barrack-yard. I have rarely seen a congregatioii in 
anew place so much aflfected. About one I preached at 
Edgeworthtown, to a yery genteel congregation ;. extremely 
different firom that which gathered at Longford, in the yard 
of the great Inn : the rudest, surliest, wildest people that I 
have found since I came into the kingdom : . however, they 
stood pretty quiet, till some pieces of turf were thrown 
among the&i over the houses. And when they had recovered 
fiom the hurry it put them into, they behaved decently till 

I concluded. 

Thursday 35, I* preached at Cleg-hill about one, and 
then rode on to Brumersnave. Wood, water, fruitful land, 
and gently-rising hills, contribute to make this place a little 
paradise. Mr. Campbell, the proprietor of the whole, re^ 
solved to make it such. So he planted groves, laid out 
walks, formed the plan of a new town, with a barrack at 
one end, and his own seat at the other. But, alas ! death 
stepped in between, and all his plan fell to the ground. I 
lodged at the only gentleman's house in the town, whose 
wife adorns the Gospel. 

Saturday 37, 1 rode through James's-Town, once a strong 
place, now a heap of ruins, and through Carrickand Boyle, 
both inclosed by a pleasant and fruitful Country. Soon afier, 
we entered the County of Sligo, the best peopled that I have 
'seen in the kuigdom, Eight villages we counted within se* 
yen miles : the town itself I think is little less than Limerick. 
The Country round It is fertile and well-improved ; even the 
mountains, to the very top. It lies two miles from thie sea^ 
having a large harbour, covered by mountains on each side. 
The mob had been in motion all the day : but their business 
was only with the forestallers of the market, who had bought 
up all the com far and near, to starve the poor, and load a 
Diitch ship, which lay at the quay. But the mob brought 
it all out into the market, and sold it for the owners at ihd 
common pricel And this they did, with all the calmness 
and composure imaginable, and without striking or hurting 
any one. 
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I preached in the erening near the main-streeCy to a maBUf 
quiet, serious company : at nine, Sunday 88, in the Maiket- 
house, to a numerous congregation : but they were doabled 
at five in the afternoon ; and God made his word quick and 
powerful. Even the rich and genteel part o{ the audience 
appeared to be deeply affected. O for labourers ! for a few 
ffmtfw rsKvay * desirous only to spend and be spent for their 
brethren. Monday S9, I rode to Castlebar. 

Thursday, June 1 , I went to Newport. I believe aD the 
Protestants in the town gladly attended the evening preaeh- 
ing: and few of them were wanting at five in the morning. 
How white are these fields to the harvest I Friday 2y I 
rode to HoUymount, and preach^ in the Church-yard. I 
then visited my antagonist, Mr. Clark, who was lying ez- 
trtoiely ill. Saturday 3, I preached at MinuUa, a village 
four miles from Castlebar. I was ' surprised to find, bow 
little the Irish Papists are changed in a hundred yean. 
Most of them retain the same bitterness, yea, and thirst for 
blood as ever : and would as freely now cut the throats of 
all the Protestants, as they did in the last century. 

Sunday 4, As they have the Lord's-supper here but four 
times a year, I administered it in the evening to about sixty 
persons. Scarcely one of them went empty away. Many 
were filled with consolation. 

Tuesday 6, I set out at four ( tlie hour I had appointed ) 
on foot, the horse brought for me having neither bridle not 
saddle. After a time one galloped after me full, speed, till 
just fb he overtook me, horse and man came down together. 
The horse's knee spouted out blood, as if an artery h^ been 
€ut : but on a sudden the blood stopped, nor did he bleed 
any more all the way to Aughrim. I found a few here, and 
left more, striving to enter in at the strait gate. 

Friday 9, About eight I preached at Ahaser, to a con* 
gr^ation, of whom four-fifths were Papists. Would to 
Cod the Government would insure to all the Papists in 
the land, so much liberty of conscience, that none 
might hinder them from hearing the true word of. God ! 
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Then, as they bear, so let them judge. In the evening I 
preached at Athlone, 

Sunday 11, We had an excellent sermon at Church, on 
the intercession of Christ. In the afternoon abundance of 
Papists, as well as Protestants, were present on the Con«« 
naught side of the river, while I explained the joj/ that is 
til heaven aver one sinner thai repenieth. Toward the 
close two or three eggs were thrown, and not long after, two 
stones. One of them fell on a gentleman's servant, the othar 
on a drummer, which so enraged the dragoons (many of 
whom were in the congregation ) that as soonaslconcluded^ 
they run all ways to find the man that threw. The spirit 
they shewed did much good, by striking a terror into the 
rabble* But I was glad they did not discover the ofiender* 
I believe his fright was punishment enough. 

Tuesday 13, I met the Preachers and Stewards at Cooly- 
lough. The congregation at noon was the largest I ever 
saw there. In the aftemocm the perplexed case of J. C. and 
J. A. was referred to Mr.S. and Mr. H. : who, after a long 
hearing, judged ( as did all present ) << That J. C. had acted 
wrong, in seizing and selling J. A. V goods for rent,' when 
no rent was due." Afler preaching in the evening, I talked 
with Kath. Sheaof Athlone, concerning a strange account^ 
which I had heard : there are many now living, who attest, 
on their personal knowledge, mart of the particulars of it. 
She said, ^^ When I was ten years old, the preaching bc^an 
at Athlone. I liked, and often heard it, though my parents 
were zealous Papists, till they removed into the Country. I 
then grew as zealous as they, and was diligent in reading 
the Popish prayers, till I was about thirteen ; when taking 
the Mass-book one day, to read my prayers, I could not see 
imt word. I continued blind, just able to discern light from 
darkness, but not to read or dc^ any work : tiU after three 
-months, casting my eye on a New Testament, I could read 
i^learly. I said to myself, ^ I will not read this Protestant 
book, I will read my own book.' Accordingly I opened 
^e MasB-bobk, but could not Bee <me word : it appeared all 
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dark and black. I made the' trial thrice over, holding the 
Mass-book in one hand^ and the Testament in the other. I 
could not see any thing in the Mass-book, but could read the 
Testament as well as ever. On this I threw away the Haas- 
book, fully resolved to meddle with it no more. Afterwards 
my parents returned to Athlone. Thai I heard the preach^ 
ingat all opportunities. ■ Fortius they beat me many times, 
and at last turned me out of doors. Yet after this, my fiUher 
broughtme to the Priest, who disputed with me very warmly. 
At length my father said, ^ I think the girl is in the right.* 
And he opposed me no more to the day of Ids death." 

Wednesday 14, I preached at Tullamore about eleven, 
and at Birr in the evening. Friday 16, I set out for Lime- 
rick. I was wet through from heeul to foot, before I came 
thither, but received no hurt. Here I had a particular ac- 
count of the melancholy aflhir, which was in flie mouths of 
all men. On Sunday evening last, two officers were playing 
at dice, when they quarrelled about a lewd woman. This 
occasioned a challenge. firom Mr. I., which the other would 
iain have declined ; buthe would not be denied, and was so 
bent upon it, that he would not go to bed. About three in 
the morning they went out, with their seconds, to the Island. 
Mr. B. pnqposed firing at twelve jrards distance ; but Mr. 
I. said, ^ No, no, six is enough.' So they kissed one ano- 
ther, ( poor farce! ) and before they were five paces asunder, 
both fired at the same instant. The ball went into Mr. I.'s 
breast, who turned round twice or thrice, and fell. He was 
carried home, made his will, and about three in the aft^- 
noon died like a man of honour ! 

How hie the judgments of the Lord abroad in the earth ! 
About Easter last, Mr. Beauchamp was at a gentleman's 
house in the county of Clare, whoi a gentleman who was 
occasionally there, finding they were going to family 
prayers, ran away in all haste, swearing, ^^ He would have 
none of their swaddling (Nrayers." Two or three weeks after, 
he imagined himself to be not very wdl. A Physician was 
called, who for three or four days successively, afllrmed. 
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there was no danger at all. On. the fifth day a second Phy- 
sician was called : who feeling his pulse, said, ^^ Why do 
you send for me ? I can do nothing. He is a dead man.'' 
Hearing this, he cried out, ^^ Doctor, you have deceived 
me. I leave money enough ; but my soul is lost." He 
catched hold of one and another, crying, <^ Save me, sav9 
me." He endeavoured to throw himself into the fire. Being 
hindeied from domg this, he seized upon his own arm, and 
tore it with his teeth. And after a short time, in all the 
agony of rage^ despair, and horror, expired. 
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SATURDAY, June 17, 1 met Thomas Walsh once more, 
in Limerick, alive, and but just alive. Three of the best 
Physicians in these parts have attended him, and all agree, 
that it is a lost case ; that by violent straining of his voice, 
added to frequent colds, he has contracted a pulmonary 
consumption, which is now in the last stage, and conse* 
quently beyond the reach of any human help. O, what a 
man, to be snatched away in the strength of his years! 
Surely thy judgments are a great deep ! 

Wednesday 21, Our little Conference began, at which 
fourteen Preachers were present. We settled all things 
here, which we judged would be of use to the Preachers or 
the Societies, and consulted how to remove whatever might 
be a hindrance to the Work of God. 

Friday 23y I rode over io Court-Mattress, a colony of 
Grermans, whose parents came out of the Palatinate, about 
fifty years ago. Twenty families of them settled here, 
twenty more at Killikeen, a mile off; fifty at Balligarane, 
about two miles Eastward; and twenty at Pallas^ four miles 
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.&rther. Each fiunily bad a few acres of ground^ on which 
they built as many little houses. They are since consider* 
ably increased in number of souls^ though decreased in 
number of families. Having no minister^ they were become 
eminent for drunkenness, cursing, swearing, and an utter 
neglect of religion. But tiiey are washed ; since they heard 
.and received the truth, which is able to save their souls. 
An oath is now rarely heard among them, or a drunkard 
seen in their borders. Court-Mattress is built in the form 
of a square, in the middle of which they have placed a 
pr^ty large preaching-house ; but it would not contain 
one half of the congregation; so I stood in a large yard. 
The wind kept off the rain while I was preaching: as soon 
as I ended, it began. 

Sunday 25, About six I preached in the island near Li- 
merick, in a square, green inclosure, which was formerly 
Oliver Cromwell's camp. I have not seen such a congre- 
gation since we left London. To how much better purpose 
is this ground employed, than it was in the last century ! 

Thursday 29, I rode to Clare, and at six preached in the 
street to many poor Papists and rich Protestants, almost all 
the gentry in the Country being assembled together. Thence 
I went on to Ennis } and at ten the next morning, had ano- 
ther genteel congregation in the Court-house. In Ennis 
many suppose, there are not less than fifty Papists to one 
Protestant. They would have been very ready to shew 
their good will ; but the sight of Mr. B— kept them in 
awe. A^ report, however, was spread of some terrible things 
they were to do in the evening; and many we^e surprised 
to observe, that nine in ten of the congregation were Papists ; 
but none spoke an unkind or uncivU word, either while I 
preached or afl;er I had done. How unspeakable is the ad* 
vantage, in point of common sense, which middling people 
have over the rich ! There is so much paint and affectation, 
so many unmeaning words and senseless customs among 
people of rank, as fully justify the remark made seventeen 
(lundred years ago ; Sensus communis in ilia Fortuna raru^* 

VOL. m. z 
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Sunday, July 2, I preached in the island near Lknerid^^ 
both morning and evening, standing on the side of a hurge 
hollow, adjoining to the old camp. The ground on the 
sides of it sloped upward, so that the people sat on the gtass, 
row above row. Such an amphitheatre I never saw befixe, 
in which thousands of hearers were so commodiously placed. 
And they seemed earnestly to attend to our Lord's invitation : 
Come^ for all things are now ready! I did not then dh 
serve, that I strained myself; but in the morning I was ex- 
tremely hoarse. This increased all day, together with a 
load and stoppage in my breast. On Tuesday morning I 
began spitting blood, found a pain in my left side^ a sra- 
sihie decay of strength, and a deep wheezing ccRigh; just 
the symptoms which I had some years since. I immediately 
applied a brimstone plalster to my side, and used a linctus 
of roasted lemon and honey. Wednesday 5, my side was 
quite easy, and my hoarseness much abated : so in the even- 
ing I made shift to preach again, though not without dif- 
ficulty. I had purposed preaching the next day, at Shroiull, 
dbont t>Tenty«four English miles from Limerick; and at 
Clonmell, about the same distance from Shronill; but per- 
ceiving my strength would not suffice, and yiekiii^ to the 
advice of my friends, I rested another day. 

Thursday 6, The news of Prince Ferdinand's victory, 
had half turned the heads of most of the Protestants, till 
they were brought to themselves by news of another kind, 
which ran through the city as in an instant. One who was 
well known therein, a great curser and blasphemer, and 
eminently without God in the work), went a fishing a little 
way from his own door, and stood with hb angling-rod on 
the edge of the water. Many were looking on, when his 
foot slipping, he fril forward and sunk. As help was at 
hand, he wa9 soon drawn out : but it was too late. There 
were no remains of life. His soul was goae to give its 
account. 

Friday 7« I rode in a chaise to Charleville, and thenoe on 
an easy horse to Cork. James Massiot died in peace the 
uuHiiing before : $i> I was just in time to perfiMrm the last 
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office for him. Saturday 8, the congregation was large; 
but my voice was so weak that many could not hear. Sun- 
day 9, after the burial of James Massiot, I preached to a 
multitude of people, on Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord: and the longer I spoke, the more my voice was 
strengthened. , ; 

Tuesday 11, I rode with James Morgan to Bandon, and 
preached in the Market-house to a listening multitude. 

Wednesday 12, I read over ihe Analysis of Lord Boling- 
brrfte^s Works. Surely never did any man so flatly con- 
tradict, and so fully answer himself! Thursday 13, about 
noon, I preached in the Exchange at Kingsale. The towns- 
folk care for none of these things ; but we had a large con- 
gregation of soldiers, many of whom are good soldiers of 
JeauB Christ. In the evening I preached in the main street 
at Bandon. • Having now need of all my voice, it was given 
me again ^; only with a little pain in my side, which ceased 
.while I w^s speaking. . 

Saturday 15, I preached about noon at Innishannon, and 
returned to Bandon. A fortnight since they laid the founda- 
tion, of their preaching-house: this evening I preached in 
the shell c^it: but it would not contain the congrc^tion. 
Truly these are swift to hear, though not slow to speak. 
Sunday 16, I preached again in the shell of the house, at 
eight, and in the main street at six in the evening. Ob- 
serving many of the French officers there, 1 could not but 
pray for them in particular. Some of them were deeply 
attentive. : Perhaps it was not for npthing, that God brought 
tiiem into a strange land. 

Monday 17, I returned to Cork. Tuesday 18, I began 
Speaking severally to the members of the Society. Many of 
them, I found, were truly alive to God. Old misunder- 
standings were removed. And I had the satisfaction of see- 
ing them so united together, as they had not been for many 
years. Friday 21, I met with a Tract which utterly con- 
founded all my philosophy : I had long believed, that Mi-^ 
crosQopic animals were generated, like all other animals, by 
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parents of the same species. But Mr. Needham makes it 
highly probable, that they constitute a peculiar class of 
animals, differing from all others in this : that they neither 
are generated, nor generate, nor subsist by food in the 
ordinary way. Tuesday !^, in the evening I assisted the 
Society in renewing theit Covenant with God. It was to 
many a season of great refreshment, and the fear of God 
was upon all. 

Sunday SO, I b^an meeting the children in the afternoon, 
though with little hope of doing them good ; but I had ' 
not spoken long on our natural state, before many of them 
were in tears, and five or six so affected, that they could 
not refrain from crying aloud to God. When I b^n 
praying, their cries increased, so that my voice was soon 
lost. I have seen no such work among children fcnr eigfateai 
or nineteen years. 

Monday 31, I finished the Glasgow Abridgmoit of 
Mr. Hutchinson's Works. He was doubtless a man of un- 
common understanding, and indefatigable ap]^cation. Yet 
the more I consider it, the less can I subscribe to his 
system either of Divinity or Philosophy : as I am more and 
more convinced, that they have no foundation in Scripture 
or sound reason. 

Tuesday, August 1, The Captain with whom we were 
to sail, was in great haste to have our things on board : 
but I would not send them while the wind was against us. 
On Wednesday he sent message after message : so in the 
evening we went down to the ship, near Passage : but there 
was nothing ready or near ready for sailing. Hence I learned 
two or three rules, very needful for those who sail between 
England and Ireland. 1, Never pay till you set sail. 
3, Go not on board, till the Captain goes on board. 3, Send 
not your baggage on board, till you go yourself. 

Thursday 3, I returned to Cork. On Saturday 5, we 
were called on board in all haste : but the Captain being in 
no haste to sail, I preached at Cork again on Sunday at 
five, and then returned to Passage. He now said, He would 
fall down to Cove directly :' so we took boat and went down 
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thither : but no Captain appeared either this day or the 
next. So, that I might not lie idle, I went down to the 
Beach, and began preaching to as wild, unpromising a 
congregation, as ever I saw in this kingdom. However thejr 
performed more than they promised : for they grew more 
and more quiet and attentive ; and some o[ them appeared 
to be deeply afiected. Monday 7, hearing nothing of our 
Captain yety in the afternoon I went to the middle of the 
town. Abundance of people ran together ; but they were 
fitr too wild and noisy, to admit of my giving out a psalm^ 
ch: naming a text, in the usual way : so I fell abruptly 
upon as many as could hear, in a free and familiar manner* 
In a few minutes the whole body were quiet, and tolerably 
attentive. They were more and more serious, till I con- 
cluded with a hynm and a short prayer. Immediately 
after preaching, I was sent for to a gentleman, who was struck 
with the palsy. I found the house full of his friends and 
relations, to whom I spoke freely and largely. They seemed 
to be more than ordinarily affected. Perhaps for this also 
we were detained at Cove. Tuesday 8, I preached not for 
from the Beach, to a very decent and serious congregation. 
Presently after, a vessel sailed by, bound for Wales. We 
went on board without delay, got out of the harbour by 
eleven, and, by Wednesday noon, were a-breast of the Isle 
of Lundy : but we had not yet done our work ; for the 
wind fell, and we did not get into the river till nearly sun-set. 
Observing three or four sailors standing t(^ether, I began 
explaining to them the nature of religion. In a few minutes 
all within the ship came together ; and without the cere- 
mony of naming a text, I enlarged on The Kingdom of 
God is not meat and drink^ but righteausnessy and 
peacey and' joy in the Holy Ghost. About eleven we 
landed at Penklawr, and in the morning rode to Swamjey, 

Thursday lO, We rode through a pleasant country to. 
Pile. We were setting out from thence, when a violent 
show^ drove us into the house again, and constrained us to 
talk with two or three travellers. I beUeve our labour 
was not lost ; for they appeared to be greatly affecied. J 
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preached at Cardiff in the evening and the next morning. 
We reached the New Passage about nocm : bat they did not 
tell us till half an hour after five, that the boat would not pasa 
that night. With much difficulty I procured a small boat 
to carry us over, leaving our horses behind. Landing soon 
after six, we walked on, and between nine and tea came io 
Bristol. On the following days was our yearly Confer^oK^e, 
begun and ended in perfect harmony. Thursday 17,1 went 
to the Cathedral, to hear Mr. Handel's Messiah. I doubt, 
if that congregation was ever so serio^s at a sermon, as they 
were during this performance. In many parts, especially 
several of the chorus's, it exceeded my expectation. 

Having promised to take a little journey into Wales, on 
Monday 21, I set out with Joseph Jones. We were in the 
boat before nine, but did not land our horses, till a quarter 
before three : however I reached Cardiff, time enough to 
preach in the Room, though not in the Castle. Tuesday 82, 
I gathered up, as well as 1 could, the fragments of the So* 
ciety. At six in the evening I preached in the CastlCf. 
W«]nesday 23, we rode to Fonmon. The bdiaviour of 
Mr. Jones surprised me : It seemed as if he inherited the 
spirit of his father. I preached at seven to a deeply serious 
congregation, and to a good part of them at five in. the 
morning. Thursday 22, I wrote a second letter to Dr. 
Free, the warmest opponent I have had finr many years. I 
leave him now to laugh, and scold, and witticise, and call 
names, just as he pleases ; for I have done. Friday 25, I 
rode to Cowbridge, and preached at three in the afternoon, 
in the New Assembly-Room. I observed no trifler there, 
though there were several erf the better rapk. About six I 
preached in a Green Court at Lanmais, to a company of 
right old, simple Christians. I could not get frmn them 
so soon as I designed, so that we did not icadi Fonmon till 
nearly nine. 

Saturday 26, One undertook to guide me the nearest way 
into the main road : but in five or six miks be lost his way 
s»> that tS>r some time we wandered upon the momilains. 
About noon, bowerer, we got into the road, aad in an boos 



ATIG.'1758^] R£T>;JOaN WIESLEV'S JOUJRsNAJ^ 343 

\ 

and a half after, to Pile. Bef(»'e we left it, I spoke a few words 
(o the woman. of the house. 3he seemed quite strucl^ 
How few words suffice, when God applies them (o the 
heart! I knew not where to go at Neath : but as we entered 
the town, a man fixed his eyes upon me, (though he had 
nerer seen me bfore} and said, "Sir, that is the house where 
the Preachers put up their horses." I had been there only a 
few minutest, when another came in and said, ^^ Sir, Mrs. 
Morgan expects you. I will shew you the way." To 
Mrs. Morgan's we went, and were as cordially received as 
if she had known us for twenty years. It was market-day, 
so I preached about five in the Room, a large, commodious 
place. I believe most that were present, (several of whom 
were backsliders) felt that God was there^ 

Sunday 27, Wei-eachedSwaosey at. seven, and were met 
by one who conducted us to his house., and thenpe to a kind 
of Castle^ in which was a great court, surrounded by high, 
old walls. A large congregation assembled soon, and be- 
haved with the utmost decency. A very uncommon blessing 
was among them, as uses to be among them that are simple 
■of hearts The congregation was considerably more than 
doubled^ at five in the afternoon. Many gay and well-dressed 
parsons were among them ; but they were as serious a3 the 
•poorest. Peter Jaco, who was driven to us by contrary 
winds, was agreeably surprised at them. 
. Monday 28, 1 scarcely ever saw such a rain in Europe, as 
.WIS had for a considerable part of this morning. In one of 
the main streets, the water ran with a stream capable of 
turning a mill. However, having appointed to preach at 
noon, in Newton, about six miles from Swansey, I was 
determined, not to break my word, though I supposed but 
few would attend : but 1 was mistaken. Such a number of 
people came together, as no house in the town could con- 
tain. A ham was soon prepared; ai^d it pleased £rod to 
-send a gracious rain upon their hearts. After preaching at 
. Swansey in the .evening, I met those who desired to join in a 
. Society, and explained to them the nature and design of it, 
i.with which they were quite unacquainted. Tuesday ?9, 
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I rode back to Neath, in order to put the Society there (an 
unlicked mass ) into some form. This on Saturday they had 
begged me to do : but they seemed now to have quite foigot* 
ten it. Mr. Evans, the Presbj^erian M inister, had turned them 
upside down. They looked ^s if they had never seen me 
before, all but five or six, who were much ashamed of their 
brethren. 

Wednesday 20, I rode on to Margum. There used to 
be preaching here, till Lord M ansel, dying without childr^, 
left the estate to Mr. Talbot. He forbad all his tenants to 
receive the Preachers, and so, efiectually put a stop to it : 
but he did not glory in it long. A few months after, God 
called him home. At noon I preached again in the Assem« 
bly-room at Cowbridge : in the Castle at Cardiff, in the 
evening. Thursday 31, 1 talked with several of the people, 
and found the old spirit swiftly reviving. In the evening 
I preached in the Town-hall. Several eminent sinners wer6 
present. And God was present in an uncommon manner ; 
as also at the meeting of the Soci^y. 

Friday, September 1, After a busy and comfortable day, 
I preached once morp in the Castle. The word seemed to 
sink deep into the hearers, though many of them were of the 
genteeler sort. In the Society we were much refreshed* 

Many followed me to Thomas Gl 's house : where two 

or three were cut to the heart, particularly both his daughters, 
and cried to God with strong cries and tears. Saturday 2, 
we rode to the New Passage, crossed over in half an hour, 
and about five came to Bristol. 

Saturday 9, I wrote the account of an extraordinary mo- 
nument of divine mercy, Nathanael Othen, who was shot 
for desertion at Dover-Castle, in October 1757. In the fol- 
lowing week I met Mr. Fletcher, and the other Preachers 
that were in the house, and spent a considerable time in close 
conversation, on the head of Christian Perfection. I after- 
wards wrote down the general propositions wherein we all 
agreed. Thursday 14, I rode to Coleford, and was much 
refreshed among the simple, zealous colliers. Saturday 16, 
in the evening I preached at Bradford, as also at five and 
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eight on Sunday morning. At two, as soon as we were in 
the house at Freshford, it poured down with rain : so that 
after aft many as could had crowded in, the rest were con- 
strained to go away. But the rain ceased as soon as we tocA 
horse, and we had a pleasant ride to Bristol. 

Wednesday SO, I rode over to Bath ; but the Room would 
ill contain the congr^ation. So I encouraged them in their 
c^ign of taking a piece of ground, and building without 
delay. In the ev^iing I preached at Shepton, and several 
of the rick and honourable took it into their minds to come : 
but they came too late ; for the house was already filled 
with the poor. Thursday 21, as we rode homeward, we 
saw a sight indeed : a woman in the extremity of pain, rat- 
ing away piece-meal by the King's-evil, full of sores from 
head to foot, with several of her bones appearing through the 
skin : and continually praising God with tears of joy, for 
** dealing so mercifully with her." 

Sunday S4, The famous Roger Balls had planted himself 
in Stoke's'-Croft before I came. However, as there was a 
large congregation, I did not think it right to leave them to 
him, but began as usual, and preached till nearly six o'clock, 
without paying any regard to him. 

Sunday^ October 1, I took my JLeave of the congregation, 
and of the Children in Kingswood. And God gave us a 
parting blessing. Monday 2, I preached at Bradford, 
( noon and night ) and met the Stewards of the Wiltshire 
and Somersetshire Societies. In the evening I baptized a 
young woman, deeply convinced of sin. We all found the 
power of God was present to heal, and she herself felt what 
she had not words to express. 

Tuesday 3, One of Warminster, who was at Bristol last 
week, had desired me to ciedl at his house. I did so this 
morning, and preached in his yard to a numerous congre- 
gation, of saints and sinners, rich and poor. Church-men, 
Quakers, and Presbyterians, both of the old and new way. 
Some disturbance was expected ; but there was none. The 
whole assembly behaved well : and instead of curses' or 
stones^ we had many blessings, as we rode through the 
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town for Salisbury. Wednesday 4^ I rested there. Thun^ 
day 5, I rode by Redbridge and Fareham to Portsmouth;; 
where at seven I preached in Mr. Whitefield's Tabemack^ 
to a small, serious congregation. 

Friday 6, I designed to go in a wherry to the Isle of 
Wight-c but the watermen were so extravagant in their 
denmnds, that I changed my mind and went in the hoy. 
And it was well I did : for the sea was so high, it wouldnot 
have been easy, for a small boat to keep above water. . We 
landed at two, and walked on, five litUe miles, to NewpMt. 
The neighbouring camp had filled the town with soldien, 
the most abandoned wretches whom I ever yet saw. Their 
whole glorying was in cursing, swearing, drunkenness^ and 
lewdness. How gracious is Grod, that he does not yet send 
these monsters to their own place ! \ . 

At five I preached in the Corn-market, and at six in the 
morning. A few even of the soldiers attended. One of 
thes^', Bcmjamin Lawrence, walked with U9 to Wotton- 
bridge, where we intended, to take boat. He was in St 
Philip's Fort, during the whole siege, concerning which I 
asked him many questions. He said, ^^ 1, Abundance of 
cattle wjis left in tjie fields, till the French (long expected) 
came and took them. 2, Abundance of wine was left in the 
town, even more than the French could use. And there 
was not enough in the Castle, even for the sick men. 3, A 
large, strong stone house was left standing, within a small 
distance of the Fort. Behind this the French often fi^rmed 
themselves, particularly before the last assault. 4, This 
might easily be accounted for. We had few officers of any 
experience: and the Governor never came out of his 
house. 5, The French made two general assaults, and were 
repulsed, and many blown up by our mines. But the mines 
having never been looked after, till just when we wanted 
them, most of them were utterly useless ; so that only two, 
out of threescore, did any execution. 6, In their third 
assault ( which they were very hardly persuaded to make ) 

Captain , who commanded the guard of a hundred 

men, at the Sally-port, ran away before he was attacked, 
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"and his men having n6ne to command them, lyent aftet. I 
was left alone, till I retired also : - and the French, having 
none to ^oppose them, came in. 7, In the morning, our 
men were mad to drive them out : and would have done it 
in an hour, but that they were told, the Fort was given up, 
and ordered to cease -firing. 8, We had at the.appioach 
of the enemy, three thousand, eight hundred, and thirty- 
three efiective mfen. And we had very nearly as many when 
we surrendered, with plenty of provision and ammunition.'* 
O human, justice ! One great man is shot ! and another is 
made a lord ! 

, We hired a small fishing-boat at Wotton-bridge,. there 
being scarcely any wind ; but it increased more and more, 
when we were on the sea, which was seven miles over. Our 
cock-boat danced on the waves, and must have sunk, if one 
large wave had come, over her : but God suffered; it not. 
We landed in two hours, and walked away to Grosport. 
Sunday 8, the wind and rain drove us into the Tabemacl^. 
In the afternoon I preached in the main-street at Farebam* 
A wild multitude was present :. yet a few only mocked ; the 
greater part were soon deeply attentive. Monday 9, I set 
out for Sussex, and in the evening reached Rottingdean, a 
village four miles east of Bright-helmstone. The next day 
we rode over the Downs to Rye, lying on the top of a rpund^ 
firuitfbl hill. . I preached at seven to a crowded audience^ 
with great enlargement of spirit. 

' Wednesday 11, I rode to Rolvenden, about ten miles 
from Rye, and preached at five to a large, serious congrega- 
tion, A few drunkards stood in the road at some distance, 
and took some pains to divert their attention : but it was 
labour lost. Thursday 13, it was a rainy morning, so that 
the house contained the congregation. Many of them were 
in tears, being deeply convinced, that they were as yet 
without God in t fie world. About one I preached at North- 
jam. The house was stowed as full as possible, but -still 
many were constrained to stand without, though it rained 
•much. About five. in* the evening I preached again at Rye. 
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Friday 13, In fbe evening, we had a solemn season. 
After I bad concluded my sermon, I read over the Rules of 
the Society, in the open congr^aticm. Thenumber of those 
who came at five in the morning, shewed that God had 
touched many hearts. On Saturday evening, many weie 
obliged to stand without, though die wind was high and 
. extremely cold, 

Sunday 15, After preaching at eight, I rode again to 
Northjam, and preached in Mr. Stonestreet's orchard, to 
fitr the largest congregation I had seen in Sussex. One of 
Rye, in our return thither, gave us a remarkable account : 
« Mr. — , one most eminent for profimeness, drunik^mess, 
and all manner of wickedness, when yon met the Society on 
Thursday evening at your lodgings, was curious to listen at 
the window. The next day he surprised his company, by 
crying out, ^ I am the greatest sinner oii the whole earth.' 
On Friday evening he was wounded more deeply still, and 
was at the preaching at five in the morning." Surely, thus 
far God has helped him : but, a thousand to one, he will 
return as a dog to his vomit. 

Monday 16, I rode to Canterbury : as we came into the 
City, a stone flew out of the pavement, and struck my mare 
upon the leg with such violence, that she dropped down at 
once. I kept my seat, till, in struggling to arise, she fell 
again, and rolled over me. When she arose, I endeavoured 
to rise too, but found I had no use of my right leg or thigh. 
But a honest barber came out, lifted me up, and helped me 
into his shop. Feeling myself very sick, I desired a glass 
of cold water, which instantly gave me ease. Tuesday 17, 
I found reason to rejoice over this little flock, now free from 
all divisions and ofiences. And on Saturday I cheerfully 
returned to London, after an absence of nearly eight months^ 

Here I rested four days : and on Wednesday 25, went 
partly by coach, partly on horseback, to Maiden. Friday 
27, 1 rode on, through an extremely pleasant and fruitful 
Country to Colchester. I have seen very few such towns in 
England. It lies on the ridge of a hill, with other hills on 
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each side which run parellel with it, at a small distance. 
The two main streets, one running East and West, the 
other North and South, are qiiite straight, the whole length 
of the town, and full as broad as Gheapside. I preached 
at four in St. John's Green, at the side of a high, old wall, 
( a place that seemed to be made on purpose ) to an ex- 
tremely attentive audience : and again at eight in the morn- 
ing on Saturday 28, and at four in the afternoon. In the 
bours between, I Uxk the opportunity of speaking to the 
members of the Society. In three months here are joined 
tc^ether, a hundred and twenty persons. A few of these 
know in whom they have believed : and many are sensible 
of their wants. 

Sunday 89, At eight the congregation was very large : 
and I believe God made his word quick andpowerfuL At 
four in the afternoon we had a Moorfields congregation. 
Many of the baser sort stood at a distance : but they made 
no disturbance, knowing the magi$trates are determined to 
suffer no riot at Colchester. 

Monday 30, Though I was not quite recovered from the 
lameness, occasioned by the fall of my horse, I made shift 
to ride to Norwich ; where, on the following days, I had the 
satisfaction to observe, that the Society was not lessened, as 
I had feared, but rather increased since I left them : and 
-there is a probability they will increase still, as they are far 
more established in grace. 

Friday, November 3, James Wheatley called upon me, 
and offered me the Tabernacle : but whether to accept the 
Coffer or not, I cannot tell. This must be maturely consider- 
'ed. I found all this week great liberty of spirit ; and the 
congregations were large and attentive. It seems the time 
is come when our labour, even at Norwich, will not be^ 

in vain^ 

Sunday 5, We went to St. Peter's Church, the Lord's- 
Supper being adcSinistered there : I scarcely ever remem- 
ber to have, seen a more beautiful Parish Church ; the more 
so, because its beauty results not from foreign ornaments, 
but from (he very fotm and structure of it. It is very large 
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and of an uncommon height : and the sides are almost all 
window : so that it has an awful and yeneraUe look^ and, at 
the same time, surprisingly dieerful. 
' Monday 6^ A large congregation attended^ between four 
and five in the mormng. . I set out at six with much com- 
fort, leaving a settled and wdl-united Society. I preached 
at Kenninghall about ten, and at Lakoiheath in the even- 
gin. Afterrestingaday, on Wednesday 8, I went on, a 
hard day's journey, to Bedford. I had designed to spend 
two eveitfngs here ; but Mr. Parker informing! me, that Mr. 
Befridge desired I would come to him as soon as possible ; 
I set out for Everton ob •'Thursday 9. I found Mr. B. just 
taking horse, with whom I rode on, and in the leveniiig 
preached at Wtestling-worth,' in a large Church, well filled 
with seriidus hearers. We lodged at Mr. Hidfies% the Vicar^ 
a witness of the faith whiclr once he persecuted. * The next 
morning I prea<ihed in his Church again. In the middle of 
the sermon, a woman before me dropp^ down as dead, 
as one had done the night before. In a short time she 
came to herself, and remained deeply sensible of her want 
of Christ. 

Hence we rode to Mr. B.'s, at Everton. For many yeare 
he was seeking to be justified by his works : but a few 
months ago, he was thoroughly convinced, that By grace 
we aresavedy through faith. Immediately he b^an to pro- 
claim aloud the redemption that is in Jesus ; and God 
confirmed his own word, exactly as he did at Bristol in the 
beginning, by working repentance and faith in the hearers, 
and with the same violent outward symptoms. I preached 
at six in the evening and five in the morning, and some 
were struck just asat Wrestling-worth. One of these was 
brought into the house, with whom we spent a considerable 
time in prayer. I then hastened forward, and a little before 
it was dark, reached the Foundery. 

Sunday 26, I was well-pleased to have some conversa- 
tion with Mrs. A iy lately come from Barbadoes. She 

gave me an account of her poor husband ; ( First, a r^ 
hot Predestinarian, talking of God's " blowing whole worlds 
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to hell," then a Quaker^ now a Deist,) as also of the nar- 
row escape which Mr^H. lately had. — " Ten N^oes 
broke into his house ; one of whom was upon the point of 
cutting his throat, when I^. R. knocked him down with tt 
pewteir-pot; which put the rest into such confusion, that 
she had time to secure herself and her children, and Mr. 
H. to leap out of a balcony." 

Wednesday 29, I rode to Wandsworth, and baptized 
two Negroes belonging to Mr. Gilbert, a gentleman lately 
come from Antigua. One of these is deeply conyinced of 
sin : the other rejoices in God her Saviour, and is the first 
African Christian I have known : but shall ncft our Lord, 
ill due time, have these Heathens also for his inheritance i 

Monday, December 4, I was desired to step into the lit* 
tie Church behind the Mailsion-house, commonly called 
St. Stephen's, Wall-brook. It is nothing grand ; but neat 
and elegant beyond expression : so that I do not woiider at 
the speech of the famous Italian architect, who met lord 
Burlington in Italy : " My Lord, go back and see St. Ste- 
phen's in London. We have not so fine a piece of archi- 
tecture in Rome." 

Friday 8, Poor Mr. Groudicheau, called upon me, for- 
merly a Romish Priest, now ready to perish for want of 
bread, though of an unblemished character. Can any one 
wonder, that- we have not many converts from the Church 
df Rome ? Monday 11. Most of this week I spent in pre- 
paring materials for " A Survey of the Wisdom of Grod in 
the Creation ; " or, A Full, Plain, and Correct System of 
Natural Philosophy. 

Monday IS,- 1 rode to Everton. The Church' was well 
filled socm after six in the evening. God gave me great li- 
berty of speech, and applied his Word to the hearts of the 
hearers : many of whom were not able to contain them- 
*selves, but cried aloud for mercy. f 

• Tuesday 19, I rode on to Lakenheath. How surprising a 
Providence has been over this little village ! Forty years 
-ago ai poor man lived here who walked with God, and was 
-the- m^an of - awakening a few others. ' When thes&:weie 
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nearly extinct, Charles Skelton came, awakened a few more, 
and forsook them. A year ago, one of Lakenheath, seeing 
me passing through Thetford, desired me to come and 
preach there. I did so, and occasionally mentioned to them 
Mr. Madan, then at Thetford. They went over, and in- 
yited him to Lakenheath, where, soon after, he preached 
in the Church. The Rector desired he would help him to 
a Curate : so now they have one that both preaches and 
lives the Gospel. 

Wednesday SO, I rode to Norwich. James Wheatley 
now repetited his offer of the Tabernacle : but I was in no 
haste. I wanted to consult my friends, and consider the 
thing thoroughly. One glaring objection to it was, ** The 
xongregation there, will not hear me." He replied, ^^ Sir, 
you cannot tell that, unless you will make the trial.'' I 
consented so to do, on Thursday 21 : but many declared, 
^< No ! . he shall never come into that pulpit ; '' and planted 
themselves in the way to prevent it. Hitherto only could 
they go. I went up and preached to a laige congregation, 
without any let or hindrance. I preached there again on 
Saturday evening ; and again God stopped the mouths of 
the lions. Sunday S4, I preached in the Tabernacle at 
eight, to a very serious congregation, and at the Foundery 
between four and five. About six the Tabemsicle was tho-p 
roughly filled, and mostly with quiet hearers. I saw none 
who behaved amiss, but two soldiers, who struck some that 
desired them to be silent : but they were seized and carried to 
the Commanding Officer, who ordered them to be soundly 
whipped. 

Monday 25, Our service began in the Foundery at four, 
and in the Tabernacle at eight. God was now especially 
pleased to make bare his arm. There was a great cry among 
the people. Stony hearts were broken; many mourners 
comforted ; many believers strengthened : prejudice vanish- 
ed away : a few oiily kept their fierceness till the afternoon. 
One of these, still vehemently angry, planted himself just 
over against me : but before I concluded, he cried out, ^^ I 
^m overcome, I am overcome." Having now weighed the. 
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matier thoroughly, I yiel<kd to the importunity of our bre- 
hrea ; so in the erening the Copy of the Lease was per* 
fected) which was executed the next morning: a whole 
train of provid^ces so plainly concurring thereto, that all 
might clearly see the hand of God. 

Tuesday S6, I took my leave of Norwich for the pre- 
sent ; about noon preached at Kenninghall, and in the 
evening came to Lakenheath. Being informed some of the 
gentry in the town were very desirous to hear me preach, if 
I would preach in the Church : I sent them word, ^^ I had 
designed to be at Colchester the next day : but as they de- 
aired it, I would delay my journey, and preach at ten the 
next morhing." 

Wednesday 27, I was so much out of order, that I knew 
not how I should get to Church. Between nine and ten I 
was informed, that some hot men in the Parish would not 
consent to my preaching there. I saw the hand of God, and 
wte thankful, having now a little more time to rest. In the 
afternoon the sun broke out through the fog, and we had ^ 
pleasant ride to Bury : but I w&s so extremely sick, soott 
afier I came in, that I knew not how I should be able to 
{nreaeh. An liour!s sleep, however, refreshed me much, so 
that r fimmd no want of strength in preaching. Indeed my 
disorder increased during the night: but while I was 
preaching in ttie morning, I felt myself well, and I found 
no more sickness or complaint of any kind. In the evening 
I reached Colchester. 

Friday 89, I found the Society had decreased, since L — 
.0-^ went away ; and yet they had had full as good preach- 
ers : but that is not sufficient. By repeated experiments we 
learn, that Uiough a n^an preach like an angd, he will nei- 
ther coQect, nor preserve a Society which is collected, without 
visiting ihem from house to house. To-day I walked all over 
the famous Castle, perhaps the mo^ ancient building in Eng- 
land. A considerable part of it is, without question, four- 
teen or fifteen bundled years old. It was mostly built with 
SiMpan bricks, each of which is about two inches thick| 

vx>h. m. • . A a 
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seven broad,, and thirteen or fourteen long« Seat of 
ancient kings I British aiid Roman ! Once dreaded fiur aixi 
near : but \¥hat are they now ? Is not a living dog better than 
a dead lion ? And what is it wherein they pride themselves, 
as do the present great ones of the earth ? 

<' A little pcrmp^ a UtOe twajf 
A tun-beam in a winter's-day^ 
I§ all the great and mighty have ^ 
Between die cradle and the grave 1 '* 

Saturday 30, I returned to London, and received a press* 
ing letter from Bristol : in consequence of which I took 
horse on Monday morning, January 1, 1759, and came 
thither the next evening. After resting two days, (only 
{(reaching morning and evening) I examined, severally, the 
members of the Society. This was one great end c^ my 
coming down. Another was, to provide for the po<»v 
Accordingly on Sunday 7, I preached a sermon f(Nr them, 
to which God was pleased to give his Messing ; so that the 
collection was a great deal more than double of what it used 
to be. 

Wednesday 10, Having finished my work at Bristol, 
I rode to Salisbury, and adyised our brethren, concerning 
the Preaching-house, which they are about to buikl. On 
Friday IS, I went on to Whitechurch, ami j»eached at one 
to a large and serious congregation. In the afternoon we 
rode to Basingstoke, where the peopk put me in mind of the 
xtUd beasts at Ephesus : yet they were unusually attentive 
in the e\-ening, although many of than could boI hear. 
Saturday IS, after preaching to a small, serioas company^ 
I went on to London. 

Saturday 27, I began reading with great expectation, a 
Tract written by a son*in*law of the great Bei^dius, Mr. 
Oetinger, De Sensm Commumi St HatHme, But how was I 
disai^intedi So obscure a writer I scaicdy ever saw 
before : I think he goes beyond Persius Jiimsplf WhenI 
kad with huge labour read fifty or sixty pages, fioding the 
sense did by no means make amends for the time and pains 
be&towtd in scarchii^ it out, I to^ my kave of him for ever^ 
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Saturday, February 3, I spent an hour with one, who 
by the loss of his sights his fortune, and his liberty^ (for he 
has been a prisoner some time) is likely to gain more thaii 
all the Mrorld can give. Tuesday 6, I took much pains to 
convince Mr. S , that he was not the wisest man in the 
World : but I could not change the Ethiopian's skin. Yet even 
this is not too hard for God. 

Friday 9, I felt suddenly, as if a needle had been run into 
the side of my face. I supposed, it would be well by the 
morning t but found it 'abundantly worse : the tonsil being 
come down, (as they term it), and the side of my face much 
swelled. It grew worse all day, so that it was with great 
difficulty I preached at Snows«fieIds in the evening i but on 
Sunday 11, it went away as unaccountably as it came. In 
the afternoon I called on E. H. in St. George's hospital. 
Many there had been greatly prejudiced against me : but 
it was n&w vanished away* Her behaviour had reconciled 
them quite ; and all in the ward, (sixty or seventy persons) 
seemed hardly to breathe, all the time I was speaking and 
praying by her bed-side* 

Tuesday 13^ I preached at Deptford and Welling, and in 
the nioming rode to Wandsworth. I preached on Wednesday 
and Thursday evening in the town ; in the mornings at Mr. 
Gilbert's. Will this barren tree bear fruit at last ? How 
long has God had patieiice with it ! 

Friday 16, Being the Public Fast, I preached at five in 
Wandsworth, at nine and three in the Church at Spital- 
fields, and at half past eight in the Foundery . Every place 
of public worship was crowded on this^ as on the two pre- 
ceding Fast-days ; and it is plain, even outward humilia* 
lion has been a mean of outward blessings. 

Friday 23, I saw a surprising spectacle : One^ who by a 
blow, first lost her nose, then one eye, and then the other, 
with most of the roof of her mouth : and yet instead of mur- 
muring, acknowledged the love of God in all, and praises 
him continually. 

Tuesday 27, T walked with my brother and Mr. Maxfield 

to Lady Huntingdon's. After breakfast came in Mr. 

A a 2 
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Whitefieid, Madan, Romaine, Jones, Downing, and Yenn, 
with some persons of quality, and a few others. Mr. 
Whitefield, I found was to ha^e administered the Sacrament: 
But he insisted upon my doing it : after which, at the re- 
quest of Ir— H — , I preached on 1 Cor. xiii, 13, O what 
are the greatest of men, to the great God! as the small dust 
of the balance. 

Thursday, March 1, 1 reached EyerUmy about four in the 
afternoon : but Mr. Berridge did not exped; me till tbenett 
day : so he thought it best I should preach ini his bouse. 
The next evening the Church was well filled; and my 
mouth was filled with arguments : which, I trust, God ap- 
plied, for the conviction of some, and the consolation of 
others. 

Saturday 3, We had a mild, ddightfiil day, and a 
pleasant ride to Colchester. In the evening and on the 
Sunday morning, the house contained the conjugation 
tolerably well : but in the aftemocm I was obliged to go 
out : , and I suppose we had on St. John's Green, five oar six 
times as many as the room would contain. Such is the ad- 
vantage of field-preachiiig. Monday 5, on examining the 
Society I found, that out of the hundred imd twenty-six 
members I had left in October, we had lost only twelve ; in 
the plf^ce of whom we had gained forty : and many of these 
whom we left in sorrow and heaviness, are now rejoicing ie 
God their Saviour. 

Tuesday 6, I rode to NcHwich. Wednesday 7, I en- 
quired into the state of affairs at the Tabernacle ; and found 
the Society, once consisting of many hundred memberS| 
was mouldered into nothing. Of the fifteen or sixteen 
hundred Subscribers, not twenty, not one was left; but 
every one that pleased went into the galleries, vrithout any 
questions asked : so that every thing was to be wrought out 
of the ore, or rather out of the cinder ! Surdy whatever 
help is done h^pe, God must do it himself. In the evening 
I desired that those who were willing to join a Society, 
would qpeak with me the next evening. About twenty did 
so ; but the greater part of these aplKaied like firigfated 
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tkeep : and no marrel, when they bad been 80 long ac* 
custonied to hear all manner of evil of me. 

Friday 9, I preached morning and evening at (he 
Foundery. How pleasing would it be to flesh and bloody 
to remain in this little^ quiet place, where we have at length 
weathered the storm ! Nay, I ami not to consult my own 
ease, but the advancing the kingdom of God. On Saturday 
and Sunday, about forty more gave in their names; bn 
Sanday, in the afternoon, I met the Society, after ordering 
tlie doors to be shut, which they had not been for two years 
before. Thirty or forty mwe spoke to me on Monday. 
I think,, two thkds of those I have yet seen, have had a clear 
sense of God's pardoning love. Doth he not send by whom 
he todUI send ? 

: Sunday 18, 1 administered the Lord's-Snpper to nearly two 
hundred communicants. So solemn a season I never re* 
member to have known in the city of Norwich. As a con- 
siderable part of them were Dissenters, I desired every one 
to use what posture he judged best. Had I required them 
to kneel, probably half would have sat. Now, all but one 

kneded down* 

Fkiding it was needful to ^ee them once more at Col- 
chester, I took h(Nrse between four and five in the momiiig. 
The frost was extremely sharp for some hours. It was then 
a ia^ mild day. About two in the afternoon it b^an to 
min ; but we reached Colchester before we were wd; through. 
The room was more than filled in the evening, so that many 
, were obliged to go away. Wednesday 81, 1 baptized seven 
adults, two of them by immersion : and in the evening, 
(tbdr own ministers having castthem out, <^ forgoing to hear 
the Methodists,") I administofed the Lord's-Supper to them 
and many others, whom their several teachers had repelled 
lor the same r^^uson. Thursday 22, before we set out, the 
sough north-wind Ml, and we had a calm, sun-shiny day. 
I preached in the Tabernacle at Norwich in the evening. 
« Sunday 25, I rode to Forncet, twelve miles from Nor«* 
wiok^ where also^ was a building <^ James Wheatl^y's 
-which, withoat niy desire, he had included in the lease. 
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We found William Cudworth had preached there in the 
morning. It was exceedingly good for my sense of honour, 
to : come just after him. The pec^Ie looked as direful 
iipon me, as if it had been Satan in person. However, ihey 
flocked from all parts, so that the Tabdrnacle would not 
nearly contain them. I preached about two ; God bore 
witness to his truth, and many were out to the heart. 
After preaching I found Mr. Cudworth sitting in the pulpit 
behind me, whom I quietly and silently passed by. . About 
six I preached at the Tabernacle in Norwich, crowded with 
attentive hearers. Perhaps these too will be brought into 
order by and by. Hitherto there has been no king inJsrad. 
Monday and Tuesday I spoke to as many of b6th Societies, 
now united together, as had leisure and incliniition to comei 
The whole number is about four hundred' arid twenty : of 
whom I do not think it improbable,, two hundred niaycoihl 
tinue together. 

Tuesday 27, I had an interview with Mr. Cudworth. 
I observed, upon the whole, I, That his opinicms are ofl 
his own^ quite new ; and his phrases as new as his opinions : 
2, That all these opinions, yea, and phrases too, he afllrms 
to be necessary to salvation; maintaining that all who do 
not receive them, worship another God: and, 3, That he is 
as incapable as a brute beast, of being convinced even in the 
smallest point. > 

Wednesday 28, I rode over to Fomcet again, and 
preached to a large congregation. Great part of them were 
now exceedingly softened : but some were still bitter as 
wormwood. In the evening we had another kind of con- 
gregation at the Foundery, by whom I was much com- 
forted : but much more in meeting the Bands, when all our 
hearts were melted down by the power of God. Thursday 
29, 1 divided the Norwich Society into Classes, without any 
distinction between them who had belonged to the Foundery,- 
and those who had belonged to the Tabernacle. Sunday, 
April 1, I met them all at six, requiring every one to shew 
his ticket when he came in, a thing they had never hei^ of 
before. 1 likewise insisted on another strange regulation^ 
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That the men and women should sit apart. A third was 
made the same day. It had been a custom ever since the 
Tabernacle was built to have the galleries full of spectators, 
while the Lord's-Supper was administered. This I judged 
highly improper, and therefore ordered none to be admitted^ 
but those who desired to communicate : and I found &r less diffi* 
culty than I expected, in bringing them to submit to this also. 

The Society now contained about five hundred and seventy 
members : a hundred and three <^ whom were in no So«^ 
ciety before, although many of them had found peace with 
God. I believe they would have increased to a thousand, 
if I could have stayed a fortnight longer. Which of these 
will hold fast their profession ? The fowls of the air will 
devour some. The sun will scorch more ; and others will 
be choked by the thorns springing up. I wonder we should 
ever expect, that half of those who hear the word with joy ^ 
will bring forth fruit unto perfection. 

Monday 3, I left Norwich, and about seven o'clock cwie 
to Cross-keys Wash. They would fain have persuaded us, 
we could not pass : but finding we were resolved to try, our 
guide put forward, and brought us over in half an hour s 
so that about eight we reached Sutton, and found a quiet^ 
civil house, with every thing we wanted. Tuesday 3, we 
came to Foss-dy ke Wash, just time enough to pass. At three 
in ijie afternoon I preached at Boston s a rude multitude 
quickly ran together, to a paddock adjoining to the tpwn t 
a more unawakened congrc^tion I have not seen for some 
years c however, the far greater part were attentive : nor did 
any interrupt, or ofier the least rudeness. 

At seven I met the little Society in the house; fa|ut they 
were the least part of the company. People crowded in from 
all sides ; and, I believe, God touched most of their hearts. 
Wednesday 4, at six, finding the bouse woul4 not contain 
one fourth of ttie congregation, I was constrained to stand in 
the street. Abundance of people a^sepibled together, whom 
I exhorted. To repent and believe the Gospel. The word 
of God fell heavily upon them, and I trust, broke some of the 
stony hearts. Hence we rode over the Fens, fifteen wles 
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broady and oearlj t^y l<Hig, toConkigsby^ vrbexe we found 
a nitmarous congregation, of a &r different spirit. Scaroeljr 
one of these but had tastedf more or less, of the powers of 
the world to come» After a comfortaUe (^portnnity here, 
ure rode on to Hornoastk, We tr^re but roii^hlj aaluted at 
our entrance. Arid the mob increased mcape and more tiS 
six. I then began to j^each in a yard near the Market-- 
place, to a large concodrae of people. But tbetr behayiour 
quite disappointed us ; for there was no tumuU,: no ncHs^ 
but an earnest attentioh through the whole cougrc^tion. 

Thursday d, I preached again at seven^ to neiarly the , 
same congregation, and was again refreshed, by the remark- 
able dec^icy and seriousness of their behayiour* At four in 
the afternoon I preached at Marum in the Hill, twa miles 
from Homcastie. The number of people constrained me io 
IHreach without, and the rain, tOBhorteh my sermpn : though 
none went away. Indeed I believe none Were present, wh# 
bad not known some work of grace in their heajrts* 

Friday 6, We rode over The Wolds ( a chain of hill») 
to North«£3kington, three miles from Lowtt. The coogre^ 
gation was large, notwithstanding the rain, which drove full 
in our faces, till we came to Grimsby. 

Sunds^ 8, The liouse was pretty well filled at e^ht. At 
two I was obliged to go into the Old Ghurch»yaid : where 
was such a concourse of people, as had hardly ever, they 
«aid, been seen at Grimsby before. As many as the room 
would wetl contain, were present at the Watch-night ; and 
«t «eve» in the morning. I then commended tb^oi to th^ 
grace of God. Monday 9, I preached in the evening at 
Xaseby : -the hext afternoon at Ferry, ( after riding through 
-much water and continued rain) and in the evening in the 
•new house at £pworth% 

Friday 13, Having appointed to preach at Awkborough 
-at one, I set out between seven and eight. I was in hopes 
cf coming thither before Church began ; but I did not con- 
sider the Lincolnshire roads. With some difficulty we 
Teached it before noon, and found there was no service at the 
Church, I preached in the Church^yard at one, to a listos- 
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ing n^Lultitode : most of wbom, I suppose, had never heard 
this kind of preaching before. Many -of them were in tearsy 
and prised after me into the house where we met the Soci- 
ety. I coold not but hope, that some of these will press 
into the kingdom of heaven. Returning thence, I caUed 
on Mr. RiHuley, of Burton, one of my former parishioners, 
a lively, sensible man of dghty-three years old, by whom I 
was much comforted. An hour, or two after^ we took boal, 
hot could not cross over. The violence of the stream swollen 
by the late rains, bore us down inspite of all we oould do. 
Having striven against it a considerable^ time, we were ob» 
llged to cast anchor. After waiting sopie time, we got near 
the diore, and were towed, up to the place of landing. A 
toilsome day was followed by a comforti|ble night. At half 
an hour after eight the house at £pworth was well filled; 
and most of the congregation stayed, till the whole service 
was concluded. 

It was on this day, that after the battle of Bergan in Ger* 
many, ^^ Among the many wounded who were biou^t into 
Frankfort-upon-the-Mayne, there was the Right H(hi. 
George Charles Dykem, Baron, Lieutenant-<3eneral of the 
Saxon troops, in the serviceof the King, of France. He was 
bom of QiU ancient and noble family in Silesia, on April 10, 
1710, so that it was just on bis birth-day, he received his 
wonndi He was of equal abilities as a Minister in the cloaet, 
andaGrai^ralin thefield. In his younger years, he had gone 
through a r^ular course o£|tudy in the Univenity, and made 
great pix>fici^K)y in Pbilosoj^y, eqpectally in Mathematics. 
Afterwards he studied Polemical Divinity, till he reason* 
ed himself into an in&leL During his illness he shewed not 
the lea3t desire of pious company ^or serious disoourse, till 
the Surgeon let his valet de chambre know, that he bould 
i^ot live long. The man then asked his ma^er, whether he 
didnot choose to be visited by aCleigyman : He answered 
"fvith. warmth, ^ I shall not trouble those genflemen. I know 
well myself what to believe and do.' His man not discour** 
aged, continued thus, ^ My Lord,, have you ever found me 
wanting in my duty, all the time I have been in your service i ' 
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He answered, * No/ Then, replied he, * I will noC be 
wanting now.' The Surgeons count you past hopes of reco- 
rery ; but every one is afraid to tell you so. You stand 
upon the brink of eternity. Pray, Sir, order a Clergyman 
to be called.* He paused a little, but soon gave his hand to 
his servant, thanked him for his honesty, and ordered io 
send for me. * When I came, the man told me plainly, 
the General was a professed infidel. I went in, and after a 
short compliment, said, ^ I am told, my Lord, your life is 
near an end. Therefore, I presume, without any ceremony, 
to ask one plain question : Is the state of your soul such, 
that you can entertain a solid hope of salvation ?* He an* 
swered, ^ Yes.* ^ On what do you ground this hope ? ' 
He replied, * I never committed any wilful sin. I have 
been liable to frailties ; but I trust in Grod's mercy, and the 
merits of his Son, that he will have mercy upon me.* These 
words he uttered very slowly, especially, the merits of his 
Son. I made the following reply. ^ I am apt to bdieve, 
you are not tainted with the grossest vices : but I fear, you 
a littfe too presumptuously boast of never having committed 
wilful sin. If you would be saved, you must acknowledge 
your being utterly corrupted by sin, and consequently de- 
serving the curse of Grod and eternal damnation. As to 
your hoping for God^s mercy, through the merits of his 
Son, I beg leave to ask, < Do you believe God has a Son ? 
That his Son assumed our nature, in order to be our Saviour? 
That, in the execution of his oflk^e, he was humbled unto 
death, even the death up<m the cross, and that hereby he 
has given an ample satisfaction for us, and recovered our 
title to heaven?' He answered, ^I cannot now avmd a 
more minute description of the true state of my soul. Let 
me tell you. Doctor, I have some knowledge of Philosophy, 
by which I have chosen for myself a way of salvation. I 
have always endeavoured to live a sober life, to the att»« 
most ot my power : not doubting but the Being of all beings 
would ihen graciously accept me. In this way I stood in 



* Dr. fVesnivs, Scate «f tke Cef^y at Itaaklbrt. 



APRIL 1759.] A£v. JOHN Wesley's JOURNAL. 363 

no need of Christ, and therefor^ did not believe on him. But 
if I take the Scriptures to bea Diyine Revdation, this way 
of mine I perceive is not the right one. I must believe in 
Christ, and through him, come to Gfod.' I replied, ^ You: 
say, tjf you take the Scriptures to be a Divine Revdation I ^ 
He fetched a deep sigh, and said, < O God, thou wilt make 
me say, Because I take the Scriptures to be thy word.' I 
said, ^ There are grounds and reasons enow to demonstrate 
the Divine Origin of Christianity, as I could shew from its 
nibst essential principles, were not the period of yolir life so 
short. But we need not now that diffusive method, faith' 
being the gift of God. A poor sinner tottering on the brink 
of eternity, has not time to enquire about grounds and rea-^ 
^ons. Rathei' betake yourself to earnest prayer for faith, 
which if you do, I doubt not but God will give it you.' 
I had no sooner spoken these words, but pulling off his cap, 
and lifting Up his eyes and hands, he cried out, ^ O ^- 
mighty God, I am a poor, cursed sinner, worthy of dam-* 
nation. But, Lord Jesus, eternal Son of Godi thou diedst 
for my sins also. It is through thee alone I can be saved* 
O give me faith, and str^gihen that faith.' Being ex* 
tiemely weak, he was obliged to stop here. A little after, 
he asked, ^ Is faith enough for salvation ? ' * Yes, Sir,' 
said I, ^ if it be Jiving &ith.' >Methinks,',said he, ^ itis so 
already ; and it will be more so by and by : let us pray for 
it.* . Perceiving he was very weak, to give him some rest, I 
retired into the next room ; but he soon sent to caH me. I 
found him praying, ai|d Jesus was alt he prayed for. I 
reminded him of some scriptures; treating of faith in Christ, 
and he was much delighted with them. Indeed he was 
quite swallowed up by the grace of Jesus, and would hear 
of nothmgbut Jesus Christ and him crucified. He cried 
out, M do not know how it is wilii me. I never in my life 
felt such a change. I have power to love Jesus, and to be- 
lieve in him, whom I so long rejected. O my Jesus, bow 
merciful art thou to me 1 ' 

^^ About noon I stepped home ; but he sent for me di- 
rectly, so that I could scarcely eat my dinner. We were 
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both filled with joy, as partakers of the same grace which is 
io Jesus Christ ; and that in such a manner^ as if we had 
been acqHiainted together for many years* Many Offic^fs of 
the army came to see him continually, to all of whom he 
talked freely of Jesus, of the grace of the Father in him, 
and of the power of the Holy Ghost through Him : wonder* 
ing without ceasing, at his having found Jesus, and at the 
happy change, by which all things on this side eternity, 
were become indifferent to him* 

' ^^ In the afternoon he desired to partake of the Lord's* 
Supper, which he received with a melting, praising, rejoic* 
ing heart. All the rest of the day he continued in the same 
state of soul. Toward evenii^ he desired. Thai if his end 
should approach, I would come to him ; which I promised. 
But he did not send for me till the next morning. I was 
told by his valet, that he slept well for some hours, and then 
awaking, prayed for a considerable time, continuallT men* 
tioning the. name of our Lord, and his previous blood, and 
Aat he had desii^ several of the Officers to make his convor- 
ai<m known at his Court, (that of the King of Poland.) 
After some discourse, I asked,* ^ Has your view of Christ 
and his red^nption, been neither altered nor obscured since 
yesterday ? ' He answered, ^ Neither altered, nor obscured. 
I have no doubt, not even a remote one. It is just the 
same with me, as if I had always thus believed, and never 
doubted. So gracious is the Lord Jesus to me a sinner.' 

^^ This second day he was unwearied in pray^ and ex* 
ercises of fitith. Toward evening he sent for me in haste. 
When I came, I found him dying, and in a kind of deli«> 
rium; solcoulddo no more than give him now and then 
a word of comfort; I prayed aftenfmrds for him, and those 
that were present, some of whom were of high birth and 
rank. I then, by imposition of hands, gave him a blessing, 
which being, done, he expired immediately. A royal 
Prince who was there, ( Prince Xavier of Saxony ) could not 
forbear weeping. The rest of the Officers bewailed the Iosb 
of their General, yet praised God for having shewn such 
mercy to him. 

8 
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^^ I wrote an account of it, without delay, to his mother, and 
had an immediate answer : Ae was a lady of seventy ^two, 
of exemplary piety. She praised God for his mercy, add- 
ing,^ That he had now answered the prayers which she hid 
never ceased to offer on his behalf for eleven years." 

Sunday 15, (Easter-day) I preached at EpwtHrth at eighty 
and then rode to Haxey Church, where I was much r6- 
'freshed by the seriousness o( the congregation. Between 
<me and two I began preaching : so large ft congregation was 
never seen here before.* About five I preached at the Market- 
place in Epworth. I was drawing to a conclusion when the 
rain began : but it drove away only a few careless hearers a 
Hie bulk of the pec^le did not stir till I concluded. 

. Wednesday 18, i set out for Selby . We were in hopes 
the roads would now be passable : and they were tolerable, 
tiH we came near the town ; but here thebte flood had car- 
ried away the bank over which we ride, and left ft great 
IlcUr in its place. However, we made shift to lead our horses 
oyer a narrow path, where the water was fordaUe. The 
congregation at Selby obliged me to stand in the gar- 
den, tho'lheNorth wind was exoeedin^y high. At seven 
in the evening I preached at York. Thursday Wy I visit- 
6i two pirisoners in the Castle, which is, I suppose, the most 
commodious prison in Europe. Both of them seemed to be 
fimch convinced, and ndt for from the kingdom of Grod. At 
nx I preached in the shell of the new house, to a numerous 
and serious audience. 

Friday SO, The master of the Inn at Tadcaster, ofiering 
. ns the Use of his garden, I preached ix3 a well-behaved con<< 
gregation, and about five found Mr. Grimshaw, and many 
of oar brethren at Leeds. Saturday 21, athalf an hour past 
ten^ we reached Stainlaikl Chapel, near EHand. It is a 
handsome building, near the top of a mountain, and sur* 
lounded with mountains on all sides. It was filled from end 
to end. Mr. Grimshaw read Prayers, and I preached on 
part of the Second Lesson. In the room where I dressed my- 
self were a young man and his sister, both ill of a fever. 
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I know not that they ever heard the preaching ; however, I 
desired we might go to prayers. : They presently meUed in*' 
to tears. O may God preach his Gospel to their hearts ! I 
preached at Manchester in the evening, where we had, at 
length, a qoiet audience. Wretched Magistrates, who, by: 
refusing to suppress, encouraged the rioters, had long occa* 
sioned Continual tumuUs here ; but some are now <^ a bettor 
spirit ; and wherever Magistrates desire to preserve the peace^- 
they have sufficient power to do it« 

- Tuesday S4, I rode over to Macdesfield. Abundance 
of people ran together, but wild as colts untamed. Their 
noise quite drown^ my voice at first ; but, in a while, they 
were tolerably quiet : and before I had done, all butfimror 
five lubberly men, seemed almost pennadBd to be Chris- 
tians. 

Sunday S9, I lode to Stoc^port^ designing to preach at 
one o'clock : but we were at a loss tar a plaoe. We fixed al 
length on a green near the town's end : and we had a quiet 
and solemn opportunity. 

In my return, I called to see a girl, about thirteen years 
of age. She had been in violent pain all over, with little 
intermission, for nearly twenty months. After I had spoken a 
few words, she said, ^' When I saw you before, I did not 
know the Lord : but now I know him, and am known o£ 
him. I am his, and he is mine." I asked, ^^ Do you 
never repine at your pain ? " She said, ^* No : I have not 
a murmuring thought : I am happy — always happy. I 
would not change this bed of affliction for the palace of King 
George." I asked, " Are you not proud of this ? Is pride 
taken out of your heart ? " She answered, ^^ I do not know : 
but I feel no pride. I feel that God is all." ^^ But do 
you feel no fretfulness or peevishness ? " ^^ I cannot tell that 
I do. Pain sometimes makes me cry out when they stir me : 
but I do not fret at any thing." ^^ Do you find no self* 
will ? " *^ Not that I know : I desire nothing but that the 
will of Grod be done." ^^ Do you not desire life or 
death ? " " No ; I leave all to him : but, if it were his will, 
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I should be glad to die. The world is full of danger. I should 
be glad to leave it,- and to be with Christ." 

Monday SO, We had a numerous congregation at Acton* 
bridge, two or three miles from North wich. Some large 
trees screened us both from the sun and wind. In the after- 
noon I rode to Chester. It was well the wind was pretty 
high ; for the sun shone as hot as it uses to do in the dog« 
days. Wednesday, May 3, I rode over to Mould in Flint- 
shire, about twelve miles from Chester. The sun was very 
hot, and the wind very cold : but as the place they had 
chosen for me, was exposed both to the sun and the wind, 
the one balanced with the other: and notwithstanding the 
Chester Races, which had drawn the rich away, and the 
Market-day, which detained many of the poor, we had a 
multitude of people, the serious part of whom soon in- 
fluenced the rest : So that all but two or three remained 
uncovered, and kneeled down as soon as I began to pray. 
> Thursday 3, We crossed from Chester to Liverpool. . The 
congregations here were exceedingly large ; but many of 
them seemed to be like wild asses' colts : yet God is able to 
make them wise unto salvation. Sunday 3, 1 received much 
comfort at the Old Church in the morning, and at St. 
Thomas's in the afternoon'. It was as if both the sermons 
had been made for me. I pity those who can find no good at 
Church ! But how should they, if prejudice come between, 
an effectual bar to the grace of God. 

Wednesday 9, 1 rode to Downam-Green, near Wigan, a 
town wicked to a proverb. We had a specimen of the man« 
ners of its inhabitants, in the behaviour of a man that met 
us, and accosted us with such language as would have be- 
come an inhabitant of the bottomless pit. One would have 
thought from their looks, that a good part of the con« 
gregation was of the same spirit : but in a short time the 
word of God prevailed, and all their fierceness melted 
away. In the evening I preached at Bolton, and on Friday 
11, about nine, at Lower Darwent, a small village near 
•Blackburn. At Lancaster we were informed, it was too 
late to cross the Sands : however we resolved to make, the 
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trial. We passed the Seven-mile Sand without difficulty, 
and reached Fluckborough nbout sun-set. 

Saturday 13, Setting out early, we came to Bottle, about 
twenty-four measured miles from Fluckborough, sooa afto 
eight, having crossed the Millam-Sand, without either guide 
or difficulty. Here we were informed, that we coqid not 
pass at Ravenglass, before one or two o'dock; wherbtfs, 
had we gone (HI, (as we afterwards found,) we might have 
passed immediately. About eleven, we w^re directed to a 
ford near Muncaster-Hatl, which, they said, we might 
cross at noon. When we came thither, they told us, we 
could not crpss : so wie sat till about one. We then found 
we could have crossed at noon: however, we reached 
Whitehaven before night. But I have taken my leave of 
the sand-road. I bdieve it i» ten measured miles shorter' 
than the other : but there are four sands to pass, so fiir from 
each other, that it is scarcdy possible to pass than aU in a 
day : especiaUy as you have all the way to do with a g^e- 
ration of liars, who detain all strangers as long as they can, 
either for their own gain, or their neighbours. I can ad* 
vise no stranger to go this way: he may go round by 
Kendal and Keswick, often in less time, always with less 
expence, and far less trial of his patience. 

Reflecting to-day on the case of a poor woman, who had 
a continual pain in her stomach, I could not but remark 
the inexcusable negligence of most Physicians in cases of 
this nature. They prescribe drug upon drug, without 
knowing a jot of the matter, concerning the root of the 
disorder: and, without knowing this, they cannot cure, 
though they can murder the patient. Whence caLme this 
woman's pain ? (which she would never have tcdd, had she 
never been questioned about it:) From fretting for the 
death of her son. And what availed medicines, while that 
fretting continued ? Why then do not all Physicians con- 
sider, how far bodily disorders are caused or influenced by 
the mind? and, in those cases which are utterly out of 
their sphere, call in the assistance of a minister ; as minis- 
tei^, when they find the mind disordered by the body, caS 
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in £he aissistance' of a Physician? But vrhy are these cases 
ont of their sphere? Because tliey know not God. It fol- 
lows, npoiian. can be a thorough Physician, ivithout being 
an experienced Cluristian. ., ; 

Tuesday 15, I rode, over to Lorton, a Uttle village at the 
foot of^k high mountain. Many came from a considerable 
distanee, and, I bdi^vej did not rep^t of their labour* 
For they found God to be a God both of the hills an4 val- 
leys, and no where more juresent thati in the mountains of 
Cumberland. 

Thursday 17, I enquired into a signal instance of Provi- 
dence. Wh^n a coidLrpit runs far under the :grpmid, it is 
cttstonaiy: heife to bu9d '• a partition-wall, nearly from the 
diaft^- to within tbree or four yards of the end, in order to 
make the air circulate, which th^n moves down one side qf 
the mill, tuims at the end, and mov^ briskly up on* the 
other, wd^' In-^^ pit two miles from the town, which ran 
full fians liundred yards under the ground^ and had been 
long, uf^lected, ^veral. parts of this wall were Mien down. 
J^pur m^ ifere se^it down to repair it. They were about 
tlMree t^ndred y wis from the shaft, when the foul air took 
6fp* In a.niQ)[nent U tore down the wall, from end to end; 
aad burning o^ till it came tp the $haft, it , then burst and 
went off like a large cannon. The men instantly fell on 
their faces^ or they would have been burned to death in a 
lew moments. One of them who once knew the love of 
God, ( Andrew English,) began crying aloud for m^cy^ 
Imt in a vei^r short time his breath was stopped. The 
otlier three crept on thdx hands and knees, till two got to 
the shaft, and were drawn up ; but one of them died in a 
few minutes. John M^Combe was drawn up next, burned 
from head to f5ot, but rejoicing and praising God. They 
then went down for Andrew^ whom they found senseless, 
tfie very kiircumstance which saved his life. For losing 
hiB senses, he la^ flat on the ground, and the greatest part 
of the fire went over him : whereas, had he^ gone forward 
trti ^is bands and knees, he would undoubtedly have been 

VOL. in. Bb 
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burned to death : but life or death was welcome. For God 
had restored the light of his countenance. 

Saturday 19, One was sheiting us the improYements, 
begun by Sir William Lowther. He had marked out places 
for new walks^ and for tufts of trees, laid out a new plan 
for his gardens, beguti to alter the house, and was prejpaxijag 
to make a litfle paradise round about it : but death came 
between. And how little loss was this, if it remoyed hiiE 
to the pamdise of God ! 

Sunday SO, I preached at eight ip an open place at the 
Gins, a village on one side of the town. Many were there, 
who never did, and never would, come to the Room. 
what a victory would Satan gain, if he could put an end to 
the field-preaching ! But that, I trust, he never wiU : at 
least not till my head is laid. 

After preaching agitin at two, I lock my leave of White- 
haven, and rode to Cockermouth. At six, I preached at 
the end of the Market-house. High and low, ricb and poor, 
attended. And by fiir the greater part of the audience 
seemed to be conscious, that Grod was there. Monday 81, 
I preached at ten in the Market-place at Wigton, and came 
to Solway Firth, just as the water was fordable. At some 
times it is so, three hours in twelve ; at other times, barely 
one. 

After making a short bait at Roth well, we came to Dum- 
fries before six o^clock. Having time to spare, we took a 
walk in the Church-yard, one of the pkasantest places I 
ever saw. A single tomb I observed there, which was about 
a hundred and thirty years old : but the inscription was 
hardly legible. 

QtuuMfofaruirM remmmemi i^s qmsq fUm tepmiekrit ! 

So soon do even our sepulchres die ! Strange, that men 
should be so careful about them ! But are not many sdf- 
coudemncd th^ein ? They see the fidly, while they run 
into it« So poor Mr. Prior, speaking of his own tomb, 
has those mdaudioly words, ^^ For this last piece of hrnnan 
tuMiijf^ I bequeath five himdied pounds." 
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Tuesday 22, We rode through a pleasant Country, to 
Thorny-hill, near which is the grand seat of the Duke of 
Queensborough. How little did the late Duke imagine, 
that his son would plough up his park, and let his house run 
to ruin ! but let it go : In a little time the earth itself and 
all the works of it shall be burned up. Hence we. rode 
through, and over huge mountains, green to the very top, 
to Lead'^hills, a village containing five hundred families, 
who have had no minister for these four years : so in 
Scotland, the poor have not the Gospel preached! .Who 
AaU answer for the blood of these m^n ? 

Early in the evening we came to Lesmahagow^ a village 
not so large as Lead-hills. It has, however, two ministers^ 
Here also we walked down to the Church-yard, by the side 
of which a Uttle clear river runs, near the foot of a high 
and steep mountain. The wood which covers this makes 
the walks that run on the sides, pleasant beyond imagina* 
tioo. But what taste have the good people of the . town 
for this ? As much as the animals that graze on. the river« 
bai^.; 

W^ednesday 23, We took horse soon after four, and did 
not stop before we came to Glasgow : having hardly seen a 
cloud in the sky, since we set out from Whitehaven. I 
preached at seven in the Poor-house : and at seven in .the 
QMNrning, Thursday 24 : but in the evening we were obliged 
to be abroad, and I used great plainness of speech. All 
suffered the word of exhortation : some seemed to be a little 
affected. 

Saturday 26, 1 .found the little Society which I had joined 
here two years since, had soon split in pieces. In the after- 
noon I met several of the members of the praying Societies ; 
and shewed them what Christian fellowship was, and what 
need they had. of it: About forty of them met me on 
Sunday 27, in Mr. Gillies^s Kirk, immediately after evening 
service. I left them determined to meet Mr. Gillies weekly, 
.at the same time and place. If this be done, I shall try to 
see Glasgow again : if not, I can employ my time better. 

B b 2 
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I . t • , 

At seven in the morning we had a nnmerous congr^ation, 
though small compared to that in the evening : Yet my 
voice wad so strengthened, that I believe all could hear. 
I spoke very plainly on, Ye must be bom again. Now I 
am clear of the blood of this people : I have delivered my 
own soul. 

« Monday Sd, I rode through Edinburgh to Musselborgb, 
and preached in the evening to a deeply attentive con- 
gregation. Wednesday SO, I rode on to Dunbar, and at six 
in the evening, preached in a large, open place, as also 
the next day. Both poor and rich quietly attended, though 
most of theni shivering With cold : for the weather was 
80 changed within a few days, that it seemed more like 
December than May. Lodging with a sensible man, I en- 
quired particularly into the present discipline of the Scotdl 
parishes. In one parish, it seems, there are twelve^ ntlii^ 
Elders ^ in another there are fourteen. And what aretlie^? 
hieh of great sense and d^p experience ? neither one nor 
the other : but they are the richest men in the parish : and 
are the richest of course the best and the wisest men ? Does 
the Bible teach this ? I fear not. What manner of governors 
then will these be ? Why, they are generally just as capable 
of governing a parish , as of commanding an army. 

About this time the work of God ex^eedihgly increased 
under the Rev. Mr. Berridge, near Everton. I cannot 
give a clearer view of this, than by transcribing part of the 
journal of an eye witness. 

" Sunday, May 20, Being with Mr. B ^11 at Everton, 

I was much fatigued, and did not rise : biit Mr. B. did, 
and observed several fainting and crying out, while 
Mr. Berridge was preaching: afterwards at Church, I 
heard many cry out, especially children, whose agonies 
were amazing : one of the eldest, a girl ten or twelve years 
old, was full in my view, in violent contortions of body, 
and weeping aloud, I think incessantly, during the whole 
service : and several much younger children were in Mr. 
B — ^ll's view, agonising as they did. The Church was 
equally crowded in the afte^ioon^ the windows being filled 
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within and without, and even the outside of the pulpit to 
the very top; so that Mr. B. seemed almost stifled by 
their breath : yet feeble and sickly as he is, he wi^ con- 
tinually strengtheqed, and his voice, for the most part, dis- 
tinguishable, in the midst of all the outcries. I believe, there 
were present three times more men than women, a great part 
of whom came from far ; thirty of them having set out at 

two in the morning, from a place thirteen miles olBT. The 
text was. Having a form of godliness^ but denying the 
ponder thereof . When the power of religion began to be 
spoken of, the presence of God really filled the place : and 
while poor sinnei;s felt the sentence of death in their souls^ 
wha|; 30unds of distress did I hear ! The greatest number of 
them who cried or fell, were men : but some women, and several 
children, felt the power of the same almighty Spirit, an(} 
SfiGtaed just sinking into hell. This occasioned a mixture of 
various sounds ; some shrieking, some roaring aloud. The 
most general was a loud breathing, like that of people half 
stemgled and gasping for life : and indeed almost all the 
^i^es were like those of human creatures, dying in bitter 
anguish*. Great numbers wept without any noise: others 
fell down as dead : some sinking in silence ; some with ex- 
tredie noise and violent agitaticm. I stood on the pew^seat, 
as did a young man in the opposite pew, an able-bodied, 
fresh, healthy countryman : but in a moment, while he 
seemed to think of nothing less, down he. dropped with a 
violence iaconceivable. The adjoining pews seemed to shake 
^ith ^is fall ; I heard afterwards the stamping of his feet ; 
ready to break the boards, as. he lay in strong convulsions, 
at the bottom of the pew. Among several that were struck 
down in the next pew, was a girl, who was. as violently- 
seized as he. When he fell, Mr. B — 11 and I felt oiir 
souls thrilled with a momentary dread : as when one 
m^u is killed by a cannon-ball, another often feels the 

wind of it. 

" Among the children who felt the arrows of th§ Al- 
mighty, I saw a sturdy boy, about eight years pld, who 
roared above his fellows, and seemed in his agony to strug- 
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gle with the strength of a grown man. His face was red as' 
iscajrlet : and almost all on whom God laid his hand, turned 
either very red, or almost black. When I relumed, after 
a little walk, to Mr. Berridge's house, I found it foil of peo- 
ple. He was fatigued, but said he would, nevertheless, give 
them a word of exhortation. I stayed in the next room, 
and saw the girl whom I had observed so peculiarly dis- 
tressed in the Church, lying on the floor as one dead, but 
without any ghastliness in her face. In a few minutes we 
were informed of a woman filled with peace and joy, who 
was crying out just before. She had come thirte^i miles, 
^nd is the same person, who dreamed Mr. B. would coine 
to her village, on that very day whereon he did come, the* 
without either knowing the way or the place to it. She was 
convinced at that time. Just as we heard of her deliver-*'' 
ance, the girl on the floor began to stir. She was then set 
in a chair ; and after sighing awhile, suddenly rose up, ris« 
joicing in God.^ Her &ce was covered with the most*beau« 
tiful smile I ever saw. She frequently fell on. her knees, but 
was generally running to and fro, speaking these- aiid the 
like words, ^O what can Jesus do for lost sinners !• He has 
forgiven all my sins ! I am in heaven ! I am in heaven ! O 
how he loves me ! And how I love him ! ' Meantime, I 
saw a thin, pale girl, weeping with sorrow for herself, and 
joy for her companion. Quickly the smiles of heaven came 
likewise on her, and her praises joined with those of the 
other. I also then laughed with extreme joy : so did Mr. 
B — 11, (who said it was more than he could well bear.) So 
jdid all who knew the Lord, and some of those who were 
waiting for salvation : till the cries of them who were struck 
with the arrows of conviction, were almost lost in the sounds 
of joy. 

f ^ Two or three well-dressed young women, who seemed 
careless before, now felt the power of God, and cried out 
with a loud and bitter cry. Mr. B. about this time retired, 

and the duke of M— — , with Mr. A ^11, came in. They 

seemed inclined to make a disturbance, but ^yere restrained, 
and in a short time, quietly retired. V{e continued prais- 
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ing God with all our might ; and his work went on as when 
Mr. B. was exhorting. I had for some time observed a 
young woman all in tears ; but now her countenance chang- 
ed- The unspeakable joy appeared in her face, which, 
quick as lightning, was filled with smiles, and became of a 
crimson colour. About the same time John Keeling of Pot- 
ton, fell into an agony : but he grew calm in about a quar- 
ter of an hour, tho' without a clear sense of pardon. 

" Immediately after, a stranger well-dressed, who stood; 
facing me, fell backward to the wall; then forward on 
bis knees, wringing his hands, and roaring like a bull. 
His face, at first, turned quite red, then almost black, H^ 
rose andran against the wall, till Mr. Keeling and another 
held him. He screamed out, 'O what shall I dp, what 
shall I do ? O for one drop of the blood of Christ ! ' As 
he spoke, God set his soul at liberty ; he knew his sins were 
blotted out : and the rapture he was in seemed too great for 
human nature to bear.. He had coi^e forty mile3 tp he^r Mr, 
B., and was to leave him the next morning ; which he did 
with a glad heart, telling all who came in his way, what 
God had done for his soul. 

. ^^ I observed al^ut the time that Mr. Coe (that was his 
name ) began to rejoipe, . a girl, eleven or twelve years old, 
exceeding poorly dressed, who appeared to be as deeply 
wounded, and as desirous of salvation as any : but I lost 
sight of her, till I heard the joyful sound, of another born 
in Sion : and found, upon inquiry, it was she, the poor dis- 
consolate, gypsy-looking child. And now did I see such a 
sight, as I do not expect again on this side eternity. The 
faces of the three justified children, and I think of all thje 
believers present, did really shine : and such a beauty, such 
a look of extreme happiness, and, at the same time, of di» 
vine love and simplicity, did I never see in human faces till 
now- The newly justified eagerly embraced one another, 
weeping on each other's necks for joy. Then they saluted 
all of their own sex, and besought both men and women tq 
help them in praising God. 

<^ I have mentioned only one man, two women, and tbre# 
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children at thb time justified in the honse^ bat haye^ per" 
hapS) omitted some s and it is probable there were more 
than one justified at the Church, though birt one came to 
speak of it; for aU are not equally ilree to glorify Cfod in tte 
midiSt of his people. I wish all who find the same salva* 
tkm with Mr. Coe, were as ready to proclaim ledeon- 
ing love ! 

<< Thursday S4, Mr. B^ll and I wait to hear Mr. Hicks 
at Wrestlingworth, four miles from Eveiton. We dis- 
coursed with him filrst, and were glad to hear, he had 
wholly given himself up to the glorious work of God, and 
that the power of the Highest fell upon his hearers, -as upon 
Mr. Berridge's. While he was. preachmg, fifteen or sixteen 
persons felt the arrows of the Lord and dropped down. A 
few of these cried out with the utmost Violence, -and ktfle 
intermission, far some hours: while the rest made no great 
noise, but continued struggling, as in the pangs of death. 
I observed, besides these, one little gill deeply convinced, 
and a boy, nine or t» years old s both of these, and several 
ethers, when carried into the parsonage-house, either lay 
as dead, or struggled with all their might : but in a short 
time, their cries increased beyond measure, so that the loud- 
est singing could scarcely be heard. Some at last called on 
me to pray, which I did s and for a time all were calm : but 
the storm soon began again. Mr. Hicks then prayed, and 
afterwards Mr. B-*— II : but still though some received conso- 
lation, others remained in deep sorrow of heart. 

*' Upon the whole I remark, that few ancient people ex- 
perience any thing of this work of God ; and scarcely any 
of the rich. These either shew an utter contempt of, or en- 
mity to it. Indeed so did Mr. Hicks himself some time 
since : having so deep an aversion to it, that he denied the 
sacrament to those of his parish, who went to hear Mr. Ber- 
ridge. Neither of these gentlemen hasmueh eloquence, 
but seem rather weak in speech : the Lord hereby more 
clearly shewing, that this is his own work. It exteikis into 
Cambridgeshire, to within a mile of the University ; and 
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about as &x into Huntingdonshire ; but flourishes most of all 
in the Eastern and Northern parts c^* Bedfordshire. 

^' There were three fermers, in three sereral villages, who 
violently set themselves to oppose it : and, for a time, they 
kept many from going to hear : but all three died in about 
a month. One of them owned the hand of the Lord was 
upon him, and besought him, in the bitterness of his sonl, 
to prolong'his life^ vowing to hear Mr.. B. himsdif : but the 
Lord would not be intreated. . 

. ^^ The vi(4eht struggling of many in the above-mentioned 
Churches, has broken several pews and benches. Yet it is 
common for people to remain unaffiscted there, and after- 
ward drop down in their way hojne. Some have been 
found lying as dead on the road : others, in Mr. B.^s gar- 
den ; not being able to walk from the Church to his house^ 
flio' it is not two hundred yard^. 
. ^' I have siace received a Letter from Mr. B., an extract 
of which I jsend you : . 

^< < ON Sunday s^'nnight, a man of Wybersley, a Na- 
thanaeL indeed, . was so filled with: the love of God during 
morning prayer, that he dropped down, atid lay as one 
dead for two hours* He had been so filled with love all the 
week before, that he was often, for a time, unable to work. 
On Sunday night last, as I was speaking in my bouse,, there 
was a violent outcry. One soul was set at liberty. We 
sung nearly an hour, and the. Lord released three more out 
of Captivity, 

<< ^On Mcmday se'nnight, iMr. Hicks accompanied me to 
Meldred. On the way we called at a farmer's house. After 
diifner I went into his yard, and seeing nearly a hundred and 
fifty people, I called for a ti^ble^ and pr^ched, fi>r the first 
time, in the open airi Two persons were seijeed with strong 
convictions, fell ^own, and cried, out most bitterly. We 
then wait to Meldred,; where I preached in a field to about 
four thousand people. In the morning, at five, Mr. Hicks 
preached in the same field, to about a thousand : and now 
the presence of the Lord w^ wonderfully dmOng us. TJherc 
was abundance of weepiag and starcmg crying; and J trust, 
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beside many that were slightly wounded, nearly thirty re* 
ceived true heart-felt conviction. At ten we returned, 
and called again at the fanner's house. Seeing about a 
dozen people in the brew-house, I spoke a few words. Im- 
mediately the farmer's daughter, dropped down in strong 
convictions. Another also was miserably torn by. Satan ; 
but set at liberty before I had done prayer. At four I 
preached in my own house, and Grod gave the spirit of 
adoption to another mourner. 

^^ ^ On Monday last I went to Shelford, four miles from 
Cambridge, nearly twenty from Everton. The journey made 
me quite ill, being so weary with riding, that I was obliged 
lo walk part of the way. When I came thither, a table 
was set for me on the Common ; and to my great surprise, 
1 found nearly ten {thousand people round it, among whom 
were many Gownsmen from Cambridge. I was hardly able 
to stand on my feet, and extremely hoarse with a odd. 
When I lifted up my foot, to get on the taUe, a hcHriUe 
dread overwhehned me : but the moment I was.fixed there- 
on, I seemed as unconcerned as a statue, I gave out my 
text, (Gal. iii. 10, 11.) and made a pause, to think of 
something pretty to set off with ; but the Lord so confound- 
ed me, ( as indeed it was meet ; for I was seeking, not his 
glory, but my own ) that I was in a perfect labyrinth, and 
found if I did not bc^in immediately, I must go down with<* 
out speaking. So I broke out with the first word thai oc- 
curred, not knowing whether I should be able to add any 
more. Then the Lord c^)ened my month, «i^KKf^ me to 
speak nearly an hour, without any kind of perplexity ; and 
80 loud that every one might hear : the aodienoe bdiaved 
with great decency. When sermon was oyer, I found niy- 
celf so cool and easy, so cheerful in spirit, and wonderfully 
strengthened in body, I went intoa house, and spdbt again 
neariy an hour, to abonttwo hundred people. In the maming 
I preached again to about a thousand ; Mr. Hicks ci^aged 
to preach in Orwell-field on Tuesday evening. I gav« no- 
tioe^ that I designed to preach on Monday se^nnigiit M 
Gtanddieslcr, a mik fiom Cambiidge. 
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" *Mr. Hicks and I have agreed to go into Hertfordshire; 
afterwards ijo separate, and go round the neighbourhood, 
preaching in the fields, wherever a door is opened, three or 
four days in every week. 

^^ ^ Believe me, your affectionate Servant, 

"^ J. B.'" 

• Friday, June 1, The rain began when we took horse, 
and attended us all the way to Berwick. When I was to- 
lerably dry, I sent to the Mayor, who readily granted the 
use of the Town-hall. Here I preached about seven to a 
drowsy congregation, on fVhi/ will ye die^ O house of 
Israel ? And again, a little after seven in the morning, on 
1 would thou Wert either hot or cold. In the evening I 
Jwreached in the Court-house at Alnwick, to a people of 
quite another spirit : having the power as well as the form 
of godlinessy and panting after the whole image of God. 

Whitsunday 3, I preached at eight in the Court-house, 
but it was much crowded and exceedingly hot. So in the 
afternoon I went to the Cross, and cried aloud, in the name 
of my Master, If any man thirsty let him come unto me 
and drink, 

Monday 4, I preached in Placey-square at one, to an 
earnest, loving congregation, and enquired of one of them^ 
James Gillies, concerning a report I had heard the day be- 
fore. He informed me, " That when he was a little child, 
he had just learned his Christ-cross-row : but this he soon 
forgot. Between twenty and thirty he was deeply convinced 
of sin : at which time feeling a strong persuasion he could 
read, he went into a neighbour's house, took up a Bible, 
and read distinctly, which he has done ever since." 

After preaching I rode on to Newcastle. Certainly, if I 
did not believe there is another world, I should spend all 
my summers here, as I know no place in Great-Britain, 
comparable to it for pleasantness. But I seek another coun- 
try, and therefore am content to be a wanderer upOn earth, 

• Wednesday 6, I preached at Gateshead-fell, to a nume- 
rous congregation. In earnestness the colliers of Gateshead 
utterly shame the colliers of Kingswood : scarcely thirty of 
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whom tkink it worth while to hear t|ie word of God on a 
week-day ! Not even when I preach. And here the house 
will scarcely contain the week -day congrqration of a local 
Preacher ! 

Saturday 9, I rode to Sunderland, and preached in the 
shell of their house. • The people of this town likewise are 
hungry for the word, and receive it with all gladness. Sun* 
day 10, the house contained us. at eight ; but at one, I was 
ojbliged to stand in the great street, and declare to an atten- 
tive multitude. Ye must be born again. In the evening I 
preached to some thousands at Newcastle, near the Keel- 
men's Hospital; if happily God might bring back some of 
them, who ran well many years ago. 

Wednesday 13, After preaching at the Fell, I rode to 
Chester. The congregation was deeply prions, both in the 
evening, and at five in the morning. Thence we crossed the 
Country to Newlands, where I was met by .poor John 
Brown, who has refiained from preaching,. tUl he ha& fallen 
into deep despair. I preached on / mil heal their back' 
sliding. But the word did not reach his heart. I never saw 
nearly so large a congregation at Sheephill, as we had at six in 
the evening. What is wanting in this whole Country 2 Only 
more labourers. 

Saturday 16, I rode to Widdrington, and preached at one 
ijo a congregation gathered from all parts. The. Court-house 
at Alnwick, was pretty well filled in the evening ; and in the 
morning, Sunday ,17, we had a sound, useful sermon at 
Church, and a serious, well-behaved congregation. I 
preached in the Market-place about five. . And I trust God 
applied the- word. Ye must be born again. Monday 18, 
having an uneasy horse, I was tired enough when we came 
into Morpeth : but after resting a while, I was strengthened 
to preach Christ crucifiedy in the Market-place, to such a 
congregation -as was never seen there before. And a solenm 
^we seemed to sit on every face, ofBicers and gentlemen, as 
w^ as common people. After preaching at Placey in the 
evening, I rode back to NewcasUe. 

Wednesday 20, I endeavoured to compose the UUje dif- 
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ferebces, which had mnch hiirtthe poor peo]^ ait Grateshead* 
fell. O-wfaat zeal, what prudence and patience are requi- 
site, to hear the mtmntrs of anf' untoward people, and to 
train thenmip in Christian discipline, till they come to the 
full stature of Christ ! Thursday 31, I preached at Naffer- 
ton at one. As I was riding thence, one stopped me on the 
10^, and said, ^^ Sir, do not jou remember, when jrou were 
at Ftuddoe, two yean sinae, you breakfiisted at Thomaft 
Newton'^? I am his sister. You looked upon me as you 
were going out, and said, ^ Be in earnest.' I knew not then, 
what earnestness meant, nor had any thought about it. But 
the words* sunk into my heart, so that I could never rest any 
more, till I sought and found Christ.'* 

Friday 23, I rode to S — ^k, and preached to my old coui* 
gr^ation of Colliers, on PThy will yt d)rV, O house of 
Israel? After preaching, a servant of Mr. — came and said, 
^^ Sir, my master discharges you from preaching any more 
on his ground : Not Out of any disitspect to you : but he 
will standby the Church : " " Simple master Shallow f " As 
Shakespear has it , wise niaster Rector, his counseUor ! 

Satuiday 33, I spoke to each of the Society in Sunder- 
land. Most of the tobbei^, commonly ciedled Smugglers^ 
have left us ; but more than twice the number of honest peo- 
|>Ie aire already cotne in their place. And if none had come, 
yet should I hot dfire to keep those who steal eith«' from the 
king or subject. Sunday 34, I preached in the street at 
eight, about one at South-Shields, and at five in North* 
Shields. The greatest part seemed to hear as for their lives^ 
So are these lions also become lambs ! O for asealous, active, 
ffdthftil labourers ! How white are the fields unto the 
harvest. 

Oh Monday ahd W^nesday evening I preached abroad, 
near the Keelmeh's Hospital, to twice the people we should 
have had at the ho^use. What toarvel, the devil does not 
love field'^preaehing. Neither do i : I lore a commodious 
room, . a soft cushion, a handsome pulpit : but where is my 
zeal, if I do not trample all these under 'foot, in order to 
si^ve one more soul ? Thujrsday 38, we had the General 
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Meeting of the Stewards, by -whom I found the Societies in 
this circuity still contain about eighteen hundred members* 
I hope not many of these will be choked by thorns ! 

Friday 29, About eleven I set out for Swalwell, in a £iir^ 
mild morning, but in half an hour the rain poured down so, 
that in a few minutes, I was wet from head to foot. And 
when I came thither, where to preach, I knew not ; for the 
house would not contain a thi^ of the peofde. Just then 
the dissenting minister sent to offer me the use of his Meet- 
ing-house. I went thither without delay. There was a 
large, congregation, and a Messing in the midst of them. 

Saturday SO, I preached in Winlington at noon. The sun 
was very hot, and shone full upon my head. . But the wind 
was very high and very cold ; so that the one tempered the 
other, while I was declaring tlie grace of God, to a well- 
meaning multitude, who know little as yet, but are willing 
to know ^the truth as it is in Jesus. I preached at Sheep- 
hilt in the evening, and returned to Newcastle as fresh as I 
)was in the morning. 

Sunday, July 1, Between eight and nine, 1 preached to a 
quiet multitude in Gateshead. At two I preached in the Fell, 
to the largest congregation which had ever been seen there : 
and in the evening, near the Keelmen's Hospital, to full as 
many as my voice would reach. It was a season of love ; 
and God caused the mountains to jBow down at his presence. 
While the Society was gathering, I went to a young woman, 
-who was some days since, suddenly struck with what they 
<;alled madness. And so it was ; but a diabolical madness, 
as plainly appeared from numerous circumstances. How- 
ever, after we had been at prayer, she fell asleep, and never 
raged or blasphemed after. 

Monday 2, I rode to Durham, and went at one to the 
meadow by the river-side, where I preached two years ago. 
The congregation was now larger by one half; but the sun 
was'^so scorchingly hot upon my head, that I was scarcely able 
to speak. I paused a little, and desired God would pirovide 
us a covering, if it were for his glory. In a moment it was 
done : a cloud covered the sun, which troubled us no more. 
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Ought 'ooluntary humility to conceal these palpable proof^ 
that God still heareth the prayer? Between two and three 
we took horse. The sun now shone agam, and with so in- 
tense a heat, that I know not how we could have endured it, 
but that the wind came in our faces, by the help of which 
we got pretty well to Hartlepool. I suppose we had all the 
town with us in the evening, either in the street or the ad- 
joining bouses. And God was pleased to touch the hearts 
of many, even among this dull, heavy, sleepy people« . 
Tuesday 3, I wrote to' Dr. Taylor as follows : — 

<' Hartlepool, July 3, 1759. . 

" REV. SIR, 

^^ I esteem you, as a person of uncommon sense and learn- 
ing : but your doctrine I cannot esteem. And some time 
since I believed it my duty, to speak my sentiments at large, 
concerning your doctrine of Original Sin. When Mr. 
Newton of Liverpool, mentioned this, and asked, whether 
you designed to answer, you said, ^ You thought not ; for 
it would only be a personal Controversy, between J. 
W — y and J. T — r.' How gladly, if I durst, would J 
accept of this discharge, from so unequal a contest ! For I 
am, thoroughly sensible, humanly speaking, it is formica 
contra leonem. How gladly, were it indeed no other, than 
a personal Controversy ! But certainly it is not : it is a 
Controversy de re, if ever there was one in the world. In- 
deed, concerning a thing of the highest importance : nay, 
all the things that concern our eternal peace. It is, ChriS'* 
tianity or Heathenism. For take away the Scriptural 
Doctrine of Redemption or Justification, and that of the 
New-birth, the beginning .of Sanctification, or which 
amounts to the same, explain them as you do, suitably to 
•your doctrine of Original Sin ; and what is Christianity- 
better than Heathenism ? Wherein ( save in rectifying 
some of our notions ) has the religion of St. Paul any pre- 
eminence over that of Socrates or Epictetus I 

" This is therefore, to my apprehension, the least a per^ 
sonal Controvery of any in the world : your person and 
mine^ are out of the question: The point is,. Are thos^ 
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things that have been believed for many ages^ thioiigbotft 
the Christian world, real, solid truths^ or monkish dreams 
and vain imaginations ? 

^^ But farther. It is certain, between you and me there 
need be no personal Controversy at all. For we may agre^ 
to leave each other's person and character, absolutely vaoh 
touched, while we sum up and answer the several argu- 
ments advanced, as plainly and closely as we can. 

<^ Either I or you mistake the whole <tf Christianity fixim 
the beginning to the end ! Either my scheme or yiMur's is as 
contrary io Uie Scriptural as the Koran is. Is it mine or 
your's ? Your's has gone through all England, and made 
numerous converts. I attack it from end to eoA : let all 
England judge, whether it can4)e defended, or not ? 

^^ Earnestly praying, that God may give you and me 
a right understanding in all things, 

" I am, Rev. Sir, 

" Your Servant for Christ's sake, 

« J. W." 

Wednesday 4, Mr; Jones preached at five, I at eight. 
Toward the close of the sermon, a queer, dirty, dui^By 
man, I suppose a Country wit, took a great deal of pains to 
disturb the congregation. When I had done, fearing he 
might hurt those who were gathered about him, I desired 
two or three of our brethren, to go tb him, one after the 
other, and not to say much themselves, but let him talk tin 
he was weary. They did so, but without effect, as his 
fund of ribaldry seemed inexhaustible. William Alwood 
then tried another way. He got into the circle close tb him, 
and listening a while, said, *' That is pretty ; pray, say it 
over again." " What, are you deaf ? " " No ; but for the 
entertainment of the people. Come ; we are all attention." 
After repeating this twice or thrice, the wag could not stand 
it, but with two or three curses walked clearly off. 

In the evening, I began near Stockton market-place, as 
Usual. J had hardly finished the hymn, when I observed 
the people in great confusion, which was occasioned by a 
Lieutenant of a Man-of-war^ who had chosen that time to 
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bruig bis press-gang^ and ordered them to take Joseph Jonof 
and WiUiim Alwood. Josept Jones telling him, " Sir, I 
belong to Mr. Wesley,*' after a few words, he let hini go ; 
9s he did likewise William Alwpod, aft^4 few hours, un- 
derstanding he was a licensed Preacher. He likewise vseize4 
upon a young m^n of tl^e town : but the wopaon rescued him 
by main jstrength. They also brd^e the Lieutenant's head^ 
and so stoned both him and his men, that they ran a;wa9f 
with all speed. 

Friday 6, I rode on to Yarm. The heat of the day wa^ 
hardly to be borne : but in the evening it was extremelj 
pleasant : and tji^ whole congregation were deeply serious* 
At one I was at Hutton-Rudby, six miles south of Yarm, 
where they have just built a Preaching-hofuse : but it 
would not contain a fourth of the congregation^ and what 
place to choose I could not tell, no shade being at hand, 
and the sun shining nearly as hot as it used to do in Georgia. 
Finding no oth^r way, I stood in the street, near a house, 
which sheltered some of the people. The rest seemed not to 
luiow. wither it was hot or cold : God so plenteously re- 
freshed their souls. Much thet same congregation was at 
Potto irf the evening : ajid with the same blessing. 
r Having preached considerably longer, both at noon and 
night than I am accustomed to do, I was so hoarse in the 
mornings Sunday 8, that I knew not what I should do to 
go through the work of the day. However, I began it, by 
preaching oix the Green, at Stokesley, to a multitude of peo- 
ple. Th^ee I rode to Gisborough, at the foot of the moun* 
tains. The sun would have been insupportable, but that w^ 
had a strong wind full in our fiu^es, for the greatest part of 
the day. At twelve we had a Iqvely congregation, in a 
meadow near the town, who drank in every word that wa$ 
spoken, as the thijrsty earth the showers. The sixteen mileiE^ 
CO called, from hence to Robin-hood's Bay, took us betwe^a 
five arid six hours riding : so that when I came thither, I 
was quite exhausted. However, I went to the quay, where 
a large congregation wa3 i^aiting : and aU braved well| 
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but an honest tar, who was much disturbed at my sayingi 
*' No man is delivered from the fear of death, but he that 
fears God.** 

Tuesday 10, We took horse at half an hour past three, 
and rode over the huge mountains to Scarborough. I began 
to preach near the main-street at seven. The congregation 
^as large, and some of them wild enough, but in a short 
timeall were quiet and still. Nor did I hear one unkind 
word when I had done. In the afternoon I rode to York, 
where I thought to rest^ few days, being almost worn out. 
But it was judged quite nesessary, I should go to Hull lest 
the little flock should be discouraged. So on Friday 13, 
I set out early, and reached Pocklington between eight and 
nine. The last time I was here, they rung the bells, in or- 
der to drown my voice : but he who then paid the ringers 
is run away : so I had a quiet and serious audience. I had 
a far finer congregation at HulL So for once, the rich 
have the Gospel preached ! At night Charles Delamptte 
called upon me, and seemed to be the same loving, simple 
man still. I should not repent my journey to Hull, were it 
only for this short interview. 

Saturday 14, I preached at eight in Mr. Hilton's yard, 
near the great street in Beverley ; and was surprised to see 
so quiet and civil a congregation, where we expected nothing 
less. All the men were uncovered, and the whole audience 
was attentive, from beginning to end^ nor did one person 
give us a rude word, while we rode from one end of the town 
to the other. This, with the large and earnest congrega- 
tion at York in the evening, made me forget all my labour. 

Sunday 15, I began reading to the Society an account of 
the late work of God at Everton : but I could not get 
through. At first there were only silent tears on evary side. 
But it was not long, before several were unable to refrain from 
weeping aloud. And quickly a stout young man dropped 
down, and roared as in the agonies of death. I did not at- 
tempt to read any farther, but began wi'estling with God in 
prayer. We continued herein till nearly nine o'clock. 
What a day of jubilee was this ! 
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Tuesday 17, I left York, and about noon preached at 
Tadcasten Distant thunder did not lessen the number, but 
increased the seriousness of the congregation, who app'tored 
entirely different from them I saw here two years ago. At 
seven in the evening I preached to an immense congregation, 
at the foot of a high mountain near Otley. Wednesday 18, 
I rode on to M n Marshal's, at Guiseley, the Capua of 
Yorkshire. 

l^ic nemusy hie gelidiforUeSy hie molUa prata. 

It is well, God is here : or who could bear it ? 

Hence we rode to Keighley, where is a loving, earnest, 
well-established people. Here many of our Preachers met 
me, and many of our brethren : and Grod was with us in all 
our assemblies. Friday 20, we went on to Colne, ( formerly, 
I suppose, a Roman Colftny ) situate on the top of a high, 
round hill, at the edge of Pendel-forest. I preached at 
eleven in an open spaice, not far from the main street. And 
I have seldom seen a more attentive, or decently behaved 
congri^g^tion. How is the scene changed, since the drunken 
mob of this town, used to be a terror to all the Country ! 

We rode to Broad-Clough in the afternoon, a lone house 
in the midst of the Lancashire mountains. The people came 
in jRrom all quarters, and it was a season of great refreshment. 

Among the rest was Mr. M r, who gave us an account 

of his late trials. I wonder the Butcher (Doctor so called ) 
to whom he was committed, did not murder him. He took 
ixue pains so to do : but his chain did not reach so far. 
. Saturday 21, Mr. Grimshaw led us to Gawksham, another 
lone house, on the side of an enormous mountain. The con- 
gTi^tion stood and sat, row above row, in the sylvan thea- 
tre. I believe nothing on the postdiluvian earth can be 
more pleasant, than the road from hence, between huge, 
steep mountains, clothed with wood to the top, and washed 
at the bottom by a clear, winding stream. At four I 
pteached to a very large congregation at Heptonstall, and 
tlience rode on to Haworth. 

Sunday 22, At ten Mr. Milner read prayers: but the 
Church would not nearly contain the congr^tion. So 
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after prayers, I stood on' a scaffold close tb the Chatch) aiod 
the congregation in the Ghiiroh-jrard. The (ionimiuiicaiitti 
alone filled the Church. In the afternoon the eongregatini 
ff^s nearly doubled. And yet most of these were not cvL'* 
rious hearers,, but men-fearing God. 
, Monday 98, I preached near Huddersfield, to the wildelt 
Congregation I have seen in Yorkshire. Yet they were te*- 
strained by an unseen hand, and I believe some &it the 
sharpness of his word. I preached at Hali&x in the even- 
ing : but the Preaching-hoi^ was like an oven. Ta|»« 
day 34f, the hoose was well filled at five. About seven in 
tne ev^ing I preached at Bradford, at the door of the hoi»^ 
as it could not contain one-half of the congregation. Wed- 
nesday 25, I talked with most of those, whom Edward 
Hales had torn from their brethren.* Just as he was -comtBg 
to widen the breach, it pleased God to take him to himself. 
The wanderers were now willing to return, and I received 
tfiem again, I trust, for ever. 

, Thursday. 36, I preached in Gilderscmi at . noon^ and al 
Moreley in the evening. A flame is suddenly broken out 
here, where it was least of all expected : and it spreads 
wider and wider. When God will work, who isi able to 
stay his hand ? Sunday 29, I preached about eight at 
Birstal, The congregation covered a great part of the field, 
and my voice was exceedingly strengthened, so that I be- 
lieve .all could hear. At one I enforced those solemn words 
on aulihmense multitude, This is life eternal, to know thee 
t^e only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent, 
. I shall easily be excused for adding here a ftirther account 
of the work of God in and near Everton. " On Monday, 
July 9, I set out, and on Wednesday noon reached PottcMi, 
where I rejoiced at the account given by John Keeling, of 
himself and others. He was justified, it . seems, on that 
memorable Sabbath, but had not a clear witness of it till ten 
days after : about which time his sister, ( who was on that 
day in great distress ) was also set at liberty. I discoursed 
also with Ann Thorn, who told me of much heaviness f<dli6w- 
ing tlie visions with which she had been fiivoured ; but said, 
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she was, at intervals, visited still -with so much overpowering 
Ipvejand joy, especially at the Lord's-Supper, ttiat she pfte^ 
lay in a trance for many hours. She is twenty-one years ohJi 
We were soon after called into the garden, where Patty 
Jenkins (one of the same. pge) was so overwhelmed witl^ 
file love of God, that she sunjc down, and appeared as on^ 
in.a.plef|sant sleep, only with Jier. ey^sope^. Yet she had 
often jufst strength to uttej^ with a low voice, ejaculations 
of joy. and pufEiise; but no words coming up to what she 
felt, she frequei^tly laughed while she saw his glory. This 
is quite unintelligible to many \ for a stranger intermed^ 

dleth not with our joy. So it was to Mr. M r*y who 

doubted whether God or the devil had filled her with 
love and praise. O, the depth of human wisdom ! Mr^ 

jft , in the mean time, ^was filled with a solemn awe. I 

|io sooner sat down by her, than the Spirit of God poured 
<the same blessesfdness into my soul. Her's continued tiU 
■the time we were to set out for Gockin-Hatley : then her 
fitriength was restored in a moment, and we walked toge* 
ther, sixteen in number, singing to the Lord as we wenj; 
ttlong. 

^^ Mr. Hicks preached an excellent sermon on the Straif 
Gate. The next moniing,'Thursd^ l!^, he gave me leave 
.to take an extract from his journal. But I had only time 
to write the occurrences of one morning, as follows ; 

^^ ' June 6, 1759, 1 spoke this morning ^ Orwell, on 
Isaiah Iv. I. One who had been before convmcedof sin^ 
fell down ia a kind of fit, and broke out, in great anguish 
of soUl, calling on the Lord Jesus for salvation. He 
"wrought, as in the agonies of death, and was quite bathed 
in sweat. ;He beat the chair against which he kneeled, as 
one whose soul drew nigh unto hell. His countenanx^e 
then pleared up at once, and we hoped he would be pre- 
liently set at liberty ; but, on a sudden, he was more disr 
tressed than ever, being in the sharpest conflict: every 
•muscle of his body was in strong agitation, as if nature 
.iprere just dissolving. I never saw any convulsion-fit pQ 
violent. But, in a momenjt^ Qod disjpelled the cloud; 
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his face was again covered with smiles ; and he spake, ai 
seeing the Lord near him* He cried nnto him, and the 
Lord hearing, pronounced him freely forgiven. At that 
instant he clapped his hands, and cried aloud, ^ Jesus is 
mine! He is my Saviour!' His soul was in peace; nei- 
ther did he find the least bodily pain or soreness. I asked, 
^ For what would you undergo this again V He said, 
^ Not for all the world : but I would sufier more, rather 
than be without Christ: yea, for his sake, I would suflfer 
all things!' An unwise man doth not consider this: a 
fool doth not understand it. 

^^ ' This morning Ann Simpson, aged sixteen or seventeen, 
lay nearly an hour in the utmost distress, shrieking out, 
Christ! Christ! and no other word; her face all the 
time being violently dist(Nrted. I left her awhile, but could 
scarcely sit down, before I heard the voice of praise. I 
went, and found her heaviness turned into joy, even the 
jqyM assurance that her sins were pardoned. She sprang 
by me to a young woman, who lay in a kind of trance, and 
clasped her in her arms, breathing forth prltise to God. I 
retired again, but had not been long seated, before she 
came in, running to me in a transport of praise. I asked 
her, Why she cried out continually, Christ, Christ ! She 
answered, ^ I thought myself at that time on a little island, 
and saw Satan in a hideous form, just ready to devour me, 
hell all around open \o receive me, and myself ready to 
drop in; while no help appeared, nor any way to escape; 
but just as I was dropping in, the Lord appeared between 
me and the great gulf; and would not let me fall into it. 
As soon as I saw him, all my trouble was gone, and all the 
pain I felt before ; and ever since, I have been light and 
joyful, and filled with the love of God.' " 

" So far Mr. Hicks: who told me, he was first convinced 
of sin, August 1, 1738; and finding peace in abont six 
weeks, first preached the Gospel on September IT. From 
that time he was accounted a fool and a madman ! ' About 
two thousand souls seem to have been awakened By Mr. B. 
and him within this twelvemonth. 
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*^ Friday 13, Mr. R , as well as Mr. M — — , Was in 
doubt concerning the work of God here; but this moming^ 
they were both fully convinced, while Alice Miller, the 
litde pale girl, justified May 20, who is in the sixteenth, 
and Molly Raymund, who is in the twelfth year of her 
age, related their experience, their artless confidence con*i 
firming their words. We walked this forenoon to Tadlow, 
in Cambridgeshire, to hear Mr. B. ; but came too late for 
the sermon. However, the account we received of the 
wonderful work of God, in this and the neighbouring 
places, were matter of great rejoicing to me, as are all ma- 
nifestations of the world to come. 

^' Saturday 14, Mr. B. being ill, desired me to exhort a 
few people, in his house ; which the Lord enabled me to 
do, with such ease and power, that I was quite amazed.. 
. The next morning at seven, his servant, Caleb Price, spoke 
to about two hundred people. The Lord was wonderfully 
present; more than twenty persons feeling the arrows of 
conviction: several fell to the ground, some of whom 
seemed dead^ others, in the agonies of death j the violence 
of their bodily convulsions, exceeding all description. 
There was also great crying and agoni^ng ia prayer, 
mixed with deep and deadly groans on every side. 

^^ When sermon was endedy one brougM good tidings to 
Mr. B. fricun Grandchester : That God had th^e broken 
down seventeen persons last week, by the singing of hymns 
only ; and that a child, seven years old, sees many visions, 
and astonishes the neighbours, with her innocent, awful 
manner of declaring them. 

^^. While Mr. B» preached in the Church, I stood with 
many in the Church-yard, to make room for those who 
came from far. Therefore I saw little, but heard the 
agonizing of many,, panting and gasping after eternal 
.life. In the afternoon Mr. B. was constrained by the mul- 
titude of people, to come out of the Church and preach in 
his own Close. Some of those who were here pricked ta 
the heart, were affected in an astonishing manner. The 

first man I saw wounded, would have dropped; but others 
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^tdhitig Mm in thdranns, did indeed- prop bim ap^ but 
tv«re so fat from keeping him stilly that he caused all ^ 
th^ to tottter akd ifeitible. His own riiaking exceeded 
tbaJt (yf a cldt& vot the vrind. It seemed as it* the Lord came 
npbn him like a giatit, taking him by .the neck, and shaking 
M his bones in picsces. One woman tore np the ground 
with facJr htods, filling them with dust and with the haid- 
trodden grfrss; on which I «aw her lie, with her hands 
cUiiclied, a6 one dead, when the multitude- dispersed. 
Another roared and sc^reamed in a more dreadftd agony 
than ev^ I h^ard before. I omit-thfe -rejoicing of be- 
lievers, because of their number, and the frequency thereof: 
thdnghthe manner was strange: some of tlieiil being ignite 
overpowered with Divine love,' and only shewing enough 
of mtural life to let Usknow> they were overwhelmed ifitb 
joy an4 life eterlial. r Some ccmtinued long bs if they were 
dead, but witha calnl srwe^tness in t)ieir looks. I saw bne^ 
who lay two or three hours in; the open ttir,' and beinjg theif 
carried into the jiouse, continued insensible another haur^ 
as if actuallt dead. The first ^^ ^ jife -sher^hewed waie^ 
a raptute of^pmi^e, intermixed, with asmall jdyoas laughter^ 
. ^^ Monday 16, Mr. B*. this evening, preached in his oWn 
house, Tvbere.I observed Molly Raymuud, letoiiig. all the 
while as if asleep; but an hourror two after, she. desired 
to speak with him. I wondered^ she was not. gone home^ 
and was concerned, that ,so little a girl should have so far 
to go in the dark without company,; but Mr. B. told me, 
neither she nor the other justified children, were afraid of 
any thing. 

^^ Tuesday 17, We wialked toward Harlstbn, near which 
Mr. B. overtook us. He was greatly fatigued and dejected, 
and said, "I am now so > weak, I must, leave off" field- 
preaching." Nevertheless, he cast luniself on the Lord, 
and stood up to preach, havii^ nearly three thousand hear- 
ers. He was very weak at first, and scarcely able to speak; 
but God soon performed his promise, imparting new 
strength to him, and causing him to speak with mighty 
power. A great shaking was among the dry bones. In<« 
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G^ssant trcre the cries, gl^oaiis, wringing of hands and' 
prayers of sinners, notv first convinced of tbetr deplorable 
state. After preaching hie was lively and strong, so that 
the closeness of- a crowded room, neithier affected his breath 
nor hindered his rejoicing ovfer two children, dne about 
eight, the other about six years old, who were crying aloud 
to God for mercy. 

" Not only Harlston, but Stapleford and Triplow, ttf 
which Mr. B. was now going, were places in which he had" 
never plpeadhed the Grospel, and probably never Would have 
done, had it not been for the thundering sef^ons made againist 
him, frdm their several pulpits. So does %t^n ffiequefatly 
Overshoot himself, and occasion the downfallof his dwnf 
kingdom. 

^^ I had been very ill the preceding wieek. Wherefore, 
last night I had recourse to God in prayer : and this mohi'* 
iilg*, ini^tead of rising with difficulty iat eight or nine, as I 
had Usually done, I rose with ease at five'; aiid'in5(te£td of 
losing my. stren^h- in a mile or two, I walked eighteen ifith"* 
Out ait'y ift^eakness or weariness. 

" Wednesday 18, We called at the house, where Mr. B* 
bad been pleaching in the niOrning, aiid found sev^i^l there 
yejoiciQg ib Gknl, and sevelial mourning after hirii. 'While 
I prayed with theiti, many'crowded into the httuse, mmibiff 
in^hom burst iiito a Very tJtrtin^, involuntary laughter, 99 
that my voice could scarcely'be heard, and ^hen I strove 
to speak louder, a sudden hoarseness seized me. Then the 
laughter Increased. I perlfieived it was from Satan, and re« 
1^1 ved t<> pray on. Immediatiely the Lord rebuked hiiil } 
that laughter Was at an end, filtid so was my hoarseness. A 
vehement wrestling with God ito through the whole com- 
pany, whether sorrowful or rejoicing : till bedide three 
young women of the house, one young man, and a gi^^I 
ftbout eleven years old, who had been counted one of tl»8 
Wickedesft in Harlston, were exceedingly blessed with the 
consolations of .God. 

^^Among those under conviction was an dderly wmflanjMrho 
had beenascofferiit'the'Gospel, ahda'keeriridtoiiler^'^ 
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that cried out : but she now cried louder than any present. 
Another I observed, who had known the Lord above five 
and twenty years. When Mr. B. first brought the GrQspd 
to her ears, she was filled with gladness : knowing this 
was the same salvation which Grod had long ago brought to 
her heart. 

*' We walked hence to the middle of Shelford*moor ; and 
seeing no person but a young woman who kept sheep, the 
solitude invited us to stop and sing a hymn : the sound 
whereof reaching her, she camip up slowly, weeping as she 
came, and then stood by a brook of water, over against us, 
with tears runmng down her cheeks apace. We sung an* 
other hymn for this mourner in Sion, and wrestled for her 
with God in prayer : but he did not yet comfort her. And 
indeed I have observed of the people in genemi who heat 
Mr. B., their convictions: are not only deep and violent, bul 
last a long time. Wherefore, those that are o&»ded at 
'them who rejoice, should consider how terrible, a cup they 
xeceived first. Now they are all light : but they well re- 
member the darkness and misery, the wormwood and the 
gaU. 

^^ We met Mr. Berridge at Stapleford, five miles from' 
Cambridge. His heart was particularly set on this people, 
because he was Curate here five or six years ; but never 
preached a Gospel sermon among them till this evening. 
About fifteen hundred persons met in a Close to hear him, 
great part of whom were laughers and mockers. The work 
of God, however, quickly b^an among them that were se- 
rious : while not a few endeavoured to make sport, by 
mimicking the gestures of them that were wounded. . Both 
these and those who rejoiced in God, gave great offence to 
sonie stem looking men, who vehemently demanded to have 
those wr^ches horse-whipped out of the Close. Need we won- 
der at this, when several of his own people, are unwilling to 
let God work in his own way ? And well may Satan be en- 
raged at the cries of the people, and the prayers they make 
in the biUemess of their souls ; seeing we know these ar» 
the chief times at which Satan is cast out. 
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** However, in a while many of the scoffers were weary 
and went away. The rest continued as insensible as before. 
I had long been walking round the multitude, feeling a jea^ 
lousy for my God, and praying him to make the place of 
his feet glorious. My patience at last began to fail, and I 
prayed, ' O King of glory, break some of them in pieces ; 
but let it be to the saving of their souls.' I had but just 
spoken, when I heard a dreadful noise, on the farther side 
of the congregation, and turning thither saw one Thomas 
Skinner coming forward, the most horrible human figure I 
ever saw. His large wig and hair were coal-black ; his face 
distorted beyond all description. He roared incessantly^ 
throwing and clapping his hands together with his whole 
force. Several were terrified, and hasted out of his way. 
I was glad to hear him, after a while, pray aloud. Not a 
few of the triflers grew serious ; while his kindred and ac- 
quaintance, were very unwilling to believe even their own 
eyes and ears. They would fain have got him away ; but 
he fell to the earth, crying, * My burden ! My burden ! 1 
cannot bear it ! * Some of his brother scoffers were calling 
for horse-whips, till they saw him extended on his back af 
full length. They then said, he was dead 5 and, indeed^ 
the only sign of life was the working of his breast, and the 
distortions of his face, while the veins of his neck were 
swelled, as if ready to burst. He was just before, the chief 
captain of Satan's forces : none was, by nature, more fitted 
for mockery. None could swear more heroically, to whip 
out of the Close, all who were affected by the preaching. 
His agonies lasted some hours. Then his body and soul 
were eased. 

" When Mr. B, had refre^ed himself a little, he re- 
turned to the ClOse^ and bid the multitude take warning by 
Skinner, who still lay roaring and tormented on the ground. 
All the people were now deeply serious : and several hun- 
dreds, instead of going when Mr. B. dismissed them, stay- 
ed in Mr. Jenning's yard. Many of these, especially men, 
were truly broken in heart. Mr. B. talked with as many 
as could come into the house : and seeing what numbers stood 
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bttngeriog witfaout, sent me word to pray with them. This 
was a grievous cross: I knew it was the Lord's will, but 
felt such weakness of body, and sinking of spirit, and was 
withall so hoarse, that I supposed few could hear out of some 
fiundreds who stood before me. Howeyer, I.i^ttempted : aod 
in a moment the Lord poured upon me such ^.spirit of sup- 
plication, and garveme so clear, and so strc^.an utterance 
ihat it seemed I was another mas : a farther instance that 
the servants of God are not sent a wariai^, on their ozm 
charge. 

^' No sooner had I finished than we were called to see 
John Dendi^, aged twenty years, who lay on a taUe. His 
body was strQ! and motionless as a statue : . his very neck 
seemed as if ' made of iron. He was locdt^ng steadfastly up 
^ h^veo,' aad {Nraying aloud with.a melodjons voice. Hi| 
ivords^ surprised Mr. B. as well as me : who said to the as# 
^mbly, / You n^ noIyetteriPjr^acher ; none can tell you 
the truths of the Gospel ipoore" clearly-' And, indf^, his 
prayer unfo^l^d i\^e whole Christian system, with the greatest 
accuracy. When he fcame - out. of the fit^ he was in per*? 
feet health ; but declared hei knew not a word of all he had 
spoken. His mother then informed us, ^ He had had these 
fits for two years, at least once a day : but he never spoke 
in any fit, till three weeks ago. . Ever since he prays in 
them, as to night, but 13 himself as ignorant of the matter, 
as if he had been dead all the tim^.' 

^ It was late when I went to lodge about half a mile 
off, where I found a young woman reading hymns, and ihe 
power of the Lord fejling on the hearers, especially one 
young man ; who cried aloud in such bitter anguish, that I 
soon desired we might join in prayer. This was the seventh 
time of mj praying fn public that day : and had I been 
faithful, I should probably have prayed seven more. 

" Thursday 19^ I returned to Mr. Jennings's, who had 
I5et out at four in the morning, io hear Mr. Berridge at 
Grandchester. He came soon after me, but was. scarcely 
able to speak. I never saw a nian s^eat in such a manner : 
the large drops seeming fixed all over his fac^ just like beads 
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of glass. The cotigr^ation at Grai^etiester this morning 
consisted of about one thousand persons, imaOng whom the 
Lord was wonderfully present, convincing a far greater 
number now, than even last night. Mr. Jennings was a 
mild, good-natured PhM*isee, who had never been awcdcen- 
ed : but he was now thoroughly conviticed of his lost estate, 
and stood, for a time, in utter despair, with his mouth wide 
open, hiJB eyes spring, and full of huge dismay. Wh«a 
he found power to 8peak,r he cried out, ^ I thought I had 
led a good life ! I thought I was not sd bad as others ! But 
I am the vilest creature upon earth ! I am dropping into 
hell ! Now, now : this very moment ! ' He then saw hell 
open to receive him, and Satan ready to cast him in : but it 
was not long befoi^ he saw the Lovd Jesus, and knew he 
had accepted him. He then cried aloud in an unspeak- 
able rapture, * I have got Christ ! I have got Christ ! ' For 
two hours he was in the visions of God^ Th^i the joy, tho^' 
not the peace, abated. 

^' I had left Mr. Jennings but a little while, when I heant 
John Dennis loudly praising God. I no sooner kneeled by 
him, than the consolations of Gqd caimp upon me, so that £ 
trembled and wept much. Nor was the Spirit poured out? 
upon us aloiie t all in the house were partakers of it. J. D. 
was kneeling when his fit came. We {aid him on thtf 
ground, where he soon became stiflF as last night, atul 
prayed in like manner. Afterwaixls his- body grew flexibid 
by degrees, but was convulsed from head to foot. When 
he was quite ibcovered, he said, * He was quite resigned to 
the will of God, who gave him such strength in the inner 
man, that he did not find any of these things grievous, 
neither dould ask to be delivered from them.' 

" I walked from Staplef(»d with twenty persons, to hear 
Mr. B., at Triplow, and saw many other companies, some 
before, somebehind, some on either hand, going the same 
way. Tliis bsou^t to my qodnd the words of Zechariah, 
And the inhnbitants of one Cit^ should go to another^ say^ 
jng, Ltet us go speedily to pray before the Lord, and to 
99ek the Lord of Hosts : J- will go also. 
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'^ Fifteen hundred, or two thousand, were asvembled ia 
the Close at Triplow. The only unpolished: part of the 
audience, -were a few gentlemen on horse-back. They were 
much offended at the cries of those in conviction, but much 
more at the rejoicing of others, even to laughter : but they 
were not able to look them in the face, for half a minute to- 
gether. I looked after service at every ring which the peo- 
ple made about those that fell under the Word. Here and 
there was a place with only one, but there were generally 
two or three together ; and on one spot, no less than seven, 
who lay on the ground as if slain in battle. I soon followed 
Mr. B. to<the house, and found both it and the orchard 
filled with serious people ; to whom he spake till his strength 
failed, and then seeing them unwilling to depart, desired 
me to dismiss them with prayer. I felt great reluctance ; 
but so mightily, when I began, came the Spirit upon me,, 
that I found no want of utterance, while I was praying* 
with about two hundred persons. I thought they had then 
gone away ; but perceived an hour after, most of th^m 
were still in the house or orchard : sighs and groans, 
prayers, tears, and joyful praise being intermixed on every 
side. 

" Friday 20, I was wakeful before five, but conferring 
with flesh and blood, I slept again. Mr. B. sent for me at 
seven : but I was then so weak, I could not go till the peo- 
ple were dispersed. Three times more persons were struck 
with convictions this morning, than had been last night. 
Mr. B. had prayed with them till near fainting, who tad 
then sent for me to come. And who knows what God might 
have done even by me, if I had not been indulging my vile 
body ? I was glad to see a woman, supposed the chief sin- 
ner in the town, now rolling on the earth, screaming and 
roaring in strong convictions. The man of the house inform- 
ed us, of her having had nine or ten children by whoredom, 
and that being at last married, her husband was more angry 
with her for hearing the word, than he would probably have, 
been for committing adultery. Nor was her minister dis- 
pleased, that she never came to Church, but mightily strove 
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to prevent botb her, and all the smners of his parish, from 
going to hear the Gospel. I observed also a beggar-girl, 
seven or eight years old, who had scarcely any clothes, but 
a ragged piece of old rug. She too had felt the word of God 
as a two-edged sword, and mourned to be covered with 
Christ's righteousness. 

" From Triploe I walked to Orwell, and thence to Ever- 
ton, in weakness of body, and heaviness of spirit. Mr. B. 
was preaching when I came in. Here God again refreshed 
my soul. I shook from head to foot, while tears of joy ran 
down my face, and my distress was at an end. 

" Saturday SI, I was troubled for some of our brethren, 
who began to (ioubt, whether this was a work of Grod or of th« 
devil ! John Keeling in particular, who instead of hii frank, 
living zeal, and happiness in God, was now filled with 
gloomy -discontent, and grown dark, sullen, and reserved. 
As we were walking together, he told me, it was his reso- 
lution, to ' keep himself to himself: so let them who strug« 
gled so, struggle as they would, and leave all those to them- 
selves, whom Satan cast into visions or trances, till Satan 
brought them out again.' ' But ( he added ) I am so un- 
easy, I do not know what to do : and most of our people 
begin to shun one another.' The snare was now broken. He 
saw the delusion he had been in, and I trust, will hereafter 
shun the troublers of Israel. 

** Sunday 22, The Church was quite filled, and hun- 
dreds were without. And now the arrows of God flew abroad, 
the inexpressible groans, the lamenting, praying, roaring, 
were so loud, almost without intermission, that we who 
stood without, could scarcely help thinking, all in the 
Church were cut to the heart. But upon enquiry, we found, 
about two hundred persons, chiefly men, cried aloud for 
mercy : but many more were affected, perhaps as deeply, 
though in a calmer way. 

^^ I rejoiced to see many from Cambridgeshire, particu* 
larly John Dennis, Thomas Skinner, and the sorrowful 
young woman with whom we had prayed on Shelford-moor. 
Now too came good news from several parts, especially 
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Gcan(]chester $ where ten more persbns were cUt to the hearty 
in singu^ hjrmns among theniselyes ; and the little child be* 
fi>re mentioned, continues to astonish all the neighbourhood* 
A noted physician came some time ngo, and closely examine 
ed her. The result was, he confessed ' It was no distemper 
of mind, but the hand of God.' 

• ^^I sought for Thomas Skinner aftwmoming-aeryice, and 
found him with many mo«e, singing hynms under a tree. 
When they stopped, I asked, ^Hom do you find your mind 
MOW ? ' Instead of speaking, he looked upon ine' with great 
steadiness, fetched a deq> sigh, burst out into tears and 
prayers, and throwing himsdf along on the ground, fdl into 
floiore and more agony, till he roared aloud. I told him how 
great a«miier I had beeai but die mcnre I £^be, the more 
was he distressed. Wherefore John Denms /and I went 
to prayer for him : but his deliverance wtis not yet. Make 
him, O Lord, a greater champicm for thy truth, than ever he 
was against it. ' 

*' Mr. B. preached in his Close this afternoon, though in 
great bodily weakness. But when he is weakest, God so 
strengthens him, that it is surprising to what a distance his 
Toice reaches. I have heard Mr. Whitefield speak as loud, 
but not with such a continued, strong, unbroken tenor. 

^^ Monday !^, Mr. Kec^g and 1 walked to Barfbrd. I 
was relating there, how God had plucked such a Ixand as 
me out of the burning ; but my voice was quickly slopped 
by rejoicing : and I have often found, that nothing I can 
say, makes so much impression on myself or others, as thUf 
repeating my own c^nyersion. 

^^ The first time I saw Mr. B., was June 3, 1758 : but I 
scarcely thought of him again till June 7, as I was walking 
up to Luton-Down. There an awful sense of God's pre<« 
sence fell upon m^, and my voice grew louder and louder, 
in proportion to the joy of my soul, with a strong impulse, 
to pray for the success of Mr. B.'s labours ; and such a 
foresight did the Lord give me, of what he was bringing to 
pass through his ministry, that I was quite orerwhefaned 
for nearly an hour, till my voice was lost and only tean ic^ 
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mained* And, O ! how graciously has the God of truth ac- 
complished all those things ! With what delight hast thou' 
since enabled me to walk round the walls of thy Sion, to 
mark well her bulwarks, and count the towers thereof! " 

Wednesday, August 1, A few of usr spoke freely and 
largely to a brother who had been overtaken in a faulty and 
endeavoured to restore him in the spirit of meekness : and 
we werQ much comforted over him ; having great Iiope^ 
that God would restore his usefulness as well as his 
strength. 

Thursday S, I rode to Sheffield, and preached at one to 
SL large and quiet congregation. I was afterwards desired to 
visit Mr. Dodge, Curate of the new. Church, I found him 
on the brink of eternity, rejoicing in God his Saviour. 
Thence I went on to Rotherham, and talked with £ve men- 
and six women, (as I had done with many others before in 
various places ) who believe they are saved from sin. And 
this fact I believe, that they rejoice evermore^ pray with-' 
out ceasingy and in every thing give thanks : 1 believe, 
they feel nothing but love now* What they will do, I 
leave to God. 

Friday 3, I preached at Gainsborough, in Sir NevH 
Hickman's great Hall. It is fully as large as the Weavers* 
Hall in Bristol. At two it was filled with a rude, wild mul- 
tude, a few of a better spirit excepted. Yet all but two 
or three gentleinen were attentive, while I enforced our 
XiOrd's words, What shall it profit a many if he shall gain 
the whole worldy and lose his own soul? I was walking 
back through a gaping, staring crowd, when Sir Nevilcame 
and thanked me for my sermon, to the no small amazement 
of his neighbours, who shrunk back as if they had seen a 
ghost. Thence I rode to North-Scarle, the last Village in 
Lincolnshire, ten miles short of Newark. Here a great 
multitude assembled from various parts, most of them wholly 
unacquainted with the ways of God : indeed to such a de« 
gree, that though I spoke as plainly as I could on the first 
principles of religion^ yet it seemed very many imderstood 
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me Ob more, than if I had been talking Oieek. O what 
condition is the bulk of reformed Christimu in to this day I 

Saturday 4, As we took horse, the rain began, and ao- 
companied us till we alighted in the evening. . Sunday 5, 
between eight and nine, I reached Everton, fiuni and weaiy 
enough. During the prajreis, as abo during tile seanon 
and the administration of the Sacrament, a few penmis cried 
aloud : but it was not from sorrow or fear, but love imd 
joy. The same I observed in several parts of the aAemooo 
service. In the evening I preached in Mr. Hicks' Chnrch. 
Two or three persons fell to the ground, and were extremely 
convulsed ; but none cried out. One or two were filled 
with strong conscdation. 

Monday 6, I talked largely with Ann Thorn, and two 
others who had been several times in trances. What thej 
all agreed in was, 1, That when they weni ama^y as tkej 
termed it, it was always at die time they were fnUert of Ae 
love of God : 2, That it came upon them in a nuMnent, with- 
out any previous notice, and took away all- their senBeif 
and strei^h: 3, That there were etome exceptions; birt 
generally from that moment, they were in another world, 
knowing nothing of what was done or said, by any that 
were round about them. 

About five in the afternoon, I heard them nnging hymns. 
Soon after, Mr. B. came up, and told me, Alice Miller 
(fifteen years old ) was fallen into a trance. I went down 
immediately, and found her sitting on a stool and leaning 
against the wall, with her eyes open and fixed upward. 1 
made a motion as if going to strike ; but they continued im- 
movable. Her face shewed an unspeakable mixture of re^ 
verence and love, while silent tears stole down b^ cheeks. 
Her lips were a little open, and sometimes moved ; but not 
enough to cause any sound. I do not know whether I ever 
saw a human face look so beautiful. Sometimes it was co- 
vered with a smile, as frcnn joy mixed with love and re- 
verence : but the tears fell still, though not so fast Hef 
pulse was quite regular. In about half an hour I observed 
her countenance change into the form of fear, pity, and 
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disbresd. Thta she burst into a flood of tears, and cried put, 
*' Dear Lord i they will be all damned ! " Bat in about 
&Ye nlinutes her smiles returned, and only love and joy ap« 
peaxed in her face. About half an hour after six, I ob« 
served distress take pllice again ; and soon after she wept 
Mtteily, and cried out, ^^ Dear Lord^ they will go to hell ! 
The world will go to hell ! " Soon aifter, she said, " Cry 
aloud ! Spare not I " And in a few moments her look was 
coinpeised again, mid spoke a mixture of reverence, joy^^ 
and love. Then she said aloud, " Give God the glory.'* 
About seven her senses returned. I asked, ^^ Where have 
yo*i been ? " ^' I have been with my Saviour." In hea- 
ven, or on earth ? " "I cannot tell : but I was'in glory ! " 
^^ Why then did you cry ? " " Not for myself ; but for 
ihe world : for I saw they were on the brink of hell." 
<« Whom did you desire to give the glory to God ? '* " Mi- 
iibter9 that cry aloud to die world t ^^ they will be proud ; 
and then God will Iea?e them, and they will lose their owa 
acHils." 

I preached at eight cm, The TXiicked shall be turned into 
hellf and all the people that forget God, The whole con- 
giegatiiHDL were earnesdy attentive: but not above one or 
jtwo cried out ; and I did not observe any fliat fainted away, 
either then or in the mcnming. I have generally observed 
more or less of these outward symptoms, to attend the be- 
gltiiiing of a general work of God. So it was in New Eng- 
liind, Scotland, Holland, Ireland, and many parts of £Sng- 
land: but after a time they gradually decrease, and the 
^ojek goes on more quietly and silently. Those whom it 
pleases God to emj^oy in his work, onght to be quite pas- 
sive in this respect. They should choose nothing : bat 
Isave entirely to him, all the circumstances of his own 
irork* 

Taes&y 7, After preaching at four, (because of the har- 
vest) I took horse and rode easily to London. Indeed I 
wasted a little rest ; having rode, in seven months, above 
four and twenty l\uiidred miles . 

Dd S 
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Wednesday 8, Our Conference b^an, the time of whick 
was almost entirely employed, in examining whether the 
spirit and lives of our Preachers were suitable to their pro- 
fession. On Saturday in the aftemoMi, we condaded. 
Great was the unanimity and love that leigned among m. 
And if there were any who hoped or feared the cootnuy^ 
they were happily disappointed. 

Sunday 12, I was afraid to look forward to the work of 
the day, knowing my strength was not sufficient for it : Iwt 
God looked to that ; for though I was exceedingly weak at 
Snows'fields in the morning, I was stronger at noon : and 
after preaching in the afternoon in the fields^ and meetiag 
the Society, I felt no weakness at all. 

Monday 13, I took a little ride to Croydon, one of the 
seats of the Archbishops of Canterbury. Was it one of these 
who ordered many years ago ( for the characters are of old 
standing ) that dreadful inscription to be placed ov^ the 
Communion-Table ? And now ye Priests^ this command' 
ment is for you. If ye voill not hear^ and if ye zdUI not 
lay it to hearty to give glory unto my name^ saith theJLordy 
I mil even send a curse among you^ and I will curse yowr 
blessings. Yea^ 1 have cursed them already^ because ye 
do not lay it to heart. Behold^ I will corrupt your seedj 
and spread dung upon your faces j even the dung of your 
solemn feasts^ and one shall take you away with it. 

The Archbishop's palace is an ancient, venerable pUe, 
and the gardens are extremely pleasant. The late Arch- 
bishop had improved them at a large expense ; but continual 
illness prevented his enjoying them, till after four years con- 
stant pain, he was called away, one may hope, to the gar- 
den of God. 

I dined at Mr. B.'s, in Epsom, whose house and gardens 
lie in what was once a chalk-pit. It is the most elegant 
spot I ever saw with my eyes ; every thing within doors 
and without, being finished in the most exquisite taste. 
Surely nothing on earth can be more delightful. O what 
will the possessor /ee/, when he cries out, 
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** Mast I then leave thee, Paradise ? then leave 
These happy shades, and mansions fit for gods ? " 

Friday 17, I spent an hour pleasantly and profitably at 

— — 's. How gracious is God, who still preserves him 

vnconsumed in fire ! How plain, that with God all things 
are possible ; he can draw the sting either of wealth or 
death ! Sunday 19, I preached in the afternoon to a huge 
multitude in the fields, on Now God commandeth all men 
every where to repent. Monday 27, I rode to Bedford, 
and about six, preached on St. Peter 's-Green. None of 
the numerous congregation stood with. Ilieir heads covered, 
except the Germans. Blessed be God, that / have not 
so learned Christ ! If they know no better, I cannot help it. 
. Tuesday 3S, I rode on to Mr. Berridge's at Everton, and 
in the evening went to the Church, but unusually heavy, 
and hardly expecting to do any good there. I preached on 
those words in the Second Lesson, We know that we are of 
God. One sunk down, and another, and another. Some . 
cried aloud in agony of prayer. I would willingly have 
spent some time in pmyer with them : but my voice failed^ 
so that I was obliged to conclude the service, leaving many 
in the Church crying and prajdng, but unable either to 
walk or stand. One young man and one young woman 
were brought with difficulty to Mr. B.'s house, and conti- 
nued there in violent agonies both of body and soul* 
When I came into the room, the woman lay quiet, wrestling 
with God in silent prayer : . but even the bodily convulsions 
of the young man were amazing. The heavings of his 
breast were beyond description : I suppose, equal to the 
throes of a wcnnan in travel. We called upon God, to te^ 
lieve his soul and body. And both were perfectly healed. 
He rejoiced in God with joy unspeakable, and felt no pain, 
or weakness, or weariness. Presently after, the woman also 
was delivered, and arose rejoicing in Grod her Saviour. 
• Wednesday S9, I rode to Lakenheath, and spoke ex« 
ceedingly plain to an honest, drowsy people. Thursday 30, 
i preached at the Tabernacle in Norwich, to a large, rude, 
Boisy congregation. I took knowledge, what manner of 
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teachers they hod been acciutomed to, and detemdned to 
mend them or eurf them. Accordingly the next evenings 
afler sermon, I reminded them <tf two things i the ond,. Aat 
it was not decent, to begin talking ahrad as sbon as servi<» 
was ended, and hurrying to and fro, as in a bear-gaiden : 
the other, that it was a bad custom, to gather into knots jiut 
after sermon, and turn a place of woiship into a Coffees 
house. I therefore desired, that none would talk underfliat 
i;oof, bat go quiedy and siloitly away. And <m Sunday, 
September S, I had the pleasure to observe, that all wait as 
<juietly away, as if they had been accustomed to it for many 
years. 

. Monday 3, I imd the Society at five, and explained the 
natuns and use x>f Aieeting in a Class. Upon.epquiry I'femid, 
•W^ hate now about five hundred members : but a hundred 
and fifty of these do not pretend to meet at all. Of thos^ 
therefore, I make no account. They hang on but. 1^ a 
angle thread. 

Tuesday 4, I walked to Hemnal, nine miles finom Nor* 
wich, and preached at one o'clock. Thering4eadarcf11ie 
mob, camewith his horn, as usual, before I begun : but 
one quickly catched and threw away his horn, and in a few 
minutes he was deserted by all his compitnions, who were 
seriously and deeply attentive io the great truth, By grace 
ye are savedy through faith* 

Sunday 9, I met the Society at seven, and told them in 
plain t^rms, that they were the most ignorant, self^conceited^ 
self-willed, fickle, untractable, disorderly, disjointed So« 
ciety, that I' knew in the three kingdoms: andGrod ap* 
pfied'itto their hearts ; so that -many were profited, but I 
do not find, that one was ofiended. . 

At ten we had another happy opportunity, and many 
stubborn hearts were melted down. At two tiie great con- 
gregation met, and the power of God was again present to 
heal : though not so eminently as at five, while I was de- 
scribing the peace that passe*h all understanding. After 
preachiog I was desired to spend an hour with some whom I 
supposed to be of our own Society : but I soon found my 
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mistake ; sensim medios delapsus in hoHes. One in pairiictt^ 
lar, warmly told me, -'' She could not like mine oip Mr* 
Mnrlin's doctrine : it always threw her into heayiness^ bal 
ia dear Mr. Cudworth's she could find comfort." I de^ 
sired we might pmy. God quickly answered for hhnsdtfl 
Her heart was broken in pieces. She was -filled with love^ 
and grief, and shame ;. but could cmly tell it by her ^es 
and her tears; 

\ About this time I reoetved a remarkable letter from abroad^ 
m extract of which fdlowsx — 

" Berlin, August 26, 1759. 
: ^^ GOD has again wrought publicly in this place, in the 
presence of many thousands of pec^k. A soldier of the King's 
(Guards was sentenced to be hanged, for desertion and theft, v 
Qe was a wretch abandoned to i^ manner of wickediiess* 
Genetal Keith was much conoenied for his so^d. He ear* 
nesily desired me to take the chalrge of it, thou^ We isaw 
no prospect of s1icces($; I visited him the day he was con- 
demned, being Thursday. He seemed quite cai-dess and 
HHConcemed. I endea¥Our<kl to conyince him of sin ; but 
did not peiyc^iye any effect*. I b^^ of him not to dib^ 
/cdlve his own soul^ but. to consider the conditio^ he was im 
Op Friday,, this begah to sink into hia heart, and 'Oir 
Saturday, much moie. ^ Perceiying this^ I much insisted 
on those words. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of 
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world ta 
S0oe sinneri. Theefiect Was astimishii^. He laid hdid 
, Qn them by fidth^ and not only his bmden was gone^ but he 
had such experience of the lore of Christ, as it is impossible 
tadei9cribe. His peace, itrium^, and joy increasing erery 
hour, till the night before his executions and indeed were 
Btfyer more observable, than when he was jbiought out of 
]^on» In his way to die place of execution he praised 
God, .fer dragging hi», as it were, with: chains to heayen. 
< What ! said he, wiU God, after all nny hdlish actions^ 
giye meeternal life into the bargain ? ' The efficacy pf the 
Umdanddeath of Ohiist befaig made known to him by the 
WjAj Ghost,. he spoke of nothii^; hoi bis wedding-dnyt 
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which was to be this 13th of August. Every one that look- 
ed upon him was struck. Officers and all were moved. Be- 
ing entered into the ring, I once more prayed with him, 
and gave him the last blessing. But the very instant he was 
to be turned off, Colonel H. called out, ^ Pardon ! ' I was 
thunder-struck, and Mittelstadt protested, it was to him, 
like a ball shot through his body.: He fainted away^for 
some time. Being recovered, his first words were, ^ Why 
was I not rather hanged, or even crucified, than pardoned ? 
Why am I thus stopped in my course ? I should now have 
been with Christ ! ' I was myself more afraid of him now 
than ever : but the grace of God was strong in his soul ; 
and ever since it has continued the same. Yesterday I was 
informed by one who went on purpose to enquire, that hb 
whole employ during his confinement ( which is to continue 
six months) is reading, praying, and comfiirtiBg (bimsdf 
with the blood of Christ." ' « » 

Monday 10, We took horse at half an hour after fi)ur. 
Before eight it was as warm as it is usually at Mi<lsiimmer. 
And from ten we had . the sun in our fiices, all the way to 
Colchester: but we had the wind in our faces too, or the 
heat would have been insupportable. I was in a fever fiom 
the moment I came into the house : but it did not hinder me 
from preaching on the Green, and afterwards meeting the 
Society. I then lay down as soon as possible, but could not 
sleep a quarter of an hour, till between two or three in the 
morning. I do not know, that I have lost a night's sleep 
before, sick or well, since I was six years old : but it is all 
one ; God is able to give strength, either with sleep or with- 
out it. I rose at my usual time, and preached at five, with- 
out any faintness or drowsiness. 

Thursday 13, We set out between four and five, and rode 
to Dunmow, about four and twenty miles : but here we 
were at a full stop ; none could direct us any farther. So 
we were to cross the Country as well as we could. But 
whenever we were at a loss ( eight or ten times ) we met some 
one to help us out- So, about half an hour past one, we were 
tome within sixteen miles of Sundon. An honest blunderer 
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then undertook to direct us a nearer way. By his help 
•we wandered up and down, till our sixteen miles grew into 
six and twenty. However, we got to Sundon before seven, 
where a considerable number of people soon met : to whom 
I explained, ( what they seemed to know very little of ) the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Friday 14, I returned to London. Saturday 15, having 
left orders for the immediate repairing of West-street Chapel^ 
I went to see what they had done, and saw cause to praise 
God for this also. The main timbers were so rotten, that 
in many places one might thrust his fingers into them. So 
that, probably, had we delayed till Spring, the wh61e build- 
ing must have fallen to the ground. 

Monday 17, I went to Canterbury. Two hundred sol- 
diers, I suppose, and a whole row of officers, attended in the 
evening. Their ntimber was increased the next ^evening, 
and all behaved as men fearing God. Wedhiisday 19^ I 
preached at Dover, in the new room, which is'jusi; finished. 
Here also the hearers increase,' some of whom aref Convinced, 
and others comforted daily. '' Thursday 20, I stro&gly ap- 
plied at Canterbury,* to the soldiers in particular, 'jiSTe that 
hath the Son hath life^ and he t%at hath not the Son of 
God hath not life. The next day, in iny return to London, 
I read Mr. Huygen's " Conjectures on the Planetary 
World." He surprised me* ; 1 think he clearly proves^ 
that the mooii is not habitable t that there are neither 
" Kivers nor mountains on her spotty globe." * 

That there is no sea, no water on her surface, nor any atmos- 
phere. And hence he very rationally infers, that " neither 
are any of the secondary planets inhabited." And who can 
prove that the primary are ? . I knoWj the earth is. Of the 
rest I know nothing. 

Sunday S3, Avast majority of the immense congregation, 
in Moorfiqjds were deeply serious. One such hour, might 
convince any^ impartial man, of the expediency . of field- 
preaching. What building, except St. PauFs Churchy 
would contain such a congregation ? And if it woiild^ what 
human voic^i could have reached them there ? By repeated 
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cteervfrilons I find, I eaa command thrice the number in the 
cqpea air, tbaft I can under a roof. And who can say, 
the time £at fidd^pieaching is over, while, 1, Greater num- 
If&tB thaQ eyer atond t S, The converting, as well as con^ 
'fjuciny pow^ <tf Gpd, is eminently present with them ? 

Monday !^, I preached about eight at Brentford, and in 
the evening at Basingstoke, to a people dow of hearty and 
dull of understanding. Tuesday 25, I (Nneached in the new^ 
liouse at Whitchurch, and at Salisbury in the evenings 
The new room there is, I think, the most complete in £ng«. 
Ifuid. It strikes eyary one of any taste that sees it : not with 
apy single part, but an inexpressible sovnethimg in the whole. 
The militia from Hampshire being in town^ a large number 
of them were at the preaching: but it was as music to a 
horse : such brutish behaviour have I seldom seen. The 
nextevei^ing, they behaved, if possible, wcnrse tiian before. 
l)[owever, many of them^ I bdieve, were stnick. For they 
came agaiii.ia the morning^., and then appeared to be of 
quite anoth^i^^pirit, eurnesfly attending to what was spoken. 
ThuKsdajr 97) I had appointed to preach at s^en in the 
evmog at Bradford : but when I came, 1 found Mr. Hart 
was to preach at six. So I delayed, till the Church-service 
was ended; that there might not appear, (at least on my 
part) even the shadow of opposition between us. 

Friday SB, I reached Bristol. Sunday 30,. the weather 
being &ir and calm, I preached in the new square, for the 
sake of many people, who do not choose to come to the 
Room. My text was. Him that cometh unto mcy I zmll 
in no wise cast out^ I believe, many found desires of com- 
ing to him. O that they may be brought to good effect ! 

Monday, October 1, All my leisure time, during my stay 
at Bristol, I employed in finishing the fourth volume of 
Discourses; probably the last which I shall publish. 
Monday 15, I walked up to Knowle, a mile from Bristol^ 
to see tiie French prisoners. Above eleven hundred of them, 
we were informed, were confined in that little place : with- 
out any thing to lie on, but a little dirty straw, or any thing 
to cover them, , but a few foul thin rags, either by day or 

8 
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iMglit, SO that tUey dTed, like roiten sheep. I ivas m^idi iaf« 
fected, and pleached in the evening on Exod* x*xiii. 9^ 
^hou shtdt not oppress a stranger^ seeing ye were strmngers 
m the land of Egypt. Eighteen pounds Tvere ccnstribuled 
immediately, which -were made iqp fonr and twenty the 
next day. With this we bought linen and woolleii doth, 
which were made up into shirts, waistcoats, and breeches. 
Some doaten of stockings wate added; aH which were care* 
fidy dbtribttted, where there vr^ the greatest want. Pre- 
sently after, the Corporation of Bristol sent a large quantity 
of mattresses and blankets; and it was not long before 
<»nlributions were set on foot, at London, and in yariouii 
parts of the kingdom: so that 1 believe, ftom thi% time, 
they were pretty well provided with all the necessaries of 
Kfe. 

M(mday 23, I left Bristol, and having preached »t Shep« 
tmi, Coleford, Frome, and Salisbury lit my way, on 
Thursday ,£5, I determined to try, if! could do any good . 
at Andover. The congregation at ten in the moming tntt 
^Dlall; in the evening thdr number was iticifeased, and I 
Aink some ofthem went away, ciyii^ out,iff(>if, bem^H^ 
Jiil^to me asmner! .}■.'■■ r 

Friday S6, I rode to Baso^stoke^ I was ^xtfeiABly 
tired when I oame in, but muoh less so after preaching. I 
flien seut to enquire, if tliere wefp a vacant fflace in any of 
the coaches which wer^ going tp London the next day. ' 
But they wereall fiiU: and I bad promised to send back 
my mare to Briustpl. The qnly way thaft remained was, to 
take Joseph Jones's horse, and let him ride behind one of *the 
coaches. So I ordered the horse to be broughtsoon after 
Ipur in the moming, and was waiting for. the coach, when 
aVpost-chaise drove by. I rode doge after i^ thoi^h it 
waa.0O dark, I could not see my horse*£k b^ad; butil CDulil 
hear, which was ^lough. About day*break^ it dxtpr$ 
away.; but; then I cpul4 ftise tbefOAd* It ravvsd irithoaf 
intermission, from the time I to<A hcrse, until I cifme to 
ftk^vFouadery : . so that I waB wet thsoi^ a great fMlrt'of the 
day: butiit ^m^Bobfu^ataUt ^ 
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Sunday S8, 1 found the ancient spirit in the coi^regation, 
both at Spital'fields and the Fonndeiy. Tuesday 90, I 
preached at Depf ford, and rejoiced to find an increasing 
work there also. Wednesday and Thursday I spent in 
revising and perfecting a Treatise on Electricity. Friday, 
November 9, I spent an hour with that miracle of mercy, 
Miss : a clear proof, that God can, even without ex- 
ternal means, preserve a bush in the midst of the fiie. 

Sunday 4, As I was applying those words, They neither 
marry y nor are gipen in marriage : for neither can they 
die any more: for iH^ey are equal to angels: — tfie power 
of God fell upon the "^ngr^ation, in a v«ry uncommon 
manner. How seasonabI\( O, how does God sweeten what- 
ever cross we bear for his; ^ke ! 

Monday 12, I talked witkJT— — D , a gentleman's 

coachman, an uncommon monument of marcy. Last year 
he was a violent persecutor of the truth, and of his wife 
for (he sake of it ; but, the seccmd or third time he heard 
for himself, he was thoroughly convinced. . Soon after, he 
entered into the Society, slnd in six weeks found peace with 
God. Yet his natural tempers quickly revived, which 
made him restless after a thorough change. In Spring this 
restlessness so increased, that he was crying to God day 
and night, till on Sunday, May 27, he was utterly broken 
in pieces, and ready to cast away the hope of it. But 
just as he received the bread in the Lord*s-Supper, the 
love of God filled his heart; and from that moment he had 
no doubt, but continued always rejoicing, always praying 
and praising God. 

Saturday 17, I spent an hour agreeably and profitably 

with Lady G H— , and Sir C- H ■. It is 

well a few of the rich and noble are called. O, that God 
would increase their number ! But I should rejoice (were 
it the will of God) if it were done by the ministry of others. 
If 1 might choose, I should still (as I have done hitherto) 
preach the Gospel to the poor. 

Monday 19, I spent an hour with Mr. B , who 

has escaped from Guadaloujpe, as with the skin of his teeth. 



KOV. 1759.] REV. JOHN WESLETV JOURNAL. 413 

He informed me that all the water thej had in the voyage, 
stunk intolerably ; that the biscuit was full of maggots, and 
the beef mere carrion, so that none could bear to stand near 
a cask when it was. opened. What wonder that the poor 
men died in troops ! Who shall answer for their blood ? 

Tuesday 33, I took horse between six and seven, in one 
of the coldest mornings I ever remember. We reached 
St. Alban's without much difficulty; but then the roads 
were all covered with snow. However, there was a beaten 
path, though slippery enough, till we turned into the bye- 
road to Sundon. What we could have done there, I can- 
not tell, for the snow lay deeper and deeper, had not a 
waggon gone a while before us, and marked the way for 
six miles, to Mr. Cole's gate. 

Friday 33, The roads were so extremely slippery, it w£^s 
with much difficulty we reached Bedford. We had a 
pretty large congregation ; but the s^jpch from the swine 
under the room was scarcely su^pportable. Was ever a 
preaching-place over a hog-stye before ? Surely they love 
the Gospel, who come to hear it in such a place ! Satur^ 
day 34, we rode to Everton; Mr. Berridge being gone to 
preach before the University at Cambridge. Many people 
came to his house in the evening, and it was a season of 
great refrieshnient. 

Saturday 35, I was a little afraid my strength would not 
suffice for reading prayers, and preaching, and adminis* 
triiig the Lord's-Supper alone, to a large number of com- 
municants : but all was well. Mr. Hicks began his owti 
service early, and came before I had ended my sermon. 
So w& finished the whole before two, and I had time to 
breathe before the evening service. In the afternoon God 
was eminently present with us, though rather to comfort 
than convince. But I observed a remarkable difference 
since I was here before, as. to the manner of the work. 
None now .were ih. trances, none cried out, none fell down 
or were . convulsed ; only some trembled exceedingly: a 
low murmur was heard ; and many were refreshed with the 
^ultitudeof peace. . 
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. The danger was to legaid extradrdinAiy ciicumstanoes 
too much, such as outcrieB, conyulsioiiS) yisioiis, trances, 
as if these were essential to the inward y^eAy so that it 
could not go on without them i periiiq^M the dang^ isy to 
r^afd them too little, to eondemih them altogether, to 
imagine, they had nothing of God in them, and wane an 
hindrance to his work* Whereas, the truth is, 1, God 
suddenly and strcmgly convinced many that they were loil 
sinners ; the natural consequ^ice whareof were sudden out- 
cries and strong bodily conyulsiona: 2, To strengthen and: 
encourage them that believed, and to make his work more 
appaient, he &youred several of th?m with diviae dteams^ 
others with tnmces and visions s 3, In iNiroe of these instan- 
ces, after a time, nature mixed with gntce : 4^ Satan like* 
wise muBicked this work of God, in order to discredit the 
whole work; a^d yet, it is not wise to give up this pitft, 
any more than to give up the wh(de. At first it was doubt-^ 
less wholly from God : it is partly so at this day : and he 
wiU enable us to discexn, how fisur, in every oas^ the woric 
is pure, und whore it mixes, or degenerates* 

Let us even suppose, that in some few cases, there was a 
mixture of dis^mulation : that persons pretended to see (h: 
feel what they did not, and imitated the cries or convulsiTC 
motions of those who were really overpowered by the ^irit 
of God: yet^ even this should not make us either deny or 
undervalue the real work of the Spirit. The shadow is no 
dispan^ement of the substance, nor the counterfeit of the 
real diamond, 

. We may further suppose, that Satan will make these 
visions an occasion of pride. But what can be inferred 
from hence ? Nothing, but that we should guard againsl 
it: that we should diligently exhort all to be Httle ia 
their own eyes, knowing that nothing avails with God but 
humble love. But still, to slight or censure visions in 
general, would be both irrational and unchristian. 

Monday 26, In the evening I preached in Mr. Hicks' 
Church, at Wrestlingworth, and at ten the next morning. 
The people were deeply attentive; but none were so af- 
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affiscted, as Mrbeti I was lieve hat. In ike evening Mr. B« 
returned from preaching before the University. In the midst 
of the sermoii, (be infoimed me,) one permi cried, out 
aloud ; but was silent in a few moments. Seventl dropped 
down, but made no noise : and the whole congregaitioDi 
joung and old, behaved with serkiasnesis. - God is strong, as 
well as wise. Who km>ws what work he may ba/ve to do 
here also ? 

Wednesday S8, I returned to London^ and on ThunK 
day the S9th, the day appointed for a General Thaiiksgtv<» 
kig, I preached agwi in the Chapel near the Seven-Dials, 
both morning and afteriioon. I believe the oldest mm in 
Englmid has not seen a Thanksgiving-day so observed be« 
fore. It had the s(^mnity of the General Fast. All the 
' shops were shut up. The people in the streets appeased^ 
one and all, with axi: air of seriousness. The prayers, les^ 
sons, smd whole public service, were admirably suited le^ 
the occasion. The prayer for our enen^es, .i^ pa!rticuhir> 
was extremely striking ; perhaips it is the first instance of, 
^e kind in Europe. Th^re Was no noise, hurry, bon-fires, 
fire-works in tte evening : and no public diversions. This 
is indeed a Christian holy-day, a rejoicing imio the 
Lord! The next day came the news, that Sir Eilwarift^ 
Hawke had dispersed the Fr^icb fleet. 

Sunday, December 9, I had, for the first tkne, a Love* 
feast for the whole Society. Wednesday 12, I began read^ 
mg over the Greek Tes^unent and the Notes, with my bro- 
ther and sevend others, earefuHy comparing the Translation 
with the Original, and correcting or ^larging the Notes, as 
we saw oceaskm. The same day I spent part of the after- 
noon in the British Museun^. There is a large Library, a 
great number of curious manuscripts, many uncommon 
monuments of antiquity, and the whole collection in sbrib, 
butterffies, beetles, grasshoppers, &c. whicli the indefitti- 
gable Sir Hans Sloane, with such vast expense and laboiff, 
procured in a life of fourdeoi years I 

Friday 14, 1 was at a Christian weddii^, to«: which wei^e 
iiivited only two or three relations, and five Clergyman, 
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who spent part of the aflemoon in a maimer suitable to the 
solemn occasion. 

Wednesday 19, I was desired io read over a Chancery 
bill. The occasion of it was this, '' A. B. tells C. D., that 
one who owed him thirty pounds wanted to borrow thirty 
more, and asked, whether bethought the eighth part of 
such a ship, then at sea, was sufficient security. He said^ 
he thought it was. On this, A. B. lent the money. The 
ship came home : but through various accidents, the eighth 
part yidded only twenty pounds. A. B. on this com- 
menced a suit, to make C. D. pay him the residue of his 
money." This worthy story is told in no less than a hun- 
dred and ten sheets of paper ! C. D. answers, ^^ He ad- 
vised to the best of his judgment ; not forseeing those acci- 
dents whereby the share which cost two hundred pounds, 
yielded no more than twenty." This answer brought on 
fifteen sheets of exceptions, all which a quarter of a sheet 
might have contained 1 I desired the plaintiff {uid defendant 
to meet the next day, both of whom were willing to stand to 
arbitration. And they readily agreed, that C. D. should 
pay half his own costs, and A. B. the rest of the expense. 

Friday 21, I enquired into the particulars of a very re- 
markable story. A ship laden with wheat, and having no 
other ballast, about one in the morning, on Sunday, No- 
vember 18, the wind blowing hard, shifted her cargo, and 
in half an hour sunk. Mr. Austin, the Mate, leaped off her 
side, as she sunk, and being an excellent swimmer, kept 
above water, till he saw something floating toward him, 
which proved to be the capstern of the ship. He got upon 
it, and although washed off several times, yet still recovered 
his seat, and floated all day and all the following night. 
But on Monday morning, he was quite exhausted, and faint 
almost to, death with thirst, having swallowed abundance 
of salt-water. In this extremity he saw some apples float- 
ing towards him. He took up three, eat them, and wa» 
much strengthened. About noon Admiral Saunders's fleet 
came in sight, one of whose ships saw and took him up. 
He could not stand; but being blooded, and put into a 
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wann bed^ and ^ed with small^broth, a spoonfiil or two- ai at 
lime, he recovered strength ajmce, and in a few days wai> 
as ^ell as ever. 

SatUriJay 2S\ I t^ent to dolchester, and^ on Sunday 23, 
{nreached in tfaeiheU of tlie new house. It is twelve squan^ 
and is th^ best Ibiiilding 01^ the siie for thb voice that I knoW^ 
in Engliind. Monday 24^ ^iire.diidt not sd olittiH aiftelrseV^'^' 
int^idin^'to ride about forty ttkili^ t btii cdmirig to Sich(»le-' 
Inn b^Mre ihrbe, We pilshed on,, and befixe* seven' came 4safe^ 
to Noi^oh. •'• Thursday 27, I b%an visiting the Societrfi 
and found the ^i^eater part much Changed Aom what they^ 
werie a ^ear ago. They are; indeed fewj^r- in uUmbei', Imt 
are now of a teacl^able spirit, willing to be advk^d, ot etm 
teptovei. And if two hundred of this spirit remain, they 
are woitii all oHif labout. '— ' ' '^' 

Tuesday, January 1, 1760, We began the. service^ at 
four in the morning. A great number attended, and God 
was in the mid^t, strengthening and refreshing their souls. 
Thursdays, in the evening, while I was enforcing thosci 
awfiil Words of the Prophet, <7%e harvest U past j the sum^ 
meir is erided^ arid we tre not saved : a young woman, who 
had contained heitelf as long as she could, sunk down, and 
cried aloud. I found this was a new thing- in Norwich^ 
the women about her got water and hartshorn in abundance ^ 
but all' would liot do. When the service was ended^ I asked 
her, « Whi^ dd yoii Wabl f '" She iinmediately replied^ 
"Nothiiig but Christ.'* And indeed^ what Physician be- 
side him, is able to heal that sickness ? 

Friday 4, 1 preached alyout one at Fomcett, to a much 
milder people than I left there : and in the evening at Ken* 
hinghall,' wh^the Antinotnittns have laboured hard in the 
devil's service. Yet all are not lost^ A few are still left, 
who walk not after the Jleshy but after the Spirits Sa» 
turday 5^ 1 preached in the evening at Colchc^r, and on 
Sund^6, rode toLangham, seven miles from thence, in such 
a day as I have seldom known « the North-east wind was sor 
exceedingly keen, and drove the sleet fuU in our &ces : bul 
' roh. in. s e 
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this did' not discourage the people, i¥ho flocked frpm all 
quarters. Aod .those who took such pains to come, were 
not sent empty away. 

/Monday 7, F r^urned to London, and finished on the 
i^oad the celebrated Telemachus. Certainly it is written with 
admirable sense. But is it without fault? Is there not 
ajbundantly too much machbiery 7 Are not the. gods. (such, as 
they are) continually ' iiitroduced without why or where- 
fpre? And is not the work spun out too Ipng ? Drawn into 
ipere; French wire ? .Would not. twelve books hs^ve contain- 
ed all the matter, much better than four and twenty ? 

Supday 13, ; I preached again in West-street Chapel, 
now enlarged and thoroughly repaired. When I took this 
eighteen years ago, I little thought the world would have 
borne with us till now. But the right-hand of the Lord 
hath the pre-eminence. Therefore we endure unto this 
day. . 

Wednesday 16, One came to me, as she said, with a 
piessage from the Lord, to tell me, I ^ was laying up trea- 
sures on earth, taking my ease, and minding only my eat- 
ing and drinking. I told her, God knew me better. 
And if he had sent her, he would have sent her with a more 
proper message*" 

. Friday 18, I desired those who believed they were saved 
from sin, ( sixteen in number) to meet me at noon ; to whom 
I gave such cautions and instru9tions as I judged needful. 
Nor did any of these pretend to be above maa's teaching, 
but received it with all thankfulness. 
, Thursday 24, I rode to Brentford, where, after a stop of 
ten or twelve years, the work of God is broken out afresh. I 
preached in a large place newly fitted up. It was supposed 
there would be much disturbance, as a considerable. numoer 
pf rude, boisterous people, were gathered together for that 
purpose : but God over-ruled, and they all calmly and si- 
lently attended to his word. Surely the times and seasons 
of sending his word efiectually to any place, God hath rc- 
serced in his own power. 

Monday 28, I began visiting the Classes in London, and 



FfiB. 1760.] REV. JOHN Wesley's journal. 419 

that ifitlit niore exactness than ever before. After going thro' 
them, I found the Society now contained about two thou- 
sand, three hundred, and fifty members : few of whom we 
could discern to be triflers ; but none, we hope, live in any 
wQful sin. " i 

• Tuesday, February 5, I baptized a gentlewoman at the 
Foundery, and the peace she immediately found, was a fresh 
proof, that the outward sign duly received, is always ac-^ 
oompanied with the inward grace. Tuesday 12, after, 
preaching at Deptford, I rode on to Welling, ; where I re- 
ceived (what few expected) an exceedingly comfortable ac-. 
count of the death of Mr. Mason of Bexley. For many 
years .he seemed to be utterly senseless ; neither justified^ 
Qor even convinced of sin : but in his last sickness, the God. 
that heareth prayer, broke in upi>n his soul. And the neai^^ 
death came, the more did he rejoice, to the astonishment of 
all that saw him. 

Satiirday 16, I spent an hour in the evening with a little 
company, at Mr. — ^— 's. - I have not known so solemn an 
hour for a long season,' nor so profitable to my own soul. ; 
Mysterious Providence ! Why jtm I cut oflT from those op- 
p<»rtuiiities, which of all others I most want? .Especially, 
considering the benefit I might impart , as welt ^s that which- 
I might receive : {seeing they stand in as much need of light j 
sts 1 do o( heat. , ». 

. About this time, we had a remarkable account from York- 
shire* - *^ On Friday 13, about thirty persons, were met, 
together in Otley, a town about twelve miles from Leeds^ 
about eight o'clock in the evening, in order, as usual, to 
pray, sing hymns, and provoke one another to love and 
good works. After prayer was ended, when they pro- 
ceeded to speak of the several states of their souls, some 
with deep sighs and groans, complained of the burden 
they felt, for the remains of indwelling sin; seeing in a 
clearer light than ever before, ,the necessity of a deliver- 
ance from it, J 

^* When they had spent the usual time together^ a few 
* EC 8 
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went to their oim houses : but the rest remained upon their 
knees, ^oaning for the great and preddUs promiaes df (Sodj 
One beii^ desired to {Hray, he no sooner liegan ioiiff up his 
voice to Gbd, than the H0I7 Gho^made' intereesiiLOB in 
aU that were present, with groanings that could not hie iit«^ 
tei^. At length the travail of their souls lurstiratioto 
loud and ardent cries. They had no doubt of the iovoor of 
6od) bat they^ could not rest, while- there was any fliipg in 
them contrary to his nature. One cried oul^ in ab exceed-) 
ingly great agony, ^ Lord, ddivet me from iny siniiA na*; 
ture ; ' then a second, a third, and a fourth. And while the 
person who prayed first, was calling upon Grdd in thoK^ 
words, ^ Thoii God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, hear 
usf for the sake of thy Son Jesus,* one was heasd to say, 
^Blessed be the Lord God for ever, for he hath* cleansed: 
my heart. Praise the Lordf O my sool^ and. ail thai is 
within me praise his holy name.' Another said, f I hold, 
diee with a treiabling' hand, biit will not fettheego: ' and 
in a little time,cried out, ^- Praise the^Lwdwitkinf ; for he 
hilth cleansed fiiy heart from sin.' Another cried^ ^ I am 
hanging over the pit ofhell, by a slender thread;' a se«. 
cond, with loud and dismal shrieks, < I am in hell : O save 
me, save me : ' while a third said, mth a far differei^ voice, 
^'Blessed be the Lord, for he bath pardoned all my sins.' 
Thus they continued for the space of two hours, some 
praising and magnifying God ; slome crjring to him for par- 
don or purity of heart, with the greatest agony of spirit. 
Before they parted, three believed God had fulfilled his' 
word, and cleansed them from all unrighteou^ess. 

^^ The next evening they met again ; aid the Lord> waa 
again present to heal the broken in heart. One received r&* 
mission of sins, and three more believed God had cleansed 
them from all sin. And it is observable, these are all poor, 
illiterate creatures, of all others most incapable of coonter-' 
feiting, and most unlikely to attempt it': but when hiiioord 
goeih forihy ii greet h light and understandittg to the 
simple.*^ • *' 

Friday 29, A great number of us waited upon God, at 



five, at nine^ smd at one, with fastiqg.and prayer : and at 
six i||4be ev^pingy we met at the Church in Spital-fields^ to 
fen^w our Goyen^ with (jrod« It was a blessed time. The 
|¥indows of .h^ven.were open, and the skies poured down 
righteousness^ 

Moi^day^ March 3, I left; London. It rained gre^t part 
<of the day.; b^t so gently, that we were not wet thro', when 
)BboUt setven we caone to Toyvcester. One person we fo^nd 
bete, whos6 soul God keeps aliv(3, though he has scarcely 
any in the town to converse with. Perhaps, he is an earnei^t 
of jtk pepple that shall be bom here, and counted to the Lord 
for a generation. 

7uesd$iy 4, We came to Birmingham, where I re-joined 
^veral who had been long separated from their brethren, 
jmd left upwards of fifty resolved to.stand together ki the 
-^pod old path. I^ the evening I preached in the new 
house at Wednesbury : few congregations exceed this, either 
/in pumber or seriou^esfr. At five in the morning the con*- 
^gre^atioH far exceeded the morning congregation at the 
iFoundery. Indeed hunger after the word has been, from 
<the beginning, the distingiiishing mark of this people. 
; Thursday 6^ I talked largely with M ; S. and Elizabeth 
*Longmore; the substance of what M. S. said, was as 
follows: — 

"I was bom, Api^il 8, 1736. My Father died when I 

• was between four and five, my mother, when I was about 

eleven years old. I had little thought about religion, and 

. seldom so much as went to Church ; but I had, even then, 

< m^tny troubles, which made me sometimes think of God, 

^and cry to him for help. When I was about seventeen, I 

was asked, one Sunday, to go and see a pit, which was on 

fire and blazed out. It was near the house where Mr. James 

, JoneS' was then preaching. I was standing near the house, 

when my brother persuaded me to go in. I liked what I 

{heard ; but it was above a year before I knew myself to be a 

lost sinner. For three weeks I was in deep distress, which 

^made me cry to God day and night. I had comfort once 

or twice, but I checked it, being afiraid of deceiving my* 
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self: till, as Mr. Johnson was preaching one morning ai 
five o'clock in Darlaston, my soul was so filled with the 
lore of God, that I had much ado to help crying out. I 
could only say, ^Why mcj Lord? why me.** When I 
came home I was exceedingly weak, having also a great 
pain in my head : but all was sweet ; I did not wish it to be 
otherwise. I was happy in God all the day long : and so 
I was for several days. From this time I never committed 
any known sin, nor even lost the love of God : though I 
found abundance of temptations and many severe s^ni^Ies. 
Yet I was more than conqueror over all, and found them 
easier and easier. 

" About Christmas, 1758, I was deeply convinced there 
was a greater salvation than I had attained. The more I saw 
of this, and the more I prayed for it, the happier I was : 
and my desires and hopes were continually increasing, for 
above a year. 

" On January SO, 1760, Mr. Fugill talked with one who 
thought she had received tliat blessing. As she spoke, my 
heart burned within me, and my desire was enlarged beyond 
expression. I said to him, ^ O Sir, when shall I be able io 
ssLy as she says ? ' He answered, ^ Perhaps to-night.* I 
said, ' Nay, I am not earnest enough.' He replied, * That 
thought may keep you from it.' I felt God was able and 
willing to give it then^ and was unspeakably happy. In 
the evening as he was preaching, my heart was full, and 
more and more so, till I could contain no more. I wanted 
only to be alone, that I might pour out niy soul before God : 
and wlien I came home, I could do nothing but praise and 
give him thanks. From that moment I have felt nothirig but 
love in my heart ; no sin of any kind : and I trust I shall 
never sin any more, nor any more offend God. I never find 
any cloud betjveen God and me. I walk in the light conti- 
nually. I do rejoice evermore^ and pray without ceasing. 
I have no desire, but to do and suffer the will of God : I 
aim at nothing but to please him. I am careful for nothing, 
but in all things make itiy requests known to him with thanks- 
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giving. And I have a continual witness in myself, that 
whatever I do, I do it to his gliry.** • 

Elizabeth Longmore said, " I was bom in 1730. My 
mother died in child-b^ of me ; my father, when I was a 
year or two old. So I was brought up by the parish, and 
taught nothing, not so much as to read. About eleven 
years old, I was put out parish-apprentice, to a man audi 
woman who used me very harshly. I wanted much to learn 
to read; but they would not spare the time. I was about 
fourteen, when I heard Mr. J. W. preach at the Cross in 
Wednesbury. I immediately believed it was the right way, 
and begun to be very uneasy. I often wished I had died 
with my father or mother, fearing I should never be saved : 
but my convictions wore away by degrees ; though still I 
could not rest. About twenty I was married. My husband 
had sometimes heard the preaching, but not lately. Soon 
after, he began again, going with me constantly. I was now 
more and more convinced, that I was a guilty, undone sin- 
ner. I cried to God day and night, laying down my work 
many times in a day. 

" On Holy-Thursday, 1756, I was sadly afraid of going 
to the Sacrament. However, I broke through and went. 
At the Lord's-table, I foimd such a love as I cannot express. 
As soon as I came back, I went up into my chamber, and 
kneeled down to prayer. In praying I heard a voice saying. 
Go in peace ; thy sins are forgiven thee. My soul sunk 
into nothing before God, and was filled with humble love. 
I loved God and all mankind, and thought no tempt^tioA 
could ever shake me more : but in a few days, being low 
and weak in body, I found hard thoughts of God. Yet I 
could'nbt give up my cbnfidence that my sins were forgiven. 
Nor do Irknow that I ever conmlitted any wilful sin, after I 
was justified. About a year and a half ago Mr. FugHl came. 
One evening while he was preaching, I was convinced that 
my heart was still Uesperiately wicked, and needed to be 
wholly renewed. This made me sometunes afraid- to die, 
lest I should be called before that change was wrought 2 but 
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I had stOl a hope at tbe bottcmiy and nevtf ^o«]d dcyqbl but 
that God was my God;. In. the mean ifhjle my dcBiie 
tQ be wholly Teaewed^ inciea^ cowtinwally : and I was 
^(wery day and etefy hour jfrayiAg fiar it, ^wlMterer I was 
^bout. When my hopes pffevailed, I was ha|^y s. what 
py ftaiB, Ij was <quite .cast down. Being conTiiioed, how 
little I loved God, I was gdeyed and ashamed b^^ him. 
I <( Qn Friday, January 85^ I took no fiMMl till. the afiei- 
Bopn, thongli I .had a child at my breast. I W9S.BUich 
lempted to think I should never attain, and . was^ qiu^ an* 
^asy : - but the next morning my mieaaness va^ gQOBj and I 
calmly waited for what I believed God wook) sooq give. In 
the evening I went to the pfeaching, with a full esqiectatkai 
iliat he would meet me there : andso he did. As aoon ^ Mr. 
Fugill begaa to speak, I felt my soid was all lQve« . I wasso 
stayed on God as I never felt before, and knew that { loved 
him with all my heart. When I came home, I oooUl-aak 
for nothing : t oould only give thaidLS. And the witness, 
(h^^God Jbad saved me tom all my sins, grew clesi^f ey:ery 
hour. 

' ^^ On Wednesday this was stronger than ever. I have 
never since found my heart wander from God. Whoi I 
have business to do, I just take a thought and do it ; and 
it is gone, and my heart is with the Lord. I oftqn, in a 
day, bow my knee to God : but my heart prays continually. 
He is never out of my thoughts : I see him always; altho' 
most, at preaching, and in my Band and Class^ But I do 
not only see bim : I feel him too, so as I cannot ^xpiess. 
And the more I see and feel of God, the more I fed I am 
nothing. When I sleepj I sleep as in the anns of Jesus ; 
and when I wake, my soul is full of praise, and it is as if 
all the angels were in the room round, about me, piaisiilg 
God. I never find any heaviness or coldness :. and when I 
must go among the people of the world, God is a||.much with 
me as befinre, andl long for their salvation, so as i^o tqngue 
can tell. I am carefiil of every word I speai^ and. ^eiy 
look and thought. I search my heart ^igamand, agajii; 
and I can find nothing but love there. Indeed I know, if 
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God left me a moqient; L should £iU. But I trust*. he vill 

never leave ijpie nor fon(ake .me^' 

I observe, the spirit and experience of these two, run 
Macitlj.^mtallel.i Constant co^]^wdqnyfith God tk^ 
aiid the Sotiy^h their hearty with hjunri^le Jate^ Now thj^.ii 
what I always did^ and do how mean hy perfection., ,AnA 
this J believe many havte attained, on the same evi^cince thajlf 
I believe many are jtistified. May God increaseth^ir niiml^eK 
a thousand-fc^d ! 

Friday 7, 1 rode over to Dudley, formerly a dei^ of lipna* 
I w^ constrained to pr^ch. $,broad : but no oi^ op^iod l^^ 
mouth, unless to ptay or praise God»- I believe Ui^ steady; 
behaviour of die Society, -hati m^e an impression on moit 
of the town. i 

. Saturday .8, I wa^ surprised at coming into Wplvor*^ 
hampton, which is what ^dudley was, to find the peppj^ $0 
still ! maiiy gaping and stsping; but nwe speakii^g ^n niicivil 
word. ^^;Ah!" daid a well-meaning man,-^^ w^ ;^I^aU not 
find thein so civil by and bye." I wish these croakers Vfoviii 
leam to bold their pe^e : I desire to bear no jprpjiAe^^ (^ 
mU What do they do, but weaken the h^ds bo|h pf 
preachers and p^ple, and transfer liieir own cowardjiqs in^ 
bthers? But.t^is {^ropjiet of .^^ W[a8 a, ialjse.prpidiet ^/s 
for neithear while I was prea^^i^gj^Qor a^r I J^i4 4oQe^ 414 
any one oflfef the least rudenesst whatsoever ;: ' £MP^ m^ rode ^ 
quietly out of- tl^e town^ as we. could hav^ done joutc^ 
Londoii or JBiristpL 

' Hence we w^t on: to Bor&l^nii peai; N^castle-under^Line^ 
a scattered town^on the. top Of 4 i^Ul^ inhabited aliqost entiireljr 
by potterik,:af niullatude of iirbom, assembled at \fiv^ vo.S^ 
evinfing. : Deep attention sat .<m ev^ &ce, thongli^ ^f yet» 
aCGKim|ianiiBd with deep ignoraape: bat if the heart W 
iowaifd God, hef will> in due time, enlighten the under-* 
Btanding. ._ , , 

. Sxmday 3, ;l! prevailed M e^ht, to p$;a|rly (Ipuble the numbei^ 
tlumgh fickroely ball as ma^y 'as papi^e at . ^ye i^ ihe ^yeningv 
-Some af^th^e ieenied qniM^ inoDcent'ol^i^pght >Fi,yei ,ppr 
«lx .werehMij|hingai\dladlu6g[ Ml J»4.^^ ;: jfUMd cfQf 
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of them threw a clod of earth, which struck me ou the side 
of the head : but it neither disturbed me nor the eongr^a- 
tlori. ' 

Monday 10, About nine I preached at Biddnlph, about 
eight miles north of Burslein. ^ The earnestness of the whole 
congregation, well rewarded me for my labour. Hence we 
bad an extremely pleajiant walk three or four miles, to 
Congleton. Here we were accosted in a very difierent 
manner almost as soon as we entered the iawny which caused 
some of our brethren to apprehend, we should have rough 
treatment before we got out of it. That I left to God. They 
had procured the use of a meadow adjoining to the preach- 
ii^ho^se, in a window of which they had fixed a kind of 
scafibld. Most of the congregation were deeply serious : 
So that three or four who took much pains to disturb them^ 
entirely lost their labour. . 

About seven in the eyening I preached at Stockport, 
where more and more hear the word of God and keep it. 
In the morning we took horse at five, but: could find-ncMie 
to tell us which was the road to Leeds. So we rode on to 
Mottram. Following the directions we received there, we 
rode up a mountain, and our path ended. . We made toward 
k large house, and the gentleman sent a servant, who pointed 
out the way we were to take : but soon after, it divided : and 
an honest man bidding us keep to the right, (meaning the 
left) we did so, till we came to the top of another high 
mountain, among several old stone-quarries. Here the road 
ended. However, we went straight forward, till we came 
to the brow. With great diflfculty we led our horses down, 
and rode up a path on the opposite mountain : but at the 
tap this likewise ended : still we thought it best. to push 
forward : but my horse was quickly embogged. After he 
bad thrown me on one side, and scrambled out himself we 
endeavoured to walk down the mountain : but such a walk 
i never had before, for steepness, and bogs, and large stones 
intermixed : that we got to the bottcnn without hurt either 
to man or beast, was little less than a miracle : but we were 
still at a4o6s, till we met a sensible man, who diieded us to 
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Saddleworth.' In our itin here we found one v^ho had fre^ 
quently heard me preach at Builth in Brecknockshire, t 
fear, to little purpose ; for on my speaking a few words, hci 
ran away in lia^te : biit the whole family seemed to fear 
God : So we did not repent of our clambering up and dowiif 
the mountains. At six we reached Leeds, sufficiently tired r 
but I forgot it as soon as I began to preach : aiid the spirit 
of the congregation comforted us over all our labour.' ' 

Wednesday 13, Having desired that as maiiy as could of 
the neighbouring towns, who believed they weire saved front 
sin, would meet me, I spent the greater part of this day, irt 
examining them 6ne by one. 'The testimony of some I could 
not receive : but concerning- the far greater part, it is plain," 
^unCess they cotfM be supposed to tell wilful and deliberatieS 
lies) 1, That they /ee/ no inward sin, and to the best of 
their knowledge, commit no outward sin : 3 That they see 
and love God eyety moment, and pray, rejoice^ give thanJci 
evermore: 3j That they have constantly as clear b, witness 
from God of sanctification, as they have of justification.' 
Now in this I do rejoice and will rejoice,' dill it what yoii 
please : and I wbuld to God thousands had expbrienced'th^ 
much : let them afterward experience as much more as^God 
pleases. < • * 

Thursday 13, We rode over the mountains through 
furious wind and rain, which were ready to overthrow both 
man andlbeast : however, in the afternoon we came well to 
Manchester. On Friday the 14th, being the national FasF- 
day, we had service at five, at seven, and at five in the 
evening: but I 'did not observe here any thing of that 
solemnity with which the public fasts are observed in 
London. Twas much out of order on Saturdsiy, and litilt 
well on Sunday : however, having appointed to preach in 
Stockport at' noon, I determined not to bi^ak; my word. 
As it rained, our firiends provided a po8t-thiise/'Wheri-i«fe 
were gone half a mile, one of the htn^sesbisgan^ kick aiiicl 
rear, and would go no further. So w^ got out and Wialk<6d 
on : but anothi^r driver brought the chaise aifter, and' carried 
me to Stockport. A lafge xsoingregation' was 'waitings ami 
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lec^ired the word with all retidiliess of n^d, : Fpr $onie 
ye^n &e seed seesied t6 be here sown in vain : but at kagih 
it yieUh a good inorease. 

• On flie following days I preached in several neighbouring 
4owns,.,aod on Wednesday eyening^at lAreipixA. Thurs- 
day SOyl. had a gqod deal of conversation with.lMJr* N~n. 
His case is yery peculiar* Our Churdb requiresy that Cler* 
gymen should be men of learning, and to thk &tdy have an 
fjmyeirsity-edui^ation. But how m^y hs,^ an Univerftity- 
^ducation, aodyetnoleamiDg atall: Yet these men are or* 
dairied ! oieanlimei we of eminent learning, a3 well as iin- 
bbunable' behaviour, cannot be .ordained, ^^ because he was 
liot at : the .Umversity ! " what a mere farce is this ! who 
would believe^ (hat any Christian bishop would stoop to so 
'poor an evasion ? 

Monday 21, About noon I .preached ,at Warrington. 
Many of the beasts of the people were pvesent^ Btit the 
bridle fDom above was in their teeth, so that they, made not 
the lcM<^ disturbance* ^^t seven .in the: evening I pteached 
lU; Che$t^r ; b^t I, was wMt^y able to open iiiy eyesi They 
were much inflamed before I set out : and the;inflanmi^ion 
:was much increased, .by tiding forty miles, with a strong 
and cold wind exactly in my face. But in the evening I ap- 
|died the eye^fiter, made with Lapis CalaMinarisy which 
iremoyed the disorder before morning. 
, Tuesday g5, I rode to Mould in Flintshire. The wind 
was often ready to bear, away Ix^, man. and horse. 
But the earnest, serious congregation rewarded us for our 
trouble. Wednesday 26,. about nine I preached at Little 
{Lee, a mile or two from Northwich. Many of the congre- 
gation sqarcely ever heard' a Methodist before: but I trust 
jthey did not hear in vain. 

Thursday 27, I rode to Liverpool, in order to embark 
fcr Dublin^ We were ordered to be on board by nine on 
t Saturday sQiprning.; but the wind falling, and a fog coming 
ion, we gained, a little more time. So we had one more sq- 
lenm opportunity in the evening. .Sunday .30, the f6g was 
gone, and the wind was faiix We took ship about nine, 
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and got under sail, at noon,; iiaving otdy dight ciEtbtn i^eis* 
sengers, sey^ of^lioiB ^ere otr dwri company. So .we. 
prayed and su^g; and convened ai our dwn 'disctetiotif. But 
a poor woman ^bfoM we pei^mitled to come into the cabins 
gave ns some .nrieasineas. She bad been tapp^ for thp. 
dropsy in the Infirmary, but two days before. When I 
spol^e to her concerning her fiOul>!!$he gave but little answer^ 
appearing to be seripus, and wilUngito hear, but totally un- 
instrilctedi. She ^ould efat nothiAg, but wiUinglyi accepted, 
a dish or two of tea, and two o|r.t)uree glasses of wine. The 
next morning, she was extreanely restless, continually moving 
from place to place, until the Captfiin put a bed for her in 
the forecastle, on which she lay 'down about eight o'clock. A 
little after ishe grew light-headed, and began shrieking* 
dreadfully. This she continued to do till about noon, and 
then died. At night, the (!fiptain and all the sailors being- 
present, We comipiUcd her body io the deep. On Tuesday 
ilood, April 1, we.huided safe at Dublin. - 

I never saw n^e numerous as more serious congregations 
in Ireland, . than we .had all this, week; On Easter-day, 
April 6, I introduced q^ English custom, b^inning the. 
service at four in the morning. Monday 7, I be^an speak- 
ing severally to the members of the Society, ana was well-' 
pl^aSedto find 'db great a ^number of them much alive to 
God.' Ode consequence of thi^ is, .that the Society is larger 
than it has beeti for several years. And no wonder : for 
where the rea^ power of God is, it naturally spreads wider 
and wider. 

. ThuiBday 10, 1 was sitting with a firi^d, when poor Mr.^ 
Cook came iux ^ His eyes,^ his look, his hair istanding 

f' I4)LQ.quins upon the fretful Pjorcupine/' 

his tattered' gpwn, his whole person, as well as his speech,' 
immediately betrayed him. But he is quite an original, and 
has so much vivacity, with touches of strong sense, that t 
do hot wonder the gentleinen of the College, as he told mef^' 
h£^y€ given hioi an apartment there. What a rioble fabric 
liflsifaereiniuuisi Wliat pity, thktwhen he found htmsfdtf 
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a sinner, he had not one to speak to, that midentood his 
case, andcould teach him the only method of cme ! 

• Sunday 13, At three in the afternoon, I preached in the 
BurackHsquare, another kind of place than Oxmond-town- 
Green. No mob must shew their, heads here : for the sol- 
dieis would give them no quarter. Tuesday 15, I preached 
tiiere again. But on Thursday, it being a rainy day, an. 
6£Eer was made me of the riding-house, a yery huge com- 
modious building, designed by Lord Chesterfield for a. 
Church, but never used as such till now. A troop of s(d- 
diers was exercising there when I came : but this was clear 
gains. For the officers forbade any of them to go away, be- 
fiMethe sermon was ended. 

Friday 18, I went with Miss F — to see the French pri- 
soners, sent from Carrickfergus. They were surprised at 
hearing as good French sp(Aen in Dublin, as they could have 
heard in Paris : and still more at being exhorted to heart- 
religion, to the faith thai worketh by knoe. Sunday 90, I 
appointed those of the Society, who desired to renew their 
covenant with God, which I had several times before ex- 
plained, to meet me in the evening. And I believe of the 
five hundred and twelve members, hardly twelve were want- 
ing. 

Monday 31, In riding to Rosmead, I read Sir John 
Davies' Historical Relations concerning Ireland. None 
who reads these can wonder, that, fruitful as it is, it was 
always so thinly inhabited. For he makes it plain, 1, That 
murder was never capital among the native Irish. The 
murderer only paid a small fine to the chief of his sept. 
2, When the English settled here, still the Irish had no be- 
nefit of the English laws. They could not so much as sue 
an EDglishman. So the English beat, plundered, yea, 
murdered them at pleasure. Hence, 3, Arose continued wan 
between them, for three hundred and fifty years together 
And hereby both the English and Irish natives were kef 
few, as well as poor. 4, When they multiplied during 
peace of forty years, from 1600 to 1641, the general masi 



1|AT 1760.] AEY. JOHN WBSLBY^S JOVIINAt. 491 

ere, with the ensuiog war, again* thinned their nnmbers : 
Ndt so few as a* million of men, women, and jpliUdien,. 
being destroyed in four years thne. 5, Great nnmbers^iave 
erer since, year by year, left the land, merely for want of 
epiployment. ; 6, The gentry are continually driving away, 
hundreds, yea thousands of them that remain, by throwing 
such quantities of arable land into pasture; which leayes 
them neither business nor food. This it is that now diff* 
peoples many parts of Ireland ; of Connaught in particular, 
which, it is supposed, has scarcely half the J mhabii^nts at. 
t|iis day, which it had fourscore years ago. ' • .^ :: 

Wednesday 23, I rode to Newry, and preached at fHBven. 
in the evening to a numerous congr^ation. Sunday. 27, 
we had, a useful sermon at Qhurch. But they told me^' 
few attended the i prayers in the afternoon* - However, I 
icesolved to set them the example : and the Church was 83. 
^11 as in t|ijS foreiioon. Of what importai^ce is every step 
we take,' seeing so n;iany are ready to follow .us ! ' 
. lAjionday 28, }' rode to ' Rathfriland, seven Irish mUes 
fipm Newry, a small town built; on the top of a mountain, 
surrounded first ■ by a deep valley, and at a small distance; 
by higher mountains. The Presbyterian .mipbter had Writ--, 
ten to thePopi$h priest, " To keep his people from hearing:'* 
but they would not be kept. Protestants and -Papists 
flocked together to the meadow, where I preacjied; and 
sat on the grass, still as night, while I exhorted them, to 
Repent^ and believe the Gospel. The same attention ap« 
peared in the whole- congregation at Terryhugan in the 
evening; where I spent a comfortable night in the prophet's 
chamber, nine feet long, seven broad, and six high. ; The 
ceiling, floor, and walls, were all of the same marble, vul- 
garly called clay. 

^ Thursday, May 1, I rode to Moira. Soon after twelve, 
standing on a tomb-stone, near the Church, I called a 
considerable . number of people, to know Gody and Jesus 
Christ whom he hath sent. We were just, opposite to the 
Earl of Moira's house, the best finished of any I have 
seen in Ireland. It stands on a hill with a large. avenue in 
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front^ bbnndedby ihe CIratch oh (he opposite Kin. The 
other thte^ sides are covered by orchards, gardens, ahd 
Woods^ in which are walks of various kinds; 

General Flaubert, who commanded the French- troops at' 
Garricfiiergas, was just gone firoim Lbid MbiraV Major 
Brajelon ^vA nbw there, a inan of a fine person, and e±« 
tremely graceful behaviour. Both these affirmed, that the 
French Irere all picked men, out c^ the Kibg's Guards/ 
ThatfheSr (XMnmissiohwas, to land either at Londonderry 
or Carridcfergus, While Monsietir Conflans landed in the' 
South ; and if they did not do this within three moiiflis, t6 
ilsturri directly to France. 

Friday- 2, In the evening^ and morning and evening on 
Saturday I' preached at LSsburn. The ptople here ( as llfr. 
Boston fstid) are ^^allear;" butwho cah find a way to 
their biearts ? Sunday 4, after preaching to a large emigre* 
gatton at iSteven, I hastraed to Comber, in order to be at 
Church in time. As soon as service was eioided^ I began/ 
and -four m-ftre of the people behaved wcU^ About six in 
the evening I preached at Newtown ; whare there is u^nolly 
the largest congr^ation in Ulster. But what avails the 
htarmg ear, without the understanding heart ? 

Monday S, After preaching in the Market-place at Bel- 
fiist, to a people who care for none of these thmgSy we 
rode cto, with a furious east wind right in our faces, to Car- 
rickfergus, where I willingly accepted of an invitation from 
a Merchant in the town, Mr. Cobham, to lodge at his 
house : (he rather, when I understood, that Mr. Cavenac, 
the French Lieutenant-General was still there. I now re- 
ceived a very particular account of what had beoi lately 
transacted here. Mrs. Cobham said, '^ My daughter came 
running in and said, ^ Manuna, there are three IndiaHEnee 
come into the bay, and I suppose my brothers are come in 
them, (who had been in the Elast-Indies for some time. ) 
An hour ai^er she came in again, and cried, ^ O Manmia, 
they say they arc French-men : and they are landing, and 
their guns glitter in the sun.** ' Mr. Cavenac infbnmd me^ 
tkil Mr% Thurol had received a thousud men out of flv 
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King^s-Guards, with orders to land in the North of Ireland^ 
at the imne time that Monsieur Conflans landed in the South ; 
that a storm drove him up to Bergen in Norway, from 
whence he could not get out, till his ships were much da- 
maged) and his provisions consumed; nor could he procure 
them at any price : thai; another storm overtook him 66 degrees 
North latitude ; from when<:e he did not get back to Carriqk- 
bay, till all on board were almost famished, having oiily aa 
ounce of bread per man daily : that they then landed merely 
to procure provisions, I asked, ^^ Is it true, that you had 
a design to bum the town ? " He cried out, " Jesu, Maria ! 
we never had such a thought. To bum, to destroy, cannot 
enter into the heart or head of a good man»^' 

After they had landed, { Mrs. Cobham and others inform- 
ed ine) they divided into two bodies. One of these 
marched up to the east-gate, the other to the north. 
Twelve soldiers and a Coiporal were there on the waU., who 
fired upon them when they came near, immediately Gene- 
ral Flaubert fell, having his leg broken by a musket-ball. 
The next in command, a young Marquis, then led them on. 
When the English had fired four rotmds, having no more 
ammunition, they retired, and the French entered the town^ 
■and at the Mart^iet-place met those who had ocmie in at the 
east-gate. When they had joined, they marched up to 
the Casfle, ( though the Englidi there, who were a hundred 
and sixty-two in number, kept a constant fire, ) the gate of 
which was not barred, so that the Marquis thrust it open and 
went in. Just then he was shot dead. Mr. Cavenac imme- 
diately took his place, aild di?ew up his men again. The 
En^sh then desired a parley^ and articled to furnish them 
with provisions in six hours : but they qould not perform it, 
there being little in the town. On this Mr. Cavenac sent 
for Mr. Cobham, and desired him to go up to Belfast and 
procure theni, leaving his wife with the General, as an hos- 
tage for his return. But the poor Frenchmen could not stay 
for this. At the time prefixed, Uiey began to serve them- 
idves with meat and drink : having been in such want, 
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that they we^ glad to eat raw oats to sustain nature. They 
accordmgly took all the food they could find, with some 
linen and wearing apparel. But they neither hurt nor 
affironted man, woman, or child,, nor did any mischirffiir 
mischiers sake : though they were suflfaMently provoked : for 
many of the inhabitants afironted them without fear or wit, 
cursed them to their faces, and evten took up pokers or other 
things to strike them. 

While Mrs. Cobham was with the General, a little plain- 
dressed man came in, to whom they all shewed a particular 
respect. It struck into her mind, Is not this Mr. Thurot ? 
which was soon confirmed. She said to him, ^^ Sir, you 
seem much fatigued. Will you step to my house and re- 
firesh yourself? " He readily accepted the oflfer. She pre- 
pared a little veal, of which he eat moderately, and drank 
Uiree glasses of small, warm punch : after which he told 
her, ^^ I have not taken any food before, nor slept for eight 
and forty hours." She asked, " Sir, will you please to 
take a little rest now ? " Observing he started, she added, 
^< I will answer, life for life, that none shall hurt you under 
my roof." He said, ^^ Madam, I believe you : I accept 
the ofier." He desired that two of his men might lie on the 
floor by the bed-side, jslept about six hours, and then, re- 
turning her many thanks, went aboard his ship. 

Five days he was kept in the bay by contrary winds. 
When he sailed, he took the Mayor of Carrick and another 
gentleman, as hostages for the delivery of the French pri- 
soners. The next morning as he was walking the deck, he 
frequently started, without any visible cau^, stepped short, 
and said, " I shall die to-day." A while after, he said to 
one of the English, "Sir, I see three ships. Pray, take 
my glass, and tell me freely, what you think they are ? " 
He looked some time and said, " 1 think they are English, 
and I guess they are about forty-gun ships." He called 
his Officers and said, " Our ships are too foul to fight at a 
distance : We must board them." Accordingly when they 
came up, after a close fire, he ran up to Captain Elliot, 
and Captain Scordeck, with his four and twenty hussars. 
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and immediately leaped on board. Almost instantly, nine of 
ihem lay dead ; on which he was so enraged, that he 
rushed forward, with his sabre, among the English, who 
seized his arms, and carried him away. Meantime, his 
men that were left, retired into their own ship. Thurot 
seeing this, cried out, " Why should we throw away the 
lives of the poor men ? " And ordered to strike the colours. 
A man going up to do this, was shot dead ; as was likewise 
a second. And before a third could do it, Mr. Thurot 
himself was shot through the heart. So fell a brave man : 
giving yet another proof, that there is no counsel or 
strength against the Lord. 
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